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Best  Values  in  New  Equipment 


After  three  years, 
nothing  matches  the 
MAGNUM  warranty. 


Five  years  or  5,000  hours.  That's 
the  coverage  you  get—  at  no  extra 
charge— on  every  new  MAGNUM" 
tractor.  In  fact,  it's  the  same 
warranty*  that  covers  every 
MAGNUM  tractor  ever  built. 

And,  while  the  competition 
offers  an  occasional  free  warranty, 


they  haven't  put  it  on  every 
tractor.  Besides,  only  MAGNUM's 
5-year/5000-hour  warranty  can  be 
fully  transferred  without  a  fee. 
That  gives  the  MAGNUM  tractor's 
already  high  resale  value  another 
boost.  And  it  gives  you  another 
good  reason  to  buy. 


See  us  today  about  an  on-farm 
demonstration.  Once  you  work 
one,  you'll  understand  why 
MAGNUM  means  more  than  ever. 


•Kxcluclinx  lircs,  whicli  are  covt-red  by  llteir 
own  maniilaclurers'  warranties  A  J2(X)  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  speech  was  delivered  by  George  A. 
Sinner,  Governor  of  North  Dakota,  at  the  1992  International  Sweetener 
Symposium  in  Maui,  Hawaii  Before  being  elected  Governor  in  1984, 
Governor  Sinner  was  involved  in  the  Sinner  Bros,  farming  operation; 
sugarbeets  being  one  of  the  crops  produced.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  in- 
troduce the  Governor  to  the  audience;  our  relationship  goes  back  many 
years  when  he  was  President  of  the  Red  River  Valley  Sugarbeet  Growers 
Association  and  I  was  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


SPEECH  TO  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALLIANCE 

BY  GEORGE  A.  SINNER 

GOVERNOR  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 

AUGUST,  1992 


When  you  get  right  down  to  it  com- 
modities are  about  as  important  to 
human  life  as  anything  you  can  think 
of  —  especially  commodities  like  grains 
and  oil  and  coal  and  all  of  those  things 
that  bring  food  and  shelter  to  human 
beings. 

Food  and  energy  are  like  water  and 
air.  Pretty  critical  stuff  for  human  be- 
ings and  we  had  better  pay  attention  to 
all  of  them  —  that  is  if  we  don't  want 
famine  or  cholera  epidemics  or  endemic 
emphysema  and  things  like  that.  Some 
of  those  maladies  can  spread  around  the 
world  pretty  fast  —  so  it's  important  that 
we  are  concerned  about  meeting  these 
basic  human  needs. 

But  today  I  will  talk  just  about  food 
and  energy. 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  what 
would  happen  if  New  York  City  had  a 
power  blackout  —  you  know,  like  no 
electricity.  Quite  a  few  people  worry 
about  that  you  know.  There  is  only  four 
days  food  supply  in  New  York  and  if  the 


power  went  down  and  the  refrigeration 
went  down  and  .  .  .  well,  you  just  think 
how  long  it  would  take  before  there 
would  be  big-time  problems  .  .  .  looting, 
rioting. 

No  food  —  no  heat  —  no  air  condition- 
ing —  mighty  important  things  for 
human  beings. 

Well,  there  has  developed  a 
philosophy  that  we  don't  have  to  worry 
about  those  things  —  supply  and  de- 
mand and  the  free  market  will  take  care 
of  all  of  that  —  But  you  know  what,  I 
don't  believe  it.  I'm  somewhat  of  the 
same  mind  as  Alain  Gomez,  the  French 
C.E.O.  of  the  giant  Thomson  Company, 
who  has  said,  "Western  governments 
must  stop  prostrating  themselves  before 
the  ideal  of  free  trade." 

Half  of  the  people  in  the  world  today 
are  already  hungry.  I  doubt  that  free 
trade  would  help  them. 

Now  I  know  that  governments  can 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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go  overboard  supporting  costly  produc- 
tion and  subsidizing  over  production  — 
but  to  rely  solely  on  free  trade,  supply 
and  demand  and  profit  and  loss  is  equal- 
ly crazy.  As  Joseph  told  the  Pharaoh  of 
old:  "We'd  better  start  thinking  about 
the  lean  years."  Those  lean  years  may 
come  from  weather  or  manmade 
calamities,  war,  or  bankruptcy.  History 
is  pretty  clear,  if  anybody  cares,  the  lean 
years  will  come  again. 

The  sad  truth  is  that  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  people  just  like  us 
who  do  not  have  enough  food  or  shelter 
today.  They  bear  babies  already 
malformed  from  malnutrition.  They 
rear  those  that  survive  for  certain  ear- 
ly death.  And  even  amidst  the  plenty  of 
many  of  our  own  countries,  in  the  urban 
jungles  of  drugs  and  crime  and  poverty, 
they  rear  children  in  the  hotbeds  of 
misery,  violence  and  revolution. 

But  even  those  who  are  blessed  with 
the  resources  to  buy  food  and  energy  and 
the  shelter  that  energy  brings  there  is 
a  terrible  shortsightedness  pervading 
global  economics. 

Somehow,  even  after  the  horrors  and 
horrible  lessons  of  World  War  II  taught 
us  that  not  just  armies,  but  nations, 
travel  on  their  stomachs  —  over  and 
over  through  history  the  lessen  repeats 
—  we  still  seem  to  forget  that  the  con- 
centration of  productive  land  and  the 
food  it  produces  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
brings  pain  and  revolution  and  war. 

In  modern  times  to  not  see  the  equal- 
ly critical  role  of  energy  to  human  ex- 
istence is  to  be  blind.  In  WW  II  Rom- 
mel's North  African  War  Machine  col- 
lapsed without  fuel,  just  as  huge  armies 
fell  to  lack  of  food  and  once  stable,  tran- 
quil nations  did  the  same  from  lack  of 
food  and  energy.  Russia  today  teeters  on 
the  brink  as  the  nation  struggles  to  pro- 


vide food  and  energy  to  its  citizens,  and 
its  communist  government  fell  precise- 
ly because  it  could  not  deliver  basic  food 
and  energy  needs. 

In  spite  of  the  terrible  lessons  of 
World  War  II,  it  took  very  little  time 
after  World  War  II  to  forget. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  1950's, 
world  shipping  was  virtually  secure.  Im- 
porting nations  which  had  once  craved 
inventories  suddenly  had  only  to  snap 
their  fingers  and  a  boatload  of  oil  or 
wheat  or  rice  appeared  at  their  docks. 
Still  cautious,  however,  governments 
still  protected  domestic  production  — 
but  inventories  were  pushed  more  and 
more  into  the  hands  of  producers  and 
first  processors,  depressing  prices. 

By  the  time  the  sixties  arrived  a 
reliable  futures  market  had  developed 
and  processors  as  well  as  nations 
became  even  less  worried  about  short 
supply  and  bought  the  futures  paper  to 
protect  against  it.  Gradually  but  sure- 
ly, despite  the  Vietnam  War,  with  ship- 
ping virtually  secure,  inventories  of  end 
users  were  reduced,  and  producers  and 
first  processors  carried  the  only 
reserves. 

When  the  seventies  hit,  double  digit 
interest  curtailed  inventories  even 
more,  even  while  production  was 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

reduced.  And  suddenly  in  1973 
worldwide  inventories  of  food  fell  to 
about  53  days  supply.  With  memories  of 
the  war  shortages  still  in  the  minds  of 
some,  food  prices  skyrocketed  in  1974 
just  as  oil  prices  had  when  OPEC  first 
flexed  its  muscles. 

But  how  soon  we  forget. 

During  the  decade  of  the  eighties, 
the  highest  real  interest  rates  in  history 
made  the  holding  of  inventories  by 
anyone  a  virtual  impossibility.  In  food 
and  energy  as  in  the  whole  economy, 
"just  in  time  management"  became  the 
buzz  word  —  free  trade  became,  anew, 
its  primary  axiom.  When  food  inven- 
tories reached  low  levels  similar  to  those 
of  1973  the  market  scarcely  noticed. 

Free  trade  is  a  good  idea  —  if  you  live 
in  heaven  or  if  you  are  an  international 
conglomerate  that  wants  all  options 
open.  But  for  awhile  at  least,  most  of  us 


(Coniinuedyrom  page  5) 

must  live  in  this  imperfect  world 
plagued  by  greed  and  lust  for  power  and 
disparate  distribution  and  human  want 
—  and  lean  years. 

And  since  I  see  the  role  of  govern- 
ment to  be  "the  securing  of  human 
rights,"  I  have  to  question  a  free  trade 
that  leaves  sources  of  such  important 
things  as  food  and  energy  totally  to  the 
whims  of  supply  and  demand,  profit  and 
loss,  and  free  trade  fettered  to  frail  men 
and  women  who  can  so  easily  become 
victims  of  their  own  greed  and  power 
and  just  plain  shortsightedness. 

There  is  no  question  that  there  are 
plenty  of  cases  where  the  need  for  food 
and  energy  security  has  been  abused 
and  played  upon  with  extreme  political 
pressure  that  has  been  costly  to  public 
treasuries  and  to  balanced  fair  trade  as 
well. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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The  problem  is  that  so  often 
simplistic  answers  come  from  idealistic 
people  as  we  have  seen  in  so  many  of  our 
trade  negotiations. 

Let  me  give  you  some  examples  of 
how  easy  it  is  to  ignore  the  real  pro- 
blems —  and  so  often  end  up,  as  Luther 
Markwart  said  one  day  ''with  the  devil 
in  the  details." 

When  the  negotiations  were  going 
on  over  the  Free  Trade  Agreement  bet- 
ween the  United  States  and  Canada  I 
saw  awesome  threats  to  the  well-being 
of  my  state.  North  Dakota  is  the  nation's 
9th  largest  oil  producer  and,  I  had 
already  watched  the  debacle  in  the 
state's  oil  fields  as  OPEC  nations  began 
the  measured  destruction  of  U.S.  oil 
production. 

My  state  is  also  a  huge  agricultural 
producer.  Farm  prices  were  already 
desperately  low  and  it  seemed  obvious 
to  me  that,  given  the  high  real  interest 
rates  and  global  disinterest  in  inven- 
tories, lumping  together  of  these  two 
sets  of  stored  product,  however  small, 
would  drive  the  market  even  lower. 

In  addition.  North  Dakota's  major 
electrical  generation  industry  was 
already  threatened  by  heavily  subsidiz- 
ed Canadian  hydro-power. 

As  if  that  weren't  enough,  I  watch- 
ed a  heavy  Canadian  lobby  in 
Washington  pump  out  propaganda  and 
political  pressure  to  raise  the  emission 
restrictions  on  United  States  coal  fired 
generators. 

Despite  my  ardent,  even  angry  pro- 
testations to  the  United  States  Trade  Of- 
fice I  was  given  no  comfort  or  assurance 
they  would  help  —  My  friend  Clayton 
Yeutter  was  kind,  always  listened,  but 
in  the  end  my  concerns  lost  out  to  the 
free  trade  ideal. 

I  decided  to  fight.  With  the  help  of 
U.S.  industry  we  succeeded  in  making 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

it  very  obvious  to  the  Canadian  people 
that  their  subsidies  were  making 
mighty  cheap  power  available  to  their 
neighbors  to  the  south  .  .  .at  expense  to 
themselves. 

Eventually  the  press  in  Canada 
picked  up  the  issue  and  public  outcry 
reached  a  point  where  major  portions  of 
the  subsidy  stopped. 

We  were  not  so  successful  with  clean 
air.  We  learned  a  great  deal  —  even  got 
most  of  the  facts  out  —  but  little  has 
been  done.  We  discovered,  that  despite 
all  of  the  Canadian  environmental 
rhetoric  about  clean  air,  there  was  not 
a  single  coal  fired  generator  in  all  of 
Canada  that  had  a  scrubber  on  it.  To  the 
best  knowledge  this  still  isn't.  And 
while  they  tell  America  what  wonderful 
clean  hydro-power  they  send  down  to 
our  markets  —  a  significant  portion  of 
their  power  generation  still  spews  sulfur 
laden  smoke  across  our  borders. 

One  concerned  Canadian  writer 
quipped,  "Canadians  are  hypocrites  on 
the  environment." 

I  fought,  too,  for  a  common  curren- 
cy commitment  before  the  FTA  was 
signed.  I  couldn't  get  a  nod  of 
acknowledgement  or  of  understanding 
of  my  concern  from  USTR  —  or  from  the 
Canadians  for  that  matter. 

Somehow  it  seemed  impossible  to  get 
them  to  understand  that  when  the  net 
profit  of  retailers  in  both  countries  is 
well  below  3%  of  gross  sales  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  have  any  stability  with  either 
government  capable  of  moving  curren- 
cy values  more  then  that  overnight. 

As  it  has  turned  out  thus  far, 
agriculture  is  getting  creamed  on  both 
sides  of  the  border  as  we  had  predicted 
and  the  Canadians  lost  big  time  with 
their  dollar  moving  up  15  percent  and 
with  their  new  value  added  tax, 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  Announces  Sugar  Tariff 
Rate  Quota  for  1992-1993  Period 

In  an  early,  surprise  annoucement 
on  August  27,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Ed  Madigan  released  the  U.S.  tariff  rate 
quota  for  sugar  as  1.357  short  tons 
(1.231  metric  tons).  Effective  October  1, 
this  quota  is  for  sugar  allowed  to  enter 
the  U.S.  at  the  low  duty  rate. 

For  the  October  1,  1992,  to 
September  30,  1993,  period,  101  short 
tons,  raw  value,  are  the  quota  adjust- 
ment amount;  1,825  short  tons,  raw 
value,  are  the  specialty  sugar  import 
quota;  and  1,285,294  short  tons,  raw 
value,  are  the  base  import  quota. 

In  a  September  1  statement  in 
Jeanerette,  President  Bush  said,  "we 
are  not  going  to  raise  the  sugar  import 
quota,"  despite  extensive  damage  to 
sugarcane  crops. 

NAFTA  Update 

Congress  returned  from  its  August 
recess  on  September  8  to  a  full  slate  of 
hearings  regarding  the  recently  com- 
pleted North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (the  first  draft  of  the  legal 
text  of  the  Agreement  was  made 
available  to  Congress  and  the  public  on 
September  6).  During  this  series  of  both 
House  and  Senate  reviews,  the  Bush  Ad- 
ministration has  received  an  abundance 
of  criticism  from  the  Democrats,  begin- 
ning with  the  opening  remarks  on 
September  8  of  Senator  Lloyd  Bentsen, 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Bush's  statements  that  Gover- 
nor Bill  Clinton  is  "waffling"  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  Agreement  drew  fire  from 
Bentsen  and  other  Democrats  who 
claimed  Bush  "politicized"  the  NAFTA 
for  his  own  campaign  purposes. 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla 
Hills    was    the    sole    Administration 


witness  at  the  Finance  hearing.  She  also 
testified  on  September  9  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
and  is  scheduled  to  testify  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on 
September  16.  Additional  hearings 
scheduled  for  the  week  of  September  14 
include  Secretary  of  Labor  Lynn  Martin 
and  EPA  Administrator  William  Reilly 
before  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee, and  Secretary  Martin  before  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee.  The  public 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  testify 
before  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  on  September  23  and  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Subcommittee 
on  Trade  on  September  29.  The  sugar  in- 
dustry will  have  a  panel  present  at  each 
hearing  to  express  its  opposition  to  the 
current  NAFTA  agreement. 

Under  the  "fast  track"  approval  pro- 
cess. President  Bush  is  required  to  pre- 
sent the  legal  text  of  the  agreement  and 
reports  of  the  private  sector  trade  ad- 
visory committees  to  Congress  to  signify 
his  intent  to  sign  the  agreement  at  the 
end  of  90  days.  During  this  period.  Con- 
gress will  review  the  proposal  and  work 
with  the  Administration  to  draft  im- 
plementing legislation  for  the  Agree- 
ment. Once  Bush  has  signed  the  Agree- 
ment, Congress  has  an  additional  90-day 
period  to  vote  for  or  against  the  entire 
Agreement.  Bush  has  not  yet  notified 
Congress  of  his  intent  to  sign,  which 
almost  surely  means  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered by  this  Congress. 

Sugar  Industry  Opposes  Current 
Sugar  Provision  of  the  NAFTA 

In  a  September  14  letter  sent  to  123 
Members  of  Congress,  the  U.S.  Sugar  In- 
dustry urged  the  Legislators  to  oppose 
the  proposed  NAFTA  because,  as  the 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Hurricane  Andrew  Strikes! 

Charley  Richard,  Windell  Jackson  and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


On  August  25  and  26,  Hurricane 
Andrew,  the  first  tropical  storm  of  the 
1992  season,  damaged  much  of  the  Loui- 
siana sugarcane  industry.  On  August 
18,  while  still  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the 
tropical  storm  was  named.  It  became  a 
hurricane  on  August  22.  It  struck  the 
southern  tip  of  Florida  near  the  city  of 
Homestead  and  traveled  directly  west. 
At  this  time  Andrew  had  winds  in  ex- 
cess of  hurricane  force  extending  only  30 
miles  from  the  center  with  gale  force 
winds  extending  some  140  miles  from 
the  center.  Maximum  sustained  winds, 
at  that  time,  were  some  140  mph  with 
peak  gusts  reported  at  167  mph.  Since 
this  area  is  well  south  of  the  Florida 
sugar  industry,  the  hurricane  caused  no 
damage  to  the  sugarcane  crop,  but  did 
cause  extensive  property  damage.  Dur- 
ing its  path  across  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Hurricane  Andrew  increased  in  size 
with  hurricane  force  winds  reported  70 
miles  from  the  center  and  gale  force 
winds  reported  140  miles  from  the 
center.  At  approximately  4  a.m.  on 
August  26,  the  Hurricane  made  landfall 
in  Louisiana  near  Morgan  City.  At  this 
point  in  time,  the  storm  was  moving 
northwest  at  about  11  mph  with  max- 
imum sustained  winds  of  140  mph.  The 
storm  followed  highway  90  westward 
from  Morgan  City  to  Jeanerette,  turn- 
ing northward  with  the  eye  of  the  storm 
passing  between  Franklin  and  New 
Iberia  through  the  Atchafalaya  Basin 
towards  New  Roads.  By  1  p.m.  on 
August  26,  the  storm  was  northwest  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  winds  had  dropped  to 
less  than  hurricane  strength. 

The  strongest  winds  are  in  the  nor- 
theast quadrant  of  a  hurricane.  As  An- 
drew skirted  the  coast  of  Louisiana, 
many  of  the  parishes  with  the  largest 
acreage  of  sugarcane  were  affected  by 
the   winds   from   this   quadrant.    The 


eastern  most  portion  of  the  Bayou  Teche 
region  of  the  cane  belt  was  affected  the 
most,  especially  from  Patterson  west  to 
New  Iberia.  Cane  fields  in  the  Bayou 
Lafourche  area  and  the  Mississippi 
River  area  were  damaged,  but  not  as 
severely  as  the  areas  nearer  the  path  of 
the  storm's  eye.  The  western  most  por- 
tion of  the  Bayou  Teche  area  and  the  ex- 
treme northern  portions  of  the  cane  belt 
near  Bunkie  were  least  affected. 

Damage  ranged  from  slight  lodging 
to  extensive  lodging.  Most  of  the  cane 
went  down  primarily  in  one  direction.  In 
the  area  near  to  where  the  eye  passed, 
the  cane  was  blown  in  two  directions,  as 
the  center  of  the  storm  passed  over,  the 
direction  of  the  winds  were  reversed. 
Leaf  shredding  was  apparent  in  most 
areas  of  the  belt  ranging  from  only  leaf 
tips  to  extreme  shredding  with  only  leaf 
midribs  showing.  Broken  cane  was  ap- 
parent primarily  in  the  area  where  the 
storm's  center  passed;  however,  there 
was  some  broken  cane  in  nearly  all 
areas  of  the  belt.  The  extent  of  broken 
cane  ranged  from  only  1  or  2%  in  the 
eastern  areas  of  the  belt  to  fields  with 
as  much  as  75%  in  the  Bayou  Teche 
area.  In  all  areas  of  the  cane  belt  in 
fields  next  to  the  swamp  or  a  tree  line, 
it  was  apparent  that  swirling  winds 
caused  more  damage  than  fields  in  the 
open. 

The  sugarcane  variety  CP  70-321  oc- 
cupies more  acreage  in  the  state  than 
any  other  variety,  and  is  a  poor 
harvesting  variety  when  lodged.  During 
the  storm,  it  did  not  experience  as  much 
stalk  breakage  as  other  varieties.  The 
variety  did  lodge  but  turned  upward 
very  well.  When  growers  attempted  to 
cut  this  cane  for  seed  two  weeks  follow- 
ing the   storm,   it  exhibited  extreme 
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brittleness.  It  is  expected  that  this  varie- 
ty will  get  less  brittle  as  the  harvest 
season  progresses  but  it  is  also  expected 
that  ground  losses  will  occur  in  most 
fields  and  may  be  extensive  in  fields 
which  were  more  severely  lodged. 

The  variety  CP  65-357  occupies  the 
second  highest  acreage  in  the  state,  and 
is  a  good  harvesting  variety.  It  ex- 
perienced the  largest  amount  of  stalk 
breakage  during  the  storm.  This  varie- 
ty grows  late  in  the  season  and  was  ac- 
tively growing  when  the  storm  struck. 
In  some  fields  with  extensive  breakage 
stalks  are  too  short  to  reach  the  carriage 
system  of  most  mechanical  harvesters 
and  extensive  losses  will  occur  in  these 
fields.  CP  70-321  and  CP  65-357  occupy 
the  majority  of  the  state's  acreage  and 
therefore  reflect  the  majority  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  fields  following  the  storm. 

Several  other  varieties  occupy 
smaller  acreage.  CP  72-370,  which  is 
grown  on  approximately  10%  of  the 
state's  acreage  faired  well  in  the  storm. 
Recent  reports  indicate  that  seed  cane 
is  harvesting  well.  The  same  is  true  for 
CP  74-383.  Like  CP  65-357,  LCP  82-89 
is  a  late  growing  cane  and  experienced 
a  large  percentage  of  breakage. 
However,  it  is  a  good  harvesting  varie- 
ty, and  since  the  storm  it  has  harvested 
well  when  growers  have  cut  it  for  seed. 
Growers  have  given  varying  reports  con- 
cerning other  varieties. 

Expectations  on  sugar  recovery,  like 
tonnage  estimates,  vary  with  the  severi- 
ty of  damage  to  the  crop.  In  areas  where 
little  or  no  lodging  occurred  it  is  ex- 
pected that  growers  will  get  fairly  nor- 
mal sugar  yields  and  should  get  normal 
results  from  the  use  of  Polado. 

In  areas  where  lodging  was 
moderate,  it  is  expected  that  sugar  will 
be  reduced  somewhat  because  of  the 
cane  plant's  determination  to  once  again 
grow  rather  than  produce  sugar.  How- 


ever, if  there  is  much  breakage  during 
the  harvesting  process  then  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  reduction  in  top  material 
will  help  to  increase  TRS  while  reduc- 
ing cane  tonnage.  Balanced  against  this 
gain  are  the  observations  from  prior 
years  that  piling  and  loading  lodged 
cane  often  results  in  lower  sugar  per  ton 
yields  due  to  more  soil  and  trash.  If 
Polado  was  applied  after  the  cane  had 
righted  itself  and  the  canopy  was  fairly 
uniform,  it  is  expected  that  there  should 
be  close  to  normal  results  from  the  use 
of  Polado.  In  areas  where  lateral  eyes 
have  sprouted,  it  is  felt  that  Polado  may 
help  to  discourage  these  eyes  from  rapid 
growth  and  in  turn  increase  sugar 
levels. 

In  areas  where  lodging  is  severe  and 
there  is  some  stalk  breakage  along  with 
leaf  shredding  it  is  expected  that  sugar 
levels  will  be  more  severely  reduced. 
Broken  stalks  will  not  accumulate 
sucrose  since  there  are  no  top  leaves  to 
carry  on  photosynthesis  required  to 
build  sucrose.  After  top  lateral  eyes 
begin  to  grow,  these  leaves  will  be 
building  stalk  tissue  rather  than  sucrose 
content  for  some  period  of  time.  Leaf 
shredding  also  will  reduce  photosyn- 
thesis thus  decreasing  the  buildup  of 
sugar.  Since  these  fields  have  an  in- 
complete canopy  as  a  result  of  stalk 
breakage  and  since  leaves  are  not  whole 
as  a  result  of  the  shredding,  the  effects 
of  Polado  will  be  reduced. 

In  areas  where  the  most  severe  stalk 
breakage  occurred  there  is  much  con- 
cern as  to  the  potential  sugar  level.  It 
is  thought  that  leaving  this  cane  until 
the  very  end  of  the  grinding  season  may 
be  best.  The  germinated  lateral  eyes  will 
take  over  for  the  original  top  of  the  stalk 
and  hopefully  will  contribute  to  sugar 
formation  later  in  the  season.  Data  from 
storm    damaged    cane    in    Hawaii 
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indicated  that  after  60  days  of  growth, 
lateral  shoots  began  to  contribute  to 
sugar  content  in  the  field.  This  would  re- 
quire going  until  December  without 
temperatures  that  would  inhibit  growth. 
Cane  without  broken  tops  would  have 
more  green  material  and  lower  than 
normal  CRS,  but  the  broken  cane  could 
then  be  tall  enough  to  harvest. 

Since  Polado  treated  cane  cannot  be 
used  as  a  seed  source,  growers  have  been 
cautioned  about  spraying  Polado  until 
they  are  definite  which  fields  they  will 
use  for  seed.  Growers  have  followed  this 
suggestion  and  are  making  certain  that 
a  good  crop  of  cane  is  planted  before  con- 
centrating on  making  the  most  of  the 
crop  at  harvest  time.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  growers  not  cover  cane  too 
deeply  since  they  are  planting  many 
broken  stalks.  Broken  stalks  have  a 
tendency  to  rot  during  the  winter 
season.  By  covering  more  shallow  (ap- 
proximately 2")  it  is  hoped  that  the  cane 
can  germinate  quickly  establishing  a 
good  stand  and  form  a  stubble  with 
small  eyes  at  the  base  of  the  germinated 
shoots  this  fall.  This  should  provide  an 
adequate  stand  for  next  year.  For  pro- 
tection of  the  shallow  planted  plant 
cane,  it  is  also  suggested  that  growers 
come  back  before  a  hard  freeze  and  put 
an  additional  2"  of  soil  to  the  cane. 
However,  even  if  weather  prohibits  the 
addition  of  2"  of  soil,  the  chances  of  an 
adequate  stand  are  better  with  less  soil 
rather  than  with  too  much  because  of 
the  extent  of  broken  cane  that  is  being 
planted.  Even  with  the  best  of  condi- 
tions, it  is  expected  that  some  fields  will 
not  come  up  to  a  good  stand  next  spring 
as  a  result  of  the  planting  conditions 
this  fall. 

With  the  various  factors  it  is  con- 
sidered that  at  best  the  outlook  for  sugar 
content  in  1992  will  be  lower  than  nor- 
mal. This  will  vary  depending  upon  the 
damage  in  each  area  but  as  an  industry 
it  is  thought  that  a  yield  of  160  to  180 


from  page  10) 

pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  will  be 
reached.  Based  upon  the  results  follow- 
ing previous  hurricanes  it  is  expected 
that  sugar  per  acre  yields  might  be 
reduced  by  15  to  25%.  The  expected 
reduction  from  Hurricane  Andrew 
should  lower  total  production  to  750,000 
tons  of  sugar  as  compared  to  earlier 
estimates  of  nearly  1,000,000  tons  of 
sugar. 

Not  only  was  there  extensive 
damage  to  cane  fields  but  sugar  mills  as 
well  experienced  varying  degrees  of 
damage.  Nearly  all  factories  lost  some 
sheets  of  tin.  Along  Bayou  Teche, 
numerous  sugar  warehouses  were 
destroyed  while  other  mill  structures 
received  severe  damage.  As  a  result  of 
the  delayed  cane  planting  and  with  the 
extensive  damage  to  some  factories, 
most  factories  have  delayed  the  grinding 
season  by  at  least  one  week. 

It  is  certain  at  this  point  that  the 
production  of  sugar  for  1992  will  be  af- 
fected as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Andrew. 
The  outlook  for  1993  however  is  still 
good.  Rains  have  further  delayed  the 
planting  operation  as  of  this  writing  on 
September  20.  The  planting  for  1992  is 
a  smaller  acreage  than  growers  would 
normally  be  planting  and  therefore  the 
effects  of  the  storm  damaged  seed  cane 
will  be  minimized.  Most  of  the  rain  fell 
after  the  cane  was  lodged  and  there  was 
very  little  uprooting  as  a  result  of  the 
storm.  This  should  help  to  keep  stools  in 
place  and  provide  an  adequate  stand  for 
good  stubble  next  year.  Given  a  break 
on  the  weather  (which  this  industry  has 
not  had  in  three  years),  there  could  be 
good  stands  of  cane  in  both  plant  and 
stubble  crops  next  year.  A  mild  winter 
with  good  spring  tillering  conditions 
could  mean  a  good  yield  for  1993  which 
is  what  most  growers  will  need  to  recoup 
from  three  years  of  weather  related 
catastrophes. 

(SEE  PHOTOS,  page  29) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


HARVESTING  EFFICIENCY 


As  this  industry  attempts  to  main- 
tain its  high  level  of  efficiency,  there 
seems  to  be  more  and  more  interest  in 
improving  the  Louisiana  soldier  har- 
vester and  the  grab  loader  system. 
Members  of  this  industry  should  ex- 
amine the  amount  of  money  that  is  lost 
because  of  the  poor  job  being  done  in 
muddy  weather  with  some  of  the  older, 
less  efficient  harvesting  and  loading 
equipment.  When  these  losses  are  con- 
sidered, it  quickly  becomes  apparent 
that  an  investment  in  research  and 
development  in  this  area  is  an  absolute 
necessity  if  this  industry  expects  to  com- 
pete in  a  global  economy  in  years  to 
come. 

All  growers  should  realize  that 
although  this  industry  uses  a  very  cost 
efficient  method  of  saving  its  crop  as 
compared  to  other  areas  of  the  world,  it 
is  not  perfect  and  could  use  some  im- 
provement. Many  years  this  industry 
probably  produces  close  to  7,000  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  as  the  cane  stands  on 
the  row.  However,  because  of  the  scrap 
left  in  the  field,  field  spillage  of  loaded 
cane,  highway  spillage  of  loaded  cane, 
the  mud  and  trash  that  is  mixed  into  the 
cane  with  the  harvesting  and  loading 
system  which  reduces  the  amount  of 
sugar  that  can  be  processed  from  the 
cane,  the  losses  due  to  cane  washing  as 
a  result  of  the  mud,  and  the  losses  in 
filter  press  mud,  the  industry  average 
is  normally  less  than  6,000  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  even  in  the  very  good 
years.  On  top  of  these  losses  are  the  ex- 
tra costs  incurred  in  transporting  mud 
and  trash,  the  wear  and  tear  on  field  and 
processing  equipment  because  of  the 
mud,  the  extra  material  that  has  to  be 
processed  and  then  disposed  of  by  the 
factories,  the  environmental  concerns 
about  the  disposal  of  this  material  and 
increased  natural  gas  usage  in  muddy 
conditions.  The  total  costs  of  the  sugar 


that  is  not  recovered  from  the  standing 
cane  can  be  staggering.  Growers  should 
also  be  reminded  that  at  that  point  they 
have  already  paid  to  grow  that  sugar  per 
acre.  It  is  theirs  to  capture.  How  much 
of  this  sugar  can  be  economically  cap- 
tured is  the  main  question  that  should 
be  answered. 

Data  has  been  presented  at  numer- 
ous meetings  recently  with  regards  to 
the  improved  harvester  and  loader 
equipment  that  is  currently  available. 
This  equipment  is  still  not  perfect  and 
still  requires  good  management  to  get 
the  most  efficiency  from  the  cane  crop. 
However,  for  many  growers  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  as  evidenced  by 
their  yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  It  can  be 
shown  that  some  30  to  40  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  are  being  lost  due 
to  mud  and  trash  during  poor  weather. 
Even  if  growers  were  able  to  recapture 
only  half  of  this  amount,  the  result 
would  be  a  gain  of  some  $35,000,000  in 
a  year  such  as  this  when  we  expected  to 
harvest  some  9,000,000  tons  of  cane. 
This  amount  would  have  to  be  split  by 
the  growers  and  processors  but  there  is 
plenty  to  gain  if  the  two  segments  of  the 
industry  work  together  to  bring  the 
delivered  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  closer 
to  its  theoretical  maximum. 

One  of  the  main  questions  that 
lingers  in  the  minds  of  most  growers  is 
"If  I  invest  in  the  newest  equipment  and 
I  deliver  a  cleaner  product  (with  less 
mud  and  trash),  then  my  gross  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  will  decrease  as  my  TRS 
increases.  Will  my  overall  yield  of  sugar 
per  acre  increase  enough  to  pay  for  my 
investment  in  this  new  equipment?" 
The  core  sampler,  the  cane  laboratory 
sampling  methods  and  the  mud  or  sedi- 
ment tests  are  not  perfect,  but  when 
used  properly  with  the  appropriate 
rewards    made    for    clean    cane    and 

(Continued  on  page  33) 
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By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


At  this  writing,  some  of  the  major 
issues  before  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion are  being  heard  on  the  floors  of  each 
house.  The  joint  committees  spent  the 
first  couple  of  weeks  hearing  various 
proposals,  and  sent  on  to  the  floor  those 
felt  to  have  merit.  Basically,  the  pro- 
posals can  be  divided  into  two 
categories:  those  that  place  limitations 
on  spending  and  those  that  provide  the 
ability  to  increase  personal  taxes. 

Something  to  keep  in  mind  is  that, 
whatever  delegates  do  during  this  Con- 
vention, the  measures  will  not  be  im- 
plemented immediately.  These 
measures  simply  will  allow  the 
Legislature  to  take  action,  possibly  in  a 
Special  Session  of  the  Legislature  that 
will  be  held  in  January,  1993.  Indeed, 
a  Convention  proposal  already  has  pass- 
ed the  Senate  that  allows  for  implemen- 
tation at  the  regular  1993  session  of  any 
actions  taken  by  the  Convention  and  ap- 
proved by  voters.  Normally,  odd- 
numbers  years  are  non-tax  years. 

Perhaps  the  most  controversial 
issues  revolve  around  personal  income 
tax  and  the  deductibility  of  federal 
taxes,  and  the  homestead  exemption.  As 
passed  to  the  House  floor,  the  homestead 
exemption  proposal  would  leave  the  ex- 
emption at  $75,000  but  would  allow 
local  governments  to  seek  voter  ap- 
proval to  reduce  the  exemption  on  new 
taxes  and  tax  renewals.  Homeowners  65 
years  old  and  older  would  be  protected 
from  any  reduction  approved  by  voters. 

The  Senate  is  scheduled  today  to 
hear  the  income  tax  and  federal  deduc- 
tibility proposals.  If  passed  as  written, 
there  would  be  an  eight  percent  cap 
placed  on  personal  and  corporate  income 
taxes,  and  the  constitutional  require- 
ment that  federal  income  tax  paid  be 


allowed  as  a  deduction  from  state  in- 
come tax  would  be  removed.  Currently, 
individual  income  tax  rates  are  set  in 
the  constitution  at  two  percent,  four  per- 
cent, and  six  percent,  depending  on  the 
income  bracket  into  which  the  taxpayer 
falls.  However,  simply  placing  an  eight 
percent  cap  on  the  rates  would  not 
automatically  increase  taxpayers'  rates; 
this  would  need  to  be  done  by  statute, 
as  mentioned  earlier. 

Reducing  the  homestead  exemption, 
increasing  the  income  tax  rates,  and 
disallowing  federal  deductibility  have 
long  been  a  part  of  the  "fiscal  reform" 
package  advocated  by  former  Governor 
Roemer,  the  Public  Affairs  Research 
Council  (PAR),  the  Council  for  a  Better 
Louisiana  (CABL),  and  the  Louisiana 
Council  for  Fiscal  Reform  (LCFR).  The 
rationale  was  that  this  would  spread  the 
tax  load  more  equitably,  and  remove 
some  of  the  tax  burden  from  business, 
which  pays  one  of  the  highest  percen- 
tages of  taxes  in  the  country. 

However,  when  these  organizations 
put  together  their  programs,  they  in- 
cluded components  that  would  concur- 
rently increase  individual  taxes  and 
decrease  business  taxes.  As  you  have 
probably  realized,  the  tax  increases  are 
being  proposed,  but  the  decreases  are 
not  to  be  seen.  Nevertheless,  these  in- 
dependent groups  that  advocate  fiscal 
reform  state  that  several  of  the  other 
components  of  the  fiscal  reform  package 
have  been  passed  in  previous  legislative 
sessions  and  placing  limitations  on  spen- 
ding and  shifting  the  tax  burden  a  bit 
to  the  individual  will  move  us  that  much 
closer  to  true  fiscal  reform. 

The  key  question,  of  course,  remains 
the  same:  But  what  will  the  people  say 
(Continued  on  page  34) 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  I  Consultants,  Inc. 

HURRICANE  ANDREW  AND  FISH  KILLS 


The  September  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin  discussed  water  pollution 
associated  with  storm  water  discharges 
from  farms  and  sugar  mills.  The  discus- 
sion did  not  cover  storm  water  from  Hur- 
ricane Andrew  because  it  was  obvious- 
ly an  unforeseen  event,  considering  the 
long  lead  time  for  bulletin  editing  and 
printing.  That  hurricane  and  the 
massive  fish  kills  occurring  afterwards, 
did  much  to  help  put  the  whole  issue  of 
water  pollution,  particularly  the  views 
of  environmentalists  and  news 
reporters,  in  a  different  perspective.  The 
situation  was  humorously  but  incisive- 
ly illustrated  a  few  days  after  the  storm 
by  a  cartoon  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Ad- 
vocate depicting  a  bedraggled  crop 
duster  standing  near  his  airplane  and 
swearing  to  an  interrogator  that  he  had 
not  sprayed  anywhere  near  the  At- 
chafalaya  Basin. 

Hurricane  Andrew  did  indeed  cause 
massive  fish  kills  in  South  Louisiana, 
mostly  south  of  Highway  190  between 
the  Vermillion  River  Basin  on  the  west 
and  the  Amite  River  Basin  on  the  east. 
Coastal  and  offshore  areas  were  also 
severely  affected.  The  Atchafalaya 
Basin  was  especially  hard  hit,  apparent- 
ly stripped  of  commercial  and  game  fish. 
The  financial  impact  on  commercial 
fishing  and  recreation  industries  is 
devastating.  Interestingly,  there  are  no 
farms,  heavy  industries,  municipalities 
or  other  environmental  outcasts  in  the 
Atchafalaya  Basin  that  can  be  blamed 
by  the  news  media.  Environmental 
reporters  don't  ordinarily  "shake  a  fist" 
at    Mother   Nature,    and    someone    or 


something  must  be  castigated  for  the 
outrage,  so  the  U.  S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  had  better  be  prepared  for  the 
onslaught. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  massive 
fish  kills  have  occurred  following  a  ma- 
jor hurricane.  Hurricane  Betsy  of  1965 
caused  massive  fish  kills  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin. 
Thousands  of  crabs  were  observed  on 
levees  and  other  high  ground  attemp- 
ting to  escape  waters  devoid  of  life  sus- 
taining dissolved  oxygen.  What  happen- 
ed was  there  was  so  much  vegetation 
blown  down  abruptly  into  the  waters  of 
the  basin  that  dissolved  oxygen  (DO) 
was  depleted  by  decay  of  the  vegetation 
before  oxygen  could  be  replaced  by 
natural  processes  such  as  diffusion  from 
the  air  or  photosynthesis.  However,  fish 
kills  attributed  to  Hurricane  Betsy  were 
not  as  great  as  those  reported  in  the  At- 
chafalaya Basin  after  Hurricane 
Andrew. 

There  are  a  number  of  explanations 
for  the  comparatively  high  fish  mor- 
talities recently  experienced  in  the  At- 
chafalaya Basin.  Hurricane  Betsy 
entered  Louisiana  on  September  9,  at 
Grand  Isle  and  the  eye  followed  a  track 
through  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge 
whereas  Hurricane  Andrew  entered  the 
state  on  August  26,  and  the  eye  passed 
directly  over  much  of  the  Atchafalaya 
Basin.  Higher  winds  and  gi^eater  leaf 
blowdown  is  experienced  along  the  path 
of  the  eye  of  hurricanes  than  at  the 
fringe  of  such  storms,  and  ambient 
stream  water  temperature  is  ordinarily 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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significantly  higher  on  August  26,  then 
on  September  9.  Higher  water 
temperatures  accelerate  oxygen  deple- 
tion rates  associated  with  decay  of 
organic  matter  such  as  green  leaves. 
Furthermore,  there  has  been  significant 
siltation  in  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  since 
1965,  and  there  is  now  much  more  dry 
land  (and  vegetation  thereon)  and  much 
less  water  volume.  Also,  Betsy  was  a 
wet  storm  whereas  Andrew  gave  very 
little  rainwater  to  dilute  and  help  wash 
out  the  pollutants  (leaf  blowdown,  most- 
ly) causing  the  problem.  The  important 
thing  is  major  fish  kills  have  occurred 
in  the  basin  before  and  will  probably 
happen  again,  and  the  fish  will  also 
come  back. 

There  are  lessons  that  everyone 
needs  to  learn  from  these  hurricane  ex- 
periences. One  important  thing  to  learn 
is  that  it  is  foolish  to  expect  optimum 
conditions  for  all  water  species  at  all 
places  and  all  times.  For  example,  when 
''stream  standards"  were  being 
established  pursuant  to  the  Federal 
Water  Pollution  Control  Act  of  1972, 
EPA  officials  demanded  that  the  old 
Louisiana  Stream  Control  Commission 
set  standards  requiring  a  minimum  DO 
content  in  all  streams  of  5.0  ppm,  in- 
cluding coastal  bayous,  lagoons  and  em- 
bayments.  When  the  Commission  balk- 
ed because  many  coastal  streams  in 
their  purely  natural  state  do  quite  well 
with  much  less  DO,  Federal  fisheries  ex- 
perts (from  the  New  England  area,  no 
less)  were  sent  to  advise  that  a 
minimum  DO  of  5.0  ppm  is  absolutely 
essential  for  the  survival  of  native  fauna 
and  that  no  lower  standard  would  be  ap- 
proved as  required  under  the  Act.  For- 
tunately, no  one  told  this  to  the  native 
fish  or  they  would  have  surely  died  long 
before  Hurricane  Andrew  came. 


Environmentalists  insist  on 
idealistic  and  often  unachievable  water 
quality  (stream)  standards  because  they 
believe  that  all  pollution  is  bad  and 
therefore  absolutely  no  pollution  should 
be  released  into  the  environment.  By 
setting  standards  higher  than  can  be 
achieved  naturally,  there  is  theoretical- 
ly no  room  for  any  man-made  pollutants 
and  no  legal  basis  for  issuing  new 
wastewater  discharge  permits  and  ex- 
isting pollution  sources  must  be  cur- 
tailed or  eliminated  altogether.  For  in- 
stance, to  meet  the  strict  DO  standards 
for  South  Louisiana  streams,  many 
sugar  mills  must  impound  treated 
wastewater  for  many  months  until 
wastewaters  meet  the  standard  for  the 
stream  into  which  it  is  to  be  discharged 
even  though  the  stream  itself  may  not 
and  perhaps  under  natural  conditions 
cannot  actually  meet  that  standard. 
Ironically,  it  may  have  been  possible  to 
release  some  of  these  impounded  waters 
after  the  storm  and  perhaps  have  saved 
some  of  the  fish  from  dying,  but  such 
common  sense  action  would  violate  en- 
vironmentalist doctrine  and,  unfor- 
tunately, the  terms  of  existing  discharge 
permits. 

Hurricane  Andrew  was  no  doubt  a 
disaster  of  major  proportions,  but 
hopefully  it  has  taught  a  lesson  about 
people  and  the  environment  that  may 
help  in  setting  environmental  goals  and 
objectives  that  are  both  desirable  and 
achievable,  and  in  adopting  regulations 
that  are  intended  more  for  achieving 
these  goals  than  for  punishing  pariahs 
of  the  environmental  movement. 
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Wanted:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 


For  Sale:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons.  Call 
(504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


For  Sale:  1  -  J&L  8-18  Cane  Harvester  with  3304  Caterpillar  engine.  Harvester  cut  90  acres  of 
cane  per  year  -  low  hours;  1  -  Thomson  flex  boom  cane  loader  mounted  on  D-1 7  tractor;  Self  pro- 
pelled front  end  loader  powered  by  John  Deere  engine.  1  -  1755  Oliver  Hi-Clearance  Cane  Trac- 
tor; 1  -  Castnos  Cane  Shaver  (single  row);  1  -  John  Deere  3-row  (less  off  bar  sets)  Thomson  Cane 
Cart  Axles,  Hubs  and  Bearings.  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport,  LA  or  call  (504)  532-3457  bet- 
ween 11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls) 


For  Sale:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on  warranty  on  engine. 
1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988 


For  Sale:  3  Cane  Carts  -  Double  Axle,  12.5  -  13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons,  New  Grader 
Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


For  Sale:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
-  $2,500.  2  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D1 9  Tractor,  Good  Condi- 
tion -  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


For  Sale:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office  or  (318)  856-7948 
home. 


For  Sale:  1971  LI  6  J&L  Self  Propelled  Field  Loader.  Good  running  condition  -  $5,500.  Call  (504) 
335-0258  or  (504)  627-9641  after  6  p.m. 


For  Sale:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


Wanted:  Assistant  Farm  Manager  for  Sugarcane  Farm  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish.  Some  Welding 
and  Mechanical  ability  helpful.  Salary  based  on  ability.  Call  (504)  627-  5341. 


For  Sale:  2-HiCrop  4230's;  1-210C  Prentice  Transloader.  Call  (504)  785-1078  Night  Only. 


For  Sale:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2  Rayne 
Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call  (318) 
276-6230. 

For  Sale:  1 985  Barko  Loader  with  4BT  Cummins  Engine,  Moounted  on  a  1 977  International  2070 
Truck.  All  Cylinders  have  been  repacked.  $32,000.00  Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General, 
Broussard,  LA  (318)  837-2907.       

For  Sale:  Used  Prentice  Model  180  Loader,  Mounted  on  Ford  9000  Tandem  Truck.  Loader  Engine 
Rebuilt,  Grapple  Rebuilt.  New  Loader  Hydraulic  Pump.  Completely  Painted  and  Detailed.  $37,500.00 
Contact  George  Landry,  Scott/General,  Broussard,  LA  (318)  837-2907. 


For  Sale:  1973  Diesel  Thomson  Harvester  with  Caterpillar  Engine.  60  Series  Husky  Transfer  Loader 
on  1978  Ford  Truck  with  4  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  (504)  532-  3948  or  (504)  532-3760. 


For  Sale:  1394  International  4  Wheel  Drive  Tractor  -  good  condition  -  $8,000.  Call  3-D  Chemical, 
Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 

For  Sale:  1978  International  Loadstar  1850  Diesel  Truck  with  Air  Brakes  -  will  make  excellent  Farm 
Truck  -  $3,800.  Call  3-D  Chemical,  Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


STEAM  AND  WATER 


As  the  raw  sugar  factories  expand  in 
capacity,  and  in  some  cases  add  refining 
capability,  the  needs  for  energy  efficien- 
cy and  for  efficient  and  non-polluting 
use  of  water  are  becoming  increasingly 
important.  Several  papers  were 
presented  at  this  year's  meeting  of  the 
Australian  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  which  deal  with  water 
quality  and  usage  and  with  steam  use 
in  juice  heating  and  evaporation. 

Peter  Wright  reviewed  quite  exten- 
sively the  options  for  the  reduction  of 
condensation  load  and  cooling  water  re- 
quirements of  the  raw  sugar  factory. 
Both  water  demand  and  thermal  pollu- 
tion (discharge  of  warmer  water  into  a 
source  stream)  are  considered  since 
these  are  both  subject  to  increasing 
regulation.  Some  of  the  options  are  fair- 
ly simple,  involving  operational  changes 
in  the  factory,  while  others  involve 
significant,  and  often  expensive, 
changes  in  evaporator  and  heater  bleed 
arrangements.  The  use  of  process 
simulation  and  check  lists  to  help  in 
determining  strategies  to  alleviate  pro- 
blems are  described. 

Reduction  in  water  usage  can  be 
achieved  at  the  expense  of  reduced  mill 
extraction  and  increased  filter  losses  but 
these  are  unacceptable.  Good  control  of 
the  pan  station  can  reduce  water  usage, 
condenser  loading  and  steam  re- 
quirements. It  is  estimated  that  process 
steam  requirements  could  be  reduced  by 
8  t/h  for  a  500  tc/h  factory  if  the  follow- 
ing are  avoided:  low  brix  syrup;  ex- 
cessive dilution  of  A-  and  B-molasses; 


pans  idled  on  water  with  zero  net 
evaporation;  excessive  use  of  water  for 
movement,  sight  glass  washing  and 
washing  out  of  fine  grain;  dilution  of  C- 
sugar  and  pan  boilouts.  Clarified  juice 
can  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  water  in 
several  of  these  cases. 

The  most  important  factors  in  reduc- 
ing process  steam  demand  are  the 
number  of  effects  and  the  vapor  bleeding 
arrangements.  These  are  described  in 
some  detail,  including  a  comparison  of 
the  bleeding  to  non-contact  and  direct 
contact  juice  heaters.  The  latter  have 
the  advantage  of  being  able  to  use  low 
temperature  vapor  (for  the  initial 
heating  of  the  juice)  and  being  non- 
fouling  but  the  vapor  condensed  into  the 
juice  has  to  be  re-evaporated. 

Amongst  others,  the  option  of  dum- 
ping vapors  (at  above  atmospheric 
pressure)  to  the  atmosphere  is  con- 
sidered as  a  means  of  reducing  con- 
denser vapor  load  at  the  expense  of  pro- 
cess steam  efficiency.  Also  discussed 
briefly  is  the  possibility  of  rejection  to 
the  atmosphere  of  vapor  from  later 
bodies  after  recompression,  but  the  cost 
penalty  would  be  high.  Severe  restric- 
tions on  thermal  pollution  would  be 
necessary  before  such  options  become 
reasonable. 

Minimization  of  the  quantity  of  cool- 
ing water  can  be  achieved  by  selection 
of  low  temperature  cooling  water,  im- 
proved condenser  efficiency  and  opera- 
tion at  higher  condensing  vapor 
temperatures.  The  latter  involves 
(Continued  on  page  35) 
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TESTIMONY  OF  CHARLES  THIBAUT 

CHAIRMAN,  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

PRESENTED  TO 

SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  TRADE 

COMMITTEE  ON  WAYS  &  MEANS 

UNITED  STATES  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER  22,  1992 


The  following  testimony  was  presented  on  behalf  of  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  American  Sugarbeet  Growers  Association,  Florida  Sugar 
Cane  League,  Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters'  Association,  Rio  Grande  Valley 
Sugar  Growers,  Sugar  Cane  Growers  Cooperative  of  Florida,  U.S.  Beet 
Sugar  Association  &  U.S.  Cane  Sugar  Refiners  Association. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Committee,  my  name  is  Charles 
Thibaut.  I  am  a  Louisiana  sugarcane 
farmer  and  am  also  employed  by  a  Loui- 
siana cooperative  processor  of  sugarcane 
into  rav^  sugar.  I  appear  here  today  in 
my  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League.  Accompanying  me 
today  is  Mr.  Luther  Markw^art,  Ex- 
ecutive Vice  President  of  the  American 
Sugarbeet  Growlers  Association.  My 
testimony  is  presented  on  behalf  of  the 
entire  United  States  sugar  industry,  in- 
cluding sugarcane  and  sugarbeet 
farmers  and  processors  and  cane  sugar 
refiners.  The  domestic  United  States 
sugar  industry  is  united  in  its  opposition 
to  NAFTA  in  its  present  form. 

Gentlemen,  we  sugarcane  and 
sugarbeet  farmers  are  a  hardy  lot.  Over 
the  years  we  have  on  many  occasions 
suffered  the  ravages  of  inclement 
weather,  infestation  of  our  crops  by  in- 
sects and  diseases  and  adverse  economic 
conditions.  Recently  a  large  segment  of 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  was 
devastated    by    Hurricane    Andrew. 


Nevertheless,  as  we  have  done  on  so 
many  occasions  in  the  past,  we  will  sur- 
vive this  most  recent  natural  disaster. 
In  late  September  or  early  October  of 
this  year,  we  Louisianians  will  com- 
mence our  197th  consecutive  annual 
sugarcane  harvest.  Hopefully,  there  will 
be  many  more  to  come. 

Although  we  have  consistently  over- 
come natural  and  economic  adversity  in 
the  past,  we  frankly  believe  we  cannot 
overcome  the  effects  of  the  proposed 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  To  require  the  United  States 
sugar  industry  to  face  unfettered  com- 
petition from  producers  in  a  nation 
whose  standard  of  living,  wage  rates, 
employee  protection  laws  and  en- 
vironmental standards  are  far  lower 
than  our  own  is  to  negotiate  and 
legislate  us  out  of  business.  If  enacted 
in  its  present  form,  this  is  exactly  what 
NAFTA  will  do. 

Despite  increased  costs  imposed  on 
United  States  producers  by  government 
regulations  concerning  wages,  worker's 
compensation    and    unemployment 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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TESTIMONY  (Continued  from  page 
insurance,  and  other  occupational  and 
environmental  concerns,  international 
sugar  experts  generally  regard  Mexican 
sugar  producers  to  be  higher  cost,  less 
efficient  producers  than  those  from  the 
United  States.  Our  superior  technology, 
equipment  and  know-how  more  than 
compensate  for  Mexico's  low  wage  rates, 
lax  environmental  standards  and  other 
low  operating  costs.  However,  if  Mex- 
ican producers  could  combine  U.S. 
equipment  and  technology  with  their 
own  low  wage  rates  and  lax  en- 
vironmental and  workers'  protection 
standards,  they  could  produce  sugar  far 
more  cheaply  than  any  U.S.  producers. 
Considering  the  huge  profits  that  would 
result  to  Mexican  producers  from  a  com- 
bination of  U.S.  technology,  Mexican 
operating  costs  and  NAFTA,  it  is  naive 
to  believe  that  such  technology  will  not 
be  made  available  by  foreign  capital 
from  both  United  States'  investors  and 
those  from  other  nations.  When  that  oc- 
curs, the  domestic  sugar  industry  will 
cease  to  exist  as  a  significant  contributor 
to  our  nation's  economy. 

The  domestic  sugar  industry 
employs,  directly  or  indirectly,  over 
200,000  persons  with  an  annual  payroll 
well  in  excess  of  a  billion  dollars  to  tax- 
paying  American  citizens.  Most  of  our 
field  workers  and  many  of  our  processor 
employees  are  persons  of  limited  skills 
who  will  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  find  other  employment.  If 
substitute  employment  is  available  to 
those  people,  it  is  likely  they  will  move 
down  the  pay  scale  and  not  up  the  scale 
to  better  jobs. 

As  you  gentlemen  are  aware,  Mex- 
ico is  currently  a  net  importer  of  sugar. 
Its  current  quota  into  the  United  States 
is  7,259  metric  tons.  Under  the  agree- 
ment as  presently  proposed,  if  in  any  of 
the  first  six  years  Mexico  is  projected  to 
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be  a  surplus  producer  of  sugar,  it  will  be 
permitted  to  export  up  to  25,000  tons  of 
exportable  surplus  into  the  U.S.,  duty 
free.  Beginning  in  year  seven  of  the 
agreement,  Mexico  will  be  permitted  to 
export  up  to  150,000  tons  of  exportable 
surplus  into  the  U.S.,  duty  free,  which 
tonnage  will  escalate  by  10  percent  per 
year  over  the  remainder  of  the  15-year 
period.  However,  if  Mexico  reaches  net 
export  status  for  two  consecutive  years, 
including  years  one  through  six,  it  may 
ship  the  total  amount  of  its  surplus  pro- 
duction of  sugar  into  the  U.S.,  duty  free. 
At  the  end  of  the  15-year  transition 
period,  all  import  restrictions  will  be 
removed. 

It  is  very  likely  that  under  the  pro- 
posed agreement  Mexico  will  become  a 
surplus  producer  and  exporter  of  sugar 
well  before  the  15th  year  of  the  transi- 
tion period.  Mexico  currently  utilizes  ap- 
proximately 1.5  million  tons  of  sugar  an- 
nually as  beverage  sweetener,  par- 
ticularly in  soft  drinks.  By  substituting 
high  fructose  corn  syrup  for  sugar  in 
their  soft  drink  industry,  it  is  an- 
ticipated that  Mexico  will  become  a 
surplus  producer  by  the  fifth  or  sixth 
year  of  the  agreement.  Mexican  private 
sector  representatives  publicly  project 
production  increases  from  3.7  million 
tons  to  6  million  tons  within  10  years. 
U.S.  Government  experts  have  been 
quoted  as  saying  Mexico  could  become 
an  exporter  of  as  much  as  800,000  tons 
by  1996. 

Under  the  sugar  section  of  the  Food, 
Agriculture,  Conservation  and  Trade 
Act  of  1990,  commonly  known  as  the 
"Farm  Bill,"  the  U.S.  domestic  sugar  in- 
dustry is  supported  by  production  loans 
of  18  cents  per  pound,  which  is  less  than 
the  18.7  cents  per  pound  direct  payment 
program  which  Mexico  provides  for  its 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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producers.  Moreover,  our  Farm  Bill 
mandates  the  operation  of  the  sugar 
loan  program  at  no  cost  to  the  federal 
government.  The  no-cost  feature  of  the 
Farm  Bill  has  been  successfully  achiev- 
ed since  1985  by  preventing  the  dump- 
ing of  excess  production  from  foreign  na- 
tions onto  the  U.S.  market,  while  still 
providing  import  quotas  to  40  foreign 
nations  (including  Mexico)  at  attractive 
prices.  The  influx  into  the  U.S.  of 
unlimited  amounts  of  displaced  Mexican 
sugar  will  render  the  no-cost  mandate 
of  the  Farm  Bill  impossible  to  achieve 
and  thus  defeat  the  intent  of  Congress. 
Additionally,  the  other  39  nations  which 
have  traditionally  imported  sugar  into 
the  U.S.  (many  of  which  are  Caribbean 
nations  with  serious  economic  problems 
of  their  own)  will  suffer  severe  losses  as 
a  result  of  NAFTA.  The  President  of  the 
CBI  Sugar  Group,  in  a  letter  to  former 
Secretary  of  State  Baker,  stated,  "This, 
in  our  opinion,  would  be  totally  unfair 
to  the  traditional  suppliers  of  the  U.S. 
market  and  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and 
perhaps  the  letter  of  existing  GATT 
agreements."  Spokesmen  for  other 
sugar-producing  nations  have  express- 
ed similar  dismay  over  the  unfair  and 
GATT-incompatible  aspects  of  the  sugar 
section  of  NAFTA.  We  believe  their  con- 
cerns are  well-founded. 

In  its  present  form,  the  sugar  pro- 
visions of  NAFTA  will  result  in  the  fur- 
ther weakening  of  the  economy  of 
numerous  Caribbean  and  other  undevel- 
oped nations  and  will  cause  a  drastic 
shrinkage  or,  perhaps,  even  the  demise 
of  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  untold  thousands  of  U.S. 
jobs.  Although  additional  low-paying 
jobs  will  undoubtedly  be  created  in  Mex- 
ico, the  real  winners  will  be  the  Mexican 
investors  who  will  reap  untold  profits 
from  United  States  consumers.  The  loss 
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to  the  United  States  and  its  other  tradi- 
tional trading  partners  will  be 
catastrophic. 

To  ease  the  burden  to  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry,  the  agreement  must  be 
modified  in  several  respects.  First,  as 
previously  stated,  Mexico  will  be  given 
increased  access  to  the  U.S.  market  any 
year  it  is  projected  to  achieve  "surplus 
producer"  status.  The  determination  of 
"surplus  producer"  status  must  be 
modified  to  include  in  the  consumption 
calculations  not  only  sugar  but  also 
other  caloric  sweeteners,  particularly 
corn  sweeteners.  Otherwise,  Mexico  will 
have  tremendous  incentive  to  achieve 
surplus  status  merely  by  replacing  the 
1.5  million  tons  of  sugar  presently  con- 
sumed by  its  beverage  industry  with 
corn  sweeteners  and  shipping  its  surplus 
sugar  to  the  U.S.  Additionally,  the 
"surplus  producer"  calculations  must  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  verifiable  history 
and  not  just  on  vague  projections  as 
presently  provided. 

Secondly,  there  must  be  an  access 
limitation  incorporated  into  the  agree- 
ment. Under  the  current  proposal,  Mex- 
ico's access  would  be  expanded  to 
150,000  tons  in  year  seven  and  be  in- 
creased by  10  percent  per  year  during 
years  eight  through  15.  By  year  15,  this 
would  amount  to  imports  of  322,000 
tons,  44  times  Mexico's  current  access. 
At  the  end  of  the  15th  year,  or  at  any 
earlier  time  that  Mexico  achieves 
surplus  producer  status  for  two  con- 
secutive years,  Mexico  would  be  permit- 
ted to  send  its  entire  net  surplus  produc- 
tion to  U.S.  markets.  This  provision 
must  be  stricken.  At  no  time  should 
Mexico  have  virtually  unlimited  access 
to  U.S.  markets,  particularly  after  a 
mere  six  years. 

Moreover,  when  domestic  marketing 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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allocations  are  imposed  under  the  U.S. 
sugar  program,  imports  from  Mexico,  or 
any  other  country,  above  the  1.25 
million  short  ton  minimum,  must  be 
subject  to  the  common  external  tariff.  To 
prevent  substitution  of  sugar  during  or 
after  the  transition  period,  Mexico  must 
apply  the  common  external  tariff  to  all 
non-NAFTA  sugar  imports  after  it 
achieves  net  surplus  producer  status. 

Thirdly,  under  the  agreement  as 
presently  drafted,  U.S.  Section  22  pro- 
tection for  refined  sugar  and  sugar- 
containing  products  will  be  phased  out 
over  10  years.  This  transition  period 
should  be  increased  to  15  years,  consis- 
tent with  the  transition  period  for  raw 
sugar. 

The  U.S.  sugar  industry  has  no 
alternative  but  to  vigorously  oppose  the 
adoption  of  the  agreement  as  written. 
Hopefully,  Congress  will  be  able  to  per- 
suade the  Administration  to  accept 
these,  and  perhaps  other,  changes  in 
order  to  prevent  serious  damage  to  the 
U.S.  economy. 

Gentlemen,  the  sugar  section  of 
NAFTA  is  a  losing  proposition  for  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  and  all  its 
employees.  It  effectively  eliminates  a 
viable,  successful  U.S.  industry  and 
transports  that  industry,  together  with 
its  hundreds  of  thousands  of  jobs,  to 
Mexico.  The  present  Administration, 
together  with  its  immediate  pred- 
ecessor, has  been  trying  to  legislatively 
destroy  our  industry  for  years.  Because 
of  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  its  efforts 
have  been  unsuccessful.  Under  the  pro- 
posed NAFTA,  the  Administration  is  at- 
tempting to  do  administratively  through 
a  secretly-negotiated  trade  agreement 
that  which  it  was  prevented  from  doing 
legislatively. 

In  1990  the  U.S.  House  of  Represent- 
atives, by  a  vote  of  271  to  150,  approved 
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the  sugar  section  of  the  Farm  Bill, 
thereby  overwhelmingly  expressing  its 
support  of  the  current  sugar  program 
and  a  strong  domestic  sugar  industry. 
Hopefully,  that  support  will  continue. 
We  appreciate  the  opportunity  of 
testifying  today  and  will  attempt  to 
answer  any  questions  you  may  have. 
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Canadian  citizen's  buying  power  in 
Canada  dropped  around  20  percent  and 
they  come  to  the  U.S.  by  the  thousands 
day  after  day  —  to  buy  groceries,  ap- 
pliances, to  do  business  and  to  vacation. 

Will  the  worm  turn?  —  who  knows  — 

Has  anyone  gained?  Sure-  there  are 
winners  and  losers  but  there  is  very  lit- 
tle stability  or  predictability  left  in  the 
system. 

Certainly,  the  vital  importance  of 
the  exchange  rate  issue  should  be  ap- 
parent to  everyone  —  but  unfortunate- 
ly it  is  not  even  on  the  table  in  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  —  and 
there  appears  to  be  small  chance  that  it 
will  be  understood  soon  by  either  side. 
Mexico  heralded  its  getting  down  close 
to  a  20  percent  inflation  rate  —  but  com- 
pared to  the  U.S.  rate  of  four  to  six  per- 
cent, it's  very  difficult  to  see  how  there 
can  be  any  predictability  or  reliability 
in  investments  on  either  side  of  the 
border.  In  all  probability  the  production 
sector  will  do  best  in  the  higher  inflation 
nations.  In  addition  —  predicting  curren- 
cy values  or  government  manipulation 
of  them  is  almost  impossible.  No  one  can 
deny  the  significance  of  that  as  we  look 
to  the  future. 

But  let's  take  a  look  at  the  oil  side 
of  energy.  For  six  years  now  I  have  wat- 
ched the  North  Dakota  and  United 
States  oil  industry  disintegrate.  I  and 
lots  of  others  have  pleaded  with  federal 
officials  to  do  something  to  protect 
American  producers  -  for  the  consumers 
sake  —  for  our  national  security's  sake 
and  for  the  sake  of  our  young  men  and 
women  in  military  service,  if  not,  in  fact, 
for  our  producers  themselves.  Our  pleas 
have  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 

We  have  gone  from  about  5,000  drill- 
ing rigs  in  the  United  States  to  about 
600.  Thousands  of  small  wells  have  been 
capped  and  probably  lost  forever  —  even 


(Continued  from  page  7) 

while  we've  gone  to  importing  well  over 
one-half  of  our  oil.  The  foolishness  of  all 
of  this  from  every  point  of  view  is  almost 
unbelievable.  Finite  resources  are  lost 
in  thousands  of  abandoned  wells.  Our 
trade  deficit  remains  heavily  bloated. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  jobs  have  been 
lost  —  and,  incredibly,  the  nation's 
security  and  that  of  the  free  world  re- 
mains hopelessly  exposed  to  oil  tyranny. 

Three  times  in  the  last  eight  years, 
U.S.  forces  went  to  the  Middle  East  to 
protect  our  petroleum  posterior  —  the 
last  time  at  huge  cost.  While  the  conflict 
was  on,  the  President  told  us  repeated- 
ly it  wasn't  over  oil  at  all,  we  were 
fighting  tyranny  —  But  it  was  really  oil 
—  And  now  surprisingly  the  President 
brags  about  saving  the  U.S.  energy 
supply. 

Here's  what  really  happened! 

When  Iraq  moved  into  Kuwait  the 
crises  was  apparent.  Not  only  were 
significant  crude  supplies  lost  —  but 
much  more  importantly  something  in 
the  area  of  7  percent  of  U.S.  refining 
capacity  was  lost  as  well.  Already  in 
September  or  October  the  Energy 
Department  warned  governors  of  an  im- 
pending serious  shortage  of  propane. 
The  potential  for  a  cold  winter  ahead 
hinted  at  a  major  crises. 

To  make  the  situation  doubly  ex- 
plosive, Iraq  threatened  Saudi  Arabia  as 
well  —  In  Saudi  Arabia  lay  even  more 
huge  supplies  of  crude,  but  more  impor- 
tantly, another  8  to  10  percent  of  our 
refining  capacity. 

We  faced  an  emergency  of  dramatic 
proportions  —  and  the  President  right- 
ly moved  with  decisive  force. 

What  brought  all  of  us  to  this  point 

is  the  part  of  the  story  that  no  one  told 

was  this:  Faced  with  not  only  a  rapidly 

declining  source  of  domestic  crude  but 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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threat  of  it  part  of  the  ''market."  —  part 
of  the  policy? 


rapidly  escalating  regulatory  costs,  over 
100  U.S.  oil  refineries  had  shut  down  in 
the  ten  years  prior  to  the  Iraq  invasion 
of  Kuwait.  Not  one  new  refinery  has 
been  built  in  the  U.S.  in  16  years.  Where 
did  increased  production  go?  You  guess- 
ed it  —  Kuwait  and  Saudi  Arabia  — 
that's  free  trade. 

Now  the  crowning  incongruity  of  all 
of  this  came  a  few  short  months  later 
when  President  Bush  announced  his  Na- 
tional Energy  Strategy  at  a  White 
House  news  conference.  Having  worked 
extensively  with  Admiral  Watkins  and 
Henson  Moore,  the  two  fine  heads  of  the 
Department  of  Energy,  I  was  there  on- 
ly a  few  feet  from  the  President.  I  could 
not  believe  my  ears.  He  began  the  news 
conference  with  these  words,  "The  na- 
tional energy  policy  of  this  administra- 
tion will  be  based  on  market  forces, 
because,"  he  said,  "the  market  is  work- 
ing so  well!" 

We  had  just  spent  100  billion 
dollars,  in  Kuwait  and  Iraq,  carrying 
out  the  war.  200,000  people  were  dead. 
Kuwait  was  still  literally  in  flames  and 
"The  market  was  working  so  well!"  I 
was  dumbfounded.  Who  did  he  think  he 
was  fooling.  Is  war  and  the  constant 


The  head  of  one  energy  company  in 
Texas,  George  Mitchell  C.E.O.  of  Mit- 
chell Energy  and  Development,  com- 
mented "Yeah,  we  had  an  energy  policy 
—  go  to  war." 

And  here  we  are,  not  many  months 
later  and  we  may  very  well  be  on  the 
way  back  over  to  the  middle  east  where 
oil  tyranny  and  the  potential  for  it  still 
threaten  the  world. 

Make  no  mistake  about  this  —  it  is 
oil  politics,  oil  profits  and  oil  tyranny 
that  are  involved. 

Is  this  the  free  market! 

I  do  not  know  when  the  com- 
petitiveness of  United  States  sugar 
refineries  will  be  lost  and  move  away  — 
nor  do  I  know  when  the  tyranny  of 
joblessness  and  hunger  will  explode  in- 
to riots.  But  I  do  know  that  world  food 
supply  is  very  vulnerable.  It  is  ironic 
that  France  with  one-fourth  the  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States  has  preserved 
more  farmers  on  the  land  than  has  the 
United  States.  I  know  the  urbanization 
of  society  has  produced  mammoth  prob- 
lems and  I  know  there  are  some 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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incredible  inequities  developing  under 
the  guise  of  free  trade.  I  know  many  can- 
dy makers  want  the  NAFTA  so  they  can 
take  their  jobs  out  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  know  some  of  this  is  our  own  fault. 

Is  the  pitting  of  U.S.  products  under 
heavy  regulatory  cost  of  production  in 
the  U.S.  —  against  products  with  little, 
if  any,  of  the  same  costs,  free  trade?  Do 
we  pass  law  after  law  to  protect  tiny  fish 
and  spotted  owls  with  huge  incumbent 
costs  and  then  applaud  the  dumping  of 
foreign  products  on  our  shores  that  carry 
no  such  cost  or  even  concern? 

We  ran  a  study  on  the  cost  of  coal  at 
the  mine  mouth  in  North  Dakota.  One 
half  of  the  cost  is  societally  imposed. 
And  North  Dakota's  manufacturing 
climate  is  regularly  ranked  as  the  best 
in  the  nation  and  yet  fully  one-half  the 
cost  is  for  societal  purposes. 

Liability  law,  environmental  law, 
unemployment  insurance,  worker's 
compensation,  social  security,  equal  op- 
portunity, minimum  wage,  OSHA, 
health  care  and  retirement,  all  raise  the 
cost  of  United  States  production.  And 
these  programs  have  good  purposes  .  .  . 
to  protect  our  people  and  people  who 
come  after  us. 

And  yet  we  all  embrace  lovingly 
those  foreign,  cheap  products  that  have 
no  such  costs  —  like  French  airplanes 
that  have  no  liability  protection  and 
mid-east  oil  that  has  no  assurance  of 
supply. 

Is  that  free  trade? 

Now,  I  don't  expect  everything  in 
every  country  to  be  the  same  —  I'm  just 
convinced  of  two  things. 

1.  An  economy  without  a  stable  pro- 
duction sector  is  about  as  fragile 
as  a  house  of  cards. 

2.  When  you  get  to  food  and  energy 
you'd  better  remember  that  while 
consumers  like  cheap  supplies  — 


(Continued  from  page  23) 

they  sure  don't  like  hunger  and 
cold  .  .  .  ask  the  Europeans  who 
remember  two  wars,  ask  the  Rus- 
sians. Any  government  that  is  so 
shortsighted  as  to  expose  its  peo- 
ple to  that  eventuality  is  very 
short  sighted  indeed  and  is 
doomed  to  failure. 
So  what  are  my  conclusions  about 

world  trade,  GATT,  NAFTA,  food  and 

energy  and  all  of  that? 

1.  The  variable  currency  systems 
must  be  at  least  recognized  as  a 
serious  problem  —  In  multilateral 
agreements  some  provision, 
perhaps  a  tariff  used  against 
declining  valued  currencies  with 
a  moving  average  for  a  base,  is 
needed. 

2.  In  the  area  of  vital  food  and 
energy  commodities  some  goal, 
say  80  percent  of  domestic  need, 
should  be  recognized  as  valid  for 
subsidy  and  protection  in 
domestic  sourcing. 

Export  subsidies  should  be 
eliminated. 

Some  international  reserve  is 
certainly  in  order  and  should  be 
the  shared  responsibility  of  im- 
porting and  exporting  nations 
alike. 

In  less  vital  items  work  toward 
free  trade  is  appropriate.  How- 
ever, some  stability  and  predic- 
tability in  the  supply  of  essential 
commodities  is,  at  least  in  part, 
the  responsibility  of  democratic 
governments. 

The  disparity  in  societally  im- 
posed costs  must  be  recognized. 
In  regard  to  the  current  GATT 
round,  I  predict  it  will  fail  — 
because  insufficient  recognition 
has  been  given  to  the  points  I've 
made  above. 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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6.  In  regard  to  the  Free  Trade 
Agreement  with  Canada,  I 
believe  it  is  destined  to  have  a 
rocky  road  until  the  exchange 
rate  issue  is  dealt  with  and  until 
the  importance  of  the  critical 
areas  of  energy  and  food  and 
societal  costs  are  dealt  with  in  a 
forthright  way.  Generally  the 
agreement  is  too  ambitious  and 
had  tried  to  go  too  far  too  fast. 

7.  In  the  case  of  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  the  U.S. 
has  not  learned  to  deal  with 
societal  cost  issues  such  as  en- 
vironmental law  and  regulations 
and  still  does  not  see  the  critical 
nature  of  the  exchange  rate  nor 
of  going  slow  enough  to  allow  the 
mixing  economies  —  workers, 
farm  producers  and  other  high 
capital  investors  to  adjust.  The  in- 
fluence of  conglomerate  interests 
in  cheap  processing  and  produc- 
tion costs  has  clearly  made  the 
U.S.  sugar  industry  a  sacrificial 
lamb. 

I  do  not  believe  the  NAFTA 
will  be  ratified  —  I  have  twice 
asked  about  sugar  containing 
products  and  how  they  will  be 
handled  —  I  have  twice  been 
given  no  answer  —  the  tragic 
neglect  of  200  years  cannot  be 
corrected  in  one  document. 

A  more  limited  and  realistic 
agreement  should  be  pursued. 
We  can  take  little  satisfaction  in 
pursuing  free  trade  or  any  other 
political  or  economic  dictum  unless  we 
are  true  to  the  fundamental  government 
principle,  which  it  seems  to  me  was  best 
stated  by  Jefferson  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  —  "We  hold  these  truths 
to  be  self  evident.  That  all  men  are 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by 


their  creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights  that  among  those  rights  are  the 
rights  to  life  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness."  In  the  next  line  Jefferson 
wrote:  "And  to  secure  these  rights 
governments  are  instituted  among 
men." 

Problems  of  major  proportions  in  the 
economy  nationwide  are  stirring  public 
policy  people  everywhere  to  worry  about 
fundamentals  for  our  own  people. 

But  added  to  all  of  this  is  a  fiscal 
crisis  of  such  proportions  that  the  nation 
is  truly  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  The 
interest  portion  alone  of  the  current 
budget  is  equal  to  more  than  the  general 
fund  budgets  of  all  of  the  states  combin- 
ed. In  other  words,  just  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  our  debt  we'd  have  to  double 
the  taxes  in  every  state  .  .  .  and  that 
doesn't  touch  the  principle  nor  does  it  ac- 
count for  the  rest  of  the  money  the 
federal  government  is  short  in  the 
budget  this  year. 

This  combination  of  concerns  leads 
many  people  who  care,  in  and  out  of 
government,  to  realize  that  our  situa- 
tion is  very  fragile  indeed  and  to  realize 
we  must  move  very  cautiously  on 
anything  that  threatens  our  jobs  and  yet 
bravely  as  we  address  our  fiscal  mess. 

If  George  Bush  is  re-elected  he  will 
clearly  push  on  with  his  blind  pursuit 
of  free  trade.  His  basic  information 
sources  are  global  conglomerates  and 
global  economists  who  sit  far  away  from 
growing  numbers  of  jobless  and 
homeless  and  hopeless  people  in  the 
world  and  even  in  our  own  nation. 

I  think  he  may,  in  fact,  try  to  deal 
with  the  fiscal  crisis  which  I  know  he 
understands,  but  he  is  hampered  by  the 
mindless  right-wingers  of  his  party. 

If  Bill  Clinton  is  elected  —  he  will  be 
much  more  cautious  on  free  trade: 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  25) 


He  knows  the  reality  of  the  loss  of  jobs 
—  He's  cut  budgets  and  dealt  with  the 
problems  of  rising  federal  mandates  and 
the  lack  of  federal  sense  in  a  whole  host 
of  areas. 

He  clearly  understands  the  fiscal 
crisis  and  will  deal  with  it  .  .  .  even  if 
it's  unpopular. 

In  closing  let  me  say  that  the  cause 
of  this  industry  is  right  —  it  is  a  cause 
fundamental  to  the  future  of  our  nation. 
Some  would  eliminate  the  entire  produc- 
tion sector  in  the  U.S.  But  the  fruit  of 
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that  folly  festers  in  unemployment,  the 
negative  balance  of  trade  and  the  grow- 
ing flight  of  companies  who  are  the  on- 
ly hope  of  saving  this  country. 

We  must  fight  hard  and  persistent- 
ly for  our  own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  nation. 

We  must  see  and  announce  as  wide- 
ly as  possible  the  fallacies  of  this  whole 
effort  —  those  affecting  worker  interests, 
sugar  and  the  entire  production  sector 
where  the  damage  is  apparent.  We  must 
join  with  these  interests.  Not  only 
America,  but  the  free  world  as  well  will 
be  the  loser  if  we  do  not. 

Leading  in  that  effort  are  a  growing 
number  of  public  policy  leaders  who  are 
frightened  that  U.S.  democracy  will  fail 
—  they  are  a  group  all  too  mindful  of  our 
economic  and  fiscal  crises  —  they 
understand  the  frightening  truth  of  the 
prophesy  of  a  significant  Scottish  jurist- 
historian  almost  200  years  ago  —  in  clos- 
ing let  me  read  his  warning  to  all  of  us. 

"A  Democracy  cannot  exist  as  a  per- 
manent form  of  government.  It  can  ex- 
ist only  until  the  voters  discover  that 
they  can  vote  themselves  largess  from 
the  public  treasury.  From  that  time  on, 
the  majority  always  vote  for  the  can- 
didates promising  the  most  benefits 
from  the  public  treasury  with  the  result 
that  a  Democracy  always  collapses  over 
loose  fiscal  policy,  always  followed  by  a 
dictatorship. 

The  average  age  of  the  world's  great 
civilizations  has  been  200  years.  These 
nations  have  progressed  through  this  se- 
quence: from  bondage  to  spiritual  faith; 
from  spiritual  faith  to  great  courage; 
from  courage  to  liberty;  from  liberty  to 
abundance;  from  abundance  to 
selfishness;  from  selfishness  to  com- 
placency; from  complacency  to  apathy; 
from  apathy  to  dependency;  from 
dependency  back  again  to  bondage." 
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letter  states,  the  NAFTA  *'is  out- 
rageously unfair  to  the  U.S.  sugar  in- 
dustry and  will  be  a  disaster  for  the  na- 
tion's sugarbeet  and  sugarcane  growers, 
processors,  and  refiners  if  it  is  adopted 
in  its  present  form."  The  letter,  which 
was  sent  to  both  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees  as  well  as  all 
House  Members  from  districts  with 
sugar  interests  and  all  Senators  from 
states  with  sugar  interests,  included  ex- 
planations of  the  potential  effects  of  the 
current  provisions  and  recommenda- 
tions for  changes  that  must  be  made. 
The  industry  focused  on  two  sectors: 
sugar  and  sugar-containing  products. 
For  sugar,  we  are  asking  that  corn 
sweeteners  be  included  in  the  deter- 
mination of  Mexico  as  a  net  exporter,  or 
"surplus  producer,"  of  sugar,  the  trigger 
that  will  allow  Mexico  to  sell  much  more 
sugar  in  the  U.S.  market.  If  corn 
sweeteners  replace  sugar  in  the  Mexican 
soft  drink  industry,  they  will  be  able  to 
flood  our  market  with  the  displaced 
sugar.  In  addition,  we  are  requesting 
that  Section  22  protection  for  refined 
sugar  and  sugar-containing  products  be 
given  a  15-year  transition  period  rather 
than  the  10-year  period  now  assigned. 

GATT  Update 

Technical  discussions  of  the  GATT 
will  resume  on  September  21  and  are 
scheduled  to  continue  throughout  the 
week.  The  result  of  the  Maastricht  Trea- 
ty vote  in  France  on  September  20  and 
the  outcome  of  the  GATT  oilseeds 
dispute  between  the  U.S.  and  the  E.G. 
will  be  two  dominant  factors  shaping  the 
Uruguay  Round  this  fall. 

Questions  Over  Marsh's  Resignation 

Wire  reports  indicate  that  USDA  is 
investigating    the    resignation    of 


Cleveland  Marsh,  formerly  of  the 
USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
who  took  a  job  at  Kraft  General  Foods 
last  month  after  participating  in  the 
NAFTA  talks  that  could  lead  to  in- 
creased imports  of  Mexican  sugar. 
Though  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
says  that  Marsh  was  not  involved  in  the 
policy  aspects  of  the  talks,  many 
Members  of  Congress  were  angered  by 
the  news.  Senator  Daniel  Akaka  stated 
that  the  accord  "prompts  many  to  con- 
clude that  the  big  industrial  users  of 
sugar  were  in  the  kitchen  when  the  cake 
was  being  baked."  ^ 

USDA  Releases  Crop 
Production  Report 

USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  produc- 
tion 30.7  million  tons,  six  percent  below 
the  August  1  forecast,  but  one  percent 
above  last  year's  output.  Area  for 
harvest,  at  951,000  acres,  is  virtually 
unchanged  from  last  month,  but  six  per- 
cent above  a  year  ago.  The  forecasted 
yield,  at  32.3  tons  per  acre,  is  down  2.0 
tons  from  August  1  and  down  1.4  tons 
from  a  year  earlier. 

Florida  growers  were  more  fortunate 
than  Louisiana  growers  as  they  saw 
very  little  damage  to  their  crops  from 
Hurricane  Andrew.  The  winds  of 
Andrew  blew  down  stalks  in  scattered 
areas  causing  no  more  damage  than  nor- 
mal for  this  time  of  year.  Planting  of  the 
new  crop  is  expected  to  begin  around  the 
middle  of  September,  two  weeks  later 
than  usual. 

(SEE  CHART,  page  28) 
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SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1991  AND  FORECASTED  SEPTEMBER  1,  1992 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PR0DUCTI0N1 

STATE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

PL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

HI 

74.0 

72.0 

81.9 

87.0 

6,723 

6,063 

6,264 

LA 

345.0 

390.0 

22.1 

21.0 

5,056 

7,620 

8,190 

TX 

34.9 

39.0 

31.8 

30.0 

950 

1,110 

1,170 

US 

896.9 

951.0 

33.7 

32.3 

28,136 

30,254 

30,699 

1   NET  TONS. 


Crop  Production 
September  1992 


Agricultural  Statistics  Board 
MASS,  USDA 
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PHOTO  LEGEND 
HURRICANE  ANDREW,  AUGUST  25-26, 1992 


1.  Field  in  St.  Mary  Parish  of  variety  CP  65-357  (currently  occupies 
approximately  30%  of  the  state's  cane  acreage)  which  has  approx- 
imately 75%  broken  cane  stalks  as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Andrew. 

1 


2.  Interior  of  same  field  seen  in  photo  #1  which  shows  close  up  of  broken 
stalks.  Broken  stalks  which  have  no  top  can  not  produce  sugar  since 
there  are  no  leaves  to  conduct  photosynthesis. 
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3.  Close  up  of  broken  cane  stalks  from  field  seen  in  photo  #1. 


4.  Field  of  CP  65-357  which  has  broken  stalks  too  short  to  be  harvested 
mechanically. 

(Photos  continued  on  page  31) 
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5.  Close  up  of  cane  stalks  broken  by  Hurricane  Andrew  on  August  26. 
On  September  3  (8  days  later)  top  lateral  buds  have  already  ger- 
minated which  will  interfere  with  use  of  these  stalks  as  seed  cane. 
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6.  Field  with  less  than  25%  broken  stalks  but  cane  tops  have  severe 
shredding  of  leaves.  (Photos  continued  on  page  32) 


OCTOBER  1,  1992 


31 


7.  Close  up  of  shredded  leaves  as  a  result  of  150  mph  winds.  These 
leaves  cannot  produce  normal  food  stock  as  a  result  of  reduced 
photosynthesis  thereby  reducing  the  yield  of  sugar. 


8.  Damaged  sugar  warehouse  at  Sterling  Sugars  in  Franklin,  La. 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  12) 


deductions  made  for  trashy  cane,  the 
answer  to  this  question  is  thought  to 
be— yes  the  investment  will  be  returned. 
However,  if  the  system  of  payment  does 
not  properly  reward  clean  cane 
deliveries  and  does  not  properly  penalize 
muddy  cane  deliveries,  then  most 
growers  believe  the  answer  is  ques- 
tionable. Research  data  has  shown  the 
optimum  way  to  determine  TRS  and 
that  method  should  be  followed  if  the 
grower  is  to  be  rewarded  for  his  invest- 
ment in  equipment  to  deliver  the 
cleanest  possible  cane  to  the  factory. 
Growers  should  remember  that  this 
system  of  payment  really  does  not  in- 
volve the  split  between  the  grower  and 
the  factory  but  instead  involves  the 
division  of  the  sugar  proceeds  which  the 
factory  owes  to  all  of  its  shippers  (ap- 
proximately 60%  of  the  total)  amongst 
the  individual  shippers  to  that  factory. 
This  division  is  made  based  upon  the 
quality  of  the  cane  as  reported  by  the 
core  lab.  Therefore  it  is  important  that 
growers  who  have  the  best  equipment 
and  use  the  best  management  to  deliver 
the  cleanest  cane  get  rewarded  for  those 
deliveries  while  those  growers  who 
deliver  cane  with  the  most  mud  and 


trash  receive  the  appropriate  penalties. 
In  addition  to  the  equipment  already 
in  use,  there  are  pieces  of  equipment 
which  exist  only  in  photographs,  on 
paper,  or  in  the  minds  of  innovative  in- 
dustry members  which  could  help  to 
deliver  even  cleaner  cane  in  the  worst 
of  times.  A  whole  stalk  harvester  which 
strips  the  cane  and  then  loads  it  into  a 
cane  cart  could  cut  down  on  the  amount 
of  mud  which  is  delivered  to  the  factory. 
Whether  it  would  be  more  economical 
then  the  current  system  would  have  to 
be  determined.  Such  a  machine  as  seen 
in  the  accompanying  photograph  was 
built,  tested  and  operated  experimental- 
ly during  the  1950's  and  1960's  at  the 
USDA  Laboratory  in  Houma  by  Mr. 
Russell  Ramp.  Perhaps  this  industry 
should  have  renewed  interest  in  the 
development  of  equipment  to  help  main- 
tain the  level  of  efficiency  that  will  be 
required  as  we  cross  the  year  2000. 
Research  money  is  normally  spent  in 
the  areas  that  are  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  this  industry.  This  author 
would  appreciate  hearing  from  members 
of  this  industry  concerning  the  direction 
that  mechanization  research  should 
take. 
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BATON  ROUGE  LINE 

to  all  of  this?  The  answer  probably 
depends  on  what  happens  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Convention  and  in  the 
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(Continued  from  page  13) 

weeks  leading  up  to  the  vote.  If  the 
issues  go  on  the  ballot  in  one  package, 
chances  are  it  will  be  defeated.  If, 
however,  the  package  is  divided  into  sec- 
tions, for  instance  a  section  for  spending 
limitations,  a  section  for  the  homestead 
exemption,  etc.,  chances  are  that  the 
spending  limitation  section  will  pass 
and  the  others  will  be  defeated.  If  a 
strong  campaign  to  pass  all  of  the  Con- 
vention measures  is  entered  into  by  the 
Governor  and  others  in  the  weeks  prior 
to  the  people  voting,  there  is  an  outside 
chance  that  all  of  it  would  pass. 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  we  will  provide  information 
about  the  issues  passed  by  the  Conven- 
tion that  will  be  voted  on  in  the 
November  election.  In  the  meantime,  if 
you  should  have  any  questions  about 
these  or  other  legislative  matters,  please 
call  us  at  (504)  766-1359. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  1 7) 


operating  hot  and  the  observation  is 
made  that  factories  without  restrictions 
on  cooling  water  tend  to  boil  the  pans 
cool,  while  those  with  limited  cooling 
water  tend  to  boil  hot.  This  suggests 
that  boiling  cool  is  preferred  and  that 
the  water  supply  situation  can 
supersede  process  related  selection  of 
boiling  temperatures. 

A  specific  example  of  changes  in 
evaporator  systems  was  described  by 
Dephoff.  Construction  of  a  refinery  at 
the  mill  increased  steam  demand,  re- 
quiring that  the  single  boiler  be 
operated  often  above  its  rated  capacity. 
Large  quantities  of  coal  were  required 
as  supplementary  fuel  and  caused 
damage  to  the  boiler.  The  solution  was 
either  increased  steam  production  with 
installation  of  a  new  boiler  or  more  effi- 
cient use  of  currently  available  steam. 
The  latter  was  chosen  due  to  the  much 
lower  capital  costs  -  only  7%  of  the  cost 
of  a  new  boiler. 

The  quadruple  effect  was  converted 
to  a  bled  sextuple  effect  by  installing  a 
new  first  effect,  uncoupling  the  twin 
first  vessels  to  become  the  second  and 
third  effects  and  connecting  vapor  from 
the  first  body  to  the  juice  heaters.  The 
start-up  problems  and  their  solutions, 
along  with  future  plans  for  the  system 
are  described  in  some  detail,  including 
determination  of  optimum  boiling  levels 
and  predicted  and  measured  coefficients 
of  evaporation.  This  arrangement  reduc- 
ed raw  sugar  factory  steam  consumption 
from  59%  on  cane  to  49%,  with  an  ex- 
pected consumption,  after  optimization 
of  the  system,  of  44%  on  cane. 

The  direct  contact  heating  of  juice 
with  vapor  is  a  useful  approach  towards 
a  low  maintenance  factory  since  it 
avoids  problems  of  heater  fouling  and 
maintenance.  Several  such  systems  are 
in  use  in  Australia  for  primary  heating 


of  juice.  Recent  tests,  described  by  Hale 
and  Wagner,  show  that  direct  contact  of 
hot  juice  with  vapor  can  be  used  for  "top- 
up"  heating  in  conjunction  with  existing 
tubular  heaters.  The  critical  features  of 
the  control  system  for  this  operation  are 
outlined.  One  mill  has  operated  suc- 
cessfully with  this  type  of  heater. 

An  interesting  and  successful  ap- 
proach to  maintenance  of  exhaust  steam 
pressure  was  presented  by  De  Viana  and 
Watson.  They  describe  a  method  of 
smoothing  out  the  steam  demand  and 
the  pressure  of  the  process  steam  main, 
with  the  objective  of  steadying  the 
disturbances  caused  by  start-up  of  large 
vacuum  pans.  This  in  turn  causes  fluc- 
tuations in  the  high  pressure  steam  line 
and  eventually  in  the  boiler.  The  pro- 
blem with  the  standard  control  strategy 
is  the  delay  between  demand  for  ex- 
haust steam  and  the  production  of  this 
steam  by  the  boilers. 

The  alternative  scheme  involves  the 
evaporators  giving  up  steam  in  order  to 
maintain  constant  steam  pressure  in  the 
exhaust  system  by  closing  the  valve 
which  regulates  steam  flow  into  the  first 
effect.  Other  users  of  exhaust  steam  still 
obtain  sufficient  steam  to  satisfy  re- 
quirements. The  result  is  that  the 
evaporator  throughput  is  reduced  and 
the  evaporator  supply  juice  tank  level 
rises.  To  prevent  this  tank  from 
overflowing  the  make-up  valve  is 
opened,  controlled  by  the  level  in  the 
tank.  The  ability  of  the  tank  to  absorb 
surges  means  that  the  make-up  valve 
does  not  need  to  be  fast-acting  and  rapid 
changes  in  exhaust  steam  pressure  are 
not  passed  on  to  the  high  pressure 
system.  Details  of  the  control  system 
and  its  performance  are  given  and  the 
conclusion  made  that  this  system  should 
require  little  capital  outlay  for  most 
factories. 
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Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
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P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 
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P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
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NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT/GENERAL 

P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 
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WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
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THREE  YEARS  AGO, 

WE  SET  THE  STANDARD 

NOW  WE'RE  RAISING  IT: 

INTRODUCING  THE 

NEW  5200  SERIES 

MAXXUMIINE. 


We've  never  been  much  for  resting  on  our  laurels. 
The  demands  of  agriculture  don't  allow  that  luxury, 
and  neither  do  you.  So  we're  stepping  forward  with 
new,  state-of-the-art  equipment.  And  we're  ready  to 
raise  that  standard  once  again.  ■  We're  raising  it 
with  the  new  Case  International  5200  Series 
MAXXUM  tractors — the  first  successors  to  the 
standard-setting  machines  that  debuted  three  years 
ago.  And  we're  raising  it  with  your  help:  From 
headlights  to  hitch,  each  of  the  new  MAXXUM 


112,  100,90AND80PTOhp 

tractors  has  been  updated,  refined  and  strengthened  to 
reflect  your  suggestions  and  requests.  ■  From  the  big 
things,  like  an  all-new  5250  that  brings  a  new 
horsepower  leader  to  this  class,  to  the  little  things, 
like  stronger  pedal-return  springs  for  better  operator 
"feel,"  we've  listened  and  responded.  In  all,  more 
than  50  changes  have  been  made.  ■  Come  in  today 
and  see  how  far  the  new  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  have  come.  Leadership  never  stands 
still. ..And  neither  will  the  new  MAXXUM. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 
Queen  Sugar  L  Departing  Remarks 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Festival  and  Fair  Associa- 
tion holds  their  annual  festival  on  the  last  weekend  of  September  in  New 
Iberia,  Louisiana  On  Saturday  night  of  the  festival,  the  new  Queen  Sugar 
is  selected  and  crowned.  The  1992  festival  selected  as  Queen  Sugar  LI 
Nicole  Waguespack  of  New  Iberia,  Louisiana.  At  the  coronation.  Queen 
Sugar  L,  Rebecca  Daigle  of  Port  Allen,  Louisiana  delivered  her  final 
speech  as  Queen  Sugar.  Printed  below  are  her  remarks  pertaining  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry. 


Bonjour  mesdames  et  messieurs,  je 
m'appelle  Rebecca  et  j'habite  a  West 
Baton  Rouge,  or  as  they  say  down  in 
New  Iberia,  Hi  Sugar!  I  am  Rebecca 
Daigle  and  I  proudly  represent  the  Lou- 
isiana Sugar  Cane  Festival  as  their  50th 
Queen  Sugar. 

From  the  farmer  to  the  field  hand, 
from  the  truck  driver  to  the  chemist,  to 
each  of  us  here  tonight,  we  are  all 
touched  by  the  economic  catalyst  that  is 
sugar  cane.  Each  year  sugar  cane  yields 
322  million  dollars,  this  amount  triples 
into  a  billion  dollar  business  after  pro- 
cessing and  packaging. 

Take  a  drive  through  south  central 
Louisiana  and  see  the  effects  of  sugar 
cane  upon  our  geographic  region.  Rem- 
nant stacks  and  fully  operational  mills 
keep  watch  over  300,000  acres  of  green 
verdant  fields. 

This  year,  the  taller  the  cane  grew 
the  lower  my  bottom  lip  hung.  I  knew 
that  soon  a  new  Queen  Sugar  was  to  be 
chosen.  As  a  little  girl  growing  up  in 
south  Louisiana  I  dreamed  of  being 
Queen  Sugar,  but  not  just  any  old  Queen 
Sugar  mind  you,  I  had  to  be  the  50th. 
Now,  I  comfort  myself  by  saying  there 


will  never  be  another  golden  anniver- 
sary queen. 

Thinking  back  to  last  year,  it  could 
have  been  any  of  the  12  contestants.  We 
were  queens  already  from  our  respective 
parishes.  Actually,  my  Mom  and  I  de- 
cided that  they  chose  me  because  they 
were  afraid  that  I  might  snap  if  one 
more  thing  went  wrong.  You  see,  on  the 
night  of  the  pageant,  I  went  for  that  last 
hair  spray  of  hair  cement  and  acciden- 
tally doused  myself  with  water.  Strike 
one.  Then  5  minutes  before  I  was  to  take 
stage,  Mr.  Daigre,  the  photographer 
asked  us  to  do  something  crazy  for  the 
camera,  so  I  popped  the  zipper  on  my 
gown.  Strike  two.  What  else  could 
possibly  go  wrong? 

Knowing  my  luck,  I  worked  very 
hard  this  year  to  be  the  best  Queen 
Sugar  ever.  I  tried  to  bring  a  greater 
awareness  to  the  populace  of  the  impor- 
tance of  sugar  cane.  I  slapped  hands 
across  dinner  tables  that  were  reaching 
for  those  evil  pink  and  blue  packages 
and  wore  a  T-shirt  that  read,  "Just  say 
no  to  Karo". 

I  continue  to  invite  people  to  follow 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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the  rich  alluvial  banks  of  the  mighty 
Mississippi  River,  Bayou  Lafourche,  and 
the  romantic  Teche  to  the  heart  of  cane 
country  where  140,000  people  owe  their 
livelihood  to  the  production  of  sugar 
cane.  And  that  number  is  only  the  direct 
effect  because  "dose  people  got  to  buy 
groceries,  chere"i 

The  production  of  sugar  cane  is  a 
culture  trait  and  a  part  of  the  heritage 
of  south  Louisiana.  It's  a  way  of  living 
that  won't  soon  disappear.  How  many 
planters  do  you  know  who  are  the  sons 
of  lawyers?  Not  many,  I'd  bet.  The 
planters  of  today  are  the  sons  of  the 
planters  of  yesterday. 

The  Louisiana  farmer  represents  a 
way  of  life,  a  way  of  family.  The  family 
is  an  intricate  part  of  farming,  while 
other  professions  leave  little  or  no  room 
for  it.  The  farm  family  must  work 
together  and  be  actively  involved  in 
every  aspect  of  the  business  in  order  to 
survive. 

I  suffered  right  along  with  the  farm 
family  in  November  of  last  year  when 
a  three  day  freeze  sent  the  sucrose  level 
plummeting  and  dashed  the  hopes  for  a 
record  crop  year.  I  crossed  my  fingers  as 


the  mills  rushed  to  grind  the  dying  cane, 
and  all  was  not  lost.  Just  last  month, 
Hurricane  Andrew  tested  us  again  by 
flattening  thousands  of  acres,  but  we 
pulled  together  what  we  could  save  and 
coped  as  best  we  could. 

That,  is  what  farming  is  all  about. 
Man  fighting  natures  hardships, 
courageously  picking  up  the  pieces  and 
recovering  with  unfaultering  hopes  for 
a  better  next  year.  The  farmer  must  be 
an  optimist  to  keep  fighting  what  at 
times  seems  to  be  a  losing  battle. 

With  the  technology  of  our  modern 
era  and  the  increased  mechanization  of 
our  industry,  we  have  become  so  effi- 
cient that  the  numbers  of  farmers  have 
been  steadily  decreasing  and  the  need 
for  government  subsidy  increasing. 
These  changing  factors  have  been  nar- 
rowing the  ranks  of  the  farmers.  They 
have  made  him  a  rare  yet  proud  breed. 
Seldom  are  our  farmers  thanked,  rare- 
ly are  they  honored,  so  tonight  as  I  step 
down  from  the  limelight  I  am  reminded 
that  Queens  come  and  go,  but  the 
farmer  must  remain  to  feed  the  world 
and  to  them  I  say  thank  you. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row 
Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches, 
Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More. 
Also  Any  Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy 
Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


Congress  Passes  Proportionate 
Shares  Legislation 

On  August  10,  1992,  House  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  Chairman  Kika 
de  la  Garza  introduced  H.R.  5763,  a  bill 
to  amend  the  proportionate  shares  sec- 
tion of  the  marketing  allotment  provi- 
sions of  the  1990  Farm  Bill.  Under  cur- 
rent law,  Louisiana  farmers  are  prohib- 
ited from  harvesting  acreage  in  excess  of 
a  farm's  proportionate  share.  The  legis- 
lation, therefore,  was  designed  to  correct 
the  technical  deficiency  by  allowing  the 
farmer  to  harvest  his  cane,  but  not  to 
market  sugar  in  excess  of  his  marketing 
allotment.  The  excess  cane  could  then  be 
stored  until  the  next  fiscal  year  at  which 
time  the  farmer  could  adjust  his  acreage 
to  meet  the  proportionate  share  require- 
ments. H.R.  5763  was  passed  in  the 
House  on  August  12,  1992,  and  in  the 
Senate,  by  voice  vote,  on  October  5, 
1992.  Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby, 
Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar 
Subcommittee  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  and  Senators  Bennett 
Johnston  and  John  Breaux  were  very  in- 
strumental in  the  passage  of  this  legisla- 
tion. (Editor's  Note:  President  Bush 
signed  the  hill  on  October  28,  1992.) 

NAFTA  Update 

President  Bush  sent  formal  notice  to 
the  Congress  of  his  intent  to  sign  the 
NAFTA  on  September  18,  starting  the 
clock  on  the  first  90-day  congressional 
review  period  under  fast-track  authori- 
ty. There  will  be  an  official  signing 
ceremony  on  or  about  December  17  by 
the  three  heads  of  state,  commencing 
the  second  90  legislative-day  period  dur- 
ing which  time  Congress  will  draft  im- 
plementing legislation  for  the  agree- 
ment. The  agreement  was  initialled  by 
the  negotiators  in  San  Antonio  on  Oc- 
tober 7. 


Senate  Finance  Committee  Hearing 

On  September  30,  Charles  Thibaut 
testified  before  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  entire  domestic 
sugar  industry.  Thibaut  reiterated  in 
his  testimony  the  necessity  of  modifying 
the  sugar  provision  of  the  NAFTA, 
delineating  for  the  Committee  the 
changes  required  by  the  industry  as 
stated  in  previous  testimony  before  the 
Subcommittee  on  Trade  of  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  on 
September  22  (see  October  1,  1992, 
Sugar  Bulletin).  Thibaut,  and  his  com- 
modity panel,  followed  Deputy 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ann  Veneman, 
the  only  Administration  witness  pre- 
sent. Senator  John  Breaux  questioned 
Ms.  Veneman  intensely  on  the  sugar 
provision  of  the  proposed  NAFTA,  par- 
ticularly on  the  possible  conversion  to 
corn  sweeteners  from  sugar  in  the  Mex- 
ican soft  drink  industry.  Her  answer 
that  the  Mexicans  were  indeed  suc- 
cessful in  having  corn  sweeteners  left 
out  of  the  agreement  prompted  Senator 
Breaux  to  demand  that  these  changes  be 
made. 

Congressional  Letters  to  Ambassador 
Hills  and  Secretary  Madigan 

In  letters  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Ed  Madigan  and  U.S.  Trade  Represen- 
tative Carla  Hills,  30  Senators  outlined 
their  "concerns  regarding  the  sugar  pro- 
visions of  the  proposed  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement."  The  letter 
specified  three  changes  that  must  be 
made  in  the  agreement.  First,  they 
demanded  the  term  "surplus  producer" 
be  redefined  to  include  not  just  sucrose, 
but  also  corn  sweeteners.  Secondly,  the 
Senators  ordered  the  deletion  of  the  ac- 
cess provision  that  will  give  Mexico 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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FARMING  IN  ROWS  HAS 
JUST  GOHEN  EASIER 


ALL-NEW  110-TO145HP 

JOHNDEERE 
7000  SERIES  TRACTORS 

Outstanding  visibility  to  front  wheels  and  rear  hitch. 

Improved  steering  performance  with  reduced  drift  and  better 
turn  ratio. 

Instant  multi-function  hydraulic  response. 

Optional  Caster/Action™  MFWD  turns  tightly  in  narrow-row 
spacings. 

Exclusive  rack-and-pinion  axles  let  you  set  treads  from  60  to 
134  inches. 

Up  to  38  percent  torque  rise. 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonvllle,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

HARVEST  BEGINNING  AND  PLANTING  ENDING 
BEST  MANAGEMENT  PRACTICES  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROGRAMS 


On  September  30,  Cajun  Sugar 
Cooperative  became  the  first  factory  to 
begin  the  1992  grinding  season. 
Although  most  mills  pushed  back  the 
beginning  of  the  season  because  of  Hur- 
ricane Andrew  and  the  delayed  planting 
operation  as  a  result  of  the  continued 
rain  through  mid-September,  by  October 
17  all  factories  were  operating.  As  of 
this  date,  on  October  20,  reports  indicate 
adequate  to  good  sugar  recoveries  from 
nearly  all  factories.  However,  most 
growers  report  lighter  than  predicted 
field  weights.  Some  of  this  "light  cane" 
is  due  in  part  to  an  overestimation  of  the 
crop  by  many  individuals;  however, 
light  stalk  weight,  broken  stalks,  and 
crooked  cane  resulting  in  more  field  loss 
than  normal  are  all  reasons  why  the 
cane  tonnage  is  lighter  than  predicted. 
It  is  still  too  early  to  get  an  accurate 
assessment  of  the  actual  yields  since 
most  growers  have  attempted  to  get  the 
worst  cane  out  of  their  fields  during  the 
dry  weather  which  was  experienced  dur- 
ing the  first  couple  of  weeks  of  the 
harvest  season.  It  is  still  predicted  that 
with  adequate  sugar  recoveries  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  and  moderate 
tonnage  yields,  the  industry  can  still 
make  close  to  800,000  tons  of  sugar  in 
1992.  The  weather  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  harvest  season  will,  as 
is  normally  the  case,  determine  exactly 
what  the  final  yield  will  be. 

After  experiencing  a  total  of  16  in- 
ches of  rain  which  fell  on  33  rainy  days 
during  August  and  September,  very  lit- 
tle rain  was  seen  during  the  last  week 
of  September  and  the  first  three  weeks 
of  October.  With  the  excessive  rainfall 
during  August  and  early  September, 
planting  was  severely  delayed  for  most 
of  the  cane  belt.  However,  with  the  cur- 


rent dry  weather,  most  growers  have 
now  completed  their  planting  with  only 
a  few  larger  growers  still  having  any 
significant  amount  of  cane  left  to  plant. 
Many  acres  of  cane  were  planted  in  1992 
in  less  than  optimum  conditions.  Follow- 
ing the  rains,  growers  had  to  quickly  dry 
out  the  soil  to  get  it  ready  to  plant  and 
then  the  cane  had  to  suffer  without 
water  for  several  weeks  before  some  rain 
finally  fell.  Despite  the  weather,  stands 
look  good  in  many  fields  at  this  time  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  many 
pieces  rather  than  whole  stalks  were 
planted  this  fall  as  a  result  of  the  lodged 
cane  from  Hurricane  Andrew.  There  is 
always  the  possibility  of  rotting 
organisms  affecting  these  pieces  and 
turning  what  was  a  good  stand  in  the 
fall  into  a  less  than  adequate  stand  in 
the  spring.  Hopefully  the  winter 
weather  will  not  be  that  drastic  but 
growers  should  expect  that  there  will  be 
some  fields  which  may  not  have  the 
stands  they  had  hoped  for  when  cane 
emerges  in  the  spring. 

Because  of  the  pieces  and  the  crook- 
ed cane  along  with  the  hurried  planting 
operation,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  worst 
"looking"  planting  job  this  industry  has 
done  in  many  years.  Of  course  there  was 
little  that  growers  could  do  to  make  it 
look  better  and  hopefully  the  weather 
will  be  cooperative  and  allow  this  cane 
to  survive  the  winter.  Many  fields  have 
varying  amounts  of  soil  covering  the 
plant  cane.  It  is  easy  to  find  rows  where 
there  are  two  inches  of  cover  on  one  end 
and  six  or  more  inches  on  the  other  end. 
It  was  difficult  to  avoid  this  with  the 
time  frame,  the  condition  of  the  cane 
and  the  condition  of  the  seed  bed  at  the 
time  of  planting. 

(Continued  on  pa^e  9) 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  8) 


BEST  MANAGEMENT  PRACTICES 
AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROGRAMS 

Several  months  ago  this  author 
wrote  an  article  on  BMP's  (Best 
Management  Practices).  These  are  simp- 
ly recommended  practices  which  can 
help  protect  the  soil,  water  and  air  that 
we  rely  on  for  agricultural  productivity 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  public  relies  on 
for  their  well  being.  It  is  important  to 
understand  that  these  BMP's,  in  order 
to  be  effective,  must  not  only  be  good  for 
environmental  protection  but  also  be 
productive  and  economically  feasible  for 
you  as  growers  and  processors  to  follow. 
Economically  feasible  is  an  important 
part  of  that  sentence  because  if  the  prac- 
tice is  not  economical,  then  other  than 
cost  sharing  there  is  little  chance  that 
the  practice  will  be  implemented. 

A  committee  set  up  by  the  Louisiana 


State  University  Agricultural  Center 
and  headed  by  Dr.  Denver  Loupe  of  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice worked  on  this  subject  of  Best 
Management  Practices  and  have  com- 
pleted phase  one  of  their  task  to  develop 
BMP's  for  Louisiana  Agriculture.  As 
part  of  this  first  phase,  sugarcane,  cot- 
ton, rice  and  dairy  practices  were 
reviewed.  Those  practices  which  met  the 
criteria  considering  production, 
economics  and  the  environment  which 
could  be  implemented  economically  and 
which  would  be  effective  in  reducing 
nonpoint  source  water  pollution  were 
listed.  Recommended  research,  demon- 
strations, cost  sharing  and  educational 
programs  needed  to  implement  the 
BMP's  were  also  listed.  Many  people 
were  involved  in  reviewing  and  listing 

(Continued  on  page  30) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


QOCX)YEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gl^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUMR  TRACTION  •  SUPiR  STRENQTN 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 


NOVEMBER  1,  1992 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Spradley  &  Spradley  will  be  relocating  to 
new  offices  on  November  5,  1992. 

Our  new  address  will  be  7612  Picardy  Avenue,  Suite  L,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
70808.  Our  telephone  and  FAX  numbers  will  not  change:  504-766-1359  and 
504-769-5261  (FAX). 

We  are  attempting  to  make  this  transition  with  as  little  inconvenience  as  possi- 
ble, and  apologize  in  advance  for  any  inconvenience  caused  by  our  move. 

Additionally,  when  the  Legislature  is  not  in  session,  we  frequently  travel 
meeting  with  legislators  and  key  leaders  throughout  the  state.  Tom  will  now  be 
carrying  a  beeper  on  which  he  can  be  reached  just  about  anywhere. 

Tom's  new  beeper  number  is:  ~- 

1-800-331-7346  (wait  for  request  for  identification  number) 
Identification  number  308024 

Enter  yoilr  telephone  number  after  you  have  entered  the 
identification  number. 

Linda's  portable  phone  number  (same  as  in  the  past): 
504-335-6228 


>: 


LONG  PEST  HANAGEHENT,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  1193 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  446-3520  -  Fax  (504)  448-3921 

•  Crop  Scouting  &  Pest  Management 

•  Harvest-time  Borer  Survey 

•  Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

•  Enzyme-Immunoassay  Testing  for  RSD 

•  Soil  Pest  Monitoring  (Wireworms-Nematodes) 

•  Weed  Identification  &  Recommendations 

•  Value/Loss  Estimates  &  Expert  Witness 

•  Contract  Research 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant,  ARPE,  REAP 

Steven  Hoak,  BS,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Office  &  Lab  Tectinician 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Aid  &  Scout 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

TOXIC  AIR  POLLUTANTS 


The  Louisiana  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  (LDEQ)  is  in  the 
process  of  adopting  new  regulations  in- 
tended to  reduce  emission  of  toxic  air 
pollutants  to  the  ambient  air  environ- 
ment. The  proposed  rule  was  published 
in  the  September  20, 1992  issue  oi  Lou- 
isiana Register,  and  a  public  hearing  on 
the  proposed  rule  was  held  on  October 
26,  1992. 

The  new  rule  proposed  by  LDEQ 
tracks  closely  a  Federal  rule  pro- 
mulgated pursuant  to  the  Clean  Air  Act 
Amendments  of  1990.  The  rule  effects 
sources  of  air  pollution  emitting  more 
than  10  tons  per  year  of  any  one  of  a 
long  list  of  "toxic"  materials  including 
ammonia,  ethylene  glycol,  methanol 
and  zinc,  or  a  combined  total  of  all  listed 
materials  of  25  tons  per  year  or  more. 
The  Federal  rule  does  not  include 
ammonia. 

In  mid-October,  representatives  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  were 
invited  to  confer  with  staff  of  the  Air 
Quality  Division  of  LDEQ  to  discuss  the 
situation.  The  concern  was  that  informa- 
tion received  at  LDEQ  from  EPA  im- 
plied that  toxic  emissions  from  burning 
bagasse  in  boilers  at  large  Louisiana 
Sugar  mills  might  be  sufficient  to  be 
covered  by  the  rule.  If  so,  these  mills 
would  be  required  to  report  the  toxic 
emissions,  pay  a  large  emission  fee  or 
tax,  and  submit  within  120  days  or  plan 
to  achieve  and  maintain  compliance 
with  applicable  standards.  The 
presumptive  information  was  reviewed, 
and  LDEQ  staff  was  receptive  to  League 
arguments  that  the  subject  EPA  infor- 


mation was  not  representative  of  actual 
emission  from  bagasse  boilers. 

Several  days  after  the  conference, 
LDEQ  staff  members  advised  that  in- 
quiries at  EPA  had  determined  that  the 
presumptive  information  was  not  ap- 
propriate for  sugar  mill  emissions,  and 
EPA  sent  more  current  information  in- 
dicating that  toxic  emissions  from 
bagasse  combustions  are  low,  as 
asserted  by  League  representatives,  and 
that  sugar  mills  are  not  presently  a 
target  of  the  new  toxic  air  pollutant 
rules. 

It  is  important  to  emphasize  that,  in 
this  case,  the  Air  Quality  Division  staf- 
fers called  League  representatives  to 
discuss  the  matter  before  acting  on  what 
turned  out  to  be  incorrect  information. 
Such  professional  behavior  at  our  State 
environmental  regulatory  agency  is 
commendable. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 

WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS 


NOVEMBER  1,  1992 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


PROCESS  CHEMICALS 


As  the  crop  begins  there  is  always 
an  influx  of  salesmen  into  the  sugarcane 
mills  with  products  which  they  claim 
will  be  beneficial.  Many  of  these  pro- 
ducts are  variations  on  materials  which 
are  already  in  wide  use  but  others  may 
be  quite  different  and  new.  I  often 
become  involved  in  dealing  with  these 
and  have  to  make  a  decision  about 
whether  it  is  worthwhile  spending  time 
on  them.  If  a  serious  company  is 
prepared  to  discuss  the  basic  chemistry 
and  properties  of  their  products  and  sub- 
mit them  to  as  rigorous  tests  as  are  prac- 
tical, then  I  think  that  our  (the  industry 
researchers')  cooperation  is  desirable. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  unwill- 
ing to  discuss  the  chemistry,  even  on  a 
confidential  basis,  we  should  leave  them 
to  go  about  their  business.  It  is  especial- 
ly important  that  we  are  not  partisans 
for  individual  companies. 

To  me,  some  of  the  more  interesting 
developments  in  our  understanding  of 
process  chemistry  are  the  significant  ef- 
fects of  small  amounts  of  special 
chemicals.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
quite  dramatic  effects  of  flocculants  on 
settling  rates  in  clarification.  Many 
other  industries  have  applications  for 
low  levels  of  specialized  products  as  wet- 
ting agents,  release  agents,  evaporator 
scale  reduction,  viscosity  reduction,  etc., 
in  dewatering,  evaporation,  crystalliza- 
tion and  other  operations.  One  can 
readily  imagine  uses  in  the  sugarcane 
mill  for  such  materials  but  we  must  be 
very  wary  of  the  direct  transfer  of  a  pro- 
duct or  a  process  from  one  industry  to 
another. 

The  conditions  and  demands  of  the 


sugar  industry  are  often  not  appreciated 
by  the  regular  chemical  salesman.  Of 
particular  importance  in  the  production 
of  sugar  are  the  regulations  controlling 
the  quantity  and  type  of  products  used. 
Beyond  these  are  changes  in  consumer 
consciousness  and  the  desire  of  the 
sugar  refiners  to  reduce  chemical  usage 
as  much  as  possible  in  raw  sugar  produc- 
tion. In  one  case  a  company  was  selling 
a  material  that  was  principally  copper 
sulfate  for  odor  reduction  in  factory 
waste  water.  Although  quite  effective 
for  sanitation,  the  residual  copper  could 
present  problems  of  heavy  metal 
contamination. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  a  distinction 
between  simple,  naturally  occurring  in- 
organic materials  that  are  routinely  us- 
ed in  process  (lime,  phosphate,  etc.)  and 
the  complex,  synthetic  organic 
molecules  which  have  the  effects 
described  above.  Already  in  use  in  the 
industry  are  biocides,  clarification  aids, 
antiscalants  and  materials  claimed  to 
reduce  low  grade  massecuite  viscosity. 
The  benefits  of  some  of  these  are  well 
established  whereas  others  remain  in 
doubt,  in  part  due  to  the  difficulties  in- 
volved in  performing  adequate  test 
work.  Also,  new  materials  are  constant- 
ly being  introduced  to  cope  with  old  pro- 
blems or  to  replace  products  which  have 
limited  effectiveness.  The  use  of  these 
special  chemicals  cannot  be  a  substitute 
for  good  basic  process  control  or  a 
remedy  for  bad  operation.  Potential 
benefits  must  be  weighed  against  costs 
and  alternative  approaches. 

A    variety    of   biocides    are    now 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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CLASSIFIED 


Wanted:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


For  Sale:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis 
Wagons.  Call  (504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


For  Sale:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  war- 
ranty on  engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hrs  Warranty  still  on  trac- 
tor. Call  (318)  229-4988. 


For  Sale:  3  Cane  Carts  -  Double  Axle,  12.5  - 13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons,  New 
Grader  Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


For  Sale:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades,  Excellent  Condition,  Field 
Ready  -  $2,500.  2  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D1 9  Trac- 
tor, Good  Condition  -  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


For  Sale:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office  or 
(318)  856-7948  home. 


For  Sale:  1971  L16  J&L  Self  Propelled  Field  Loader.  Good  running  condition  -  $5,500. 
Call  (504)  335-0258  or  (504)  627-9641  after  6  p.m. 


For  Sale:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal. 
Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


For  Sale:  2-HiCrop  4230's;  1  -21 OC  Prentice  Transloader.  Call  (504)  785-1 078  Night  Only. 
For  Sale:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630, 
2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Har- 
row). Call  (318)  276-6230. 


For  Sale:  1973  Diesel  Thomson  Harvester  with  Caterpillar  Engine.  60  Series  Husky 
Transfer  Loader  on  1978  Ford  Truck  with  4  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  (504)  532-  3948  or 
(504)  532-3760. 


For  Sale:  1394  International  4  Wheel  Drive  Tractor  -  good  condition  -  $8,000.  Call  3-D 
Chemical,  Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 


For  Sale:  1978  International  Loadstar  1850  Diesel  Truck  with  Air  Brakes  -  will  made 
excellent  Farm  Truck  -  $3,800.  Call  3-D  Chemical,  Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Powershift,  1  JD  4240  Powershift,  1  JD  4230,  1 
IH  1066,  1  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter  S-15,  2  Tantum  Cane  Carts,  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide 
on  Wheels,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levels  42'  long,  1  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow,  2  JD  1640 
Discs,  2  3-row  Choppers.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 
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STATE'S  TOP  SUGARCANE 
GROWERS  RECOGNIZED 

The  state's  top  sugarcane  growers  were  honored  on  September  25, 1992  at  the 
Annual  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards  luncheon  in  New  Iberia,  LA. 

Growers  on  30  farms  in  16  parishes  were  recognized  for  their  production  in 
the  1991  season  in  one  or  more  of  three  categories  —  top  20  in  the  state,  top  parish 
producer  or  top  district  producer. 

The  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

To  qualify  for  these  awards  growers  had  to  produce  a  sugar  per  acre  yield  at 
least  10  percent  above  the  1991  state  average.  Yields  were  figured  using  total  acres 
of  sugarcane  grown  on  the  farm. 


Top  20  Producers 

Rank,  Name 

Parish 

Cane  Acres 

Sugar/Acre 

1  Keith  Zeringue 

Lafourche 

141.4 

6587 

2  M.  Rodrigue  &  Son 

St.  James 

.     681.7 

6507 

3  P  &  W  Poche 

St.  James 

401.1 

6450 

4  Elise  Planting  Co. 

Ascension 

308.2 

6283 

5  Ulysee  Gonsoulin  &  Sons,  Inc. 

Iberia 

1750.2 

6281 

6  Thomas  LeBlanc 

Pointe  Coupee 

86.4 

6081 

7  D  &  W  Porta 

St.  James 

819.9 

6057 

8  Wilson  Viator 

Lafayette 

659.0 

6004 

9  Welmer  Bros. 

Lafourche 

153.4 

5981 

10  Adam  &  Bernard  Laviolette 

St.  Martin 

425.2 

5971 

11  Henry  W.  Corley 

Rapides 

103.0 

5952 

12  Daniel  J.  Gonsoulin  &  Sons,  Inc. 

Iberia 

170.2 

5948 

13  Daniel  Viator 

Lafayette 

1529.0 

5936 

14  M.  A.  Gautreaux,  Co. 

Ascension 

493.7 

5929 

15  Gonsoulin  Brothers,  Inc. 

Iberia 

1076.4 

5918 

16  Richard  Barbier 

Iberville 

492.2 

5842 

17  Glynn  Rivet 

Iberville 

1497.4 

5829 

18  Audubon  Properties 

West  Baton  Rouge 

1493.2 

5817 

19  Blanchard  Farms 

Assumption 

447.6 

5761 

20  Herman  Arcement  &  Son,  Inc. 

Assumption 

428.3 

5745 

(Chart  continued  on  page  15) 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

WELCOMES 

Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

AS  A  NEW  COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
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TOP  SUGARCANE  GROWERS      (Continued  from  page  14) 


Parish 

Ascension  Parish 
Assumption  Parish 
Avoyelles  Parish 
Iberia  Parish 
Iberville  Parish 
Lafayette  Parish 
Lafourche  Parish 
Point  Coupee  Parish 
Rapides  Parish 
St.  James  Parish 
St.  John  Parish 
St.  Martin  Parish 
St.  Mary  Parish 
Terrebonne  Parish 
Vermillion  Parish 
West  Baton  Rouge  Parish 


Parish  Winners 

Name 

Elise  Planting  Company 

Blanchard  Farms 

Marian  &  Carlton  Townsend 

Daniel  J.  Gonsoulin  &  Sons 

Richard  Barbier 

Wilson  Viator 

Keith  Zeringue 

Thomas  LeBlanc 

Henry  Corley 

M.  Rodrigue  &  Son 

Goldmine  Pit.  Co. 

Adam  &  Bernard  Laviolette 

Donald  Segura  Farms 

Wallace  Ellender 

Sam  Duplantis,  Sr. 

Audubon  Properties 


Sugarcane 
Acres  Grown 

308.2 

447.6 
1013.6 

170.2 

492.2 

659.0 

141.4 
86.4 

103.0 

681.7 

604.4 

425.2 
1132.8 
1260.0 

945.1 
1493.2 


District  Acreage  Category  Winners 


Acreage 
Category      Name 

Teche  District 

0-199.9  Daniel  J.  Gonsoulin  &  Sons 

200-699.9  Wilson  Viator 

700-1499.9  Gonsoulin  Bros.,  Inc. 

1500+  acres  Ulysee  Gonsoulin  &  Sons,  Inc. 

Non-Quota       Douglas  Guy,  Jr. 

River-Bayou  Lafourche  District 

0-199.9 
200-699.9 
700-1499.9 
1500+  acres 

Non-Quota 


Keith  Zeringue 
M.  Rodrigue  &  Sons 
D  &  W  Porta 
Gravois  Farm 

none  qualified 


Northern  District 

0-199.9 
200-699.9 
700-1499.9 
1500+  acres 

Non-Quota 


Thomas  LeBlanc 
Flint  &  Jackie  Langlois 
Audubon  Properties 
Charles  Landry  &  Sons 

Roger  Brown 


Parish 


Iberia 
Lafayette 
Iberia 
Iberia 

Vermillion 


Lafourche 
St.  James 
St.  James 
St.  James 


Pointe  Coupee 
Pointe  Coupee 
W.  Baton  Rouge 
W.  Baton  Rouge 

Avoyelles 


Acres 
Grown 


170.2 

659.0 

1076.4 

2468.3 

37.0 


141.4 

681.7 

819.9 

1916.8 


86.4 

263.7 

1493.2 

1559.2 

25.5 


Sugar/Acre 

628.3 
5761 
5665 
5948 
5841 
6004 
6587 
6081 
5952 
6507 
5079 
5971 
5481 
5269 
5059 
5817 


Sugar/Acre 

5948 
6004 
5918 
6281 

6783 


6587 
6507 
6057 
5231 


6081 
5222 
5817 
5070 

5803 


(SEE  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS  on  page  16) 
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1992  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS 


KEITH  ZERINGUE  (right) 

Top  20  Producers 

1st  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer 

Lafourche 
District  Acreage  Category 

Winner 
Lafourche  Agent 

Mike  Hebert  Qeft) 


HAROLD  RODRIGUE,  SR. 
and  JERRY  RODRIGUE 

M.  RODRIGUE  &  SON 

Top  20  Producers  -  2nd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  —  St.  James 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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ERIC  POCHE,  WILMER  POCHE,  PAUL  POCHE,  RODNEY  POCHE 

P  &  W  POCHE 
Top  20  Producers  —  3rd  Place,  St.  James  Agent  James  Garrett  Qeft) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  17) 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


TOMMY  NOEL  (right) 

ELISE  PLANTING  CO. 

Top  20  Producers 

4th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 

Ascension 

Ascension  Agent 
Bill  Davis  Geft) 
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FELIX  (second  from  left),  ROBERT,  KEVIN,  RONALD  and  ULYSEE  GONSOULIN 

ULYSEE  GONSOULIN  &  SONS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producers  —  5th  Place,  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
Iberia  Agent  James  Abadie  (far  left) 


THOMAS  LEBLANC  Geft) 

Top  20  Producers  -  6th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  —  Pointe  Coupee 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
Pointe  Coupee  Agent  Miles  Brashier  (right) 


WILSON  VIATOR  (no  photo) 
Top  20  Producers  —  8th  Place,  Top  Parish  Producer  -  Lafayette 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner      ^p^^^^^  continued  on  page  18) 
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WARREN  and 
DANIEL  PORTA 

D  &  W  PORTA 

Top  20  Producers 

7th  Place 
District  Acreage 

Category  Winner 

St.  James  Agent 
James  Garrett 
(right) 


PHILIP  WEIMER 

WEIMER  BROS. 

Top  20  Producers  -  9th  Place 
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BERNARD  JR.,  and  BERNARD  LAVIOLETTE  SR. 

ADAM  &  BERNARD  LAVIOLETTE 

Top  20  Producers  -  10th  Place,  Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Martin 

St.  Martin  Agent  James  Devillier  (right) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  19) 
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HENRY  W.  CORLEY  Geft) 

Top  20  Producers     f     ! 
11th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  — 
Rapides 

Rapides  Agent 
Matt  Martin,  Jr.  (right) 


RANDY  and  CHRIS  GONSOULIN 

DANIEL  J.  GONSOULIN 
&  SONS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producers  -  12th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  —  Iberia 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


DANIEL  VIATOR  (right) 

Top  20  Producers  -  13th  Place 

Lafayette  Agent  Perry  Dautreuil  Geft) 


NOVEMBER  1,  1992 


(Photos  continued  on  page  20) 
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M.A.  JR.  and  M.  A.  GAUTREAUX,  SR. 

M.A.  GAUTREAU,  CO. 

Top  20  Producers  -  14th  Place 


ANDREW  GONSOULIN 
and  FRANK  FRENCH 

GONSOULIN 
BROTHERS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producers 
15th  Place 

District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Iberia  Agent 
James  Abadie  (right) 


RICHARD  BARBIER 

Top  20  Producers  -  16th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  Iberville 
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(Photos  continued  on  page  21) 
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GLYNN  RIVET  (right) 

Top  20  Producers 

17th  Place 
Iberville  Agent 

Louis  Favron 

aeft) 


ROGER  KAHAO  and 
JIM  GAUBERT 

AUDUBON  PROPERTIES 

Top  20  Producers  -  18th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  — 

West  Baton  Rouge 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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MEINRAD  and  AL  BLANCHARD 

BLANCHARD  FARMS 

Top  20  Producers  —  19th  Place,  Top  Parish  Producer  —  Assumption 
Assumption  Agent  Donald  Nolan  (far  left) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  22) 
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JODY  ARCEMENT,  MICHAEL  ARCEMENT,  MELVIN  KEYS,  JR. 
and  RUSTY  ORDOGNE 

HERMAN  ARCEMENT  &  SON,  INC.  - 

Top  20  Producers  -  20th  Place 


CARLTON  Qeft),  BRYAN  (second  from  right),  and  MARIAN  TOWNSEND  (far  right) 

MARIAN  &  CARLTON  TOWNSEND 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  Avoyelles 

Avoyelles  Agent  Dr.  Carlos  Smith,  Jr.  (second  from  left) 


DAVID  and     . 
STAN  RODRIGUE     | 

GOLDMINE  PLT.  CO. 


Top  Parish  Producer  — 
St.  John 

St.  John  Agent 
Larry  Brock  (right) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  23) 
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TEDDY,  DONALD,  JAMIE  and  JUAN  SEGURA 

DONALD  SEGURA  FARMS 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  St.  Mary 
St.  Mary  Agent  Don  Fontenot  (center) 


PAUL,  TOM,  WALLACE  III  and  WALLACE  ELLENDER,  JR. 

WALLACE  ELLENDER 

Top  20  Producer  —  Terrebone,  Terrebone  Agent  Barton  Joffrion  (far  left) 


SAM,  SR.,  and 
I     SAM  DUPLANTIS,  JR. 

SAM  DUPLANTIS,  SR. 

Top  Parish  Producer  — 
Vermillion 


(Photos  continued  on  page  24) 
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DOUGLAS  GUY,  JR.  Qeft) 

District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Vermillion  Agent 
Cecil  McCrory  (right) 


OZANE,  VINCENT,  ALAN  and  BUDDY  GRAVOIS 

GRAVOIS  FARM 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


t:*"t^er*   4   ^' I'- -''^WW^^^^ 


JACKIE  &  FLINT  LANGLOIS 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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(Photos  continued  on  page  25) 
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T-CY,  CHUCK,  ANTOINE,  and  CHARLES  LANDRY 

CHARLES  LANDRY  &  SONS 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
West  Baton  Rouge  Agent  Harry  Laws  (right) 


ROGER  BROWN 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


BRYAN  LUKE 

TOP  4-H 

SUGARCANE 

GROWER 

St.  Mary  Agent 

Dick  Plaisance 

(right) 
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LASERPLAME 

Machine  Control  Systems 



^^S 

Landtormlng 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 

FOR  THE  LATEST 

INFORMATION 

in  the 

SUGARCANE  INDUSTRY 

and 

FARM  PRODUCTS 

READ 

and  ADVERTISE 

in 

THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

n  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State . 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


virtually  unlimited  access  after  a  mere 
six  years.  Thirdly,  they  directed  the  Ad- 
ministration to  change  the  transition 
period  for  refined  sugar  and  sugar- 
containing  products  from  10  years  to  15 
years,  consistent  with  the  Section  22 
phase-out  for  raw  sugar.  The  letter 
states  that,  "failure  to  make  these 
changes  to  the  sugar  section  of  the 
Agreement  could  jeopardize  Senate  ap- 
proval of  NAFTA." 

In  a  similar  letter  to  Hills  and 
Madigan,  85  House  Members  supported 
Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  Kika  de  la  Garza's  request 
that  the  same  changes  be  made  in  the 
sugar  section  of  the  proposed  NAFTA. 
In  an  exchange  with  Ambassador  Hills 
at  a  September  16  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee hearing,  de  la  Garza  asked  that  the 
three  modifications  be  made  in  the  pro- 


posed agreement.  The  letter  asserts  that 
"these  modifications  are  basic  and  fair, 
and  will  do  much  to  diminish  the 
legitimate  concerns  of  U.S.  sugar  pro- 
ducers." 

GATT  Update 

The  Maastricht  Treaty  for  European 
unification  passed  by  a  narrow  margin 
in  France  on  September  20,  in  spite  of 
the  70%  opposition  by  French  farmers. 
Following  the  October  12  U.S.-E.C. 
Ministerial  meeting  in  Brussels,  French 
farmers  continued  to  stage  protests 
against  the  U.S.-E.C.  Uruguay  Round 
trade  talks  which  include  U.S.  in- 
sistence that  the  E.C.  reduce  farm  sub- 
sidies. Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ed 
Madigan  and  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Carla  Hills  left  their  E.C.  counterparts 

(Continued  on  page  28) 


FORD  NEW  HOLLAND  HIGH  CLEARANCE 
4  WHEEL  DRIVE  MUDDER  TRACTORS  WITH: 


•  62  to  91  P.T.O.  Horse  Power 

•  Ground  clearance  over  31  inches 

•  Roll  Bar  Deluxe  Seat 
•540/1000  RPM  P.T.O. 

•  3  pt  hitch  lift  capacity  over  5850  lbs. 

M  &  L  Industries  offers  Low  Interest 
Financing  with  annual  Payments. 

Ask  about  our  Rent  to  Purchase  Plan. 

M  &  L  has  won  the  Ford  New  Holland 
Service  Excellence  Award  for  the  past 
5  years. 

WE'RE  COMMITTED  TO  SERVING  YOU  BETTER 
Out  of  town  call  toll  free 

1   800-969-0068 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 

PHONE  504/876-2280 


FORD  IMEW  HOLLAND 


MI 


=   I 


n 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  27) 


in  Brussels  without  an  agreement, 
despite  hopes  that  a  successful  end  to 
the  GATT  talks  would  be  secured  there. 
In  addition  to  the  impasse  due  to  Euro- 
pean farm  subsidies,  the  ongoing 
oilseeds  problem  has  yet  to  be  resolved. 
Technical  work  on  possible  compromises 
on  the  subsidies  problem  will  continue 
until  a  meeting  can  be  arranged  be- 
tween E.G.  Agricultural  Gommissioner 
Ray  MacSharry  and  Secreteiry  Madigan, 
possibly  for  the  20th  of  October.  In  the 
meantime,  Uruguay  Round  negotiations 
in  all  sectors  may  resume  at  the  Quad 
meeting  (between  the  U.S.,  E.G., 
Ganada,  and  Japan)  in  Toronto  on  Oc- 
tober 17  and  18,  where  Hills  is  sched- 
uled to  meet  with  E.G.  External  Rela- 


tions Gommissioner  Frans  Andriessen. 
In  actuality,  the  U.S.  and  E.G.  are  very 
close  to  a  GATT  agreement  provided  the 
301  case  on  oilseeds  can  be  settled 
satisfactorily. 


Crop  Production  Report 

USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  produc- 
tion at  31.0  million  tons,  one  percent 
above  the  September  1  forecast  and  two 
percent  above  last  year's  output.  Area 
for  harvest,  at  950,000  acres,  is  virtual- 
ly unchanged  from  last  month  but  six 
percent  above  a  year  ago.  Yield,  at  32.6 
tons  per  acre,  is  up  0.3  ton  from 
September  1  and  down  1.1  tons  from  a 
year  earlier. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-91  AND  FORECASTED  OCTOBER  1,  1992 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PRGDUCTIOr 

V 

STATE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1,000 > 

\CRES 

TO 

NS 

1,000  TONS 

FL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

HI 

74.0 

71.0 

81.9 

87.0 

6,723 

6,063 

6,177 

LA 

345.0 

390.0 

22.1 

22.0 

5,056 

7,620 

8,580 

TX 

34.9 

39.0 

31.8 

30.0 

950 

1,110 

1,170 

US 

896.9 

950.0 

33.7 

32.6 

28,136 

30,254 

31,002 

1   NET  TONS. 


Crop  Production 
October  1992 


Agricultural  Statistics  Board 
MASS,  USDA 
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Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
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Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42 -145  HP. 
Low  or  High  Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3296 


Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 
3-Row  Cultivators 
Dist.  of  Perkins  & 
Rolls  Royce 
Diesel  Engines 


LANDINI,  THE  ITALIAN  TRACTOR, 

WITH  THE  STRENGTH  OF  AN  ELEPHANT 

THAT  WILL  WORK  FOR  PEANUTS. 

Landini  Tractors  are  noted  for  their  practical 

features,  simplicity  and  low  maintenance.  Their 

rugged  construction  makes  them  durable  under 

the  most  demanding  conditions.  Their  fine 

quality  is  backed  by  a  2-year  warranty  on 

parts  and  labor. 

Landini  offers  a  full  line  of  agricultural  tractors 

with  options  to  suit  a  wide  range  of  specific 

agricultural  needs. 

All  Landini  Tractors  feature  the  world  famous, 

economical  Perkins  engines.  Also  featured  is 

the  12-speed  forward  and  4-speed  reverse 

transmission.  Optional  creeper  gear  as  low  as 

0.25  mph.  shuttle,  overdrive  and/or 

underdrive  are  available. 


Farnn  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that 
new  tractor,  get  the  crop 
in  this  year,  make 
farm  improvements  or 
just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  9) 


of  the  BMP's  in  each  of  the  four  com- 
modities, including  producers,  pro- 
cessors, LSU  and  USDA  scientists,  ex- 
tension personnel,  crop  consultants,  in- 
dustry personnel,  and  representatives  of 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service, 
Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry,  Department  of  Environmental 
Quality,  Department  of  Natural 
Resources,  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion, and  the  Department  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries. 

The  study  of  BMP's  was  initiated  at 
a  meeting  of  state  agency  heads  on 
March  23,  1992.  At  a  meeting  of  a 
specially  appointed  BMP  Study  Com- 
mittee, it  was  agreed  that  the  four  com- 
modities already  mentioned  would  be  in- 
cluded as  a  pilot  effort  with  a  deadline 
of  July  15  for  completion  of  their  reports. 
This  work  has  now  been  completed  and 
the  committee  has  now  initiated  a 
second  phase  which  will  include  addi- 
tional commodities  and  agricultural 
processing. 

Since  League  personnel  have  been 
involved  in  these  committees,  copies  of 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


these  BMP's  and  the  information  used 
to  develop  them  can  be  seen  in  the 
League  Office  if  any  industry  member 
is  interested  in  this  process.  The  goal  is 
to  have  a  "book  of  BMP's"  for  Louisiana 
Agriculture.  This  will  provide  various 
agencies  and  study  groups  with  those 
practices  that  are  good  for  the  environ- 
ment and  at  the  same  time  practical  and 
economically  feasible. 

There  are  many,  many  programs  in 
various  agencies  dealing  with  the  en- 
vironment that  are  currently  under  way 
which  you  will  undoubtedly  hear  more 
and  more  about  as  they  conduct  their 
work.  Some,  but  not  all,  of  these  newer 
programs  which  receive  the  most  atten- 
tion are:  Coastal  Zone  Management, 
Barataria-Terrebonne  Estuary  Pro- 
gram, Mandalay  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Sustainable  Agriculture 
Research  and  Education  Program,  En- 
dangered Species  Act,  Gulf  of  Mexico 
Program,  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act,  and  the  numerous  EPA  and 
DEQ  programs  which  affect  the  way 
your  business  operates.  None  of  these 
programs  will  help  you  make  more 
money;  they  may  help  protect  the  en- 
vironment but  they  certainly  will  in- 
crease the  cost  of  your  doing  business. 
Since  we  must  work  to  help  protect  our 
environment  and  since  we  depend  upon 
the  air,  water  and  soil  for  our  liveli- 
hoods, then  there  is  some  fairness  in  in- 
corporating some  of  these  programs  in- 
to the  business  of  agriculture.  However, 
it  is  NOT  fair  that  the  cost  of  these  pro- 
grams be  paid  for  entirely  by  the 
agriculture  community  since  the  public 
is  the  end  user  of  the  goods  that  arise 
from  this  production.  There  must  be 
some  fairness  in  instituting  these  pro- 
grams that  are  designed  to  help  protect 
the  world  for  our  children. 
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available,  ranging  from  chlorine  to 
quaternary  amines  and  thiocarbamates. 
The  latter  probably  are  most  effective  in 
maintenance  of  mill  sanitation,  but  on- 
ly as  an  adjunct  to  regular  cleaning  and 
steaming  out  of  milling  trains  and  juice 
screens  and  tanks.  New  types  of  pro- 
ducts are  becoming  available  but  have 
to  pass  through  residue  testing  pro- 
cedures before  being  accepted  for  use. 
Products  are  sometimes  suggested  for 
treatment  of  cane  wash  water  but  this 
is  next  to  impossible,  given  the  soil  con- 
tent and  the  nutrient  levels  in  the 
water.  In  a  recent  book  by  Edward 
Wilson,  "The  Diversity  of  Life",  the 
comment  is  made  that  the  number  of 
unidentified  species  of  micro-organisms 
in  soil  may  be  thousands  of  times 
greater  than  those  we  know. 

This  brings  up  what  may  be  describ- 
ed as  the  "law  of  unintended  results". 
Changing  the  balance  in  a  system  can 
have  consequences  later  on  that  were 
unforeseen  and  unintended.  Use  of 
pesticides  to  reduce  one  type  of  insect 
can  lead  to  proliferation  of  another. 
Potential  improvements  in  clarification 
by  use  of  additional  phosphate  may  be 
rejected  due  to  fear  of  increased 
phosphate  in  run-off  from  mud  disposal. 
Prevention  of  scale  formation  in  the 
evaporators  may  lead  to  different 
precipitant  characteristics  later  in  pro- 
cess, and  possible  alter  the  performance 
of  syrup  clarification  systems.  Use  of 
sodium  hydrosulfite  to  bleach  raw  sugar 
can  have  adverse  effects  on  refinery 
operations.  There  is  no  infallible  method 
to  predict  whether  a  process  additive  can 
have  the  desired  effect.  However,  the 
chemistry  of  the  system  should  be 
realistic  and  compatible  with  well 
understood  process  principles. 

There  have  been  a  few  reports,  with 
little  data,  on  the  use  of  surfactants 


(detergents)  in  milling,  with  the  claims 
of  lower  bagasse  moisture  and  increas- 
ed extraction.  While  it  is  not 
unreasonable  that  materials  that  should 
increase  penetration  of  water  into  the 
bagasse  should  increase  extraction, 
painstaking  testing  of  the  system,  using 
a  range  of  surfactants  is  necessary.  Even 
if  increased  extraction  were  achieved, 
materials  with  the  characteristics  of 
anionic  surfactants  have  been  im- 
plicated in  poor  juice  clarification. 

The  variations  in  polymeric  floc- 
culants  are  in  their  molecular  weights 
and  degrees  of  hydrolysis.  Some  predic- 
tion of  the  most  suitable  flocculate  are 
possible  but  comparison  of  specific  pro- 
ducts need  to  be  made  to  choose  the  best. 
In  any  case,  how  the  material  is  used  is 
usually  more  important  than  the  choice 
itself.  Some  success  has  been  reported 
with  antiscalants  in  areas  with  hand-cut 
cane,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 
identify  products  which  are  effective  on 
juice  from  mechanically  harvested  cane 
with  much  field  soil  in  the  mixed  juice. 
This  is  a  subject  with  considerable  ac- 
tive research  but  little  hope  of  a  simple 
solution  soon. 
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THE  ALL-NEW  5250  MAXXUM': 

BRINGING  A  LITTLE  MORE 
MUSCLE  TO  THE  MID-RANGE. 


s^: 
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When  Case  IH  introduced  the  first  MAXXUM  tractors 
three  years  ago,  they  brought  you  more  performance. 
More  features.  And  more  value.  ■  Now,  as  we  unveil 
the  next  generation,  we're  bringing  you  something 
even  better.  ■  More  MAXXUMs.  ■  introducing  the 
all-new  Case  International  5250  MAXXUM.  An 
additional,  top-of-the-!ine  model  in  a  tractor  series  that 
promises  to  rewrite  the  rule  book.  For  a  second 
time.  ■  Packed  with  more  horspower  than  any 
MAXXUM  yet.  Filled  with  features  that  let  a  mid-size 
tractor  perform  well  beyond  your  expectations.  And 


5250  MAXXUM:   ll2PT0hp 

engineered  with  the  kind  of  innovation  that  only 
happens  when  a  company  pays  attention  to  its 
customers.  ■  This  tractor  is  as  much  reflection  on  you 
as  it  is  on  us  Your  comments  and  suggestions  were  the 
fuel  behind  the  design  of  all  four  new  MAXXUM 
tractors.  And  from  top  to  bottom,  the  new  5250 
answers  your  demands.  ■  With  a  tough,  high- 
efficiency  powerplant.  All-glass  doors  for  better 
visibility.  A  swivel  air  seat  for  all-day  comfort.  And 
much  more.  ■  See  the  powerful  new  5250  MAXXUM 
today.  And  put  a  little  more  muscle  in  your  mid-range. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 

The  1992  Crop" 


There  is  a  saying  that  I  have  heard 
repeated  many  times:  "A  farmer  is  the 
eternal  optimist."  The  disasters  ex- 
perienced by  Louisiana  sugarcane 
farmers  during  the  past  three  years  cer- 
tainly lends  credence  to  that  statement. 

Louisiana's  1990  sugarcane  crop 
was  reduced  by  50%  because  of  the 
severe  freeze  that  occurred  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  of  1989.  Most  of  the 
sugar  belt  recorded  single  digit 
temperatures  for  almost  80  consecutive 
hours.  1991  commenced  with  prospects 
for  an  excellent  crop;  then  the  spring 
rains  began  and  by  June  1,  most  of  the 
Louisiana  sugarbelt  had  received  in  ex- 
cess of  our  normal  annual  rainfall  of  60 
inches.  On  November  9, 10,  and  11  freez- 
ing temperatures  affected  sugarcane 
across  the  entire  state.  Therefore,  the 
1991  crop  production  was  reduced  by 
these  two  phenomena  of  nature. 

Optimists  that  they  are,  the  Loui- 
siana sugarcane  growers  began  1992 
with  high  hopes.  Following  a  mild 
winter,  the  prospects  in  the  early  spring 
were  for  an  excellent  crop.  A  relatively 
dry  spring  allowed  for  tillering  and  a 
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good  fertilization  and  cultivation  season. 
During  the  peak  growing  months  of 
June,  July  and  early  August,  growth 
records  indicated  very  good  growth 
rates.  But  in  the  early  morning  hours  of 
Wednesday,  August  26  Hurricane  An- 
drew, came  ashore  in  the  Terrebonne 
and  St.  Mary  Parishes  area  and  within 
hours  what  could  have  been  a  record 
breaking  10,000,000  ton  sugarcane  crop 
was  reduced  to  something  around 
8,000,000  tons  of  sugarcane. 

Following  the  hurricane,  some  areas 
of  the  sugarbelt  endured  several  weeks 
of  rainfall,  thus  delaying  the  fall  plant- 
ing season.  By  October  17  all  Louisiana 
sugarcane  processing  plants  were  up 
and  running.  During  the  first  four 
weeks  of  operation,  sugar  recoveries 
were  high  with  a  state  average  of  203 
pounds  of  96  pol  sugar  per  ton  of  gross 
sugarcane.  Although  a  much  needed 
rain  blanketed  all  of  the  sugarcane 
growing  area  the  first  week  of 
November,  let  us  hope  that  the  weather 
during  the  remainder  of  the  season  will 
be  conducive  to  good  harvest  conditions. 

But  whatever  does  happen  during 
the  rest  of  the  harvest  season,  the  Lou- 
isiana sugarcane  growers  and  processors 
will  prevail.  1992  is  the  197th  con- 
secutive crop  of  sugarcane  to  be 
harvested  in  Louisiana  and  as  their 
fathers  and  forefathers  were  able  to 
overcome  adversities,  I  know  that  the 
present  group  of  Louisiana  sugarcane 
growers  and  processors  will  remember 
1992  as  just  another  obstacle  to  over- 
come. 1993  will  be  the  year  for  a  bumper 
sugarcane  crop  in  Louisiana. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


Election  Results  Reshape 
Agriculture  Committees 

Thirteen  Members  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  are  retiring, 
were  defeated,  or  were  elected  to  other 
office  as  of  November  3.  Three  Subcom- 
mittee chairs  will  not  be  returning.  Con- 
gressman Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA),  Chair- 
man of  the  Subcommittee  on  Cotton, 
Rice,  and  Sugar,  was  defeated  in  a 
runoff  by  Congressman  Jim  McCrery  (R- 
LA).  Congressman  Charles  Hatcher  (D- 
GA),  Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on 
Peanuts  and  Tobacco,  was  defeated  in 
his  primary,  and  Congressman  Robin 
Tallon  (D-SC),  Chairman  of  the  Subcom- 
mittee on  Domestic  Marketing,  Con- 
sumer Relations  and  Nutrition,  is  retir- 
ing. In  addition,  on  the  Minority  side, 
the  two  top-ranking  Republicans  on  the 
Agriculture  Committee,  Congressman 
Tom  Coleman  (R-MO)  and  Congressman 
Ron  Marlenee  (R-MT)  were  defeated  in 
their  re-election  bids.  With  the  retire- 
ment of  Congressman  Larry  Hopkins  (R- 
KY),  Congressman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS) 
has  become  the  new  Ranking  Minority 
Member.  Congressman  Bill  Emerson  (R- 
MO),  Ranking  Minority  Member  of  the 
Cotton,  Rice,  and  Sugar  Subcommittee, 
is  now  the  second-ranking  Republican 
on  the  full  committee. 

No  one  yet  knows  what  the  ratio  of 
Democrats  to  Republicans  will  be  on  the 
Committee.  It  will  be  determined  by  the 
ratio  of  the  whole  House  in  the  103rd 
Congress  which  is  currently  259 
Democrats  to  175  Republicans  and  one 
Independent  Member,  pending  the  out- 
come of  four  contested  races.  (The  ratio 
of  the  102nd  Congress  was  266 
Democrats  to  166  Republicans  and  one 
Independent  Member.)  In  addition  to  the 
loss  of  three  Subcommittee  Chairmen, 
the  Subcommittee  structure  may 
change. 


On  the  Senate  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee, Senator  John  Seymour  (R-CA)  was 
defeated  by  Dianne  Feinstein  on 
November  3.  Senator  Kent  Conrad  (D- 
ND)  is  retiring  from  his  seat  in  the 
102nd  Congress,  but  decided  to  run  for 
North  Dakota's  other  Senate  seat  upon 
the  death  of  Senator  Quentin  Burdick 
(D-ND).  The  Special  Election  will  occur 
on  December  7.  It  is  not  yet  known  how 
this  move  will  effect  his  seniority  in  the 
Senate  or  on  the  Committees.  Another 
unknown  on  the  Agriculture  Committee 
is  the  run-off  of  Senator  Wyche  Fowler 
(D-GA)  against  challenger  Paul  Cover- 
dell.  Fowler  failed  to  win  the  requisite 
50%  of  the  vote  on  November  3.  The  run- 
off will  be  held  on  November  24. 

President  Signs  Proportionate 
Shares  Legislation 

On  October  27,  President  Bush 
signed  H.R.  5763  into  law,  ensuring 
equitable  treatment  to  producers  of 
sugarcane  subject  to  proportionate 
shares.  Henceforward,  if  a  sugarcane 
producer  is  subject  to  a  proportionate 
share  under  marketing  allotments,  he 
will  be  able  to  harvest,  but  not  market, 
in  excess  of  his  proportionate  share.  We 
will  monitor  this  legislation  closely  as 
regulations  are  proposed  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

GATT  Update 

The  Trade  Negotiating  Committee 
of  the  GATT  held  an  emergency  meeting 
the  week  of  November  9  in  an  effort  to 
restart  the  multilateral  process  after 
talks  were  stalled  over  a  dispute  be- 
tween the  U.S.  and  E.C.  over  oilseeds 
production.  The  U.S.  announced  inten- 
tions to  impose  duties  on  imports  of 
white  wine,  wheat  gluten  and  rapeseed 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


LEAF  SCALD,  A  NEW  DISEASE 

Leaf  scald,  a  bacterial  disease  of 
sugarcane,  was  found  for  the  first  time 
in  the  Louisiana  industry  on  November 
3,  1992.  The  bacteria  which  causes  leaf 
scald,  Xanthomonas  albilineans,  was 
later  verified  through  serological 
methods  on  two  unreleased  varieties 
and  CP  74-383  planted  in  experimental 
plots  at  the  USDA  Experiment  Station 
near  Houma,  Louisiana.  Other  sus- 
picious looking  plants  have  since  been 
found  and  they  are  being  tested  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  are  actually  leaf 
scald  or  some  other  similar  looking  pro- 
blem. In  addition,  surveys  are  being 
made  around  the  industry  to  see  if  the 
disease  occurs  elsewhere.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  have  found  a  new  disease  on 
experiment  station  property  since  it  is 
here  that  the  widest  genetic  diversity 
(the  most  number  of  different  varieties 
of  sugarcane)  occurs.  It  may  very  well 
be  that  leaf  scald  has  been  in  Louisiana 
for  some  time  and  finally  found  a  varie- 
ty that  was  susceptible  enough  to  show 
obvious  symptoms. 

Before  anyone  panics,  it  should  be 
noted  that  this  disease  has  been  in 
Florida  since  1967  and  although  it  may 
have  eliminated  some  varieties  from  use 
in  the  industry,  to  this  date  it  has  not 
caused  serious  economic  losses.  The 
disease  also  occurs  in  many  areas 
around  the  world  but  has  not  been  con- 
sidered serious  once  resistant  varieties 
are  grown.  However,  it  should  be  noted 
that  leaf  scald  is  considered  a  potential- 
ly dangerous  disease  which  limits  the 
cultivation  of  susceptible  varieties. 

The  most  obvious  symptoms  of  this 
disease  are  a  white  pencil-like  streak 
one-eighth  of  an  inch  or  less  in  width 
which  extends  down  the  leaf  from  the  tip 
back  to  the  stalk.  Leaf  scald  can  also 
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cause  a  partial  or  complete  chlorosis  of 
the  leaf  blade.  In  addition  to  this  whiten- 
ing of  the  leaf,  the  disease  can  cause 
shoots  to  be  stunted  and  wilted  with 
leaves  becoming  stiff  and  curling  inward 
at  the  tips.  On  mature  infected  stalks 
there  are  often  numerous  side  shoots 
which  develop.  Stalks  with  these  symp- 
toms eventually  die  and  suckers  may 
develop  with  these  typical  leaf  symp- 
toms. Under  severe  conditions  in  a 
highly  susceptible  variety,  the  whole 
stool  may  die.  In  more  acute  phases  of 
the  disease,  again  in  more  susceptible 
varieties,  there  is  a  sudden  wilting  and 
death  of  mature  stalks,  sometimes 
without  showing  any  other  symptoms. 
Leaf  scald  is  spread  primarily  from 
planting  infected  stalks,  from 
mechanically  harvesting  sugarcane  (bot- 
tom blades)  and  through  the  air  by 
bacterial  ooze  which  may  spread  the 
bacteria  during  high  winds  and  rains 
such  as  occurs  during  a  hurricane.  There 
have  been  reports  from  several  areas 
that  there  is  an  explosion  of  bacterial 
diseases  in  years  following  hurricane  or 
cyclonic  activity.  The  incidence  of  these 
diseases  generally  decreases  following 
this  blow-up  phase. 

There  are  several  means  of  control; 
however,  resistant  varieties,  use  of  clean 
seed  and  cleaning  cane  harvester  blades 
are  probably  the  only  practical  means. 
Roguing,  a  difficult  hot  water  treatment 
program,  and  chemical  control  are 
generally  not  practical.  The  conven- 
tional hot  water  treatment  used  for  RSD 
control  in  Louisiana  although  not  total- 
ly effective  on  leaf  scald  may  help  as 
part  of  a  clean  seed  program. 

In  a  future  issue  of  the  Bulletin  will 

be  pictures  to  help  in  its  identification, 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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AN  ALL-NEW  BREED  OF  POWER 


Introducing  six  new  tractors,  built 
to  maximize  your  productivity  and 
comfort. 

Choose  from  three  all-new 
transmissions:  thelG-speed  PowrQuad'' 
(standard  on  7000  Series,  optional  on 
6000),  the  deluxe  19-speed  Power  Shift 
(optional  on  7000  Series),  or  fully 
synchronized  12-speed  SynchroPlus"' 
(standard  on  6000  Series). 


All-new  ComfortGard' '  cab  has 
40  percent  more  room,  an  all-new  air 
quality  system,  and  29  percent  more 
glass  for  superb  visibility. 

Plus,  all-new  engines,  all-new  John 
Deere  hydraulics,  and  much  more.  See 
yourjohn  Deere  dealer 
for  more  details  on  this 
all-new  breed  of  power. 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


LOUISIANA'S  OIL  &  GAS  BONANZA 
MAY  BE  PLAYING  OUT 


Now  that  deregulation  of  oil  prices 
has  been  completed,  "there  are  no  future 
windfalls"  other  than  what  might  be 
created  by  passage  of  new  taxes,  a 
legislative  committee  was  told  recently. 

Louisiana  has  been  warned  in  the 
past  that  trouble  —  even  bankruptcy  — 
is  ahead  because  of  the  state's  excessive 
dependence  on  oil  and  gas  taxes,  but 
conditions  improved  and  the  sky  didn't 
fall. 

The  result  is  that  not  everyone 
believes  oil  and  gas  production  is 
declining. 

Some  think  deregulation  of  oil  prices 
will  bring  a  new  production  bonanza 
that  will  put  off  any  immediate  worries. 
But  others  say  that  at  the  very  least 
there  will  be  a  leveling  off,  if  not  a 
decline,  in  oil  and  gas  revenue. 

The  debate  involves  persons  who 
look  at  the  numbers  and  see  that  oil  and 
natural  gas  production  has  fallen  rapid- 
ly in  the  last  10  years;  those  who 
remember  the  past  forecasts  of  doom 
and  believe  someone  is  crying  wolf 
again,  and  those  who  "know  in  their 
bones"  that  the  decline  will  turn  around 
once  American  enterprise  and  the  free 
market  system  take  over. 

But  oil  and  gas  are  non-renewable 
resources.  They  can't  be  replanted,  as 
cut  timber  land  can  be  reforested. 

Those  who  don't  believe  in  another 
windfall  of  money  fear  state  government 
can't  withdraw  from  its  big  spending 
habits  or  face  the  pain  that's  certain 
when  the  big  gusher  stops. 


Oil  production  increased  steadily  in 
the  1960's.  The  decline  began  in  the 

'80's. 

Not  only  the  public,  but  public  of- 
ficials, most  business  leaders,  even 
many  in  industry,  lack  an  understand- 
ing of  this  rapid  reversal  in  Louisiana's 
supply  and  demand. 

Gloomy  forecasts  have  become 
routine  for  legislators,  who  view  them 
with  skepticism. 


Does  this  sound  like  the  current 
status  of  fiscal  matters  in  Louis- 
iana? Yes,  it  does,  but  in  actuality 
the  above  is  extracted  from  an  arti- 
cle that  appeared  in  The  Baton 
Rouge  Morning  Advocate  on 
February  8,  1981  —  over  10  years 
ago. 

The  legislature  will  most  likely  be 
forced  next  year,  at  long  last,  to 
grapple  with  the  challenge 
presented  by  our  fiscal  situation 
and  provide  some  solutions.  Louis- 
iana has  run  out  of  "tomorrows" 
and  faces  a  deficit  that  cannot  be 
mended  with  a  band-aid.  The  situa- 
tion is  likely  to  be  complicated  if 
President-elect  Clinton,  as  some  ex- 
pect, begins  to  withdraw  federal 
funding  from  various  states.  Lou- 
isiana is  more  dependent  than  most 
states  on  federal  help,  and  with- 
drawal of  these  funds  could 
seriously  impair,  if  not  cripple, 
many  programs. 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E.  —  Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


The  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments  of 
1990  called  for  a  new  standard  to  govern 
chemical  process  safety  in  the  work 
place.  The  major  objective  is  to  prevent 
unwarranted  release  of  hazardous 
chemicals,  especially  into  locations  that 
could  expose  employees  or  neighbors  of 
a  processing  operation  to  serious 
hazards.  Pursuant  to  this  provision  of 
the  Act,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor, 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Ad- 
ministration (OSHA)  promulgated  a 
final  rule  on  February  24, 1992,  entitled 
Process  Safety  Management  of  Highly 
Hazardous  Chemicals  (29  CFR 
1910.119).  The  new  rule  is  referred  to  as 
the  ''Process  Safety  Standard"  or  "Pro- 
cess Safety  Management  Rules." 

The  new  Process  Safety  Standard  is 
of  interest  to  the  sugar  industry  because 
of  the  broad  definitiion  of  "process"  in 
the  rule.  The  term  "process"  means 
simply  any  use,  storage,  manufacturing, 
handling,  or  on-site  movement  of  a 
hazardous  chemical  at  or  above  a 
threshold  quantity  listed  in  the  Regula- 
tion. Regulated  hazardous  chemicals  in- 
clude flammable  gases,  flammable 
liquids  stored  under  pressure,  and  more 
than  a  hundred  toxic  and  reactive  hazgir- 
dous  chemicals  including  anhydrous 
ammonia  and  chlorine. 

Sugar  mills  and  other  establish- 
ments, including  drinking  water  treat- 
ment plants  and  wastewater  treatment 
plants  that  have  more  than  10,000 
pounds  of  anhydrous  ammonia  (about 
1,500  liquid  gallons)  or  more  than  1,500 
pounds  of  chlorine  in  storage,  are  re- 
quired to  comply  with  the  new  rules.  In 
other  words,  a  sugar  mill  with  an  or- 
dinary one  ton  cylinder  of  chlorine  on 
hand  would  be  affected  but  a  mill  with 
no  more  than  nine  150  pound  chlorine 
cylinders  on  the  premises  at  any  one 
time  would  not  be.  Most  ammonia 
storage  tanks  in  use  on  the  premises  of 


sugar  mills  are  large  enough  to  be  in- 
cluded under  the  new  rule. 

Establishments  covered  by  the  new 
Process  Safety  Standard  are  required  to 
establish  promptly  and  maintain  a  com- 
prehensive safety  program  that  includes 
the  following  essential  elements: 

■  Employee  participation; 

■  Process  safety  information; 

■  Written  standard  operating 
procedures; 

■  Process  safety  training; 

■  Contractor  notification  and 
training; 

■  Pre-startup  safety  review; 

■  Mechanical  integrity 
requirements; 

■  Hot  work  permits; 

■  Management  of  change 
procedures; 

■  Incident  investigation; 

■  Emergency  planning  and 
response  plan; 

■  Compliance  audits;  and 

■  Trade  secret  documentation. 

The  simplest  procedure  for  sugar 
mills  to  achieve  compliance  may  be  to 
ascertain  that  less  than  de-minimus 
amounts  of  hazardous  chemicals  are  on 
the  premises  at  any  one  time.  This  may 
require  that  ammonia  storage  tanks  be 
removed  from  sugar  mill  premises,  or 
emptied  and  used  for  other  lawful 
purposes. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  an  en- 
tirely different  set  of  OSHA  rules  ap- 
plies to  ammonia  storage  and  use  on 
farms  [29  CFR  1910.111(a)  and  (b)].  Any 
tanks  moved  from  sugar  mill  sites  to 
farm  sites  would  be  covered  by  these 
rules,  which  have  been  in  effect  for 
several  years. 

Further  information  on  the  Process 
Safety  Management  Program  can  be  ob- 
tained from  OSHA  Publications  office, 
Room  N3101,  Washington  D.C.  20210, 
(202)  523-7667. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


WASTE  HANDLING 


This  month's  article  reviews  and 
adds  to  what  I  have  already  written  on 
the  subject  of  the  large  quantities  of 
waste  that  are  generated  by  the  raw 
sugar  mills  and  the  environmental  im- 
pact and  handling  costs  of  these 
materials.  In  travelling  through  the 
cane  belt,  the  visual  impact,  especially 
of  the  piles  of  surplus  bagasse  and  mud 
dragged  from  the  settling  ponds,  has 
prompted  me  to  address  this  subject 
again. 

It  is  most  important  to  stress  that 
the  industry  is  not  dealing  with  any  tox- 
ic materials.  Rather,  the  problem  is  one 
of  large  quantities  of  potentially  high 
BOD  (biochemical  oxygen  demand)  from 
the  cane  itself  and  the  extraneous  mat- 
ter brought  into  the  mill.  Although 
these  are  not  new  problems,  the  amount 
of  time  and  effort  that  management  has 
to  put  into  dealing  with  them  is  con- 
tinuously increasing. 

The  change  in  government  in 
Washington  is  likely  to  lead  to  more  em- 
phasis on  environmental  matters.  The 
industry  must  make  the  effort  to  be  a 
good  citizen,  not  only  complying  with 
the  regulations,  but  also  generating 
good  will  from  our  neighbors  through  in- 
creased environmental  responsibility. 
Technical,  rather  than  political,  solu- 
tions are  required  but  we  must  ensure 
that  these  solutions  are  consistent  with 
the  goals  and  capabilities  of  the 
industry. 

These  solutions  are  probably  going 
to  be  at  significant  cost  to  domestic  pro- 
cessors which  must  not  be  placed  at  an 
economic  disadvantage  relative  to  pro- 
ducers without  such  constraints.  Proper 


controls  on  imported  sugar  and  an  ap- 
propriate pricing  system  for  domestic 
sugar  are  necessary  if  the  domestic 
sugar  industry  is  to  remain  strong  and 
also  minimize  its  environmental  impact. 

Cane  delivered  to  the  mill  with  large 
quantities  of  field  soil  is  the  single 
largest  problem.  Under  these  conditions, 
even  with  cane  washing,  poor  quality 
bagasse  may  be  produced  which  does  not 
burn  well  and  causes  an  increased 
surplus.  Cane  washing  becomes  even 
more  important  with  increased  quan- 
tities of  mud  going  to  the  settling  ponds, 
requiring  in  some  cases  almost  con- 
tinuous use  of  drag  lines  for  mud 
removal.  There  is  nothing  new  in 
stating  that  improved  harvesting  and 
loading  systems  will  reduce  mill  waste 
problems,  but  I  cannot  emphasize 
enough  that  they  are  an  essential  part 
of  the  solution  to  the  problem. 

Since  cane  washing  seems  to  be 
unavoidable,  improved  systems  for 
recycling  the  water  and  removal  of 
suspended  solids  are  necessary.  We  are 
currently  testing  a  pilot  size  lamella 
clarifier  for  removal  of  the  field  soil  from 
the  cane  wash  water.  The  chemical 
treatment  system  has  been  developed 
and  is  essentially  the  same  as  a  conven- 
tional water  treatment  system.  A 
separate  system  would  be  necessary  to 
remove  the  coarser  fibrous  material 
which  would  get  hung  up  in  the  clarifier. 
If  fairly  clean  water  at  neutral  pH  and 
with  an  adequate  oxygen  level  can  be 
produced  in  a  short  time,  it  can  then  be 
recycled  to  the  table  immediately.  This 
would  avoid  the  large  settling  ponds 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Trials 
In  Louisiana  During  1991 

H.L.  Waguespacki,  W.R.  Jackson^,  D.D.  Garrison2, 
K.L.  Quebedeaux3  and  H.P.  Schexnayder^ 


INTRODUCTION 

Outfield  variety  testing  is  the  final 
stage  of  the  twelve-year  selection  se- 
quence of  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
Variety  Program.  In  1991,  six  unre- 
leased  varieties  in  the  plant-cane,  four 
in  the  first-stubble,  and  one  in  the 
second-stubble  crop  were  compared  to 
eight  commercial  varieties.  Agronomic 
characteristics  of  these  varieties  were 
evaluated  at  11  locations  cooperatively 
by  the  American  Sugarcane  League,  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Agricultural  Research  Service,  and 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station.  Field  plots  were  located  on  soil 
types  representative  of  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  belt. 

SEASONAL  CONDITIONS 

The  1991  growing  season  was  one  of 
the  wettest  years  on  record.  For  each  of 
the  first  10  months,  above  average  rain- 
fall was  recorded  at  the  USDA  Sugar- 
cane Research  Station  in  Houma  with 
a  total  of  101.8  inches  collected  for  the 
year  (7).  Above  average  temperatures 
during  February  and  March  contributed 
to  good  shoot  populations  early  in  the 
year,  but  frequent  rains  during  April 
and  May  suppressed  tillering.  The 
unusual  weather  conditions  made  pro- 
per cultivation  and  fertilization  difficult 
in  most  areas  and  contributed  to  flat 


rows,  lower  stalk  populations,  and  more 
weed,  disease  and  insect  problems  (5). 
No  tropical  storms  affected  the  industry, 
but  an  early  November  freeze  damaged 
cane  in  the  northern  and  western  parts 
of  the  cane  belt.  Damage  from  the  freeze 
ranged  from  stalks  splitting  in  the 
northernmost  area  to  only  terminal  bud 
injury  in  the  southernmost  area. 
Although  some  losses  were  reported, 
careful  harvest  of  freeze  damaged  fields 
enabled  most  growers  to  complete  the 
season  without  abandoning  fields  (6). 

EXPERIMENTAL  PROCEDURES 

Tests  were  hand  planted  in  a  ran- 
domized, complete-block  design.  Three 
replications  of  each  variety  were  planted 
in  plots  that  were  32  ft.  long  and  18  ft. 
(3  rows)  wide.  Practices  recommended 
for  commercial  production  of  sugarcane 
in  Louisiana  were  used  at  all  test  loca- 
tions. Periodic  inspections  of  the  varie- 
ty plots  were  made  and  important 
agronomic  observations  were  recorded. 
At  harvest,  observations  on  harvestabil- 
ity  were  recorded  at  locations  that  had 
lodged  cane. 

To  determine  the  gross  yield  of  cane 
per  acre,  variety  plots  were  mechanical- 
ly harvested  and  then  weighed  with  a 
tractor-mounted  scale  (1).  Fifteen  stalks 
were  randomly  selected  from  each  plot, 
(Continued  on  page  12) 


1  Agronomist,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301. 

2  Agronomist,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA  70361 . 

3  Research  Associate,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  Iberia  Research  Station,  Jeanerette, 
LA  70544. 

^  Research  Associate,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  St. 
Gabriel,  LA  70776. 
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weighed  and  crushed  once  with  a  three- 
roller  mill.  Net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  (TRS), 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre,  mean  stalk 
weight  and  number  of  millable  stalks 
per  acre  were  calculated  based  on 
previously  reported  procedures  (2,4). 
Minimum  significant  differences  (MSD) 
for  each  of  these  yield  components  were 
determined  by  using  Waller-Duncan's 
Bayesian  d-ratio  k-test  (k-ratio  =  100:1, 
roughly  corresponding  to  0.05  P). 

RESULTS 

Table  1  lists  outfield  test  locations 
by  soil  type  and  crop.  Dates  of  planting 
and  dates  of  harvest  are  presented  for 
each  location. 

The  combined  analyses  of  the  yield 
data  from  all  locations  are  reported  in 
Tables  2  through  7,  and  are  grouped  by 
soil  type  and  crop.  Varieties  are  listed 
in  chronological  order  (by  year  of  assign- 
ment). In  the  comparison  of  the  yield 
results,  CP  70-321,  is  used  as  the  stan- 
dard or  check  variety  and  is  underlined 
in  each  table.  This  variety  occupied 
46.7%  of  the  1991  sugarcane  acreage  in 
Louisiana  (3). 

Light  Textured  Soil 

Plant-cane  crop:  (Table  2) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  CP  74-383, 
CP  84-730,  LCP  85-384,  CP  85-845  and 
LCP  86-454  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  CP  74-383, 
LHo  83-153,  CP  84-730,  LCP  85-384,  CP 
85-845  and  LCP  86-454  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP 
84-730  and  LCP  86-454  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  stalk  weight,  CP  79-318,  CP 
84-730  and  LCP  86-454  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321,  but  LCP 
85-384  was  lower. 


In  millable  stalk  population,  CP 
72-370,  CP  74-383,  LHo  83-153,  LCP 
85-384,  CP  85-845  and  CP  86-979  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321.  CP 
79-318  and  LCP  86-454  were  significant- 
ly lower  than  CP  70-321. 

First-stubble  crop:  (Table  3) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  CP  79-318, 
CP  84-730  and  LCP  85-384  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  LCP  85-384 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP 
65-357,  CP  79-318,  LCP  82-89,  CP 
84-730  and  LCP  85-384  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  stalk  weight,  CP  79-318  and  CP 
84-730  were  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321,  but  LCP  85-384  was 
significantly  lower. 

In  millable  stalk  population,  LCP 
85-384  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

Second-stubble  crop:  (Table  4) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  and  stalk 
weight,  no  varieties  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  LHo  83-153 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP 
76-331  and  CP  84-730  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  millable  stalk  population,  CP 
74-383  and  LHo  83-153  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321,  but  CP  65-357 
was  significantly  lower. 

Heavy  Textured  Soil 
Plant-cane  crop:  (Table  5) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  LCP  82-89, 
CP  84-730,  LCP  85-384,  and  LCP  86-454 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Landini  tractors  are  noted  for  their 

practical  features,  simplicity  and  low 

maintenance.  Their  rugged  construction 

makes  them  durable  under  the  most 

demanding  condition^.  Their  fine 

quality  is  backed  by  a  2 -year  warranty 

ggm  on  parts  and  labor. 


M#(i^. 


Landini  offers  a  full  line  of  agricultural 
tractors  with  options  to  suit  a  wide 
range  of  specific  agricultural  needs. 


Marrow  models  for  vineyards 
orchards,  groves  and  berries. 

Same  rugged  construction  as 

the  standard  models.  All 

adjustable  with  special  Ground  Effect 

low  models  available  for  under  tree  branches 


the  standard  model 


the  high  clearance  model 

High  clearance  models 

to  meet  the  demands 

of  everthing  from 

sugar  cane  to  row 

crops  to  vegetables. 


All  Landini  tractors  feature  the  world  famous, 
economical  Perkins  engines.  Also  featured  is  the 
12-speed  forward  and  4-speed  reverse  transmission 
with  optional  creeper  gear  as  low  as  0.25  mph 
with  shuttle  to  overdrive  or  underdrive. 

CALL  YOUR  DEALER 

M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

A  G  POWER  &  MACHINERY 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  70301 

(504)  447-3295 


THE  ITALIAN  TRACTOR  WITH  THE 

STRENGTH  OF  AN  ELEPHANT  THAT 

WILL  WORK  FOR  PEANUTS. 
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Sugarcane  Planting  Recommendations   (Continued  from  page  12) 


In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  LCP  82-89, 
LCP  85-384  and  LCP  86-454  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP 
65-357,  CP  72-370,  CP  79-318,  LCP 
82-89,  CP  84-730  and  LCP  86-454  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  stalk  weight,  CP  65-357,  CP 
74-383,  CP  79-318,  CP  84-730,  LCP 
85-376  and  LCP  86-454  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  millable  stalk  population,  LCP 
85-384  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321,  but  CP  79-318  was  significant- 
ly lower. 

First-stubble  crop:    (Table  6) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  LCP  82-89 
and  LCP  85-384  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  LCP  85-384 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP 
65-357,  CP  72-370,  CP  79-318,  LCP 
82-89,  CP  84-730  and  LCP  85-384  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  stalk  weight,  CP  74-383,  CP 
79-318,  and  LCP  85-376  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321,  but 
LHo  83-153  and  LCP  85-384  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  millable  stalk  population,  LCP 
82-89,  LHo  83-153  and  LCP  85-384  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 

Second-stubble  crop:    (Table  7) 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  CP  74-383 
and  LCP  82-89  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  cane  per  acre,  CP  74-383 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321,  but  CP  65-357  was  significant- 
ly lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane, 
CP  65-357,  CP  72-370,  CP  79-318,  LCP 


82-89  and  CP  84-730  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  70-321. 

In  stalk  weight,  CP  74-383  and  CP 
84-730  were  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321. 

In  millable  stalk  population,  CP 
65-357  was  significantly  lower  than  CP 
70-321. 

DISCUSSION 

Unreleased  varieties:  Yield  data  were 
obtained  for  CP  84-730  in  plant-cane, 
first-stubble  and  second-stubble  tests. 
This  variety  consistently  yielded  better 
than  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
Sugar  per  acre  yields  were  better  than 
CP  70-321  in  plant-cane  on  both  light 
and  heavy  soils  and  in  first-stubble  on 
light  soil  only.  Although  stalk  weights 
were  higher  in  plant-cane  and  first- 
stubble  tests  on  light  soil,  and  first-  and 
second-stubble  tests  on  heavy  soil,  only 
in  plant-cane,  on  light  soil  were  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  better  than  CP  70-321. 
Observations  on  harvestability  in- 
dicated excessive  scrap  was  left  in  plots 
after  harvesting  suggesting  that  CP 
84-730  may  not  be  well  adapted  to 
mechanical  harvesting. 

Plant  cane  and  first-stubble  data 
were  obtained  for  LCP  85-376,  LCP 
85-384  and  CP  85-845.  LCP  85-376 
yielded  equal  to  CP  70-321  except  for 
heavier  stalk  weight  recorded  in  plant- 
cane  on  heavy  soil.  Consistently  higher 
yields  were  recorded  for  LCP  85-384  in 
sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
in  the  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  crops 
in  both  light  and  heavy  soil  tests.  This 
variety  yielded  higher  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  in  first-stubble  on  both  light  and 
heavy  soils.  Stalk  weight  was  less  than 
CP  70-321  in  plant-cane  on  light  soil  and 
first-stubble  on  both  light  and  heavy 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Sugarcane  Outfield  Variety  Trials    (Continued  from  page  i4) 


soils,  but  more  millable  stalks  per  acre 
were  recorded  in  plant-cane  and  first- 
stubble  crops  on  both  light  and  heavy 
soils.  LCP  85-845  yielded  more  than  CP 
70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per 
acre  and  millable  stalks  per  acre  in 
plant-cane  on  light  soil. 

Yield  data  were  obtained  in  plant- 
cane  for  LCP  86-454  and  CP  86-979. 
LCP  86-454  yielded  better  than  CP 
70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per 
acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  stalk 
weight  on  both  light  and  heavy  soils. 
Less  millable  stalks  per  acre  were 
recorded  on  light  soil  for  LCP  86-454, 
but  more  millable  stalks  per  acre  were 
recorded  for  CP  86-979.  Observations  on 
harvestability  suggest  that  this  variety 
may  not  be  adapted  to  mechanical 
harvesting. 

Commercial  varieties:  Yield  data  were 
obtained  for  CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-331,  CP 
79-318,  LCP  82-89  and  LHo  83-153.  The 
differential  response  of  the  commercial 
varieties  to  the  excessive  rainfall  during 
1991  provided  valuable  information  for 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  The 
combined  analyses  of  the  test  locations 
by  soil  and  by  crop  showed  that  the 
sugar  per  acre  yields  for  CP  65-357  and 
LHo  83-153  were  equal  to  CP  70-321  on 
both  light  and  heavy  soils  in  all  crops. 
In  the  tests  where  CP  72-370  and  CP 
76-331  were  included,  these  two 
varieties  also  yielded  equal  to  CP  70-321 
in  sugar  per  acre.  The  sugar  per  acre 
yields  for  CP  74-383  was  higher  than  CP 
70-321  in  plant-cane  on  light  soil  and  in 
second-stubble  on  heavy  soil.  The  yield 
of  sugar  per  acre  for  CP  79-318  was 
similar  to  CP  70-321  except  for  first- 
stubble  on  light  soil  where  CP  79-318 
yielded  better.  Although  the  sugar  per 
acre  yields  of  LCP  82-89  were  equal  to 


CP  70-321  on  light  soil  in  all  crops,  on 
heavy  soil  this  variety  consistently 
yielded  better  than  CP  70-321,  sug- 
gesting that  this  variety  may  be  better 
adapted  to  heavy  soil  locations. 
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Table  1.  Dates  of  planting  and  harvest  for  11  outfield  locations  during  1991  in  the  plant- 
cane,  first-stubble  and  second  stubble  crops. 


Plant-Cane 

First-stubble 

Second 

Planted  '88 

-stubble 

Location 

Planted  '90 

Harvested  '91 

Planted  '89  Harvested  '91 

Harvested  '91 

Light  Soil 

/ 

Bon  Secour i 

10/02 

11/26 

8/31 

11/04 

9/23 

11/04 

Cinclare  ^ 

10/11 

11/19 

10/31 



9/22 



Frank  Pearce  ^ 

10/09 

9/26 

11/18 

10/19 



Georgia  2 

10/11 

11/25 

9/14 

11/05 

10/10 

10/15 

Lanaux  1 

10/25 

11/21 

9/13 

9/09 



Robert  Hebert  3 

10/04 

12/03 

9/25 

11/08 

10/06 

10/18 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain  3 

9/05 

11/12 

9/28 

10/17 

10/14 

10/17 

Evan  Hall ' 

8/27 

11/14 

10/10 

11/14 

10/12 



Magnolia  2 

10/01 

11/06 

9/19 

10/11 

10/11 

10/11 

McLeod  2 

9/26 

10/22 

9/20 

10/22 

10/14 



Oaklawn  3 

9/06 

11/13 

9/27 

10/25 

10/13 



■"  =  Mississippi  River 

area 

2  =  Bayou  Lafourche 

area 

3  =  Bayou  Teche  area 

TABLE  2.  Combined  analysis  of  plant-cane  at  5  outfield  test  locations  on  light  soil  during  1991. 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Millable 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

weighit 

stalks 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357 

5757 

24.4 

237 

2.45 

20085 

CP  70-321 

5503 

24.0 

229 

2.46 

19647 

CP  72-370 

6314 

26.4 

237 

2.35 

22552  + 

CP  74-383 

6501  + 

29.1  + 

223 

2.60 

22484  + 

CP  79-318 

5817 

24.7 

235 

2.82  + 

17607- 

LCP  82-89 

5864 

25.3 

231 

2.45 

20742 

LHo  83-153 

5959 

26.9  + 

221 

2.35 

23135  + 

CP  84-730 

6787  + 

26.9  + 

253  + 

2.81  + 

19213 

LCP  85-376 

5705 

24.3 

235 

2.47 

19799 

LCP  85-384 

6796  + 

28.3  + 

240 

2.20- 

25866  + 

CP  85-845 

6435  + 

28.6  + 

224 

2.30 

24814  + 

LCP  86-454 

6479  + 

26.8  + 

243  + 

3.19  + 

16754- 

CP  86  979 

5910 

25.3 

233 

2.36 

21732  + 

MSD 

878 

2.7 

13 

0.19 

1976 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 
respectively. 
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TABLE  3.  Combined  analysis  of  first-stubble  at  4  outfield  test  locations  on  light  soil  during 
1991. 


Variety 


Sugar  per 
acre 


Yield  per 
acre 


Sugar  per 
ton 


Stalk 
weight 


Millable 
stalks 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357 

5322 

20.6 

260  + 

2.16 

19241 

CP  70-321 

5655 

23.3 

243 

2.12 

22022 

CP  74-383 

5786 

25.3 

231 

2.13 

23904 

CP  79-318 

6514  + 

24.8 

264  + 

2.31  + 

21583 

LCP  82-89 

6069 

23.1 

262  + 

2.03 

23211 

LHo  83-153 

6227 

25.2 

247 

2.03 

24887 

CP  84-730 

6923  + 

25.3 

273  + 

2.34  + 

21690 

LCP  85-376 

5614 

22.4 

252 

2.12 

21184 

LCP  85-384 

6946  + 

26.8  + 

259  + 

1.69- 

32078  + 

CP  85-845 

6104 

25.7 

239 

2.12 

24428 

MSD 

856 

3.3 

13 

0.17 

3257 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which 
respectively. 

are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 

TABLE  4.  Combined  analysis  of  second-stubble  at  3  outfield  test  locations 
during  1991. 

on  light  soil 

Sugar  per 
Variety               acre 

Yield  per 
acre 

Sugar  per 
ton 

Stalk 
weight 

Millable 
stalks 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357 

3571 

14.9 

243 

1.89 

15715- 

CP  70-321 

4423 

19.0 

232 

1.86 

20687 

CP  74-383 

5187 

23.0 

226 

1.61 

28718  + 

CP  76-331 

5148 

19.6 

264  + 

2.05 

19448 

CP  79-318 

5342 

21.2 

252 

1.88 

23072 

LCP  82-89 

5619 

22.9 

246 

1.92 

24014 

LHo  83-153 

5612 

24.1  + 

233 

1.77 

2741 1 + 

CP  84-730 

5690 

21.3 

267  + 

1.99 

21435 

MSD 

1382 

4.8 

22 

0.35 

4242 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 
respectively. 
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TABLE  5.  Combined  analysis  of  plant-cane  at  5  outfield  test  locations  on  heavy  soil  during 
1991. 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Millable 

Variety               acre 

acre 

ton 

weight 

stallcs 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357               5859 

22.6 

256  + 

2.36  + 

19048 

CP  70-321                5280 

21.6 

239 

2.06 

20837 

CP  72-370               5661 

22.1 

254  + 

2.22 

19977 

CP  74-383               5834 

24.2 

238 

2.31  + 

20974 

CP  79-318               5662 

21.3 

263  + 

2.47  + 

17241- 

LCP  82-89                 6676  + 

25.4  + 

260  + 

2.18 

22966 

LHo  83-153               5410 

22.6 

235 

1.97 

22474 

CP  84-730               6363  + 

23.4 

270  + 

2.61  + 

17955 

LCP  85-376               5572 

21.9 

249 

2.29  + 

19056 

LCP  85-384               6585  + 

25.6  + 

251 

1.94 

26378  + 

CP  85-845               5897 

24.1 

240 

2.12 

22371 

LCP  86-454               7212  + 

27.3  + 

261  + 

2.80  + 

19381 

CP  86-979               5703 

22.9 

245 

2.07 

22149 

MSD                               888 

3.1 

15 

0.16 

2885 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which 

are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 

respectively. 

TABLE  6.  Combined  analysis  of  first-stubble  at  5  outfield  test  locations  on  heavy  soil 
during  1991. 


Sugar  per 

Yield  per 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Millable 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

weight 

stalks 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357 

4591 

17.3 

263  + 

1.87 

18644 

CP  70-321 

4429 

18.5 

239 

1.81 

20508 

CP  72-370 

5262 

20.2 

259  + 

1.90 

21594 

CP  74-383 

4894 

20.5 

240 

1.99  + 

20754 

CP  79-318 

5130 

19.4 

262  + 

2.04  + 

18855 

LCP  82-89 

5388  + 

20.2 

264  + 

1.75 

23371 + 

LHo  83-153 

4786 

19.8 

240 

1.58- 

24954  + 

CP  84-730 

5311 

18.8 

279  + 

1.94 

19526 

LCP  85-376 

4902 

19.9 

245 

2.03  + 

19677 

LCP  85-384 

5813  + 

22.4  + 

256  + 

1.47- 

30647  + 

CP  85-845 

5018 

20.8 

238 

1.86 

22447 

MSD 

925 

3.0 

10 

0.16 

2337 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 
respectively. 
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TABLE  7.  Combined  analysis  of  second-stubble  at  2  outfield  test  locations  on  heavy  soil 
during  1991. 


Variety 


Sugar  per 
acre 


Yield  per 
acre 


Sugar  per 
ton 


Static 
weight 


Millable 
stalks 


(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(no.) 

CP  65-357 

2022 

7.8- 

258  + 

1.54 

10346- 

CP  70-321 

3114 

13.1 

237 

1.41 

18729 

CP  72-370 

3723 

14.5 

254  + 

1.55 

18688 

CP  74-383 

4888  + 

20.0  + 

243 

1.89  + 

21175 

CP  79-318 

3823 

15.0 

250  + 

1.60 

18514 

LCP  82-89 

4655  + 

17.9 

258  + 

1.64 

21630 

LHo  83-153 

3461 

14.4 

238 

1.35 

21048 

CP  84-730 

4049 

14.7 

274  + 

1.82  + 

15959 

MSD 

1218 

4.9 

13 

0.35 

4816 

(  +  )  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321  at  0.05  P, 
respectively. 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-QRIP  TD4 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKfc:  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gt^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENOTN 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:    International   or   John    Deere   Hi-Crop   Tractors.   Any   age!   Any   condition!    Call 
1-800-738-2263. 

I 

FOR  SALE:  7100  Single  Row  Cameco  Harvester;  1066  Int'l  Low-clear  Tractor;  4  Davis  Wagons. 
Call  (504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  J&L  Cane  Harvester  S-18  Model;  1  —  John  Deere  3-row  (less  off  bar  sets);  1 
—  Castnos  Stubble  Shaver  —  single  row;  1  —  1 755  Hi-Clearance  Cane  Tractor  very  good  engine. 
Trans,  needs  work;  1  —  3  row  Cane  Sprayer  w/300  gal.  tank;  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport, 
LA  or  call  (504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls). 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  warranty  on 
engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318) 
229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
—  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good 
Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (31 8)  856-5609  office  or  (31 8)  856-7948 
home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call 
(318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  1973  Diesel  Thomson  Harvester  with  Caterpillar  Engine.  60  Series  Husky  Transfer 
Loader  on  1978  Ford  Truck  with  4  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  (504)  532-  3948  or  (504)  532-3760. 


FOR  SALE:  1394  International  4  Wheel  Drive  Tractor  -  good  condition  -  $8,000.  Call  3-D  Chemical, 
Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 


FOR  SALE:  1978  International  Loadstar  1850  Diesel  Truck  with  Air  Brakes  -  will  made  excellent 
Farm  Truck  -  $3,800.  Call  3-D  Chemical,  Inc.  at  (318)  394-4801. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Powershift,  1  JD  4240  Powershift,  1  JD  4230,  2  IH  1066,  1 
J&L  Cane  Cutter  S-15,  2  Tantum  Cane  Carts,  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  Wheels,  2  Rayne 
Plane  Land  Levels  42'  long,  1  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow,  2  JD  1 640  Discs,  2  3-row  Choppers,  1  1 294 
Case  Int'l.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTO  4  Hydraulic  Extra  Nice  $22,500 
&  $28,500,  1978  310  Stagger  $12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846  Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000. 
Call  (405)  723-9500,  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape.  Call  Jim 
at  (318)  394-9991. 
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U.S.  Count  Millions  of  Business  Firms 
in  the  1992  Economic  Census 


More  than  3.5  million  American 
businesses  will  receive  1992  Economic 
Census  questionnaires  from  the  U.S. 
Census  Bureau  in  December. 

The  due  date  for  returning  the  com- 
pleted forms  is  February  15.  Firms 
receiving  census  forms  are  required  by 
law  to  respond. 

This  is  the  most  comprehensive 
Economic  Census  ever  undertaken.  For 
the  first  time,  activity  in  finance,  in- 
surance, real  estate,  communications, 
and  utilities  will  be  measured,  in  addi- 
tion to  sectors  traditionally  covered: 
retail  and  wholesale  trade,  service  in- 
dustries, transportation,  manufactures, 
mining,  and  construction  industries. 
Censuses  now  measure  nearly  98  per- 
cent of  all  economic  activity  in  the 
nation. 

Taken  every  five  years,  the  economic 
census  identifies  trends  in  business  ac- 
tivity that  are  vital  to  measuring  and 
encouraging  growth  in  the  American 
economy. 

The  Federal  Government  relies  on 
census  data  to  develop  important 
measures  of  economic  change,  such  as 
monthly  retail  sales  and  the  gross 
domestic  product.  State  and  local  agen- 
cies use  the  Economic  Census  in 
regional  planning,  economic  develop- 
ment, and  in  efforts  to  attract  and  keep 
business  activity  in  their  areas. 

While  Economic  Census  data  are 
used  extensively  by  governments, 
associations,  and  news  media, 
businesses  receiving  census  forms 
should  be  aware  that  they  too  can 
benefit.  Businesses  use  the  data  to 
develop  business  plans,  calculate 
market  share,  and  compare  themselves 
to  industry  averages.  The  Economic 
Census  also  is  important  for  business-to- 


business  marketing:  the  locations  of 
retail  outlets  and  the  design  of  distribu- 
tion systems  frequently  are  influenced 
by  the  results. 

Information  requested  in  the 
economic  census  includes  number  of 
employees,  annual  payroll,  and  the 
value  of  goods  and  services  provided  dur- 
ing calendar  year  1992. 

To  simplify  reporting,  the  Census 
Bureau  has  designed  over  500  versions 
of  the  basic  census  questionnaire,  each 
tailored  to  a  particular  industry  or  size 
of  firm.  Many  very  small  businesses  will 
not  receive  a  census  form. 

The  information  provided  in  the  cen- 
sus is  absolutely  confidential.  By  law, 
only  sworn  Census  Bureau  employees 
may  see  individual  responses,  which  are 
also  exempt  from  the  Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act. 

Statistics  from  the  1992  Economic 
Census  will  be  published  in  more  than 
500  printed  reports  and  in  formats  of 
computers,  including  compact  discs  (CD- 
ROMs).  Both  printed  reports  and  CD- 
ROMs  will  be  available  in  hundreds  of 
libraries  across  the  nation,  or  may  be 
purchased  inexpensively  from  the 
Government  Printing  Office. 


Take  Stock 
In  America 

BUY 

U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


effective  December  5,  because  of  the 
E.C.'s  failure  to  agree  to  reduce  produc- 
tion of  oilseeds.  E.G.  Agricultural  Com- 
missioner Ray  MacSharry  reportedly 
resigned  because  he  was  prohibited  by 
E.G.  Commission  President  Jacques 
Delors  from  reaching  an  agreement 
with  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ed 
Madigan  during  talks  in  Chicago  on 
November  3.  However,  in  a  meeting 
earlier  this  week,  the  E.C.  reinstated 
MacSharry  and  talks  will  resume  here 
in  Washington  on  November  18. 

NAFTA  Update 

The  International  Trade  Commis- 
sion, at  the  request  of  Congress,  has 
scheduled  three  days  of  hearings  on  the 
NAFTA  for  November  17-19.  The 
results  of  the  hearings  are  to  be  reported 
to  the  House  Ways  &  Means  Committee 
and  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  by 
January  29,   1993.   On  behalf  of  the 


entire  sugar  industry,  Joseph 
Famalette,  President  and  CEO  of  the 
American  Crystal  Sugar  Company  bas- 
ed in  Moorehead,  Minnesota,  is  schedul- 
ed to  testify  before  the  ITC.  He  recently 
visited  Mexico  and  will  testify  on  the 
Mexican  sugar  industry's  ability  to  in- 
crease their  production.  He  states  that 
they  are  banking  on  increased  access  to 
the  U.S.  market  resulting  from  the 
NAFTA  to  revitalize  their  industry. 


Crop  Production  Report 

USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  produc- 
tion at  30.7  million  tons,  one  percent 
below  the  October  1  forecast  but  two  per- 
cent above  last  year's  output.  Area  for 
harvest,  at  940,000  acres,  is  one  percent 
below  last  month's  forecast  but  above 
last  year  by  five  percent.  Yield,  at  32.7 
tons  per  acre,  is  up  0.1  ton  from  October 
1  but  down  1.0  ton  from  a  year  earlier. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-91  AND  FORECASTED  NOVEMBER  1,  1992 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  6) 


the  resistance  level  of  the  commercial 
varieties  currently  being  grown  and 
results  of  the  surveys  currently  being 
taken.  As  earlier  indicated,  there  is  no 
need  for  growers  to  panic  or  to  become 
overly  concerned  at  this  time.  However, 
this  disease  is  another  factor  that  has  to 
be  contended  with  and  will  at  the  very 
least  have  some  impact  on  the  breeding 
program. 

CROP  REPORT 

Many  areas  of  the  cane  belt  are 
reporting  lighter  tonnage  than  expected. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  areas 
hardest  hit  by  Hurricane  Andrew.  In  St. 
Mary  and  Iberia  Parishes  there  are 
many  growers  who  are  reporting  yields 
lower  than  20  tons  of  cane  per  acre. 
However,  areas  of  the  cane  belt  which 
were  not  as  seriously  hurt  by  the  storm 
are  reporting  slightly  higher  yields.  It 


is  now  hoped  that  a  gross  yield  of  close 
to  24  tons  of  cane  per  acre  may  still  be 
possible.  Sugar  recoveries  have  been 
higher  than  expected  and  to  date  the  in- 
dustry is  averaging  slightly  less  than 
200  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
With  approximately  345,000  acres  to  be 
harvested  for  sugar,  the  industry  could 
still  produce  800,000  tons  of  sugar. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


LONG  PEST  NANA6EHENT,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  1193 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Phone  (504)  446-3520  -  Fax  (504)  448-3921 

Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 

•  Crop  Scouting  &  Pest  Management 

•  Harvest-time  Borer  Survey 

•  Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

•  Enzyme-Immunoassay  Testing  for  RSD 

•  Soil  Pest  Monitoring  (Wireworms-Nematodes) 

•  Weed  Identification  &  Recommendations 

•  Value/Loss  Estimates  &  Expert  Witness 

•  Contract  Research 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant,  ARPE,  REAP 

Steven  Hoak,  BS,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Office  &  Lab  Technician 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Aid  &  Scout 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

which  have  a  tendency 


blanket  of  cane  trash,  become  acid  and 
require  lime  addition.  Some  success  has 
been  achieved  in  some  mills  with  short 
retention  time  ponds  but  a  much  faster 
mechanical  system  would  be  preferable. 

Such  a  system  would  require  water 
holding  systems  of  much  lower  volume 
but  also  would  require  equipment  such 
as  a  belt  press  for  dewatering  the  settled 
muds. 

With  a  system  of  this  type  there 
would  be  no  change  expected  in  the 
quantity  of  sugar  that  is  lost  in  the  cane 
wash  system.  With  lower  volumes  of 
water  in  the  system  and  a  high  recycle 
rate,  the  concentration  of  BOD  in  the 
system  would  be  higher  than  found  at 
present.  One  of  the  objects  of  our  study 
is  to  determine  how  high  the  BOD  levels 
could  become,  whether  the  system  is 
stable  and  the  level  of  waste  water 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
to  acquire  a  blowdown  that  is  necessary.  Control  of 
pH  and  maintenance  of  an  oxygenated 
condition  become  critical  but  can  be 
achieved  with  the  appropriate  controls. 
The  cane  table  itself  is  a  good  areation 
system  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  sup- 
ply additional  aeration  in  a  holding 
tank.  Under  such  aerated  conditions  the 
requirements  for  biocides  would  be 
much  reduced. 

All  waste  water  from  the  factory 
could  be  put  through  such  a  system, 
leading  to  an  integrated  and  simplified 
water  treatment  system.  We  have  in- 
itiated a  request  for  support  from  the 
USDA  for  study  of  such  an  integrated 
system.  Most  of  the  information  on  the 
individual  components  of  an  integrated 
waste  treatment  system  is  readily 
available.  A  waste  treatment  system  of 
this  type  would  produce  a  single  water 
and  a  single  solid  stream.  Composing  of 
the  combined  solid  waste  is  entirely 
feasible  and  would  take  up  little  more 
room  than  the  existing  piles  of  bagasse 
and  would  produce  a  much  more  useful 
product. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  high 
BOD  blowdown  stream  from  the 
clarifier  could  be  used  as  a  source  of 
useful  materials  by  fermentation.  Pro- 
ducts such  as  lactic  acid  and  its 
polymers  could  be  obtained  but  there 
would  be  very  major  problems  in  obtain- 
ing pure  product  from  such  a  con- 
taminated source. 

Other  major  crop  handling  in- 
dustries are  working  along  similar  lines 
and  I  have  just  been  reading  a  summary 
of  work  in  the  corn  industry  on  the 
''Bioremediation  of  Food  Processing 
Biosolids".  Their  systems  are  much 
cleaner  than  ours  but  we  can  also  work 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  quan- 
tities of  waste  that  are  just  dumped  and 
not  put  to  a  beneficial  use. 
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Mailing  List  Update 

D  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 
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State. 


Zip. 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
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MEMORY  OF 


In  memory  of  Jerry  Gaspard,  Jr.  of  White  Castle 
who  was  killed  on  November  25,  1991.  Jerry's 
first  crop  yielded  4,927  pounds  of  sugar  on  53.5 
acres  which  rankedfirst  in  Iberville  Parish  in  the 
O  to  199  acre  category.  Kenneth  Hernandez 
recalled  that  Jerry  was  a  quiet  young  man  who 
always  asked  questions  to  learn  something  new. 
Paul  Cancienne  said  *The  Louisiana  Sugar 
Industry  lost  a  promising  young  farmer.' 


Cane  Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA 

************* 

NEW  SERVICES  TO  RIVER  PARISHES 

Cane  Tractor  Parts  is  pleased  to  an- 
nounce Midnight  Express  Hot  Shot 
&  Courier  Service.  Same  day 
delivery  from  east  of  Franklin  to 
Baton  Rouge  by  Louis  Lombardo,  Jr. 

318-828-1265 

************* 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


WANTED: 

JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank  Shafts, 
Injector  Pumps  and  More  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  BOX  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  AirHne  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT/GENERAL 

P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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THE  ALL-NEW  5250  MAXXUM' 

BRINGING  A  LITTLE  MORE 
MUSCLE  TO  THE  MID-RANGE. 
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When  Case  IH  introduced  the  first  MAXXUM  tractors 
three  years  ago,  they  brought  you  more  performance. 
More  features.  And  more  value.  ■  Now,  as  we  unveil 
the  next  generation,  we're  bringing  you  something 
even  better.  ■  More  MAXXUMs.  ■  Introducing  the 
all-new  Case  International  5250  MAXXUM.  An 
additional,  top-of-the-line  model  in  a  tractor  series  that 
promises  to  rewrite  the  rule  book.  For  a  second 
time.  ■  Packed  with  more  horspower  than  any 
MAXXUM  yet.  Filled  with  features  that  let  a  mid-size 
tractor  perform  well  beyond  your  expectations.  And 


5250  MAXXUM:   ll2PTOhp 

engineered  with  the  kind  of  innovation  that  only 
happens  when  a  company  pays  attention  to  its 
customers.  ■  This  tractor  is  as  much  reflection  on  you 
as  it  is  on  us  Your  comments  and  suggestions  were  the 
fuel  behind  the  design  of  all  four  new  MAXXUM 
tractors.  And  from  top  to  bottom,  the  new  5250 
answers  your  demands.  ■  With  a  tough,  high- 
efficiency  powerplant.  All-glass  doors  for  better 
visibility.  A  swivel  air  seat  for  all-day  comfort.  And 
much  more.  ■  See  the  powerful  new  5250  MAXXUM 
today.  And  put  a  little  more  muscle  in  your  mid-range. 


©1992  J I  Case 


JANUARY  1,  1993 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 
NORTH  AMERICAN  FREE  TRADE  AGREEMENT 


On  December  17,  1992,  President 
George  Bush  and  President  Carlos 
Salinas  de  Gortari  of  Mexico  signed  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  90  legislative  days  to  con- 
sider the  agreement,  then  is  given  the 
choice  of  a  "y^a"  or  "nay"  vote,  with  no 
amendments  allowed.  This  process  is 
referred  to  as  "fast-track." 

Being  the  destiny  and  future  of  the 
United  States  sugar  industry  will  in  a 
large  part  be  determined  by  this  treaty, 
I  will  attempt  to  inform  our  readers  of 
the  highlights  of  the  agreement  and  of 
the  domestic  sugar  industry's 
recommendations. 


NAFTA:  SUGAR  PROVISIONS 
AND  POTENTIAL  EFFECTS 

Key  Provisions 

Years  1-6,  Any  year  that  Mexico  is  pro- 
jected to  be  a  surplus  producer  of  sugar 
(i.e.,  production  expected  to  exceed  con- 
sumption), its  duty-free  access  to  the 
U.S.  sugar  market  will  increase  to 
25,000  metric  tons,  roughly  3V2  times  its 
current  quota  of  7,258  tons.  The  surplus 
producer  status  projection  for  each  fiscal 
year  must  be  made  the  preceding  June. 
The  U.S.  16  cents  second-tier  tariff 
relative  to  Mexico  will  drop  15%  during 
years  1-6. 

Years  7-15,  The  U.S.  13.6  cents  second- 
tier  tariff  relative  to  Mexico  will  be 
reduced  to  zero  during  years  7-15.  Mex- 
ico will  adopt  the  U.S.  second-tier  as  a 
common  external  tariff  to  non-NAFTA 
sugar.  In  addition: 


a.  If  Mexico  fails  to  achieve  surplus 
producer  status  for  two  consecutive 
years,  including  years  1-6:  Mexico's 
potential  access  to  the  U.S.  market 
will  increase  to  150,000  tons  in  year 
7,  and  grow  10%  per  year,  to  322,000 
tons  in  year  15.  Mexico  may  export 
up  to  the  prescribed  amount  any 
year  it  is  projected  to  achieve 
surplus  producer  status. 

b.  If  Mexico  does  achieve  surplus  pro- 
ducer status  two  consecutive  years, 
including  years  1-6:  After  year  6, 
Mexico  may  export  its  entire  export- 
able surplus  to  the  U.S. 

After  Year  15,  There  will  be  no  limit  on 
Mexican  sugar  exports  to  the  U.S. 
Presumably,  rules  of  origin  would 
discourage  transshipment  and  a  remain- 
ing common  external  tariff  would 
discourage  substitution,  but  verification 
and  enforcement  measurers  are 
uncertain. 

Refined  Sugar  and  Sugar- Containing 
Products,  U.S.  Section-22  limits  on  im- 
ports of  these  products  would  be  tariffed, 
and  the  tariffs  reduced  to  zero  over  10 
years. 

Potential  Effects 

The  Administration  says  Mexico  is 
a  high-cost  sugar  producer  and  will  not 
achieve  surplus  producer  status  in  the 
foreseeable  future.  This  would  be  true 
in  the  absence  of  a  NAFTA.  The 
NAFTA,  however,  gives  Mexico  enor- 
mous incentive  both  to  increase  sugar 
production  and  to  decrease  sugar  con- 
sumption, since  it  can  export  its 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE        (Continued  from  page  4) 


entire  surplus  production  to  the  U.S. 
market  for  the  U.S.  preferential  price 
after  year  6. 

Mexico  will  be  able  to  achieve  a 
large  exportable  surplus  without  even 
improving  its  production.  Lifting  Mex- 
ican wholesale  and  retail  prices  to  U.S. 
levels,  as  the  NAFTA  calls  for,  will 
sharply  reduce  Mexican  sugar  consump- 
tion, in  two  ways:  1)  The  beverage  in- 
dustry, which  currently  consumes  1.5 
million  tons  of  sugar  per  year,  will 
switch  to  lower-priced  corn  sweeteners, 
which  it  could  import  from  the  U.S.  or, 
eventually,  produce  itself.  2)  Consumer 
demand  for  sugar  will  be  dampened  as 
Government-controlled  retail  prices, 
currently  a  little  more  than  one-half  of 
U.S.  levels,  are  raised. 

Thus,  it  is  probable  that  Mexico  will 
be  able  to  ship  to  the  U.S.,  as  early  as 
year  7  of  the  NAFTA,  a  surplus  ex- 
ceeding 1  million  tons.  By  comparison, 
the  entire  U.S.  sugar  import  quota,  from 
39  countries,  will  be  1.23  million  tons  in 
1992/93. 

U,S,  sugar's  transition  period  in  the 
NAFTA  is  only  6  years,  not  15,  as  the 
Administration  contends,  and  this  will 
force  a  rewrite  of  the  U,S,  sugar  pro- 
gram. The  flood  of  Mexican  sugar  after 
year  6  would  depress  U.S,  prices  and 
prevent  no-cost  operation  of  the  pro- 
gram, replace  U.S.  production  and  the 
imports  from  39  traditional  suppliers, 
and  further  depress  world  sugar  prices 
for  those  sugar-exporting  countries. 

NAFTA:  U.S.  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  Sugar  Recommendations.  The  fol- 
lowing changes  must  be  made: 

a.  Net  Exporter  Determination. 
Mexico  will  be  given  increased  ac- 
cess to  the  U.S.  market  any  year 
it  is  projected  to  achieve  sugar 
"surplus  producer"  status.  This 


''surplus  producer"  determination 
must  be  changed  in  two  ways: 

(1)  It  must  be  calculated  not  just 
in  the  basis  of  sugar,  but  ex- 
panded to  include  corn 
sweeteners.  Otherwise,  Mexico 
will  have  tremendous  incen- 
tive to  achieve  sugar  surplus 
status  simply  by  replacing  the 
1.5  million  tons  of  sugar  con- 
sumed by  its  beverage  in- 
dustry with  corn  sweeteners, 
and  shipping  its  surplus  sugar 
to  the  iJnited  States. 

If  this  change  is  not  made,  the 
pain  of  adjustment  for  the 
Mexican  sugar  industry  would 
be  shifted  to  the  U.S.  sugar  in- 
dustry. Our  industry  has 
already  borne  the  pain  of  the 
transition  from  sugar  to  corn 
sweeteners  in  beverages,  at  an 
enormous  cost  —  53  closings  of 
cane  sugar  mills  beet  sugar 
factories,  and  cane  refiners, 
plus  the  loss  of  thousands  of 
U.S.  jobs. 

(2)  It  must  be  calculated  on  the 
basis  of  verifiable  history  and 
not  just  on  uncertain  projec- 
tions, as  currently  provided.  In 
addition,  sound  verification 
methods  must  be  established 
and  enforced. 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


NEW  MEMBERS  NAMED  TO  HOUSE 
AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

On  December  11,  Chairman  Kika  de 
la  Garza  of  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee announced  the  Democratic 
Members  assigned  to  the  Committee  for 
the  103rd  Congress  approved  by  the 
House  Democratic  Caucus.  Returning 
members  are,  in  order  of  seniority:  Kika 
de  la  Garza  (TX),  Chairman;  George 
Brown  (CA);  Charlie  Rose  (NC);  Glenn 
English  (OK);  Dan  Glickman  (KS); 
Charles  Stenholm  (TX);  Harold  Volkmer 
(MO);  Tim  Penny  (MN);  Tim  Johnson 
(SD);  Mike  Espy  (MS);  Bill  Sarpalius 
(TX);  Jill  Long  (IN);  Gary  Condit  (CA); 
Collin  Peterson  (MN);  Cal  Dooley  (CA). 

New  Members  include:  David  Minge 
(MN);  Earl  Hilliard  (AL);  Jay  Inslee 
(WA);  Tom  Barlow  (KY);  Earl  Pomeroy 
(ND);  Tim  Holden  (PA);  Cynthia  McKin- 
ney  (GA);  Scott  Baesler  (KY);  Karen 
Thurman  (FL);  Eva  Clayton  (NC);  San- 
ford  Bishop  (GA). 

In  addition,  the  Democrats  approved 
a  reorganization  plan  for  the 
Agriculture  subcommittees.  A  new 
House  rule  requires  that  all  major 
standing  committees  have  no  more  than 
six  subcommittees.  The  House  Agri- 
culture Committee  currently  has  eight 
subcommittees.  Sugar  was  placed  on  the 
"Specialty  Crops  and  Natural 
Resources"  Subcommittee  which  also  in- 
cludes tobacco,  peanuts,  honey,  forestry, 
domestic  marketing  and  marketing 
orders.  It  will  be  chaired  by  Represent- 
ative Charlie  Rose  (NC)  who  became  the 
Chairman  of  the  Peanuts  and  Tobacco 
Subcommittee  with  the  defeat  of  Chair- 
man Charles  Hatcher  (GA)  and  the 
death  of  Vice  Chairman  Walter  Jones 
(NO. 

Similarly,  the  Ranking  Republican 
Member  of  the  Committee,  Pat  Roberts 
(KS)  announced  the  new  and  returning 
Members  on  the  Republican  side.  The 


returning  Members  are:  Pat  Roberts 
(KS),  Ranking  Minority  Member;  Bill 
Emerson  (MO);  Steve  Gunderson  (WI); 
Tom  Lewis  (FL);  Bob  Smith  (OR);  Larry 
Combest  (TX);  Dave  Camp  (MI);  Wayne 
Allard  (CO);  Bill  Barrett  (NE);  Jim 
Nussle  (lA);  John  Boehner  (OH);  Tom 
Ewing  (IL). 

New  Republican  Members  to  the 
Committee  are:  John  Doolittle  (CA); 
Jack  Kingston  (GA);  Robert  Goodlatte 
(VA);  Jay  Dickey  (AR);  Richard  Pombo 
(CA);  Charles  Danady  (FL). 

GAIT  UPDATE 

The  month  of  December  commenced 
with  demonstrations  in  the  streets  as  fif- 
ty to  seventy  thousand  people  marched 
in  protest  of  the  U.S.  —  E.C.  agricultural 
agreement  reached  on  November  20. 
The  protests  were  followed  by  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  contracting  parties 
of  the  GATT  as  negotiations  resumed 
with  intensity.  Since  the  major  problems 
in  agriculture  had  been  resolved,  a  goal 
of  Christmas  was  set  for  completion  of 
the  Round.  However,  as  negotiations 
have  unfolded,  the  U.S.  negotiators  have 
expressed  their  desire  to  reopen  the 
Dunkel  text  in  several  key  areas, 
possibly  putting  the  Round  in  jeopardy 
again.  The  revised  outlook  for  the 
negotiations  shows  a  new  goal  of  the  end 
of  February  for  completion  of  the  Round. 
Because  the  Administration  must  notify 
Congress  of  its  intent  to  sign  the  agree- 
ment 90  days  prior  to  doing  so,  it  ap- 
pears that  their  objective  is  to  meet  a 
deadline  of  March  2,  1993,  the  last  day 
they  may  notify  Congress  before  fast 
track  expires  on  May  31,  1993. 

It  is  not  yet  clear  how  reports  that 
the  Clinton  Transition  Team  is  seeking 
to  slow  down  the  GATT  talks  until  after 
the  Inauguration  are  affecting  the 
negotiations.  Clinton  may  suggest  that 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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An  aD-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  six  new  tractors, 
built  to  maximize  your  productivity 
and  comfort. 

Choose  from  three  all-new 
transmissions:  the  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  (standard  on  7000 
Series,  optional  on  6000),  the 
deluxe  19-speed  Power  Shift 
(optional  on  7000  Series),  or 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  (standard  on 
6000  Series). 

All-new  ComfortGard™  cab  has 
40  percent  more  room,  an  all-new 
air  quality  system,  and  29  percent 
more  glass  for  superb  visibility. 

Plus,  all-new  engines,  all-new 
John  Deere  hydraulics,  and  much 
more.  See  your  John  Deere  dealer 
for  more  details  on  this  all-new 
breed  of  power 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (318)233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT  —  THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 
EXTENSION  GROWER  MEETINGS  —  ASSCT 


As  of  this  writing  on  December  15, 
the  crop  is  winding  down  with  over  75% 
of  the  grinding  completed.  Already  two 
factories  have  completed  grinding  opera- 
tions. According  to  mill  reports,  the  in- 
dustry has  averaged  over  196  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  despite  all  the  rain 
and  the  mud  experienced  this  fall.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  industry  will  produce 
an  average  of  24  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
which  will  make  the  total  production  of 
sugar  near  800,000  tons  of  raw  sugar. 
Continued  rains  will  lower  the  estimate 
of  sugar  per  ton  but  will  probably  raise 
the  estimate  of  tonnage.  The  problem  is 
that  800,000  tons  of  sugar  looks  like  a 
very  good  crop  for  this  state  unless  one 
realizes  that  the  acreage  harvested  is 
the  largest  on  record.  Sugar  per  acre 
yields  will  therefore  be  below  average 
which  means  that  individual  growers 
will  not  do  well.  In  addition  to  the  loss 
of  yield  as  a  direct  result  of  the  storm 
are  the  extra  costs  to  harvest  and  pro- 
cess the  crop  as  a  result  of  the  storm 
damage  and  the  excessive  rains  which 
have  fallen  during  November  and 
December.  This  has  been  the  most  ex- 
pensive crop  to  harvest  in  many  years 
and  has  resulted  in  considerable  wear 
and  tear  on  the  machinery  and  the 


Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1193 

•mbodaux,  LA    70302 

Phone  (504)  446-3520    -  Fax  (504)  448-3921 

Serving  Farmers  SirKe  1966 


*  Crop  Scouting  &  Pest  Management 

*  Harvest-time  Borer  Joint  Survey 

*  Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

*  Enzyme-lmmunoassay  Testing  for  RSD 

*  Soil  Pest  Monitoring 

*  Weeds  &  Diseases 

'  Value/Loss  Estimates  &  Expert  Witness 

Hairy  Long,  PhD  ,  Consultant 
Strvcn  Hoak.  BS,  AssL  Consultant 
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operators.  Factories  are  reporting  the 
same  results.  After  three  consecutive 
years  of  weather  related  catastrophes,  a 
good  year  will  be  needed  in  1993  to  put 
the  industry  back  in  better  financial 
condition. 


THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 

All  scientists  involved  in  sugarcane 
research  should  take  time  to  show  ap- 
preciation to  the  many  industry 
members  who  give  of  their  time,  cane, 
labor  and  equipment  to  assist  in  the 
various  experiments  conducted  through- 
out the  industry.  Especially  in  a  year 
such  as  this,  the  generosity  of  these 
growers  and  processors  means  a  great 
deal  to  not  only  the  scientists  but  to  the 
industry  as  a  whole.  Without  the 
research  program  that  is  conducted  by 
the  many  scientists  at  the  state's 
Universities,  the  USD  A  and  the  League, 
this  industry  would  not  be  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  it  currently  finds  itself. 
Much  more  research  will  be  needed  in 
the  future  to  allow  this  industry  to  com- 
pete in  the  global  economy  in  which  it 
exists  and  assistance  from  the  many 
cooperators  will  continue  to  be  crucial. 
To  all  of  our  cooperators  we  extend  a 
great  big  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
dustry and  look  forward  to  many  more 
years  of  cooperative  efforts. 

EXTENSION  GROWER  MEETINGS 

The  spring  grower  meetings  held 
each  year  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  have  now  been 
scheduled.  It  is  important  that  as  an  ef- 
ficient grower  you  take  the  time  to 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Rumors  about  how  to  deal  with  the 
budget  deficit  have  been  flying  around 
the  Capital.  While  these  rumors  are  still 
running  rampant,  and  there  appears  to 
be  no  consensus  on  a  solution,  we 
thought  it  would  be  helpful  to  pass  on 
some  of  this  information. 

Most  of  the  talk  deals  with  two  dif- 
ferent approaches  for  resolving  the 
budget  crisis.  First,  there  is  a  lot  of  talk 
mostly  by  the  Administration,  about  the 
desperate  cuts  that  will  have  to  be  made 
to  education  and  hospitals.  "All  of  the 
dialysis  machines  will  have  to  be  shut 
down",  while  obviously  a  euphemism,  is 
an  example  set  forth  to  illustrate  the 
desperate  times.  Certainly  a  budget 
crisis  exists,  with  a  projection  of  a  $700 
million  gap  between  estimated  revenue 
and  contemplated  spending  for  the 
1993-94  budget  year,  but  we  don't 
believe  that  anyone  is  going  to  cut  that 
much  out  of  the  budget.  What  we  do 
believe  is  that  this  is  a  worst  case 
scenario  being  put  forth  so  that  the  real 
solution  is  easier  to  swallow. 

Another  approach  being  mentioned 
is  the  elimination  of  sales  tax  exemp- 
tions currently  in  place,  a  process  called 
"cleaning  the  penny(ies)"  in  legislation 
lingo.  This  may  or  may  not  be  combined 
with  the  addition  of  a  new  one  cent  sales 
tax,  either  "clean"  or  carrying  the  cur- 
rent exemptions.  This,  we  believe,  either 
"clean"  or  carrying  the  current  exemp- 
tions. This,  we  believe,  is  also  mere 
smoke.  Governor  Edwards  and  key 
legislators  involved  in  this  process  know 
that  if  they  try  to  remove  exemptions 
from  one  or  more  of  the  pennies,  utter 
chaos  will  reign.  Every  agency,  in- 
dustry, and  individual(s)  with  an  exemp- 
tion will  be  in  Baton  Rouge  to  inform 


the  legislators  in  no  uncertain  terms 
that  removing  exemptions  is  definitely 
not  a  good  idea.  The  Governor  and 
legislators  know  this,  and  we  believe 
this  is  just  one  more  scenario  to  cloud 
the  issue. 

To  further  cloud  the  issue,  and  make 
some  people  rather  angry,  a  special 
House  budget-cutting  committee 
learned  a  couple  of  days  ago  that  state 
agencies  ordered  to  make  cuts  in  the 
middle  of  the  fiscal  year  often  reinstate 
many  of  those  items  when  the  budget  for 
the  new  year  is  presented.  This  is  a 
result  of  the  way  the  budget  process  is 
structured.  When  an  agency  puts 
together  a  new  budget,  its  starting  point 
is  the  budget  approved  by  the  Legisla- 
ture during  the  last  regular  session  — 
before  the  midyear  cuts  were  made. 
Several  legislators  have  stated  they  will 
introduce  legislation  that  will  require 
new  budgets  to  be  based  on  actual 
spending,  which  would  reflect  any  cuts 
made  during  the  year. 

So  what  is  likely  to  happen  to 
resolve  the  budget  problems?  We  think 
the  Legislature  will  pass  a  new  "tem- 
porary" one  cent  sales  tax  which  will 
likely  carry  the  current  exemptions.  Ad- 
ditionally, there  is  enough  pressure  be- 
ing put  on  the  Governor  and  Legislature 
by  the  public  to  cut  expenses  that  the 
Legislature  probably  will  end  up  cutting 
the  budget  to  a  certain  extent,  but  not 
drastically  so.  These  acts  will  not  solve 
the  budget  crisis,  and  1994  will  once 
again  bring  a  budget  crisis  to  the 
forefront.  This  scenario  is  likely  to  be 
played  over  and  over  until  someone 
takes  a  stand  to  change  it  or  until  the 
state  goes  bankrupt. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

INVITES 

ALL  SUGAR  CANE  FARMERS 

TO  COME  SEE  THE  MOST  MODERN  SUGAR  CANE 

EQUIPMENT  MANUFACTURING  FACILITY  IN  THE  WORLD 

NORTH  10TH  &  COULON  ROAD,  THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

FEBRUARY  16,  1993 
4:00  P.M. 

SUPPER  &  REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED. 
BELOW  IS  A  FORM  TO  BE  COMPLETED  AND  RETURNED  TO  CAMECO. 


CHACKBAY 


SCHRIEVER 


NAME  (FARM): 

ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE: 


NO.  OF  PERSONS  ATTENDING: 


FOR  RESERVATIONS: 

MAIL  TO:  CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  968 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 
ATTENTION:  EDDIE  CHIASSON 


OR  TELEPHONE: 
THE  RECEPTIONIST  AT 
(504)447-7285 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

WHO  PAYS  FOR  CLEAN  AIR 


Everyone  says  they  want  clean  air. 
The  news  media  is  aware  of  the  public 
interest,  which  it  helped  create,  and 
covers  environmental  matters  frequent- 
ly if  not  objectively. 

Environmentalists  carp  incessantly 
about  what  they  perceive  as  the  terrible 
state  of  ambient  air  quality,  and  get  the 
lion's  share  of  news  media  coverage.  The 
fact  that  ambient  air  quality  in  Lou- 
isiana has  improved  immensely  in  the 
last  20  years  receives  no  news  coverage, 
because  good  news  is  not  good  for  "the 
news." 

Environmentalists  also  claim  that 
reducing  air  pollution  costs  the  public 
nothing,  because  abatement  and  reg- 
ulatory costs  are  paid  by  private  in- 
dustry and  the  public  benefits  returned 
far  exceed  these  costs.  Congressmen  and 
Legislators  fear  environmental  special 
interest  groups,  and  vote  for  the  en- 
vironmental laws,  taxes,  and  punitive 
fees  these  groups  advocate.  Some  of  the 
environmental  laws  were  badly  needed 
and  have  proven  beneficial,  while  others 
have  driven  industry  to  foreign  shores 
and  placed  others  in  financial  jeopardy. 

Sugar  mills  in  Louisiana  have  been 
forced  to  pay  enormous  costs  for  pollu- 
tion control  in  recent  years.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  the  expenditures  have 
caused  the  industry  to  prosper.  While 
severe  economic  problems  threaten  sur- 
vival of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  in- 
dustry, recent  Federal  legislation  im- 
poses a  big  increase  in  costs  for  air  pollu- 
tion control. 

The  Federal  Clean  Air  Act  Amend- 


ments of  1990  require  that  a  large  fee 
be  imposed  for  every  ton  of  pollutants 
emitted  by  industry.  The  objective  is  to 
create  a  disincentive  to  emit  pollutants 
and  to  raise  money  to  finance  govern- 
ment costs  for  a  very  expensive  new 
regulatory  initiative.  These  new  fees  are 
in  addition  to  existing  charges  for  an- 
nual permit  renewal. 

The  Louisiana  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  recently  pro- 
mulgated rules  setting  a  fee  of  $7.00  for 
every  ton  of  particulate  matter  (PM), 
nitrogen  oxides  (NOx),  sulfur  oxide 
(SOx),  and  volatile  organic  compounds 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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The 

American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

welcomes 


FEDERAL 
LAND 
BANK 

ASSOC. 


as 
a  new 

Commercial 
Member 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

n  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State. 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 
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1993  LEAGUE  BUS  TRIP 


A  League  sponsored  bus  trip  is  tentatively  being  scheduled  for  the  first  week 
of  March,  1993  to  the  Memphis,  Tennessee  area.  The  highlight  of  this  trip  will  be 
the  Southern  Agribusiness  Forum  to  be  held  on  Thursday  March  4  and  the  Mid-South 
Farm  and  Gin  Supply  Exhibit  to  be  held  on  Friday  March  5.  In  addition  to  these  two 
very  interesting  events  will  be  tours  of  sites  in  the  Memphis  area  such  as  the 
Agricenter  International  and  Graceland.  The  tentative  schedule  will  be  to  leave  on 
Monday,  March  1  and  return  on  Saturday,  March  6.  Prices  are  now  being  obtained. 

The  Southern  Agribusiness  Forum  Is  held  annually  and  alternates  each  year  be- 
tween New  Orleans,  Memphis  and  Jackson.  The  purpose  of  the  Forum  is  to  provide 
a  medium  for  public  discussion  of  important  agribusiness  problems  affecting  the 
South.  The  general  theme  of  the  1993  meeting  will  center  on  economical  and  en- 
vironmental concerns  affecting  agriculture  —  something  of  real  interest  to  all 
producers. 

The  Mid-South  Farm  and  Gin  Supply  Exhibit  is  the  largest  indoor  farm  show  in 
the  south,  with  over  300  booths.  The  show  will  exhibit  farm  equipment,  supplies,  and 
services.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Cook  Convention  Center  in  downtown  Memphis. 

Agricenter  International  is  considered  America's  showcase  for  agricultural 
technology  and  consists  of  numerous  facilities  where  the  entire  agricultural  community 
from  researchers  to  manufacturers  to  producers  can  meet  each  other,  share  ideas, 
demonstrate  new  products  and  exhibit  the  latest  technologies. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  sites  that  can  be  seen  in  Memphis  and  these 
are  now  being  considered  for  the  trip.  As  you  can  see,  the  trip  is  not  yet  finalized. 
However,  we  must  know  now  whether  you  are  interested  in  this  informative  trip.  If 
you  wish  to  have  your  name  included  on  a  first  come-first  served  list,  then  complete 
the  following  form  and  return  It  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as  possible.  The  price 
of  the  trip  has  not  yet  been  determined  but  we  believe  it  will  be  similar  to  League 
bus  trips  taken  in  past  years. 


YES  I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  1993  LEAGUE  BUS  TRIP 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP: 
PHONE  #: 


PLEASE  RETURN  IMMEDIATELY  TO: 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
P.O.  BOX  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


THE  DEVIL  IS  IN  THE  DETAILS 


Sometimes  people  with  no 
knowledge  of  the  sugar  industry  ask  me 
to  describe  how  sugar  is  made  from 
cane.  The  answer  can  be  very  simple  — 
extraction,  purification  and  crystalliza- 
tion. Refining  of  raw  sugar  is  even 
simpler  —  dissolve  it  in  water,  clean  the 
liquor  and  crystallize  again.  However, 
nothing  is  quite  so  simple  and  there  is 
a  multitude  of  processing  details  that 
must  be  attended  to  in  order  to  make 
sugar  production  profitable  for  all  con- 
cerned. The  major  items  are  usually 
under  control  but  the  losses  and  lack  of 
process  control  due  to  seemingly  small 
items  can  become  very  significant.  My 
point  this  month  is  that  I  wonder  how 
much  the  importance  of  attention  to 
detail  is  appreciated  by  mill  operating 
personnel. 

Last  year  I  was  in  a  sugar  mill  (not 
in  Louisiana)  where  the  process 
manager  would  give  text-book  answers 
to  questions  about  the  operating  condi- 
tions in  the  factory.  The  actual  situation 
in  the  mill  was  far  from  what  he  des- 
cribed but  this  did  not  seem  to  be  impor- 
tant. Needless  to  say,  the  factory  losses 
were  unacceptably  high. 

Related  to  this  discussion  is  the  ap- 
parent credulity  concerning  novel  pro- 
cesses and  engineering  systems  which 
are  presented  with  some  sort  of  scientific 
rationale.  We  may  lack  a  comprehensive 
and  consistent  picture  of  the  process 
that  would  allow  us  to  separate 
reasonable  ideas  from  those  which  con- 
tradict basic  and  proven  process  prin- 
ciples. Much  has  been  published  about 
sugar  processing,  some  of  it  based  on 
limited  (and  questionable?)  data  and  it 


is  important  to  be  able  to  evaluate  this 
material  from  an  objective  standpoint. 
Only  knowledge  of  an  attention  to  detail 
can  save  us  from  useless  and  time- 
wasting,  but  perhaps  interesting, 
detours. 

As  I  travel  around  the  mills  there 
are  many  areas  which  may  suffer  from 
lack  of  attention  and  I  will  outline  a  few 
of  them  here.  This  description  will  be 
more  of  laboratory  and  process  opera- 
tions, rather  than  engineering,  but  the 
same  approach  applies. 

The  core  laboratory  is  critical  in 
cane  payment  and  can  play  a  valuable 
role  in  assessing  factory  performance. 
Problems  arise  in  allowing  the  samples 
to  stand  for  extended  periods  before 
pressing  and  in  failing  to  maintain 
cleanliness  in  the  equipment.  Recently 
we  were  performing  some  tests  using 
the  core  laboratory  equipment  in  a  fac- 
tory after  the  regular  staff  had  finished. 
We  could  not  obtain  good  polariscope 
readings  since  the  flow  through  cell  was 
badly  fouled.  This  could  not  have 
developed  suddenly  and  the  factory  data 
must  have  been  obtained  under  these 
conditions  for  several  days.  There  is  a 
tendency  (perhaps  unwitting?)  to  allow 
methods  to  drift  in  the  direction  of 
results  that  would  lead  to  increasing 
liquidation  factors.  A  more  serious  prob- 
lem is  whether  the  sample  division  in 
the  pre-breaker  is  even,  especially  after 
a  poor  quality  sample  has  been  previous- 
ly taken. 

In  the  milling  train,  simple  prob- 
lems such  as  uneven  distribution  of 
maceration   onto  the   cane   and  juice 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Farm  Financing  From 
Follcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 


NEW  MODEL  8240  FORD  POWERSTAR  TRACTOR 


•  96  P.T.O.  HORSEPOWER 

•  6  CYLINDER  456  CID.DIESEL  ENGINE 

•  12x12  SYNCHRONIZED  OR  16x16 
PULSE  COMMAND  TRANSMISSION 

•  POWER  STEERING 

•  540/1000  RPMPTO 

•  4  WHEEL  DRIVE 

•  CROP  CLEARANCE-OVER  22  INCHES 

•  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 

•  TWO  SPOOL  HYDRAULIC  REMOTES 
WITH  4  OUTLETS 

•  FACTORY  INSTALLED  CAB  WITH 
AIR-CONDITIONING 

Ask  about  our  low  interest  finance 
rate  of  6.90%  60  months  with  small- 
down  payment  on  annual  payments. 


Electronic  draft 

control  at  your 

fingertips 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 

PHONE  504/876-2280 


Out  of  town  call  toll  free 

1  800-969-0068 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:    International   or  John    Deere   Hi-Crop   Tractors.   Any   age!   Any   condition!    Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  J&L  Cane  Harvester  S-18  Model;  1  —  John  Deere  3-row  (less  off  bar  sets);  1 
—  Castnos  Stubble  Shaver  —  single  row;  1  —  1755  Hi-Clearance  Cane  Tractor  very  good  engine. 
Trans,  needs  work;  1  —  3  row  Cane  Sprayer  w/300  gal.  tank;  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport, 
LA  or  call  (504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls). 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  warranty  on 
engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318) 
229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  3  Cane  Carts  —  Double  Axle,  12.5  - 13.5  Tons  Capacity;  Dump  Wagons,  New  Grader 
Tires.  Call  Steve  at  (504)  627-5079  or  (504)  627-5997. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
—  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good 
Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (31 8)  856-5609  office  or  (31 8)  856-7948 
home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call 
(318)  276-6230. 


PLEASE  SEE  PAGE  11  FOR  GLOBAL  STEEL  BUILDINGS  AD 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTO  4  Hydraulic  Extra  Nice  $22,500 
&  $28,500, 1978  310  Stagger  $12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846  Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000. 
Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape.  Call  Jim 
at  (318)394-9991. 


FOR  SALE:  1986  Case  Model  2394  —  165  HP;  1986  Case  1394  —  65  HP  —  4WD;  1974  Thomp- 
son Harvester  with  Pick-up  Attachment.  Call  (504)  545-3715  or  (504)  380-1897. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has  2  year  war- 
ranty on  engine.  Asking  $65,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for  Transloader 
in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Powershift;  1  JD  4240  Powershift;  1  JD  4230;  2  Int'l  1066; 
1  Int'l  806;  1  Case  1294;  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  Wheels;  2  Land  Levels  40'  long;  1  3-row 
Trip  Bottom  Plow;  2  JD  1 640  Discs;  2  3-row  Choppers.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (31 8) 
845-4774. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE         (Continued  from  page  5) 


b.  Access  Limitation.  Mexico's  ac- 
cess to  the  U.S.  market  would  be 
expanded  to  150,000  tons  in  year 
7,  and  increased  10%  per  year  dur- 
ing years  8-15  of  the  agreement. 
By  year  15,  this  would  amount  to 
imports  of  322,000  tons,  44  times 
Mexico's  current  access. 

But  if  Mexico  achieves  surplus 
producer  status  any  two  con- 
secutive years,  including  years 
1-6,  it  is  permitted  to  send  its  en- 
tire exportable  surplus  to  the 
United  States.  This  provision 
must  he  struck  —  Mexico  should 
not  have  virtually  unlimited  access 
to  the  U.S.  market,  particularly 
after  a  mere  6  years. 

When  U.S.  domestic  marketing 
allocations  are  in  place,  imports 
from  Mexico,  or  any  other  country, 
above  the  1. 2 5-million- short-ton 
minimum,  must  he  suhject  to  the 
common  external  tariff.  To  prevent 
substitution  during  or  after  the 
transition  period,  Mexico  must 
apply  the  common  external  tariff  to 
all  non-NAFTA  sugar  imports 
after  it  achieves  net  exporter  status. 

2.  Sugar-Containing  Product  Recom- 
mendation, U.S.  Section-22  protec- 
tions for  refined  sugar  and  sugar- 
containing  products  will  be  phased 
out  over  10  years.  This  transition 
period  should  he  15  years,  not  10 
years,  consistent  with  the  transition 
period  for  raw  sugar. 

The  League,  along  with  the  other 
segments  of  the  sugar  industry,  is  work- 
ing for  changes  that  would  make  the 
NAFTA  acceptable.  Forty  United  States 
Senators  and  eighty -five  members  of  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 


have  sent  correspondence  to  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Carla  Hills  expressing 
their  concerns  of  the  sugar  provisions  of 
the  NAFTA  and  suggesting  changes  to 
make  the  agreement  more  palatable. 
Without  the  necessary  modifications,  it 
leaves  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  with  no 
alternative  other  than  opposing  and 
working  for  the  defeat  of  the  NAFTA. 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

^^— — — ■          ~^~^ 

^^B 

^^^l^^^'''^s:;-'r:::^^^ 

^t^     -%^ 

Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 

Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

it  is  not  wise  to  enter  into  a  poor  agree- 
ment just  to  meet  the  deadline  for  fast 
track.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
stated  December  8  that  ''such  a  state- 
ment would  likely  have  the  effect  of 
halting  the  negotiations,  as  other  coun- 
tries conclude  that  any  deal  could  be 
renegotiated  later." 


NAFTA  UPDATE 


on 


The  President  announced 
December  4  that  he  intends  to  sign  the 
NAFTA  agreement  on  December  17,  the 
earliest  available  date  after  the  ninety- 
day  congressional  consultation  period 
since  the  agreement  was  initialled.  Con- 
gress will  then  have  ninety  legislative 
days  in  which  to  draft  implementing 
language  and  pass  the  agreement.  The 
League  issued  a  press  release  in 
response  to  the  President's  announce- 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

ment  restating  its  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed NAFTA.  Similar  statements  were 
released  in  other  sugar  states. 

Washington  sugar  representatives 
and  other  industry  leaders  have  been 
working  closely  with  Congressional  staff 
from  sugar  states  in  a  series  of  strategy 
sessions  focused  on  changes  required  by 
the  industry  to  the  sugar  section  of  the 
proposed  NAFTA.  These  sessions  have 
resulted  in  several  Congressional  staff 
meetings  with  both  Mexican  and  U.S. 
negotiators  where  the  industry's  con- 
cerns were  addressed. 

Additionally,  in  a  December  11  let- 
ter to  the  Mexican  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Under  Secretary  Luis 
Tellez,  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  re- 
minded the  negotiator  of  the  implica- 
tions of  the  proposed  agreement  on 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  18) 


sugar.  The  industry  asserts  that  "the 
sugar  provisions,  as  currently  designed, 
will  likely  lead  to  reductions  in  the  U.S. 
price,  sugar  loan  forfeitures,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  no-cost  program,  and  the  loss 
of  protection  from  world  dump  market 
sugar  that  the  program  now  provides. 
Clearly,  this  will  harm  Mexican  pro- 
ducers as  well  as  U.S.  producers." 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USD  A  announced  December  10  that 


production  of  sugarcane  for  sugar  and 
seed  is  forecast  at  30.8  million  tons.  This 
level  is  two  percent  more  than  last  year 
and  virtually  unchanged  from  the 
November  1  forecast.  The  increase  from 
a  year  earlier  is  due  to  a  larger  Lou- 
isiana crop. 

This  year's  production  of  sugarcane 
for  sugar,  at  29.4  million  tons,  is  one  per- 
cent larger  than  a  year  ago.  This  is 
primarily  due  to  a  nine  percent  increase 
in  harvested  area  in  Louisiana. 


SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  USE,  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-1992 


STATE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PR0DUCTI0N1 

AND 
USE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1,000 > 

\CRES 

TO 

MS 

1,000  TONS 

For  Sugar 

FL 

428.0 

434.0 

34.9 

33.5 

14,874 

14,937 

14,539 

HI 

67.4 

64.0 

86.9 

91.0 

6,538 

5,857 

5,824 

LA 

321.0 

350.0 

22.1 

22.0 

4,150 

7,090 

7,700 

TX 

33.2 

37.4 

32.4 

34.5 

913 

1,076 

1,290 

US 

849.6 

885.4 

34.1 

33.2 

26,475 

28,960 

29,353 

For  Seed 

FL 

15.0 

16.0 

34.9 

33.5 

533 

524 

536 

HI- 

6.5 

6.5 

31.2 

26.0 

185 

206 

169 

LA 

24.0 

30.0 

22.1 

22.0 

906 

530 

660 

TX 

1.7 

1.6 

20.0 

23.0 

37 

34 

37 

US 

47.3 

54.1 

27.4 

25.9 

1,661 

1,294 

1,402 

For  Sugar 
and  Seed 

FL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

HI 

74.0 

70.5 

81.9 

85.0 

6,723 

6,063 

5,993 

LA 

345.0 

380.0 

22.1 

22.0 

5,056 

7,620 

8,360 

TX 

34.9 

39.0 

31.8 

34.0 

950 

1,110 

1,327 

US 

896.9 

939.5 

33.7 

32.7 

28,136 

30,254 

30,755 

NET  TONS. 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  8) 


attend  the  meeting  in  your  area  to  hear 
the  latest  recommendations  that  can 
assist  you.  A  lot  of  planning  has  gone  in- 
to these  meetings  and  it  is  hoped  that 
you  can  attend.  The  schedule  of  these 
meetings  follows. 
January  20 

2:00  pm,  Assumption  Parish, 
Courthouse,  Napoleonville. 
January  26 

9:00  am,  St.  John  Parish,  Extension 

Office,  Edgard. 
2:00  pm,  St.  James  Parish, 
Couthouse  Annex,  Vacherie. 
January  27 

2:00  pm,  Lafourche  Parish.  American 

Legion  Home,  Raceland. 
6:30  pm.  Ascension  Parish, 
Blum  Center,  Donaldsonville 
(tentative). 
January  28 

9:00  am  Pointe  Coupee-West  Baton 
Rouge  Parishes,  Scott  Civic  Center, 
New  Roads. 
February  1 

1:30  pm  Vermillion  Parish, 

Extension  Office,  Abbeville. 
7:00  pm,  Iberia  Parish,  Festival 
Building,  New  Iberia. 


February  2 

9:00  am,  Iberville  Parish,  St.  Gabriel 
Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel 

3:00  pm,  St.  Martin  Parish, 
Extension  Office,  Breaux  Bridge. 
February  8 

9:00  am,  Avoyelles-Rapides-St. 

Landry  Parishes,  Bunkie  Bank 

Building,  Bunkie. 

4:00  pm  St.  Mary  Parish,  TBA. 

ASSCT 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Lou- 
isiana Division  of  the  American  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  will  be 
held  February  4  and  5,  1993  at  the 
Baton  Rouge  Hilton  Hotel.  A  business 
session  will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
Thursday  with  the  manufacturing  ses- 
sion on  Thursday  afternoon  and  the 
agricultural  section  on  Friday  morning. 
A  social  hour  and  banquet  will  be  held 
as  usual  on  Thursday  evening.  This 
organization  and  its  meetings  are  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  for  you  to  meet  the 
scientists  and  to  hear  the  latest  in 
research  that  will  help  you  become  even 
more  efficient  in  the  future.  All  industry 
members  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Cane  Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA 

************* 

NEW  SERVICES  TO  RIVER  PARISHES 

Cane  Tractor  Parts  is  pleased  to  an- 
nounce Midnight  Express  Hot  Shot 
&  Courier  Service.  Same  day 
delivery  from  east  of  Franklin  to 
Baton  Rouge  by  Louis  Lombardo,  Jr. 

31 8-828- 126S 

************* 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


WANTED: 

JD  &  I'H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank  Shafts, 
Injector  Pumps  and  More  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farnn  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE      (Continued  from  page  11) 

(VOC)  emitted  during  1992.  Unfortunately,  the  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments  re- 
quire that  these  fees  are  raised  to  a  minimum  of  $25.00  per  ton,  and  that  increased 
rate  can  be  expected  in  1993  and  to  escalate  thereafter. 

Most  of  the  "taxable"  emissions  from  sugar  mills  are  from  boiler  flues.  An 
average  size  mill  burns  about  2,000  tons  of  bagasse  per  day  during  a  75  day  fall 
grinding  season.  An  older  mill  not  equipped  with  pollution  control  equipment  and 
burning  only  150,000  tons  per  year  of  bagasse  can  expect  to  be  assessed  as  indicated 
in  the  following  table: 

Annual  Emission  Fees  for  150,000  Tons  Bagasse  Burned 


Parameter 

Pounds/Ton 

At  $7/Ton,  1992 

At  $25/Ton 
Post  1992 

PM 

15.6 

8,190 

$29,250 

NO. 

1.2 

630 

2,250 

SO. 

Not  Estimated 

VOC 

2 

1,050 

3,750 

Annual  Cost 

9,870 

35,250 

The  amounts  assessed  for  bagasse  boilers  equipped  with  mechanical  dust  col- 
lectors would  be  about  38  percent  less,  and  for  those  equipped  with  water  scrub- 
bers about  75  percent  less.  Obviously,  mill  operators  must  consider  these  alternatives, 
but  there  is  significant  capital,  power,  maintenance,  and  water  pollution  costs 
associated  with  operating  scrubbers.  Regardless,  the  cost  for  air  pollution  control 
is  going  way  up. 

The  question  is  who  is  going  to  pay  for  this  additional  cost  for  air  pollution  con- 
trol. If  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  not  going  to  get  a  higher  price  for  sugar  pro- 
duced and  foreign  sugar  producers  are  not  required  to  pay  an  equivalent  tad  for  im- 
ported sugar,  who  pays? 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  mandated  that  the  additional  fees  (taxes) 
be  assessed.  Perhaps  our  U.S.  Senators  and  Representatives  can  explain  how  this 
new  tax  is  to  benefit  the  domestic  sugar  industry. 


THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 

Governor  Edwards  announced  that 
he  might  call  a  special  session  of  the 
Legislature  towards  the  end  of  January. 
(The  Legislature  must  meet  in  special 
session  if  it  is  going  to  raise  taxes  in 
1993  because  the  Constitution  prohibits 


(Continued  from  page  9) 

raising  taxes  during  regular  sessions  in 
odd-numbered  years).  We  are  doubtful 
that  there  will  be  a  consensus  among 
legislators  at  that  early  a  date,  and  the 
special  session  will  more  likely  be  called 
at  a  later  time. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  14) 


spillage  from  the  side  of  the  mill  and 
tanks  have  been  observed.  For  clarifica- 
tion, pH  control  and  flocculant  usage 
may  be  unsatisfactory,  the  latter  caus- 
ing excessive  consumption  and  poor 
results.  As  I  have  mentioned  before, 
filter  operation  is  often  neglected,  with 
serious  consequences  in  a  very  muddy 
season  like  the  one  we  are  now  exper- 
iencing. Mud  sampling  and  analysis  are 
often  poor  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  out 
that  some  mill  laboratories  use  25  g  of 
mud  to  a  final  volume  of  200  ml  and  use 
the  polariscope  reading  so  obtained  as 
the  pol  %  filter  cake,  rather  than  doub- 
ling it.  I  realize  that  no-one  wants  to 
show  high  losses  but  this  gives  a  false 
picture  of  factory  performance,  especial- 
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BULLETIN 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

206  E.  BAYOU  ROAD 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 


ly  in  a  year  with  high  mud  quantities. 
Washing  of  the  cake  is  often  neglected 
and  the  spray  nozzles  poorly 
maintained. 

Spray  nozzles  in  the  high  grade  cen- 
trifugals have  been  observed  to  be  im- 
properly set,  causing  excessive  washing 
of  some  sugar  and  inadequate  washing 
in  other  sections.  Worn  and  patched 
screens  are  used  in  the  low  grade  cen- 
trifugals, presumably  for  reasons  of 
economy.  The  increased  losses  as  a 
result  of  crystals  passing  through  the 
screens  far  outweigh  the  cost  of  new 
screens.  Crystals  have  been  observed  in 
several  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the 
regular  molasses  survey.  Most  of  the 
crystals  were  small  but  in  some  cases 
they  were  large,  indicating  serious 
screen  damage. 

Laboratory  data  is  essential  for  good 
understanding  of  the  factory  and  I  think 
that  valuable  results  could  be  obtained 
by  upgrading  the  laboratories,  especial- 
ly the  training  of  the  analysts.  Adequate 
and  reliable  data,  properly  analyzed, 
can  remove  much  of  the  uncertainty  in- 
volved in  factory  operation  and  allow  us 
to  pay  attention  to  the  details  of  the 
operations. 

A  recent  paper  from  Australia, 
''Maximizing  the  Information  Available 
from  Sugar  Sieve  Test  Data"  by  Miller, 
shows  how  little  additional  effort  can 
yield  valuable  information  for  optimiz- 
ing pan  operations  and  sugar  quality. 
On  the  other  hand,  mill  managers  here 
have  commented  to  me  that  it  is  not  im- 
portant to  them  to  try  and  improve  raw 
sugar  quality  since  they  already  meet 
the  specifications  set  by  the  refiners. 
This  is  I  think  an  unfortunate  view  since 
sugar  quality  standards  are  going  to 
become  stricter  and  production  of  high 
quality  raw  sugar  is  a  consequence  of  a 
well  operated  raw  sugar  mill. 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

COMPUTER  USER'S  GROUP  MEETING  SET 
FOR  JANUARY  22,  1993 

For  those  of  you  still  looking  for  a  computer  program  that  is 
suited  to  your  farming  operation,  this  meeting  may  provide  some 
valuable  information  on  the  matter.  You  may  remember  that  at  the 
last  meeting,  a  software  package  from  Doane  Ag  Software  was 
demonstrated.  Although  the  package  had  many  good  features, 
some  changes  were  necessary  to  accommodate  sugarcane  opera- 
tions. Several  growers  have  expressed  interest  in  this  program,  so 
the  company  has  agreed  to  modify  their  program  and  design  a 
package  especially  for  sugarcane.  A  representative  from  Doane  will 
be  at  the  meeting  to  demonstrate  the  program  and  answer  any  ques- 
tions the  group  may  have.  The  meeting  will  begin  at  9:00  AM  at 
the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux,  La.  This  is  the  only  item 
on  the  agenda  so  the  meeting  should  be  through  by  noon.  Hope 
to  see  you  there. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


Officers  and  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

wish  you  and  yours 

a  very  happy 

and  prosperous 

New  Year 
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ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 

1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
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P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
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HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 
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P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
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P.O.  Box  359 
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CoBANK 
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ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 
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Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 
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A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
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CO.,  INC. 
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WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
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New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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)FFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 
I  ANNOUNCING  THE  | 

^  SEVENTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING  | 

OF  THE  I 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  | 

OF  THE  I 

U.S.A.,  INC.  I 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  24,  1993  —  2:00  P.M.  I 

HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE  | 

201  N.  CANAL  BLVD.,  THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA  | 

REGISTRATION  BEGINS  AT  1:30  P.M. 


^ 


^  At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the  ^ 

I  Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year.  I 

jfi  Proposed  amendments  to  the  League's  Articles  of  Incorporation  | 

I  will  also  be  voted  upon  | 

I  For  details  see  page  4  i 

'^  Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  i 

I  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  will  hold  a  meeting  | 

I  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors.  i 

jfi  All  Members  of  the  League  will  Please  Consider  i 

'^  This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend  | 
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The  announcement  of  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  You  will  note  the  meeting  will 
be  on  Wednesday,  February  24, 1993,  at  the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana.  Registration  will  begin  at  1:30  p.m. 

It  is  important  that  all  members  make  a  sincere  effort  to  attend  this  meeting. 
The  League  is  not  the  staffs  organization,  nor  is  it  the  officer's  and  director's 
organization.  It  is  your  association.  You  pay  the  dues  that  enable  it  to  function 
on  your  behalf. 

The  Chairman  of  each  of  the  League's  three  major  committees  will  report  to 
the  membership.  These  are:  Ramon  Billeaud  for  the  Finance  Committee,  Charles 
Thibaut  for  the  Legislative  Committee  and  Pat  Cancienne  for  the  Research  Com- 
mittee. In  addition,  outgoing  President  Daniel  Viator  will  give  his  report.  The  elec- 
tion of  the  League's  Board  of  Directors  for  1993  will  be  conducted.  The  business 
session  will  include  voting  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Charter.  Page  4  of 
this  issue  gives  an  explanation  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

The  members  of  the  League's  Board  of  Directors  meet  on  a  monthly  basis.  Any 
member  of  the  League  is  invited  to  attend  the  Board  meetings.  The  Board  members 
like  input  from  the  general  membership.  The  annual  meeting  is  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  be  informed  of  the  activities  of  the  League  and  to  express  your  thoughts 
and  ideas. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of  the  League  urge  your  attendance  and  solicit 
your  input  at  the  1993  Annual  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  The  following  were  nominated  by 
the  committee  to  serve  on  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
beginning  February  24,  1993. 


GROWER  MEMBERS 

Bryan  Allain 

J.G.  Beaud,  Jr. 

Ramon  Billeaud 

Lawrence  Dugas 

John  Gay 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

Warren  Harang,  III 

Jackie  Judice 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Roger  Kahao 

A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Jr. 

Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 

Leonard  Oncale 

Howard  Robichaux 

Raphael  Rodriguez 

Frank  Sotile 

Roland  Talbot 

Carlton  Townsend 

Daniel  Viator 

Eugene  Woods 


PROCESSOR  MEMBERS 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 
Ronald  Blanchard 
F.  Neal  Bolton 
Patrick  Cancienne 
Dan  Duplantis 
Francis  Graugnard 
Roddy  Hulett 
Melvin  Landry 
Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 
D.C.  Mattingly 
William  S.  Patout,  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
Stanley  "Stan"  Pipes 
R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane 
Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
Charles  Thibaut 
Glenn  Timmons 
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PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  VII  (B)  OF 

THE  ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION  OF 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the 
following  proposed  amendment  to  the  charter  or  Articles  of  Incorpora- 
tion, Article  VIII,  Section  B,  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of 
the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  is  as  follows; 

The  officers  of  this  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  who  shall  not 
be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a  Chairman  of  the  Board,  a 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  all  of  whom 
shall  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  such  additional  of- 
ficers as  the  Directors  may  deem  appropriate,  which  such  additional 
officers  need  not  be  members  of  the  corporation  or  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Officers  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  a  regular 
meeting  thereof  to  be  held  immediately  following  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  members. 

If  you  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  in  person  and  would 
like  to  vote  on  the  proposed  amendment,  please  complete  and  sign 
the  proxy  (found  on  page  5  [the  facing  page] )  and  mail  to  the  League 
office: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Cane  Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA 

************** 

NEW  SERVICES  TO  RIVER  PARISHES 

Cane  Tractor  Parts  is  pleased  to  an- 
nounce Midnight  Express  Hot  Shot 
&  Courier  Service.  Same  day 
delivery  from  east  of  Franklin  to 
Baton  Rouge  by  Louis  Lombardo,  Jr. 

318-828-1265 

************* 


Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


WANTED: 

JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank  Shafts, 
Injector  Pumps  and  More  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 
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THE  MAXXUM'  SHUTTLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or  vice   versa, 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  1 2  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int'l.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

Agricultural  negotiations  of  the 
GATT  resumed  in  Geneva  on  January 
11  with  this  underlying  question:  would 
the  Bush  Administration  push  hard  for 
an  agreement  prior  to  the  January  20 
inauguration  of  President-Elect  Bill 
Clinton?  Sources  in  Geneva  reported 
that  the  U.S.  negotiators'  agenda  pro- 
bably includes  two  objectives.  First  of 
all,  they  would  like  to  conclude  this  ses- 
sion, and  their  terms  in  the  Bush  Ad- 
ministration, in  the  most  graceful  man- 
ner possible  in  order  to  make  the  tran- 
sition to  a  new  administration  smooth. 
Secondly,  the  Bush  Administration 
negotiators  want  to  avoid  blame  for  the 
failure  to  complete  the  Round  by  the 
January  15  goal  voiced  a  few  weeks 
before. 

Because  the  negotiatons  are  sched- 
uled to  continue  until  January  19,  a 
small  window  of  opportunity  for  an 
agreement  still  exists  under  the  current 
Bush  Administration  negotiators. 
However,  with  bilateral  talks  between 
the  E.G.  and  the  U.S.  on  market  access 
still  occurring,  and  given  the  statement 
from  the  E.G.  that  it  will  not  ''give"  any 
more  on  market  access  than  what  was 
tabled  in  the  Dunkel  text  of  December 
1991,  it  appears  unlikely  that  even  a 
framework  agreement  will  be  completed 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


by  Inauguration  Day.  In  fact,  one  may 
surmise  that  the  European  Community 
has  decided  to  wait  for  the  incoming 
Clinton  Administration  negotiators 
before  proceeding  with  any  bilateral 
talks. 

NAFTA  UPDATE 

After  the  President  signed  the 
NAFTA  on  December  17,  1992,  it 
became  clear  that  the  Clinton  Ad- 
ministration would  inherit  the  trade 
agreement  during  the  last  stages  of  the 
fast  track  process.  With  the  new  trade 
representative,  Mickey  Kantor,  ap- 
pointed on  December  23,  1992,  it  is  not 
yet  evident  what  approach  the  future 
Administration  will  take  with  regard  to 
problems  in  the  NAFTA.  There  has  been 
talk  of  side  agreements  in  three  areas: 
environment,  labor  and  import  surges, 
but  as  yet  no  language  has  been  drafted. 

Clinton  met  with  Mexico's  President 
Salinas  in  Austin,  Texas  on  January  8 
to  discuss  the  NAFTA  and  other  issues. 
In  a  letter  to  Clinton,  Senator  John 
Breaux  enumerated  the  problems  with 
the  sugar  provision  and  urged  Clinton 
to  raise  this  important  issue  with  Presi- 
dent Salinas.  Breaux  stated:  "I  can't  em- 
phasize enough  how  important  this 
sugar  issue  is  to  Louisiana  and  to  the 
other  sugar  producing  states  in  the  U.S. 
I  am  hopeful  that  the  enclosed  informa- 
tion convinces  you  that  a  serious  inequi- 
ty exists  in  the  current  NAFTA  sugar 
text,  that  it  needs  to  be  corrected,  and 
that  it  merits  you  recommending  this 
correction  to  President  Salinas." 

ESPY  NOMINATED  FOR 
SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 

President-Elect  Bill  Clinton  nom- 
inated Congressman  Mike  Espy  (D-MS) 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

THE  1992  CROP:  PROLONGED,  MUDDY  AND  EXPENSIVE 

INDIVIDUAL  PROCESSOR  CROP  RECORDS 

SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES  —  1993  SOUTHERN  AGRIBUSINESS  FORUM 

LAST  CALL  FOR  BUS  TRIP 


On  January  8,  1993  the  1992  crop 
was  officially  completed  when  the  Enter- 
prise Factory  in  Jeanerette  ground  its 
last  ton  of  cane.  There  were  five  fac- 
tories which  ground  past  January  1. 
Raceland  Sugars  and  Iberia  Sugar  Co- 
op both  completed  their  operations  on 
January  1,  Sterling  Sugars  completed 
grinding  on  January  2,  and  Jeanerette 
Sugar  Co-op  completed  its  operations  on 
January  4, 1993.  The  total  gross  tons  of 
sugarcane  ground  in  the  state  for  the 
1992  crop  by  the  20  raw  sugar  factories 
was  8,984,906.  It  is  calculated  that  ap- 
proximately 192  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane  (96°)  were  produced  which  will 
make  for  over  863,000  tons  of  sugar  for 
this  past  year.  The  raw  value  equivalen- 
cy of  this  yield  is  over  800,000  tons  of 
sugar. 

The  largest  production  in  this  state's 
history  was  in  1989  when  864,000  tons 
(RV)  were  produced.  This  year's  produc- 
tion exceeds  that  high  mark.  This  pro- 
duction was  in  spite  of  the  damage 
caused  by  Hurricane  Andrew  and  the  20 
inches  of  rain  which  fell  during  the 
harvest  season.  This  production  level 
was  possible,  of  course,  only  because  of 
the  largest  acreage  harvested  in  the 
history  of  this  industry.  Therein  lies  the 
problem!  With  approximately  350,000 
acres  for  harvest  for  sugar,  the  industry 
will  have  produced  some  25.67  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  and  only  some  5,000 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre.  The  total 
production  for  the  state  may  be  a  record 
but  the  per  acre  yields  are  below 
average.  This  will  put  many  growers  in 
financial  trouble,  especially  in  light  of 


the  past  three  crops  being  affected  by 
weather  related  catastrophes  (see 
Figure  1).  This  chart  shows  the 
predicted  and  actual  yields  for  the  past 
six  harvests.  The  first  three,  1987 
through  1989,  were  very  good  harvest- 
ing conditions  and  growers  were  able  to 
take  advantage  of  the  yielding  ability  of 
the  varieties  now  being  grown.  The  last 
three  years,  1990  through  1992,  were  all 
affected  by  some  t5^e  of  weather  calami- 
ty: The  freeze  affected  the  1990  crop 
which  amounted  to  only  half  of  the 
predicted  yield,  the  100  plus  inches 
of   rain    in    1991    which    cost    some 
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Figure  1.  Estimated  and  actual  sugar 

production  for  1987  through  1992 
Louisiana  sugar  crops.  ASCL,  1/15/93. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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FINAL  CALL  FOR  1993  LEAGUE  BUS  TRIP 


A  League  sponsored  bus  trip  is  being  scheduled  for  the  first  week  of  March, 
1 993  to  the  Memphis,  Tennessee  area.  The  highlight  of  this  trip  will  be  the  Southern 
Agribusiness  Forum  to  be  held  on  Thursday  March  4  and  the  Mid-South  Farm  and 
Gin  Supply  Exhibit  to  be  held  on  Friday  March  5.  In  addition  to  these  two  very  in- 
teresting events  will  be  tours  of  sites  in  the  Memphis  area  such  as  the  Agricenter 
International  and  Graceland.  The  tentative  schedule  will  be  to  leave  on  Monday,  March 
1  and  return  on  Saturday,  March  6.  Prices  are  now  being  obtained. 

The  Southern  Agribusiness  Forum  is  held  annually  and  alternates  each  year  be- 
tween New  Orleans,  Memphis  and  Jackson.  The  purpose  of  the  Forum  is  to  provide 
a  medium  for  public  discussion  of  important  agribusiness  problems  affecting  the 
South.  The  general  theme  of  the  1993  meeting  will  center  on  economical  and  en- 
vironmental concerns  affecting  agriculture  —  something  of  real  interest  to  all 
producers. 

The  Mid-South  Farm  and  Gin  Supply  Exhibit  is  the  largest  indoor  farm  show  in 
the  south,  with  over  300  booths.  The  show  will  exhibit  farm  equipment,  supplies,  and 
services.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Cook  Convention  Center  in  downtown  Memphis. 

Agricenter  International  is  considered  America's  showcase  for  agricultural 
technology  and  consists  of  numerous  facilities  where  the  entire  agricultural  community 
from  researchers  to  manufacturers  to  producers  can  meet  each  other,  share  ideas, 
demonstrate  new  products  and  exhibit  the  latest  technologies. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  sites  that  can  be  seen  in  Memphis  and  these 
are  now  being  considered  for  the  trip.  As  you  can  see,  the  trip  is  not  yet  finalized. 
However,  we  must  know  now  whether  you  are  interested  in  this  informative  trip.  If 
you  wish  to  have  your  name  included  on  a  first  come-first  served  list,  then  complete 
the  following  form  and  return  it  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as  possible.  The  price 
of  the  trip  has  not  yet  been  determined  but  we  believe  it  will  be  similar  to  League 
bus  trips  taken  in  past  years. 

YES  I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  1993  LEAGUE  BUS  TRIP 

NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP: 
PHONE  #: 


PLEASE  RETURN  IMMEDIATELY  TO: 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
P.O.  BOX  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 
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An  all-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action™ 
mechanical  fi-ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi*ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Pennlman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)446-5061  (504)473-9861  (318)365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franldin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


The  state's  fiscal  crisis  continues  to 
commandeer  attention,  the  latest  being 
Governor  Edwards'  recent  statement 
that  he  now  has  the  votes  for  a  tax  in- 
crease. No  word,  of  course,  on  which  tax 
he  has  in  mind  although  the  general 
concensus  is  that  he's  referring  to 
another  ''temporary"  suspension  of  the 
sales  tax  exemptions.  We  don't  buy  any 
of  this. 

Chances  are,  though,  that  he  will 
call  a  special  session  with  the  stated  pur- 
pose of  passing  a  tax  increase.  Unfor- 
tunately, once  again,  nothing  will  hap- 
pen. The  votes  are  NOT  there,  no  mat- 
ter how  you  count  them,  and  this  gover- 
nor knows  how  to  count.  Most  likely, 
during  the  regular  legislative  session, 
some  incentive  will  develop  to  convince 
those  legislators  reluctant  to  support  a 
tax  increase  to  do  so  in  another  special 
session  that  will  be  called  following  the 
regular  session. 

You're  probably  wondering  about 
the  millions  of  dollars  in  cuts  that  are 
being  proposed  by  the  legislative  com- 
mittees studying  the  deficit.  Once  reali- 
ty hits  home,  those  cuts  will  decrease  by 
half  but,  with  another  "temporary" 
suspension  of  sales  tax  exemptions  and 
some  creative  accounting,  the  budget 
will  be  "balanced". 

And  then  we'll  go  through  this  all 
over  again  next  year. 


A  year-end  poll  taken  by  the  Baton 
Rouge  Morning  Advocate  shows  a 
dramatic  shift  in  public  opinion  about 
Governor  Edwards.  At  about  the  same 
time  in  1991,  the  governor  showed  a  57 
percent  favorable  rating;  in  the  1992 
year-end  poll,  he  showed  a  53  percent 
negative  rating. 

The  same  poll  makes  another  in- 
teresting discovery:  two  of  the  top  three 


potential  candidates  for  governor  in 
1995  are  women.  Lieutenant  Governor 
Melinda  Schwegmann  garnered  a  58 
percent  favorable  rating  while 
Treasurer  Mary  Landrieu  showed  a  54 
percent  favorable  rating.  Former  Gover- 
nor Buddy  Roemer  ran  second  with  a  56 
percent  favorable  rating. 

It  is  indeed  an  interesting  situation 
when  the  most  popular  person  measured 
is  the  lieutenant  governor  while  the 
governor  received  a  very  unfavorable 
rating. 

The  lobbyist  disclosure  law  has  been 
a  controversial  issue  since  it  was  passed 
in  1991,  and  time  has  not  diminished 
the  strong  feelings  caused  by  the  law. 
Recently  ruled  constitutional  by  the 
Louisiana  Supreme  Court  after  the 
law's  germaneness  was  challenged,  the 
appropriate  authorities  have  been  strug- 
gling to  translate  law  into  regulations. 

While  most  people  assume  that 
resistance  to  the  law  is  born  in  a  reluc- 
tance by  lobbyists  to  be  open  about  funds 
expended  on  legislature,  that  is  not 
necessarily  the  case.  The  law  was  writ- 
ten in  a  manner  that  leaves  it  open  to 
different  interpretations  and  doesn't 
necessarily  create  a  level  playing  field 
for  all  involved.  For  instance,  it  is  uncer- 
tain as  to  whether  or  not  an  individual, 
employed  in  another  profession  but  lob- 
bying on  behalf  of  his  trade  association 
for  the  day,  would  be  classified  as  a  lob- 
byist and  therefore  subject  to  reporting 
requirements. 

Because  of  the  uncertainty  sur- 
rounding the  matter  and  the  time  con- 
straints involved  with  resolving  the 
issue  prior  to  the  session,  it  appears  that 
the  law  will  not  be  enforced  this  year. 
Hopefully,  the  confusion  will  be  settled 
and  the  law  will  be  enacted  fairly  and 
equally. 
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MACLEAN  LAND  SERVICES,  INC. 

—  Since  1980  — 

The 

American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

Agricultural  Consultation 
Land  Management  Plans 
Land  Damage  Assessments 
Land  Evaluations  and  Appraisals 

Paul  Maclean 

P.O.  Box  3620                      Phone 

Houma,  LA  70361            504/868-4963 

Get  a  jump  on 

tomorrow, 

welcomes 

save  today. 

Take  Stock 

RHONE-POULENC 

in  America 

with 

higher  paying 

U.S.  Savings  Bonds. 

AG  CO. 

as 

TO  PLACE  YOUR 

a  new 

CLASSIFIED  AD 

Commercial 

CALL 

Member 

THE 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


INDUSTRY  COMPARISONS 


The  crop  that  has  just  been  com- 
pleted is  the  largest  ever  in  Louisiana, 
even  after  the  reduction  in  yield  caused 
by  Hurricane  Andrew.  Weather  condi- 
tions had  a  major  impact  and  the  wear 
and  tear  on  machinery,  both  in  the  field 
and  the  factory,  has  been  severe.  It  has 
been  the  muddiest  crop  that  I  have  seen 
here  and  it  would  appear  that,  with  the 
trend  in  climatic  patterns,  such  condi- 
tions may  become  the  norm.  The  intrin- 
sic cane  quality  was  good  but  the  high 
levels  of  trash  and  dirt  greatly  reduced 
yields  of  sugar  per  ton  of  material 
delivered  to  the  mill.  Some  mills  at  the 
end  of  the  crop  had  a  sugar  yield  that 
was  below  8%  on  cane,  compared  with 
almost  11%  for  dry  conditions  earlier  in 
the  crop. 

Most  of  the  processing  problems  ex- 
pected under  such  conditions  were  en- 
countered. Excessive  mud  from  the 
wash  tables,  reduced  mill  capacity  and 
extraction,  poor  bagasse  combustion, 
clarification  and  filtration  difficulties 
and  high  molasses  purities  were  all 
found,  though  not  all  mills  suffered  to 


Global  Steel,  Inc. 


Save  Up  To  40% 
25x40  30x50  40x60  55x200 


other  sizes  available. 


57cc!JiT1337ca 


FREE  SIX  MONTHS 
STORAGE 


1-800-526-1110 


the  same  degree.  With  the  dirty  condi- 
tions mill  sanitation  becomes  even  more 
critical  and  major  leuconostoc  infections 
were  found  in  at  least  one  mill.  How- 
ever, not  all  was  gloomy  and  some  mills 
improved  their  performance  over  pre- 
vious years. 

The  1992  crop  was  hoped  to  be  the 
one  in  which  the  Louisiana  industry  pro- 
duced one  million  tons  of  raw  sugar  for 
the  first  time.  We  look  forward  to 
achieving  this  in  1993.  Milling  and  pro- 
cessing capacity  become  very  important 
and  the  economics  of  scale,  together 
with  environmental  pressures,  mean 
that  there  is  bound  to  be  some  consolida- 
tion of  mills.  Of  necessity,  achieving 
adequate  milling  capacity  has  taken 
procedence  over  efficiency.  In  fact,  with 
the  higher  tonnage  of  poorer  quality 
cane  in  the  1992  season,  several  factors 
related  to  factory  efficiency  declined. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  Lou- 
isiana situation  with  that  in  South 
Africa  where  cane  supply  is  often 
limited,  especially  with  the  recent 
drought,  and  much  effort  is  put  into  im- 
provements in  efficiency.  Unfortunate- 
ly most  cane  industries,  and  Louisiana 
is  no  exception,  do  not  produce  documen- 
tation on  performance  at  the  detailed 
level  shown  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
South  African  Sugar  Technologists 
Association. 

Each  year  an  in  depth  review  of  mill- 
ing activities  is  produced,  along  with 
detailed  papers  on  work  done  to  improve 
factory  performance.  Overall  recovery 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302,  Phone  (504)  446-3520 

Fax  (504)  448-3921 


Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 


1993  PRICE  SCHEDULE 


Package  Prices  (any  3  or  more  services)  Q   10%  Discount: 
Sugarcane  Scouting  ....  $  2.12  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing  $  1.49  per  acre  tested 

RSD  Testing $31.50  per  10-stalk  sanple 

Bored  Joint  Survey  ....  $  .59  per  acre  of  cane 

Package  Prices  (any  2  services)  @  5%  Discount: 
Sugarcane  Scouting  ....  $  2.23  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing  S  1.57  per  acre  tested 

RSD  Testing  $33.25  per  10-stalk  sanple 

Bored  Joint  Survey $  .62  per  acre  of  cane 

Prices  of  Individual  Services: 

Sugarcane  Scouting  ....  $  2 . 35  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing  $  1. 65  per  acre  tested 

RSD  Testing  $35.00  per  10-stalk  sanple 

Bored  Joint  Survey $   .65  per  acre  of  cane 

Other  Services: 

Soil  Reclamation        Plant  Analysis 
Nematode  Assay  Preplant  Wireworm  Trapping 

Expert  Witness  Demonstration  &  Research 

Cost  (value)  or  Loss  (damage)  Estimates 

Some  of  these  services  are  included  in  the  above 
packages  at  no  extra  cost.  Contact  us  for  more  details 
and  for  ccnplete  descriptions  of  all  services. 


Stephanie  Borne 
Technician 

Henry  Long,  PhD 
Consultant 


Daniel  Long 
Scout 

Steven  Hoak,  BS 
Asst.  Consultant 


FEBRUARY  1,  1993 


15 


Dr,  Wade  F,  Faw  Named  Sugarcane  Specialist 

Dr.  Denver  Loupe,  Director, 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service,  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Wade  F. 
Faw  as  Sugarcane  Specialist. 
Dr.  Faw  replaces  Mr.  Dalton 
Landry,  County  Agent  and 
Coordinator,  Sugarcane  Educa- 
tional Programs,  who  retired  on 
January  4,  1993. 

Dr.  Faw  is  an  Extension 
Agronomy  Specialist  with  the 
Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center  at  its  state 
office  in  Baton  Rouge.  Since 
coming  to  Louisiana  from 
Auburn  University  in  1980,  Dr. 
Faw  has  provided  leadership  to 
the  statewide  extension  educa- 
tional programs  for  pasture  and 
forage  crops  and  small  grain 
crops  —  primarily  wheat  and 
oats.  He  has  worked  closely  with 
producers,  county  agents,  re- 
searchers. Extension  specialists 
and  others  to  provide  the  latest 
research  results  to  producers. 
He  has  served  on  numerous  committees  and  boards  and  is  a  member  of  several 
state  and  national  professional  organizations.  He  has  served  as  secretary/treasurer, 
vice-president  and  president  of  both  the  Louisiana  Association  of  Agronomists  and 
the  Louisiana  Forage  and  Grassland  Council.  He  is  currently  serving  as  Pro- 
ceedings Editor  for  the  American  Forage  and  Grassland  Council  which  recognized 
him  with  its  Merit  Award  in  1989. 

Before  coming  to  LSU,  Dr.  Faw  served  as  Extension  Agronomy  Specialist  at 
Auburn  University  in  Alabama,  Associate  Professor  and  Chairman  of  the  Plant 
and  Soil  Science  Department  at  Tennessee  Tech  ITniversity  and  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor and  Associate  Professor  of  Agronomy  with  the  Rice  Research  and  Exten- 
sion Center  of  the  University  of  Arkansas. 

Active  in  church  work,  Dr.  Faw  recently  served  as  chairman  of  the  "Diaconate" 
of  the  Highland  Road  Presbyterian  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  He  is  also  active  in 
youth  sports  and  currently  is  coaching  basketball  and  soccer  teams. 

Dr.  Faw  grew  up  on  a  farm  near  Eubank,  Kentucky  and  attended  Berea  Col- 
lege in  Kentucky.  After  receiving  a  B.S.  in  Agricultural  Science  at  the  institution 
in  1965  he  did  graduate  work  at  West  Virginia  University,  where  he  received  a 
PhD.  in  Agronomy  in  1969.  He  is  married  to  Edna  (Boggs)  Faw  formerly  of  Olive 
Hill,  Kentucky.  They  have  two  children,  Stephen  age  22  and  Scott  age  8. 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  J&L  Cane  Harvester  8-18  Model;  1  —  John  Deere  3-row  (less  off  bar  sets);  1 
—  Castnos  Stubble  Shaver  —  single  row;  1  —  1755  Hi-Clearance  Cane  Tractor  very  good  engine. 
Trans,  needs  work;  1  —  3  row  Cane  Sprayer  w/300  gal.  tank;  Contact  Fred  Pierce,  Sr.,  Lockport, 
LA  or  call  (504)  532-3457  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  (No  Collect  Calls). 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  warranty  on 
engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318) 
229-4988.  

FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
—  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good 
Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (31 8)  856-5609  office  or  (31 8)  856-7948 
home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augers.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call 
(318)276-6230. 

FOR  SALE:  1983  Ford  F-350  Diesel  Truck  and  40  ft.  Gooseneck  Trailer  with  Winch,  Dove  Tail 
and  Ramps,  Tandum  Dual  Wheels.  Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


PLEASE  SEE  PAGE  14  FOR  GLOBAL  STEEL  BUILDINGS  AD 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTC  4  Hydraulic  Extra  Nice  $22,500 
&  $28,500, 1978  310  Stagger  $12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846  Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000. 
Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape.  Call  Jim 
at  (318)  394-9991. 


FOR  SALE:  1986  Case  Model  2394  —  165  HP;  1986  Case  1394  —  65  HP  —  4WD;  1974  Thomp- 
son Harvester  with  Pick-up  Attachment.  Call  (504)  545-3715  or  (504)  380-1897. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has  2  year  war- 
ranty on  engine.  Asking  $65,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for  Transloader 
in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Powershift;  1  JD  220  21'  Disc;  1  JD  4240  Powershift;  1  JD 
4230;  2  Int'l  1066;  1  Int'l  806;  1  Midland  21'  Disc;  1  Int'l  966;  1  Int'l  1566;  1  Case  1294;  2  Grader 
Blades  12'  wide  on  Wheels;  2  Land  Levels  40'  long;  1  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  2  JD  1640  Discs; 
2  3-row  Choppers.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  3  Row  Cameco  Shaver,  2  —  Int  Hi  Clearance  966,  2  —  Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  318  856-4622  or  318  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  504  687-3683  or  687-6713. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

to  serve  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in 
the  Clinton  Cabinet.  Espy,  39,  was  re- 
elected to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  a  fourth  term  in  November  and 
served  as  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Cotton, 
Rice  and  Sugar  Subcommittee,  Chair- 
man of  the  Natural  Resources,  Com- 
munity and  Economic  Development 
Task  Force  of  the  House  Budget  Com- 
mittee and  was  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Hunger.  Espy,  born  in 
Yazoo  City  held  the  position  Mississip- 
pi's Assistant  Attorney  Greneral  for  Con- 
sumer Protection  before  his  election  to 
Congress  in  1986.  Espy  also  served  as 
Chief  of  Mississippi  Legal  Services  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Public 
Lands.  The  Second  District  of  Mississip- 
pi, which  Espy  currently  represents,  is 
one  of  the  largest  agricultural  districts 
in  the  country,  producing  cotton,  soy- 
beans and  rice. 

In   Senate    confirmation   hearings 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
held  on  January  13,  Espy  pledged  to 
take  an  active  role  in  rural  develop- 
ment, nutrition  programs,  trade 
negotiations,  and  departmental  reform 
on  the  federal  level,  as  well  as  the  state 
and  county  office  level.  Senator  Kent 
Conrad  (D-ND)  asked  Espy  about  chang- 
ing the  sugar  provision  of  the  NAFTA 
to  make  the  agreement  more  equitable 
to  U.S.  sugar  producers.  Espy  responded 
by  saying  that  he  believes  that  free 
trade  should  not  be  at  the  expense  of  any 
commodity.  He  intends  to  focus  on  the 
problem  and  will  attempt  to  "work  it 
out." 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
will  vote  on  Espy's  nomination  on  Tues- 
day, January  19.  The  full  Senate  will 
not  vote  on  Espy's  nomination  until 
after  President-Elect  Clinton  is  sworn  in 
on  January  20. 


(Continued  on  page  19) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TM 


GCXX)YEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


Gl^NERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  18) 


HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  REORGANIZES 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
met  last  week  to  organize  for  the  103rd 
Congress  and  announced  the  six  new 
subcommittees,  their  chairmen  and 
members.  The  Specialty  Crops  and 
Natural  Resources  Subcommittee, 
which  has  jurisdiction  over  sugar,  will 
be  chaired  by  Representative  Charlie 
Rose  (D-NC)  and  Representative  Tom 
Lewis  (R-FL)  will  be  the  Ranking 
Minority  Member.  Other  Members  are: 
Scotty  Baesler  (D-KY),  Sanford  Bishop 
(D-GA),  George  Brown  (D-CA),  Gary 
Condit  (D-GA),  Eva  Clayton  (D-NC), 
Karen  Thurman  (D-FL),  David  Minge 
(D-MN),  Jay  Inslee  (D-WA),  Earl 
Pomeroy  (D-ND),  Glenn  English  (D-OK), 
Charles  Stenholm  (D-TX),  Collin  Peter- 
son (D-MN),  Bill  Emerson  (R-MO),  John 
Doolittle  (R-CA),  Jack  Kingston  (R-GA), 
Bob  Goodlatte  (R-VA),  Jay  Dickey 
(R-AR),  Richard  Pombo  (R-CA).  The  cur- 
rent ratio  on  the  subcommittee  is  14 
Democrats  to  8  Republicans,  but  those 
numbers  could  change  after  Con- 
gressmen Espy  and  Leon  Panetta  (D- 
CA)  leave  to  join  Clinton's  cabinet. 

Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  gave  a 
brief  overview  of  the  issues  that  will  be 
on  the  Committee's  agenda  during  the 
next  legislative  session.  They  include 
trade,  commodity  program  implementa- 
tion, reintroduction  of  minor-use 
pesticide  legislation,  environmental 
issues,  export  loan  defaults,  resource 
management,  rural  infrastructure,  and 
budget  and  spending  priorities. 

NEW  MEMBERS  NAMED  TO  THE 
SENATE  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
named  Paul  Coverdell  (R-GA)  and  Russ 


Feingold  (D-WI)  to  the  Committee  for 
the  103rd  Congress.  Coverdell  defeated 
Wyche  Fowler  in  a  run-off  election  in 
November  and  Feingold  defeated  two- 
term  Republican  Senator  Bob  Katen. 
Subcommittees  have  not  yet  been 
named.  The  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee members  are  as  follows:  Patrick 
Leahy  (D-VT),  Chairman,  David  Pryor 
(D-AR),  David  Boren  (D-OK),  Howell 
Heflin  (D-AL),  Tom  Harkin  (D-IA),  Kent 
Conrad  (D-ND),  Tom  Daschle  (D-SD), 
Max  Baucus  (D-MT),  Bob  Kerrey  (D- 
NE),  Russ  Feingold  (D-WI);  Richard 
Lugar  (R-IN),  Ranking  Minority 
Member,  Bob  Dole  (R-KS),  Jesse  Helms 
(R-NC),  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS),  Mitch 
McConnell  (R-KY),  Larry  Craig  (R-ID), 
Charles  Grassley  (R-IA),  and  Paul 
Coverdell  (R-GA). 
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15%  of  predicted  yield  and  the  hurricane 
and  wet  harvest  of  1992  which  will  have 
cost  some  11%  of  predicted  yield. 
However,  it  should  be  noted  that 
although  losses  in  1992  will  be  less  than 
originally  predicted  after  the  hurricane, 
the  loss  in  yield  is  of  less  concern  than 
the  extra  costs  incurred  by  this  industry 
in  saving  this  crop.  Growers  report  to  us 
that  this  is  the  most  expensive  harvest 
in  modern  times  with  mechanical  break- 
downs and  extra  labor  costs  to  fight  the 
lodged  cane  and  muddy  conditions.  Pro- 
cessors report  the  same  thing  in  dealing 
with  the  poor  condition  of  the  delivered 
cane.  The  extra  expenses  to  harvest  the 
1992  crop  should  make  all  industry 
members  realize  the  importance  of  good 
equipment. 

There  are  some  positive  thoughts 
about  this  last  harvest  season.  To  think 
that  the  industry  could  still  average 
over  190  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane 
even  after  the  damage  of  the  hurricane 
and  the  extremely  wet  weather  ex- 
perienced during  November  and 
December  is  encouraging.  This  author 
believes  that  this  yield  is  a  credit  to  the 
varieties  that  are  currently  being 
grown,  the  better  equipment  that  is  be- 
ing used  and  the  higher  level  of  concern 
for  quality  that  is  in  place  as  compared 
to  years  following  other  hurricanes.  The 
varieties  that  are  being  grown  now  as 
compared  to  that  following  other  serious 
hurricanjes  such  as  Betsy  and  Hilda  are 
much  higher  in  sugar  content  and  ap- 
parently did  not  lose  this  level  of  yield. 
The  fact  that  there  was  so  much  mud  to 
contend  with  and  the  lodged  condition 
of  the  cane  in  the  mud  reduced  sugar- 
cane tonnage  because  of  the  increased 
scrap  left  in  the  fields  and  reduced  sugar 
per  ton  recoveries  because  of  the  mud 
and  trash  delivered.  The  role  weather 


plays  in  terms  of  the  sugar  yields  that 
this  industry  can  recover  is  obvious. 
Figure  2  presents  the  yields  of  sugar  per 
ton  in  1992  as  reported  by  Dr.  Harold 
Birkett  of  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
and  the  inches  of  rainfall  recorded  in 
Thibodaux  at  the  office  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League.  Even  though  these 
are  state  sugar  yields  and  the  rainfall 
records  are  from  only  one  part  of  the 
state,  it  is  very  obvious  that  each 
substantial  amount  of  rain  caused  a 
serious  reduction  in  the  sugar  level  dur- 
ing that  week  of  harvest.  By  the  end  of 
November,  ground  conditions  were  so 
saturated  that  even  smaller  quantities 
of  rain  had  a  more  pronounced  effect. 


SUGAR  PER  TON  OF  CANE 


INCHES  OF  RAINFALL 


1       2       3       4       6       6       7       8       9      10      11      12      13     -M      15 

WEEK  (week  1  ends  October  3) 

Figure  2.  Sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  inches 
of  rainfall  in  Thibodaux  by  week 
during  the  1992  harvest  season. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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The  entire  year  of  1992  was  wetter 
than  normal  which  also  affected  cane 
production  (see  Figure  3).  The  yearly 
total  in  Thibodaux  at  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Office  was  over  86 
inches  of  rain  with  nearly  20%  of  that 
falling  during  the  normal  planting 
season  and  over  20%  of  that  falling  dur- 
ing the  harvest  season.  This  rainfall  has 
left  the  industry  very  concerned  about 
the  outcome  of  the  coming  crop.  Because 
of  the   crooked  cane  that  was   often 
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Figure  3.  Monthly  Inches  of  rain  at  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Office  In 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  during  1992. 

planted  in  pieces  in  less  than  optimally 
prepared  seed  beds  and  because  of  the 
extreme  amount  of  ruts  and  water  left 
standing  in  fields  at  the  present  time, 
one  has  to  be  worried  about  the  future 
of  the  1993  crop.  It  is  imperative  that 
fields  be  drained  as  soon  as  dry  weather 
returns.  Hopefully  the  weather  will 
cooperate  and  this  industry  can  dry  out 
with  little  or  no  freezing  conditions  to 
further  damage  the  crop.  At  the  present 
time  with  the  warmer  than  normal  con- 
ditions experienced  this  fall,  the  crop 


looks  green  in  many  areas  and  is  en- 
couraging. Growers  must  remember 
that  a  good  looking  crop  in  the  fall  does 
not  always  return  in  the  spring. 
However,  there  seems  to  be  a  better 
chance  of  getting  a  good  spring  crop  if 
the  cane  has  made  a  good  showing 
before  it  gets  frozen  back. 

INDIVIDUAL  PROCESSOR 
CROP  RECORDS 

During  this  past  crop  at  least  two 
Louisiana  factories  were  able  to  set  grin- 
ding records  for  their  own  facility.  The 
biggest  record  was  set  by  the  Enterprise 
factory  of  M.A.  Patout  &  Son,  Ltd.  in 
Jeanerette  who  ground  over  1.1  million 
tons  of  sugarcane.  This  is  the  first  time 
any  Louisiana  sugar  factory  has  ground 
a  million  tons  of  cane  and  that  historic 
moment  came  on  December  31,  1992 
when  the  factory  crushed  its  millionth 
ton  for  the  1992  season.  Congratulations 
go  out  to  Mr.  William  Patout  III,  Presi- 
dent and  to  Mr.  Wilson  Leblanc,  Factory 
Manager  and  Chief  Engineer  and  to  the 
entire  staff  of  the  Enterprise  factory  for 
this  outstanding  achievement. 

The  Cora  Texas  factory  ground  over 
72,000  tons  in  a  one  week  period  which 
was  a  record  for  that  facility.  The  factory 
is  currently  rated  as  having  a  9,500  ton 
per  day  capacity.  This  is  now  the  second 
largest  factory  in  the  state  behind  only 
the  Enterprise  factory.  Congratulations 
go  out  to  Mr.  Mel  Schudmak,  President 
and  General  Manager  and  to  Mr.  John 
Engolio,  Jr.,  Chief  Engineer  and  Plant 
Manager  and  to  the  entire  staff  at  Cora 
Texas  for  their  achievements  as  well. 

SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES 

It  is  very  important  that  growers 
make  every  attempt  to  report  not  only 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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their  total  acreage  for  the  year  but  also 
the  acreage  that  was  harvested  for  seed. 
This  is  the  only  way  we  can  accurately 
measure  the  progress  that  this  industry 
makes  and  it  will  be  important  for 
growers  to  maintain  better  records  in 
the  future  in  the  event  of  production  con- 
trols should  they  ever  be  implemented. 
These  records  are  kept  by  your  ASCS 
representative  and  each  grower  should 
cooperate  fully  and  keep  as  good  a  record 
as  possible.  If  you  have  not  yet  reported 
your  1992  seed  cane  acreage  then  it  is 
important  that  you  do  so  without  further 
delay. 

1993  SOUTHERN 
AGRIBUSINESS  FORUM 

Each  year  the  Southern  Agri- 
business Forum  is  held  cooperatively  by 
the  New  Orleans  Agribusiness  Council 


and  the  Jackson,  Mississippi  and  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee  Agribusiness  Commit- 
tees. This  year  will  be  the  46th  Annual 
forum  and  it  will  be  held  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee  on  March  4, 1993.  The  theme 
of  the  one  day  meeting  will  be  "Combin- 
ing Economical  and  Environmental 
Concerns  Within  the  Realm  of 
Agriculture".  Any  person  interested  in 
attending  should  call  the  League  office 
for  further  details. 

LAST  CALL  FOR  BUS  TRIP 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  was  an  announcement  of  a  bus 
trip  to  be  held  this  coming  March.  That 
article  is  repeated  elsewhere  in  this 
issue  of  the  Bulletin.  Interested  persons 
should  contact  this  office  as  soon  as 
possible  if  they  want  to  be  included  in 
this  interesting  and  informative  trip. 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that 
new  tractor,  get  the  crop 
in  this  year,  make 
farm  improvements  or 
just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 

First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 
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was  reported  for  1991/92  as  87.06%  with 
average  extraction  being  97.95%  and 
boiling  house  recovery  being  88.88%  (all 
based  on  sucrose  rather  than  pol).  Cane 
quality  is  not  very  high  with  much  trash 
and  tops  in  some  cane,  though  field  soil 
levels  are  lower  than  in  Louisiana.  The 
average  syrup  purity  was  85.64  with  a 
high  of  87.07  and  a  low  of  84.37  (average 
values  for  individual  mills).  Juice 
clarification  is  sometimes  less  than 
desirable  and  syrup  clarification  is 
employed  to  produce  a  good  quality  feed 
to  the  boiling  house.  With  the  possible 
exception  of  the  very  high  extraction 
levels,  the  Louisiana  mills  should  be 
able  to  approach  these  figures.  The 
much  longer  season  in  South  Africa  is, 
of  course,  an  advantage  in  paying  back 
the  high  capital  investment  required  to 
achieve  these  efficiencies. 

In  South  Africa  considerable  em- 


phasis is  placed  on  raw  sugar  quality 
and  the  modified  double  magma  system 
is  designed  to  produce  high  quality  raw 
sugar  in  high  yield.  Only  A-sugar  leaves 
the  factory  and  much  effort  is  put  into 
maximizing  sugar  recovery  at  this 
stage,  including  the  use  of  A-crystal- 
lizers.  For  the  1991/92  season  the 
average  A-massecuite  purity  was  85.76 
at  an  average  refractometer  brix  of 
92.75.  The  corresponding  A-molasses 
purity  averaged  66.73  with  an  exhaus- 
tion (calculated  from  the  SJM  formula) 
of  66.69%.  The  A-massecuite  purity 
drops  varied  from  a  high  of  21.06  to  a 
low  of  14.90  with  an  average  value  of 
19.03.  Since  the  B-massecuites  are 
grained  and  developed  on  A-molasses 
their  purities  are  low  compared  with 
Louisiana.  The  B-sugar  may  be  in  part 
recycled  as  footing  to  the  A-massecuite 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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and  its  lower  quality  is  therefore  not  a 
problem.  B-Massecuite  purities  averag- 
ed 66.67  at  an  average  refractometer 
brix  of  94.31.  The  corresponding  B- 
molasses  purity  was  44.16  with  an  ex- 
haustion of  62.21%.  The  B-massecuite 
purity  drops  varied  from  a  high  of  28.80 
to  a  low  of  19.88  with  an  average  value 
of  23.51.  The  lowest  B-molasses  purity 
was  40.82,  not  far  from  the  final 
molasses  purity  achieved  in  some  mills 
in  other  areas.  C-Massecuite  purities 
averaged  53.01  at  a  refractometer  brix 
of  96.61,  with  average  final  molasses 
purities  of  33.84  (pol/refractometer  brix). 

The  relative  quantities  of  A-,  B-  and 
C-massecuites  were  1.00  :  0.33  :  0.24,  - 
the  B-sugar  may  be  returned  to  the  A- 
massecuite  as  footing  or  remelted  along 
with  the  C -sugar  and  combined  with  the 
syrup  as  feed  to  the  A-massecuite. 

Two  papers  describe  work  on  boiling 
house  operations.  "Improved  A- 
Massecuite  Exhaustion  at  Maidstone" 
by  Neilson  and  Coulthard,  describes 
changes  made  in  recent  years  to  im- 
prove A-massecuite  exhaustion  to  save 
energy  and  reduce  sugar  losses.  New 
centrifugals  were  installed  with  higher 
G-factors  and  with  flexible  soft-tipped 
ploughs  to  improve  cleaning  of  the 
screen  at  each  discharge.  A  new  batch 
pan  was  installed  to  improve  the  supply 
of  grain  to  the  continuous  A-pans.  The 
crystallizers  (for  all  massecuites)  were 
rearranged  and  additional  C-crystallizer 
capacity  installed.  One  interesting  note 
is  the  use  of  a  concrete  vibrator  to  im- 
prove the  flow  of  massecuite  in  bottle- 
necks in  the  system.  Pan  automation 
was  also  improved  and  cooler  pan  tem- 
peratures achieved  by  policing  con- 
denser temperatures  and  pan  vacuums. 
Benefits  of  the  changes  are  listed  as 
lower  undetermined  losses  due  to  less 


recirculation  and  boiling,  improved 
capacity,  improved  sugar  quality 
(especially  color),  labor  savings  and 
reduced  steam  usage. 

The  use  of  crystallizers  on  high 
grade  massecuites  continues  to  be  the 
subject  of  discussion.  The  paper  "Pans 
Versus  Crystallizers:  What  is  More  Ef- 
fective?", by  Jullienne,  describes  in 
some  detail  the  factors  involved,  in- 
cluding rates  of  crystallization,  inver- 
sion and  undetermined  losses  and 
capital  costs.  It  is  perhaps  best  to  end  by 
quoting  the  conclusion  to  the  paper  — 

"Crystallizers  are  costly  items  of 
equipment  which  effect  relatively 
small  amounts  of  crystallization. 
They  compare  poorly  with  vacuum 
pans  in  terms  of  crystallization 
rate  and  cost.  They  are,  of  course, 
essential  on  the  C-massecuites  but 
there  is  no  clear  evidence  to  sug- 
gest that  they  are  necessarily 
beneficial  for  the  A-  and  B- 
massecuites.  This  does  not  imply 
that  massecuite  exhaustion  is  con- 
sidered irrelevant  to  process  opera- 
tions but  rather  that  the  installa- 
tion of  crystallizers  to  obtain  the 
incremental  exhaustion  in  the  A- 
and  B-massecuites  may  be  un- 
justified. In  spite  of  this,  it  is 
stressed  that  the  maximization  of 
overall  exhaustion  of  the  A-  and  B- 
massecuites  through  better  pan 
and  centrifugal  operation  is  still 
considered  to  be  an  essential  part 
of  sound  process  management.  Ad- 
mittedly, this  paper  is  of  limited 
practical  importance  to  the  local 
industry  as  all  the  mills  are 
already  equipped  with  A-  and  B- 
crystallizers  but  it  could  be  of  in- 
terest when  planning  new  installa- 
tions and  mill  expansions." 
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AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 
1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398 
Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 
11764  Haymarket  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 
Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 
Pelican  State  Division 
12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 
HOGAN,  &  MAHER 
Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096,  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Main  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108 
420  Mississippi  St. 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charies  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airiine  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 
1800E,  County  Line  Road 
P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
Route  7,  Box  49-F 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 
P.O.  Box  12014 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 
P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 
P.O.  Box  11509 
New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 
A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  & 
HARDWARE  CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620,  New  Orieans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607 
St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charies  Avenue 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 
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Building  Bigger 

Sugarcane  Prdfits 

Bequires  The 

BIPHT  TnoLS. 


You  won't  find  a  better  tool  for  boosting  sugarcane  profits  than  ASULOX® 
brand  herbicide.  AsuLOX^  lets  you  control  rhizone  johnsongrass  up  to  18 
inches  tall  in  Louisiana*  when  the  proper  rate  of  8  pints  per  acre  is  used. 
It  also  delivers  powerful  control  of  a  host  of  other  problem  grasses.  And 
no  other  herbicide  is  as  gentle  to  your  cane. 
AsULOX"^:  The  right  tool  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


ASULOX 


fWP  RHONE-POULENC 


Brand  Herbicide 
*EPA  #246-447 


Rhonc-Pouienc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park, 
NC  27709.  For  additional  product  information,  please  call:  1-800-334-9745.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Rhone-Poulenc.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow  label  directions.  C'1993  Rhone- 
Pouienc  Ag  Company 
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THE  MAXXUM' SHUTTLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or  vice   versa. 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles 


This  will  be  my  final  article  as 
Editor  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  and  as 
Vice-President  and  General  Manager  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  On 
Monday,  March  1,  1993,  Charles 
Melancon  of  Napoleonville,  Louisiana 
will  assume  the  position  I  now  hold.  I 
will  remain  with  the  League  until  April 
31,  1993  in  order  to  assist  in  a  smooth 
transition. 

Upon  my  employment  in  1988,  I 
agreed  to  hold  the  position  for  at  least 
two  years.  That  two  years  was  extended 
to  four  and  one  half  years.  During  that 
time  the  League  has  undertaken  many 
changes.  The  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Staff  are  continuously  working  and  ad- 
justing to  make  the  League  the  most  ef- 
fective it  can  possibly  be  in  assisting  the 
growers  and  processors  to  the  ever 
changing     business     environment. 

The  next  six  or  seven  years  will  be 
critical  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
and  the  entire  domestic  sugar  industry. 
Programs  that  have  sustained  this  in- 
dustry for  many  years  may  be  quite  dif- 
ferent by  the  year  2000.  All  segments  of 
the  sugar  industry,  including  growers, 
processors,  landlords,  service  industries 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


and  others  must  be  willing  to  adjust  to 
changes.  In  some  instances  there  may  be 
too  much  government  and  in  other  in- 
stances not  enough.  We  will  not  be  alone 
in  this  dilemma,  the  entire  business 
community  of  this  nation  will  be  re- 
quired to  make  very  difficult  choices  to 
compete  in  what  is  commonly  referred 
to  as  a  "global  economy."  Stated  more 
simply,  we  must  position  ourselves  to 
compete  against  third  world  countries 
whose  standard  of  living  is  considerably 
lower  than  that  of  the  United  States. 
The  sugar  industry  has  no  choice  other 
than  beginning  immediately  to  position 
ourselves  to  make  whatever  ad- 
justments are  necessary  to  be  com- 
petitive. No  one  segment  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry can  achieve  this  alone,  it  will 
take  cooperation  and  teamwork  from  all 
the  players  in  the  equation. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Staff 
and  Members  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  for  allowing  me  the  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  you  during  these  past  few 
years.  Even  though  I  am  saddened  by 
the  fact  I  will  no  longer  be  active  in  an 
organization  that  has  been  an  important 
part  of  my  life  for  the  past  27  years,  I 
realize  "there  is  a  time  to  arrive  and  a 
time  to  leave,  and  my  time  to  leave  has 
arrived." 
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CHARLES  J.  MELANCON 

Appointed  as  President 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Charles  J.  "Charlie"  Melancon,  a 
state  legislator,  an  insurance  agent,  and 
owner  of  Melancon  Rentals  accepted  the 
position  of  President  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League.  Mr.  Melancon  is  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  Napoleon- 
ville,  a  graduate  of  Assumption  High 
School,  and  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Southwestern  Louisiana  with  a  degree 
in  Agricultural  Business.  He  is  the  son  of 
the  late  Joseph  Melancon,  who  served  as 
General  Manager  of  Glenwood  Coopera- 
tive for  many  years. 

Since  1987,  Mr.  Melancon  has  been 
the  State  Representative  for  District  60, 
which  includes  portions  of  Ascension, 
Assumption,  Iberville,  and  West  Baton 

Rouge  Parishes.  He  was  recognized  in  1989  by  the  Louisiana  Municipal 
Association  as  the  "Outstanding  Legislator  of  the  Month."  This  honor 
was  bestowed  upon  him  twice,  which  is  the  first  time  the  association 
ever  selected  any  member  of  the  legislature  twice  in  one  year.  He  was 
also  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Award  by  the  Louisiana 
Restaurant  Association  for  his  continuing  support  of  Louisiana  tourism. 

Additionally,  Mr.  Melancon  was  co-author  and  instrumental  in  the 
passage  of  the  Worker's  Compensation  legislation  of  1991.  This  provided 
businesses  with  a  remedy  to  the  availability  of  worker's  compensation 
insurance  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  Without  this  very  important  legisla- 
tion, many  Louisiana  businesses  would  be  without  worker's  compensa- 
tion for  its  employers  and  the  employees. 

Charlie  is  married  to  Alida  "Peachy"  Melancon,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  Tulane  University  and  is  presently  attending  the  Mary  Franklin 
School  of  Court  Reporting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melancon  are  the  parents  of 
two  children;  Seph  and  Claire. 

Mr.  Melancon  has  been  a  friend  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  for 
many  years  having  served  as  a  floor  leader  for  the  industry  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  Board  of  Directors,  Officers,  and  Staff  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  wish  him  success  in  his  new  position. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  INDUSTRY  MEETING 

On  March  9  and  10, 1993,  U.S.  sugar 
industry  leaders  from  around  the  coun- 
try will  gather  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to 
discuss  issues  of  interest  and  concern  to 
the  industry.  Representatives  of  all  in- 
dustry segments,  including  cane  sugar 
producers,  processors  and  refiners,  and 
beet  sugar  growers  and  processors,  will 
focus  on  problems  with  the  NAFTA  and 
its  potential  impact  on  the  future  of  the 
sugar  industry. 

Senators  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  and 
Larry  Craig  (R-ID),  co-chairman  of  the 
Senate  Sweetener  Caucus,  have  been  in- 
vited to  address  the  participants  during 
the  series  of  meetings. 

NAFTA  UPDATE 

Talk  of  possible  side  agreements  in 
the  areas  of  labor,  environment  and  im- 
port surges  continues  to  dominate  all 
discussion  of  the  NAFTA  under  the  new 
administration.  U.S.  Trade  Represent- 
ative Mickey  Kantor  is  scheduled  to 
meet  with  Mexican  Commerce  Secre- 
tary Jaime  Serra  Puche  on  Wednesday, 
February  17,  in  Washington  to  begin 
negotiation  of  these  agreements.  A  key 
U.S.  trade  official  stated  the  week  of 
February  8,  following  a  meeting  be- 
tween Kantor  and  Canadian  Trade 
Minister  Michael  Wilson,  that  fast-track 
notification  would  not  be  needed  for 
these  supplemental  agreements.  It  has 
been  reported  that  President  Clinton 
wants  negotiations  on  these  side 
agreements  completed  before  the 
NAFTA  is  submitted  to  Congress,  even 
though  trade  officials  would  like  to  have 
the  agreement  implemented  before 
January  1,  1994,  and  fear  these  further 
negotiations  could  delay  submission  to 
Congress. 

The  sugar  industry  is  preparing  for 


this  new  turn  of  events  by  reiterating 
and  expanding  its  position  on  the 
NAFTA.  In  addition  to  the  modifications 
to  the  agreement  previously  required,  a 
cap  on  access  to  the  U.S.  market  is  also 
mandated.  The  industry  maintains  its 
stance  that  the  definition  of  sweeteners 
in  the  NAFTA  must  be  expanded  to  in- 
clude high  fructose  corn  syrup  and  not 
just  sucrose  in  the  surplus  producer 
calculation,  and  that  the  transition 
period  for  refined  sugar  and  sugar- 
containing  products  must  be  extended  to 
15  years,  consistent  with  that  of  raw 
sugar.  The  agreement  must  also, 
however,  cap  the  access  that  Mexico  will 
have  to  the  U.S.  sugar  market  at  25,000 
metric  tons  per  year  plus  any  amount  in 
excess  of  the  1.25  million  short  ton  quota 
(if  Mexico  is  a  surplus  producer)  to  meet 
the  U.S.  import  needs. 

After  Washington  representatives 
met  with  Senate  staff  the  week  of 
February  8,  it  was  determined  that  a  let- 
ter to  President  Clinton,  Mickey  Kantor, 
and  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Mike  Espy 
from  Senators  who  support  the  in- 
dustry's position  would  be  appropriate 
and  timely.  In  addition,  the  Senate 
Sweetener  Caucus  has  scheduled  a 
luncheon  for  February  26  at  which  time 
industry  spokesman  will  brief  Hill  staff 
on  the  urgency  of  this  issue  for  the 
industry. 

GATT  UPDATE 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Mickey 
Kantor  announced  on  February  1 1  that 
the  Clinton  Administration  will  seek  an 
extension  of  fast  track  authority  for  the 
Uruguay  Round  of  trade  negotiations, 
though  the  length  of  the  extension  is  not 
yet  clear.  The  E.C.  regarded  this  latest 
announcement  as  a  positive  sign  that 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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An  all-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action™ 
mechanical  fi*ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi'ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Pennlman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

PROWL  LABEL  —  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY  REVIEW 
OF  SUGARCANE  BORER  CONTROL  MEASURES 


On  Wednesday,  February  17,  1993, 
it  was  announced  that  the  herbicide 
"Prowl"  had  been  granted  a  label  for  use 
in  sugarcane.  The  industry  has  needed 
this  label  for  many  years  and  it  has 
taken  a  long  time  in  getting  here.  The 
herbicide  is  useful  in  combatting  Raoul- 
grass  or  itchgrass  and  if  it  has  rain 
within  seven  days  after  application  then 
it  does  not  require  mechanical  incor- 
poration. However,  research  data  has 
generally  shown  that  Prowl  works  best 
when  it  can  be  mechanically  incor- 
porated so  that  is  always  advisable 
when  it  is  practical.  However,  it  is  dur- 
ing wet  weather  when  this  material 
proves  to  be  extremely  valuable. 
Growers  must  read  the  label  carefully 
and  follow  the  regulations  on  its  applica- 
tion rate  and  guidelines  in  order  to  com- 
ply with  this  long  awaited  label.  Use  the 
material  wisely!  We  need  to  have  it 
available  for  many  years  to  come  and 
cannot  afford  any  problems  when  it 
comes  to  its  application. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 

AGENCY  REVIEW  OF  SUGARCANE 

BORER  CONTROL  MEASURES 

On  February  3rd  and  4th  of  this 
year,  several  members  of  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency  (primarily 
those  involved  with  pesticide  registra- 
tion) were  in  the  state  to  conduct  a  hear- 
ing on  sugarcane  borer  control  measures 
and  the  ecological  risks  associated  with 
its  control.  In  the  notice  of  the  meeting 
it  was  stated:  "EPA  will  conduct  a 
public  meeting  on  February  4,  1993,  to 
solicit  public  comment  on  sugarcane 
borer  control  in  Louisiana,  including 
risks,    benefits,    alternative    control 


measures  and  possible  risk-reduction 
measures.  EPA  believes  that  when  used 
in  the  present  manner,  azinphos-methyl, 
the  primary  pesticide  used  to  control  the 
sugarcane  borer,  poses  a  hazard  to  the 
environment.  EPA  notes  that  the  other 
pesticides  used  to  control  sugarcane 
borer  also  pose  ecological  hazard." 

"EPA  intends  to  take  action  to 
reduce  the  adverse  ecological  effects 
posed  by  pesticides  from  control  of  the 
sugarcane  borer  and  encourages  public 
participation  to  assist  in  its  decision." 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
staff  working  with  the  Louisiana  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  &  Forestry  put 
together  a  tour  and  discussion  of  produc- 
tion practices  and  sugarcane  borer  con- 
trol measures  on  February  3.  During 
this  time,  members  of  the  EPA  were  pro- 
vided with  much  background  informa- 
tion. Many  people  assisted  in  this  en- 
deavor with  representatives  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center,  crop  consultants, 
growers,  and  League  representatives 
taking  active  roles  in  both  the  tour  and 
discussion.  The  members  of  the  EPA 
panel  were  eager  to  find  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  usage  of  azinphosmethyl 
and  the  risks/benefits  associated  with  its 
use.  Drainage  patterns  in  the  sugarcane 
areas  were  of  major  interest  and  the  torn- 
provided  the  members  with  that  infor- 
mation. Appreciation  is  extended  to  the 
numerous  people  that  provided  assis- 
tance for  the  meeting  and  tour. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  February  4, 
the  public  hearing  was  held.  There  were 
five  specific  topics  that  the  agency  re- 
quested information  on.  A  panel  of  in- 
dustry representatives  was  assembled  to 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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provide  testimony  on  each  of  these  five 
topics.  Additionally,  growers  and  other 
interested  industry  representatives  pro- 
vided testimony  as  well.  There  were  also 
representatives  of  various  environmen- 
tal groups  who  spoke  in  favor  of  various 
restrictions  on  the  use  of  azinphos- 
methyl. 

This  author  provided  testimony  con- 
cerning the  broad  areas  of  concern  on 
the  issue  of  sugarcane  borer  control.  The 
economic  value  of  the  industry  to  the 
state  of  Louisiana  and  the  small  com- 
munities that  make  up  the  industry 
were  emphasized.  The  integrated  pest 
management  program  that  is  currently 
in  use  was  noted  as  being  a  model  pro- 
gram and  one  that  is  very  effective  in 
protecting  the  environment  while  max- 
imizing borer  control.  It  was  concluded 
that  in  order  to  reduce  the  ecological  ef- 
fects posed  by  pesticides,  the  azin- 
phosmethyl  label  should  be  continued, 
the  team  effort  already  in  place  to 
reduce  ecological  hazards  from  pesticide 
application  should  be  strengthened,  and 
additional  pesticides  should  be  labeled. 
The  net  effect  of  these  actions  would  be 
maximum  crop  protection  while  reduc- 
ing the  environmental  impact  of  any  in- 
dividual pesticide. 

Dr.  Grady  Coburn,  crop  consultant 
in  Chaneyville,  delivered  testimony 
prepared  along  with  Mr.  Bobby 
Simoneaux  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  &  Forestry  and  Mr.  Windell 
Jackson  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  on  the  first  topic  —  the  quanti- 
ty and  use  of  pesticides  to  control  the 
sugarcane  borer.  The  current  pest 
management  practices  were  discussed 
and  the  current  usage  of  azinphos- 
methyl  was  estimated.  They  concluded 
that  for  the  present  IPM  system  to  con- 
tinue to  function  in  an  effective  manner. 


consultants  and  farmers  must  have 
alternatives  such  as  choice  and  rates  of 
chemical  to  offer  optimum  borer  control 
for  specific  conditions.  Azinphosmethyl 
has  been  an  important  component  of  the 
decision  making  process  and  its  elimina- 
tion could  affect  the  permanency  of  this 
system. 

Dr.  Gene  Reagan  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center,  provided  testimony 
prepared  along  with  Dr.  Calvin  Viator, 
crop  consultant  in  Thibodaux,  and  Mr. 
Chris  Mattingly,  grower  from  Pain- 
courtville  on  the  second  topic  —  efficien- 
cy of  the  various  pesticide  controls  of 
sugarcane  borer.  They  noted  that  from 
among  all  of  the  various  insecticides 
evaluated  and/or  used  for  borer  control, 
azinphosmethyl  has  proven  to  be  the 
most  effective  over  the  widest  range  of 
control  situations  and  environmental 
conditions.  They  concluded  with 
methods  for  reducing  the  usage  of  azin- 
phosmethyl through  alternating  ap- 
plications of  materials  and  mixing  of 
materials.  In  order  to  add  needed  flex- 
ibility, they  suggested  that  additional 
labels  were  needed  to  increase  the  en- 
vironmental responsibility  of  the 
management  system. 

Dr.  Darryl  Rester  of  the  LSU  Agri- 
cultural   Center   delivered   testimony 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


The  saga  continues.  And,  like  most 
sagas,  we  hold  no  hope  that  this  one  will 
be  resolved  anytime  soon. 

We  refer,  of  course,  to  the  budget 
problems  facing  the  state  and  the  Gover- 
nor and/or  Legislature's  plan,  or  lack 
thereof,  to  solve  those  problems. 

As  most  of  you  know  by  now,  a  three 
week  Special  Session  will  be  called 
March  7  so  the  Legislature  can  effect 
budget  cuts  and  increase  taxes.  While 
there  was  little,  if  any,  support  for  a  two 
week  special  session  because  legislators 
were  concerned  that  two  weeks  was  not 
sufficient  time  to  make  cuts  and  in- 
crease taxes,  it  now  appears  that  an  ex- 
tra seven  days  will  have  magical  powers 
and  allow  enough  time. 

Do  we  buy  this?  No. 


Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

@  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


Do  most  of  the  legislators  buy  this? 
No. 

So  why  is  the  Legislature  going  in- 
to special  session?  Good  question. 

Apparently,  Gov.  Edwards  gave 
some  legislators  the  impression  that  he 
would  support  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  allow  budget  cuts  in  constitu- 
tionally protected  areas  such  as  educa- 
tion and  highway  trust  funds,  allowing 
the  legislators  more  leeway  in  balanc- 
ing the  budget.  The  theory  was  that  if 
the  public  were  to  give  the  Legislature 
more  authority  to  cut  in  areas  other 
than  higher  education  and  health,  then 
the  taxes  likely  to  be  passed  in  the 
special  session  wouldn't  be  necessary 
and  could  be  voided  at  a  later  special  ses- 
sion following  the  regular  session.  That, 
in  addition  to  the  three  week  term  of  the 
session,  led  some  legislators  to  support 
the  idea  of  a  special  session. 

However,  as  it  turns  out,  there  was 
a  misunderstanding  between  the  Gover- 
nor and  legislators.  The  Grovernor  meant 
that  he  would  support  a  constitutional 
amendment  during  the  session  but  not 
for  a  vote  of  the  people.  Thus,  it  appears 
that  the  concept  of  the  constitutional 
amendment,  at  least  on  the  Governor's 
part,  was  simply  a  new  strategy  for  in- 
creasing taxes. 

While  there  is  still  some  hope  that 
the  Legislature  will  produce  a  budget 
bill  comprised  of  budget  cuts  and  tax  in- 
creases (as  opposed  to  only  tax  in- 
creases), we  do  not  believe  this  is 
realistic.  The  consensus  simply  does  not 
exist. 

Most  likely,  the  three  week  special 
session  will  be  an  exercise  in  futility  at 
substantial    cost    to    taxpayers.    The 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

NEW  STATE  REGULATIONS  AFFECT 
FARM  AND  MILL  RESIDUES 


After  many  months  of  argument  and 
controversy,  it  now  appears  that  revised 
solid  waste  management  regulations 
proposed  by  the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality  will  become 
law.  Although  the  most  recent  version 
of  the  proposed  rules  was  rejected  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  Natural 
Resource  Committee  on  February  2, 
1993,  Governor  Edwards  overruled  on 
February  5,  1993  and  validated  the 
regulations. 

The  new  solid  waste  management 
rules  were  opposed  by  environmen- 
talists who  thought  the  rules  too  lenient 
and  by  the  regulated  community  who 
thought  the  rules  too  strict.  League 
representatives  were  advised  by  LDEQ 
officials  that  the  final  regulations  would 
give  special  status  to  agricultural 
residues,  considering  them  as  resources 
rather  than  waste  materials  provided 
these  residues  are  properly  utilized  and 
not  indiscriminately  stockpiled  and/or 
discarded.  Because  of  these  assurances, 
agricultural  interests  did  not  oppose 
final  adoption  of  the  revised  rules. 

The  new  rules  present  both  a 
challenge  and  an  opportunity  for  the 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry.  On  one 
hand  the  new  rules  prohibit  some  long 
established  practices  such  as  depositing 
and  abandoning  agricultural  residues 
on  otherwise  unused  lands,  but  on  the 
other  hand  the  rules  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  agricultural  interests  to 
develop  and  use  the  most  economical 
and  practical  systems  for  either  commer- 
cial use  of  residual  materials  or  return- 
ing residues  to  farmlands  for  soil  conser- 
vation and  crop  production  improve- 
ment. Sugar  mills  produce  enormous 
quantities  of  bagasse,  bagasse  ash,  and 


organic-rich  muds  from  cane  washing 
and  filter  presses,  all  of  which  if  proper- 
ly handled  and  returned  to  farmlands 
can  increase  sugar  cane  productivity. 
Under  the  new  solid  waste  regulations, 
agricultural  residues  from  farms  and 
mills  can  escape  the  new  and  expensive 
permitting  and  disposal  fees,  operating 
costs  and  fines  if  the  residuals  are 
handled  in  accord  with  a  "Best  Manage- 
ment Practices"  or  BMP  Plan  that  has 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

The  BMP  plan  referred  to  in  the  new 
solid  waste  regulations  is  not  the  same 
as  the  BMP  for  sugar  cane  production 
recently  released  by  the  U.S.  Soil  Con- 
servation Service,  although  the  BMP  to 
be  developed  for  handling  sugar  factory 
and  cane  farm  residues  would  need  to  be 
complimentary. 

Agriculture  in  Louisiana,  and 
especially  the  sugar  cane  industry,  is  in- 
deed fortunate  to  have  this  window  of 
opportunity  to  "clean  up  its  act"  in 
regard  to  residuals  management  before 
Federal  and  State  regulators,  who  are 
usually  not  fully  informed  or  sym- 
pathetic, dictate  how  their  problems 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call  1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  warranty  on  engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel 
assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thonnson  Her- 
cules Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or 
(504)  473-6162. 

FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office  or  (318)  856-7948  home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augers.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504) 
265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L 
Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  Gooseneck  Trailer  with  Winch,  Dove  Tail  and  Ramps,  Tandum  Dual  Wheels.  Extra  Heavy  Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache 
Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


PLEASE  SEE  PAGE  13  FOR  GLOBAL  STEEL  BUILDINGS  AD 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTC  4  Hydraulic  Extra  Nice  $22,500  &  $28,500,  1978  310  Steiger 
$12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846  Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000.  Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape.  Call  Jim  at  (318)  394-9991. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has  2  year  warranty  on  engine.  Asking  $65,000. 
Call  (504)  532-3160. 

FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for  Transloader  in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504) 
627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4430  Powershift;  1  JD  220  21'  Disc;  1  JD  4240  Powershift;  1  JD  4230;  2  Int'l  1066;  1  Int'l  806; 
1  Midland  21'  Disc;  1  Int'l  966;  1  Int'l  1566;  1  Case  1294;  2  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  Wheels;  2  Land  Levels  40'  long;  1  3-row 
Trip  Bottom  Plow;  2  JD  1640  Discs;  2  3-row  Choppers.  New  Ditch  Cleaners,  New  Box  Scrappers  and  Clippers.  Will  Take  Trade. 
Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  3  Row  Cameco  Shaver,  2  —  Int  Hi  Clearance  966,  2  —  Single  Axle  Transfer  Carts.  Call  31 8  856-4622  or  31 8  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  504  687-3683  or  687-6713. 


FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1066  High  Clearance  —  $10,000;  Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1486 
Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1466  Cab  &  Air  &  Duals  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Transloader  mounted  on  Cherry 
Truck  —  $10,000;  John  Deere  2950  Tractor  Cab  &  Air  —  $18,000.  Call  (504)  545-3170  or  (504)  545-3761. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvestor  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted  on  XT-190  Tractor;  3  Row  Covering 
Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides.  Call  John  Andries  at  (318)  346-7710. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $18,000.00  Call  night  only  (504)  785-1078. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190  with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used 
4'  Planters  —  $1,800  each;  1  —  Huskey  Brute  160  Transloader  —  $3,900;  2  —  40'  x  100'  Building  Frame  no  tin  —  $3,000  each; 
1  —  1982  Versatile  555  Dual  with  3  Point  —  $16,500;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator  —  $2,800.  Call  (318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494, 


FOR  SALE:  Chain  Filer  for  Broussard  Loader  —  $2,200.  Call  (504)  473-6575  after  6:00  p. 


FOR  SALE:  1976  Broussard  Self  Propelled  Loader  with  Chain  Filer  and  Ditching  Attachment.  Contact  Frank  at  (504)  265-4061 
(Daytime). 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  40'  2  Compartment  Cane  Trailer,  New  Tires  and  Brakes,  Rebuilt  Axles,  28  Ton  Capacity  —  $8,000.  Call  (504) 
369-2265  -  Daytime  —  (504)  369-6645  —  Night, 


FOR  SALE:  1175  CS  Tractor;  New  Overhauled  S-15  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter;  3145  Catapillar  Engine;  Double  Flight  Broussard  Cane 
Loader  mounted  on  a  190  Tractor;  Motor  Needs  Work,  Shoemaker  3  Row;  Good  Condition  2  MTX  800  Motorola  Radios  with  Charger. 
Call  (504)  545-8189, 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


SO  WHAT'S  NEW? 


'The  sugar  planter  of  Louisiana  is 
both  an  agriculturalist  and  a  manufac- 
turer. He  grows  the  cane  and  then 
manufactures  it  into  sugar  and 
molasses.  Therefore  to  attain  the  most 
beneficial  results,  a  Sugar  Experiment 
Station  should  conduct  experiments  in 
the  field,  laboratory  and  sugar  house. 
Agriculture,  chemistry  and  mechanics 
are  the  sciences  which  must  contribute 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
sugar  industry". 

This  statement,  which  can  hardly  be 
improved  upon,  comes  from  Bulletin  #10 
of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Experiement 
Station,  directed  by  Wm.  C.  Stubbs,  and 
published  in  1887.  We  have  been  going 
through  some  old  stored  material  that 
had  not  been  looked  at  for  many  years 
to  decide  what  should  be  done  with  it. 
Most  was  sent  to  the  Hill  Memorial 
Library  at  LSU,  but  some  of  the  more 
choice  material,  such  as  the  old  reports 
quoted  above,  have  been  kept  at  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  There  is  much 
fascinating  information  in  this  material 
and  the  contrast  between  what  was 
known  and  understood  then  and  now  is 
illuminating.  Our  understanding  of  the 
basic  science  of  sugarcane  processing 
has,  of  course,  improved  but  the  prac- 
tical problems  faced  by  the  processors  re- 
main similar. 

In  the  bulletin  quoted  above  a 
description  is  given  of  the  first  pilot 
plant  equipment  and  some  of  the  people 
involved.  The  style  of  writing  is  quite 
different,  being  less  restrained  than  that 
with  which  we  are  now  familiar.  For  ex- 


ample "...  the  Station  has  a  volunteer 
assistant,  whose  rare  mechanical 
genius,  love  of  machinery,  experience  in 
a  sugar  house  and  persistent  industry 
was  fully  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  the 
subsequent  working  of  the  sugar  house 
gave  indisputable  evidence  of  his  fitness 

At  the  time  these  early  reports  were 
written,  generally  accepted  standard 
methods  for  cane  analysis  had  recently 
been  adopted  and  there  is  much  discus- 
sion of  data  from  other  cane  areas  and 
the  importance  of  correct  topping  of  the 
cane  to  maximize  sugar  yield.  On  the 
composition  of  cane,  the  following 
statements  are  made  —  "The  juice  ob- 
tained by  pressure  usually  contains 
nearly  all  the  substances  found  in  the 
cane,  showing  that  the  sucrose  found  in 
the  cane  is  accompanied  by  a  large 
number  of  soluble  substances,  of  a  more 
or  less  variable  nature,  some  useful, 
some  indifferent,  and  others  positively 
noxious  to  the  product  we  wish  to  ex- 
tract, by  conversion  into  glucose,  or  by 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


1. 

A.  H.  Gay 

October 

1922 

-  September  1924 

2. 

E.  A.  Burguieres 

October 

1924 

-  September  1925 

3. 

S.  C.  Munson 

October 

1925 

-  September  1927 

4. 

D.  W.  Pipes,  Jr. 

October 

1927 

-  September  1929 

5. 

C.  D.  Kemper 

October 

1929 

-  September  1931 

6. 

Percy  A.  Lemann 

October 

1931 

-  September  1933 

7. 

R.  H.  Chadwick 

October 

1933 

-  September  1935 

8. 

R.  L.  Baker 

October 

1935 

-  September  1937 

9. 

Edward  J.  Gay 

October 

1937 

-  September  1939 

10. 

W.  F.  Giles 

October 

1939 

-  September  1941 

11. 

W.  C.  Kemper 

October 

1941 

-  September  1943 

12. 

J.  J.  Shaffer,  Jr. 

October 

1943 

-  September  1945 

13. 

George  L.  Billeaud 

October 

1945 

-  September  1947 

14. 

M.  J.  Foster 

October 

1947 

-  September  1949 

15. 

J.  J.  Munson 

October 

1949 

-  September  1951 

16. 

L.  A.  Borne 

,    October 

1951 

■  September  1953 

17. 

J.  P.  Duhe 

October 

1953 

-  September  1955 

18. 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr. 

October 

1955 

■  September  1957 

19. 

Bronier  Thibaut 

October 

1957 

-  September  1959 

20. 

Warren  Harang,  Jr. 

October 

1959 

■  September  1961 

21. 

T.  M.  Barker 

October 

1961 

-  September  1963 

22. 

Andrew  P.  Gay 

October 

1963 

'  September  1965 

23. 

William  S.  Chadwick 

October 

1965 

■  September  1967 

24. 

J.  Malcolm  Duhe 

October 

1967 

-  September  1969 

25. 

Thomas  H.  Allen 

October 

1969 

-  September  1971 

26. 

James  Thibaut 

October 

1971 

■  September  1973 

27. 

Charles  Savoie 

October 

1973 

■  September  1975 

28. 

Edward  Supple 

October 

1975 

-  September  1977 

29. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

October 

1977 

■  September  1979 

30. 

Ramon  E.  Billeaud 

October 

1979 

-  September  1981 

31. 

Kenneth  H.  Kahao 

October 

1981 

-  September  1983 

32. 

John  Thibaut 

October 

1983 

-  September  1985 

33. 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 

October 

1985 

■  September  1987 

34. 

Fred  Y.  Clark 

October 

1987  - 

February  1989 

35. 

William  S.  Patout,  III 

February  1989  - 

February  1991 

36. 

Daniel  P.  Viator 

February  1991  ■ 

February  1993 
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prepared  along  with  Dr.  Dale  Pollet  of 
the  LSU  Ag  Center,  Dr.  Henry  Long, 
crop  consultant  in  Thibodaux,  and  Mr. 
Willie  Melancon,  aerial  applicator  in 
Donaldsonville  on  the  third  topic  —  pest 
management  practices  and  risk  reduc- 
tion. The  team  effort  to  eliminate  en- 
vironmental problems  following  the 
1991  season  was  discussed  along  with 
the  numerous  meetings  held  to  provide 
training.  New  regulations  concerning 
application  techniques  were  also 
discussed.  It  was  concluded  that  addi- 
tional insecticides  and  mixtures  of 
various  materials  would  be  a  tremen- 
dous asset.  Among  other  changes  sug- 
gested was  the  regulation  of  spray 
adjuvants. 

Dr.  Dale  Pollet  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  provided  testimony 
prepared  along  with  Dr.  Jack  Bagent  of 
the  LSU  Ag  Center,  Mr.  John  Gay, 
grower  from  Plaquemine  and  Mr.  Her- 
man Waguespack,  Jr.  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  on  the  fourth  topic 
—  cost  of  sugarcane  borer  control. 
Figures  were  presented  as  to  the  dollars 
spent  to  control  the  sugarcane  borer  and 
the  value  of  crop  loss  if  azinphosmethyl 
was  not  available.  It  was  noted  that  the 
loss  of  this  insecticide  would  create  in- 
creases in  the  overall  cost  of  sugarcane 
borer  control,  increased  pesticide  for  ap- 
plication, increased  flying  costs,  poten- 
tial release  of  a  secondary  pest  (the 
yellow  sugarcane  aphid),  and  a  greatly 
increased  potential  for  resistance 
through  the  repeated  use  of  a  single 
pesticide.  The  potential  exists  for  the 
reduction  in  predator  population  which 
would  add  to  the  borer  problem  and 
cause  additional  loss  in  yield. 

Dr.  Mary  Grodner  of  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  gave  testimony 
prepared    along    with    Dr.     Philip 


Robichaux  of  Gulf  Air  Enterprises  in 
Thibodaux  and  also  a  surgeon  in  the 
Thibodaux  area,  and  Dr.  Guy  Willis 
with  USDA-ARS  in  Baton  Rouge  on  the 
fifth  topic  —  environmental  and  human 
health  effects  from  control  of  sugarcane 
borer.  Run-off  data  for  azinphosmethyl 
was  discussed  as  well  as  toxicity  levels 
and  effects  on  wildlife  for  all  labeled 
borer  control  compounds.  They  noted 
that  although  all  of  the  available  com- 
pounds have  potential  in  causing  en- 
vironmental problems,  azinphosmethyl 
when  properly  applied,  can  be  used  with 
no  adverse  environmental  or  human 
health  effects.  Dr.  Robichaux  added  that 
he  sees  at  least  one  new  case  of  lung 
cancer  every  week  in  the  area  in  which 
he  has  patients.  In  nearly  all  cases 
cigarette  smoking  is  associated  and  in 
no  case  has  there  been  any  association 
to  pesticides. 

There  were  many  other  speakers 
who  delivered  testimony  in  favor  of  the 
use  of  azinphosmethyl  throughout  the 
day  including  Commissioner  Bob  Odom 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  & 
Forestry,  Dr.  Calvin  Viator  who  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  Agriculture  Consultants 
Association,  and  Daniel  Gonsoulin  who 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Acadiana  Sus- 
tainable Louisiana  Agricultural  Work- 
ing Group.  Dr.  Henry  Long,  crop  consul- 
tant from  Thibodaux  delivered 
testimony  describing  much  of  the 
history  and  development  of  the  in- 
tegrated pest  management  program 
which  is  currently  in  use.  He  also 
pointed  out  the  tremendous  increase  in 
sugar  per  acre  yields  (34%)  which  this 
industry  experienced  during  the  decade 
following  the  incorporation  of  this  IPM 
system  and  the  use  of  a  synthetic 
organic  insecticide.  He  concluded  that 
with    additional    insecticides,    much 

(Continued  on  page  17) 


16 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Safety  Consultant  Murray  Landry  on  the  left  presents  a  safety  plaque 
to  Kenneth  Peltier,  General  Manager  of  Caldwell  Sugars  Cooperative, 
Inc.  Caldwell  Sugars  earned  the  safety  award  by  achieving  a  no  loss  time 
accident  record  for  1992  while  totaling  141,517  man  hours. 


FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  16) 


less  azinphosmethyl  would  be  used 
especially  during  rainy  weather  and  the 
impact  on  the  environment  would  be 
lessened. 

Mr.  John  Evans,  grower  from  Iber- 
ville Parish,  spoke  on  behalf  of  "or- 
dinary, hardworking  farmers  who  toil 
every  year  to  supply  the  sugar  needs  of 
our  great  nation."  He  described  the 
farmer  as  a  protector  of  his  resources 
since  the  land  and  the  water  are  so  vital 
to  his  survival.  He  also  summarized  the 
outstanding  productivity  of  American 
agriculture  and  the  necessity  of  keeping 
the  inputs  needed  for  the  farmer  to  con- 
tinue to  provide  Americans  with  the 
most  abundant,  cheapest  and  safest  food 
supply  in  the  world.  After  discussing 


each  of  the  five  points  requested  by  the 
EPA,  he  concluded  with  a  request  for  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  impact  of 
the  decision  on  azinphosmethyl  and  that 
it  be  based  on  scientific  evidence. 

The  public  hearing  which  lasted 
from  1:00  pm  until  about  7:00  pm  was 
very  well  attended  by  both  proponents 
and  opponents  of  the  use  of  azin- 
phosmethyl. Both  had  their  chance  to 
make  comments  and  it  is  hoped  that 
EPA  looks  clearly  at  the  scientific  facts 
concerning  the  ecological  impact  of  this 
pesticide.  It  is  expected  that  the  agency 
will  make  a  decision  very  shortly  on  the 
outcome  of  borer  control  measures  in  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


the  new  administration  will  not  walk 
away  from  the  negotiating  table.  It  may 
in  fact  give  the  U.S.  more  negotiating 
leverage  to  gain  changes  to  the  Dunkel 
text  that  were  proposed  at  the  end  of  last 
year.  Kantor  also  emphasized  in  a  sep- 
arate interview  on  February  12  that  he 
would  not  favor  setting  a  new  deadline 
for  completing  the  Uruguay  Round,  stat- 
ing that  he  has  "found  that  in  negotia- 
tions time  tables  aren't  very  helpful." 

An  interagency  GATT  working 
group  has  been  created  by  the  newly 
formed  National  Economic  Council.  The 
working  group  is  chaired  by  former  Am- 
bassador to  the  GATT,  Rufus  Yerxa, 
who  is  expected  to  succeed  Jules  Katz  as 
the  number  two  at  USTR.  It  is  this 


group  which  will  decide  the  length  of  ex- 
tension for  the  fast  track  authority 
which  will  be  referred  to  the  Congress 
for  approval. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  USDA  reports  that  the  produc- 
tion of  sugarcane  for  sugar  and  seed  is 
forecast  at  a  record  high  30.9  million 
tons.  This  is  unchanged  from  the  last 
forecast  published  in  the  report  in  mid- 
January  and  represents  a  two  percent 
increase  from  last  year's  output.  The 
Florida  forecast  was  evaluated  and 
resulted  in  no  change  in  production.  The 
forecasts  for  Hawaii,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas  were  carried  forward  from  an 
earlier  forecast. 


SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED, 

YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 

BY  USE,  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-1992 

USE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PR0DUCTI0N1 

AND 
STATE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

For  Sugar 

FL 

1,000  > 

428.0 

\CRES 

434.0 

TO 

34.9 

MS 

33.5 

1,000  TONS 

14,874       14,937       14,539 

H|2 

67.4 

64.0 

86.9 

91.0 

6,538 

5,857 

5,824 

LA2 

321.0 

345.0 

22.1 

22.5 

4,150 

7,090 

7,763 

TX2 

33.2 

37.4 

32.4 

35.0 

913 

1,076 

1,309 

US 

849.6 

880.4 

34.1 

33.4 

26,475 

28,960 

29,435 

For  Seed 

FL 

15.0 

16.0 

34.9 

33.5 

533 

524 

536 

H|2 

6.6 

6.5 

30.9 

26.0 

185 

204 

169 

LA2 

24.0 

30.0 

22.1 

22.5 

906 

530 

675 

TX2 

1.7 

1.6 

20.0 

23.0 

37 

34 

37 

US 

47.3 

54.1 

27.3 

26.2 

1,661 

1.292 

1,417 

For  Sugar 
and  Seed 

FL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

H|2 

74.0 

70.5 

81.9 

85.0 

6,723 

6,061 

5,993 

LA2 

345.0 

375.0 

22.1 

22.5 

5,056 

7,620 

8,438 

TX2 

34.9 

39.0 

31.8 

34.5 

950 

1,110 

1,346 

US 

896.9 

934.5 

33.7 

33.0 

28,136 

30,252 

30,852 

1  NET  TONS. 

2  CURRENT  ESTIMATE  CARRIED  FORWARD  FROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


potential  exists  for  some  budget  cuts  to 
be  made  during  the  regular  session  but 
they  will  not  be  enough  to  eliminate  the 
need  to  raise  taxes.  The  Legislature  will 
then  need  to  return  in  a  special  session 
immediately  following  the  regular  ses- 
sion to  raise  taxes,  most  likely  through 
sales  tax  increases. 

Following  is  Gov.  Edwards'  proposal 
to  resolve  the  budget  shortfall. 

•  10  cents  per  gallon  gasoline  tax 
increase  (to  raise  $200  million). 

•  5.75  mill  statewide  property  tax 
(to  raise  $70  million). 

•  removal  of  some  existing  sales  tax 
exemptions  (totaling  $100 
million). 

•  suspend  $110  million  in  insurance 
and  inventory  tax  credits. 


increase  projections  of  revenues 
from  the  yet-to-be-built  New 
Orleans  casino. 

a  budget  freeze. 

increased  revenues  from  a  New 
Orleans  charity  hospital's  opera- 
tions and  health  department 
reductions. 


MACLEAN  LAND  SERVICES,  INC. 

—  Since  1980  — 

Agricultural  Consultation 
Land  Management  Plans 
Land  Damage  Assessments 
Land  Evaluations  and  Appraisals 


Paul  Maclean 
P.O.  Box  3620 
Houma,  LA  70361 


Phone 
504/868-4963 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTKNI  •  SUPER  STRENQTN 

7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE      (Continued  from  page  11) 


must  be  solved  and  hand  agriculture  the 
bill  for  all  costs.  Those  that  complain 
that  it  is  unfair  to  impose  urban  en- 
vironmental protection  standards  on 
farmers  because  it  is  urban  development 
that  encroached  on  agricultural  areas 
and  not  the  reverse,  had  better  wake  up 
and  get  with  the  program.  The  sugar 
cane  industry  simply  cannot  offend  its 
new  neighbors  with  foul  smells,  smoke 
or  dust,  unsightly  trash  on  public  and 
private  property,  water  pollution  and 
fish  kills.  It  is  not  a  complement  to  the 
industry  that  Lafayette  Parish  recent- 
ly passed  an  ordinance  providing  for 
$500  fines  and  up  to  30  days  in  jail  for 
cane  farmers  that  do  not  clean  their 
mud  and  cane  stalk  mess  from  public 
roadways  and  ditches.  The  mess  that 
sugar  cane  farmers  have  left  on  road- 
ways is  blamed  for  much  of  the  "non- 


point  source"  water  pollution  problem  in 
south  Louisiana.  Sooner  or  later, 
Federal  and  State  authorities  will  crack 
down  if  the  sugar  cane  industry  does  not 
solve  the  problem  first.  It  would  be  much 
better  for  farmers  to  get  paid  for  cane 
delivered  to  a  mill  rather  than  fined  for 
cane  wasted  in  route  to  a  mill. 

It  is  now  urgent  that  the  sugar  cane 
industry  cooperate  with  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  LSU 
Agriculture  Center  in  developing  BMP 
plans  that  farmers  and  mills  are  capable 
of  implementing  and  which  provide  the 
greatest  benefit  to  both  agriculture  and 
the  environment.  There  is  no  time 
schedule  in  the  new  regulations,  and 
therefore  an  acceptable  Best  Manage- 
ment Practices  (BMP)  Plan  is  needed  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  developed  and  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


M/ 


specializing  in 
Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


f 


m 


available  with  200  or  300 

gallon  tanks 

sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

Hydraulic  arms  with  break 

away  design 

3  or  5  row  manifold 

PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

uses  spraying  systems 

components 


Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

1 

For  more  information  call 

(318)  394-4801     or     1-800-732-3787 
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(Continued  from  page  13) 


preventing  its  crystallization.  In  the 
sugar  house  these  foreign  bodies  are  far 
from  being  without  influence  upon  our 
operations,  and  if  we  wish  to  succeed 
under  all  circumstances,  we  should 
study  the  action  of  each  in  detail,  as  well 
as  the  influence  of  air,  weather,  light 
and  heat,  upon  our  juices  and  syrups." 

After  this  follows  a  description  of  the 
effects  on  process  of  the  various  com- 
ponents of  the  cane.  The  terminology 
has  changed  and  we  now  understand  the 
chemistry  much  better,  but  the  bottom 
line  —  good  quality  juice  with  minimal 
inversion  and  prevention  of  gums  —  re- 
mains the  same. 

In  several  of  the  bulletins  reference 
is  made  to  the  diffusion  process  for  ex- 
traction. This  appears  to  have  been  a 
batch  process  in  which  the  shredded 
cane  was  steeped  several  times  in  hot 
water  until  the  residual  brix  was  suf- 
ficiently low.  Some  remarkable  results 
were  reported  and  Bulletin  #14  (1888) 
concludes  with  — 

*'In  the  last  quarter  of  a  century 
wonderful  progress  has  been  made  in 
machinery  for  making  sugar,  so  that  the 
yield  per  ton  of  cane  has  been  gradually 


increasing  until  today  the  startling  an- 
nouncement is  made  that  by  diffusion  at 
Magnolia  plantation  231  lbs.  of  sugar 
per  ton  of  cane  has  been  obtained.  Such 
progress  in  a  few  years  is  almost  incredi- 
ble. The  open  kettle  has  been  supplanted 
by  the  vacuum  strike  pan;  the  cen- 
trifugal purges  in  a  few  moments  and  in 
a  much  more  satisfactory  manner,  the 
massecuite  that  once  drained  for  weeks 
in  the  purging.  The  evaporation  in 
vacuo  by  the  simple,  cheap  and 
economical  double,  triple  or  quadruple 
effect  is  as  far  superior  to  the  open  pans, 
as  this  is  to  the  iron  kettle.  The  three 
roller  mill  banished  the  two  vertical 
rolls,  to  be  in  turn  overshadowed  by  the 
five  roller.  Even  these,  with  a  shredder 
attachment,  is  now  subordinated  in  its 
efficiency  to  the  diffusion  cells,  a 
recognition  of  the  superiority  of 
chemical  effect  over  mechanical  power." 
"Such  has  been  the  marvellous 
march  of  mechanical  improvement  in 
the  manufacture  of  sugar.  Has  the 
agriculture  of  sugar  kept  pace  with  its 
mechanics!  By  no  means!  The  reasons 
for  this,  numerous  and  incontrovertible, 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  21) 


need  not  be  given  here.  Suffice  to  say, 
that  in  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  a 
large  portion  of  our  time  must  be 
devoted  to  an  education  of  the  cane 
plant.  It  must  be  sent  to  school  and  be 
made  to  imbibe  in  large  quantities  those 
ingredients  which  shall  cause  its  cells  to 
distend  with  saccharine  life  ..." 

Great  reading  —  it  is  perhaps  to  be 
regretted  that  we  do  not  write  our 
technical  reports  in  this  form.  What  is 
clear  from  all  these  reports  is  that  the 
basic  technology  for  sugar  production 
from  cane  has  not  changed  significant- 
ly in  the  last  hundred  years.  A  sugar 
technologist  named  Rip  van  Winkle 
would  be  at  home  in  a  modern  mill,  and 
he  would  be  very  pleased  with  the  in- 
crease in  size  and  efficiency  of  mills  and 
equipment.  His  biggest  surprise  would 
probably  be  the  importance  of  automa- 
tion and  the  low  manpower  require- 


ments of  the  modern  sugar  factory. 

Factors  that  are  a  constant  concern 
of  present  day  management  but  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  old  reports  are  the  im- 
pact of  government  regulations  and  en- 
vironmental pressures.  Some  of  the 
materials  proposed  for  purification  and 
decolorization,  e.g.  lignite  or  soft  coal, 
would  be  totally  unacceptable  today.  En- 
vironmental concerns  seem  to  have  been 
totally  neglected  and  the  statement  is 
made  (Bulletin  #10)  that  "Few  planters 
have  even  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
amount  of  sugar  emptied  into  the 
ditches  during  the  grinding  season." 
Given  last  year's  data  on  the  quantity 
and  composition  of  filter  cake,  the  situa- 
tion may  not  have  improved  very  much. 
Those  of  us  with  the  responsibility  of  im- 
proving the  technology  of  the  industry 
must  be  looking  forward  but  not  without 
a  clear  picture  of  whence  we  came. 


NEW  MODEL  8240  FORD  POWERSTAR  TRACTOR 


•  96  P.T.O.  HORSEPOWER 

•  6  CYLINDER  456  CID.DIESEL  ENGINE 

•  12x12  SYNCHRONIZED  OR  16x16 
PULSE  COMMAND  TRANSMISSION 

•  POWER  STEERING 

•  540/1000  RPM  PTO 

•  4  WHEEL  DRIVE 

•  CROP  CLEARANCE-OVER  22  INCHES 
vw.  •  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 

•  TWO  SPOOL  HYDRAULIC  REMOTES 
WITH  4  OUTLETS 

•  FACTORY  INSTALLED  CAB  WITH 
AIR-CONDITIONING 

Ask  about  our  low  interest  finance 
rate  of  6.90%  60  months  with  small- 
down  payment  on  annual  payments. 


Electronic  draft 

control  at  your 

fingertips 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC, 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST.         ford  new  Holland     Out  of  town  call  toll  free 

1  800-969-0068 


HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 
PHONE  504/876-2280 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASHLAND  CHEMICAL 
1109  S.  Choctaw  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398 
NapoleonvUle,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 
11764  Haymarket  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 
Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 
Pelican  State  Division 
12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 
HOGAN,  &  MAHER 
Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096,  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Main  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108 
420  Mississippi  St. 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charies  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airiine  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 
1800E,  County  Line  Road 
P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
Route  7,  Box  49-F 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 
P.O.  Box  12014 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 
P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 
P.O.  Box  11509 
New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 
A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  & 
HARDWARE  CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620,  New  Orieans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607 
St.  MartinviUe,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charies  Avenue 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 
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Building  Bigger 

Sugarcane  Profits 

Bequires  The 

BIPHT  TaoLS. 


You  won't  find  a  better  tool  for  boosting  sugarcane  profits  than  ASULOX^ 
brand  herbicide.  ASULOX^  lets  you  control  rhizone  johnsongrass  up  to  18 
inches  tall  in  Louisiana*  when  the  proper  rate  of  8  pints  per  acre  is  used. 
It  also  delivers  powerful  control  of  a  host  of  other  problem  grasses.  And 
no  other  herbicide  is  as  gentle  to  your  cane. 
ASULOX*^:  The  right  tool  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


ASULOX 


Brand  Herbicide 
*  EPA  #246-447 

^  RHONE-POULENC  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park, 

NC  27709.  For  additional  product  information,  please  call:  1-800-334-9745.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Rhone-Pouienc.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow  label  directions.  C'1993  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Ag  Company 
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THE  MAXXUM'  SHUTTLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or  vice   versa. 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J,  Melancon 


As  I  write  this  first  article  for 
publication  in  the  Sugar  Bulletin,  I  con- 
template in  my  mind  the  desire  to  pen 
several  decades  of  articles  for  you. 

Most  of  you  who  have  known  me  for 
the  past  years  know  my  heart  has 
always,  I  guess  in  some  way  or  another, 
been  with  the  sugar  people  of  Louisiana. 
Since  my  father  was  associated  with  the 
processing  end  of  the  sugar  business,  I 
grew  up  feeling  that  the  sugar  industry 
has  always  been  a  part  of  my  life  and  my 
family's. 

Now  as  your  President  and  General 
Manager  I  truly  have  the  opportunity  to 
work  for  and  with  the  sugar  communi- 
ty. You,  the  people  of  the  sugar  industry. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


have  always  been  a  strong  willed  and 
determined  group.  I  don't  think  the 
word  "can't"  can  be  found  in  your 
vocabulary.  It  is  proven  by  the  mere  fact 
that  the  sugar  industry  will  be  200  years 
old  in  Louisiana  in  1995.  Do  you  realize 
that  America  is  only  217  years  old,  hav- 
ing survived  wars  with  its  homeland,  a 
civil  war,  and  other  world  wars  since  its 
inception?  Sugar  and  the  sugar  in- 
dustry, along  with  the  people  who  make 
up  the  industry,  have  gone  through  all 
these  conflicts  and  have  become  more 
unified.  Additionally,  we  have  survived 
hurricanes,  floods,  freezes,  and  other 
natural  disasters  along  with  the  con- 
stant battles  concerning  tariffs  and  im- 
ports that  have  been  a  part  of  our  in- 
dustry for  decades.  You  can  be  proud  of 
your  forefathers  and  the  things  ac- 
complished as  a  united  group.  I  can  now 
be  proud  to  say  that  I  am  truly  a  part 
of  an  industry  and  people  that  I  have 
long  admired.  It  has  been  a  long  time  in 
coming  for  me,  but  I  guess  you  might 
say  that  "I  have  come  home." 

I  look  forward  to  my  new  career  with 
you,  the  League,  and  pledge  to  you  my 
hardest  efforts  to  guide  you  and  the  in- 
dustry into  the  next  century. 
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p.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles  Wins 
Sugar  Man  of  the  Year"  Award 


P.J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  former  Vice 
President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  was 
recognized  as  "Sugar  Man  of  the  Year 
—  1992"  when  he  received  the 
sweetener  industry's  most  coveted  prize, 
the  Dyer  Memorial  Award.  Industry 
leaders  from  across  the  nation  convened 
for  the  presentation  of  the  35th  con- 
secutive annual  award  at  a  luncheon 
held  at  the  Marriott  Airport  Hotel  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey  on  March  24, 1993. 

Mr.  deGravelles  was  cited  for  his 
lifelong  involvement  in  the  production 
and  promotion  of  the  sugar  industry  in 
Louisiana  and  outstanding  leadership 
during  a  period  of  increased  government 
regulation,  legislative  and  trade  policy 
challenges  and  production  uncertainty. 

Mr.  deGravelles  first  made  his  mark 
on  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  as  a 
producer,  joining  his  father  in  farming 
120  acres.  Mr.  deGravelles  expanded 
and  incorporated  the  family  business  to 
form  Teche  Planting  Company,  Inc.,  and 
served  as  President  before  selling  the 
business  to  a  consortium  of  employees 
in  1986. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  deGravelles'  suc- 
cess in  the  field,  his  contributions  as  a 
leader  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
are  numerous.  In  1977  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Board  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  an  organization 
dedicated  to  promoting  and  protecting 
the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry.  During 
his  more  than  20  years  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  League,  Mr.  deGravelles 
chaired  many  important  committees,  in- 
cluding the  National  Legislative  Com- 
mittee Mr.  deGravelles  has  also  ardent- 
ly supported  the  League's  involvement 


in  research  and  development  of  new 
sugarcane  varieties  and  of  improved 
technologies  in  agricultural  practices 
and  raw  sugar  processing. 

As  Vice  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  League,  a  position  he 
held  from  1988  until  his  retirement 
March  1,  1993,  Mr.  deGravelles  was 
responsible  for  the  overall  operation  of 
the  legislative,  research,  and  public  rela- 
tion activities  of  the  association.  His  per- 
sonalized "Up  Front  With  the  League" 
articles  that  appeared  in  The  Sugar 
Bulletin  educated,  enlightened  and 
entertained  members  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry near  and  far.  His  deep-rooted  ex- 
perience and  endless  optimism  inspired 
sugar  cane  producers  in  Louisiana  to 
persevere,  despite  several  years  of 
weather-related  production  set-backs. 
Louisiana  is  now  the  second  largest  pro- 
ducer of  raw  cane  sugar  in  the  U.S. 

Ernest  Flengenheimer,  President 
and  CEO  of  Michigan  Sugar  Company, 
Saginaw,  Michigan  and  member  of  the 
judges'  panel,  read  the  citation  (full  text 
attached)  and  presented  Mr.  deGravelles 
with  an  engraved  silver  bowl.  Other 
judges  on  the  panel  were  Harold 
Somerset,  President  of  C  &  H  Sugar 
Company  in  California  and  Nelson  Fair- 
banks, President  and  CEO  of  U.S.  Sugar 
Corporation  in  Florida. 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


1993  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  MEETING 
IN  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Eighty-five  people  representing  all 
segments  of  the  sugar  industry  met  in 
Washington,  D.C,  on  March  9  and  10. 
At  the  principals'  meeting  on  March  10, 
the  group  elected  Jack  Nelson  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Sugar  Growers  to  serve 
as  chairman  of  the  gathering.  The  focus 
of  the  meeting  was  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  and  the  U.S. 
sugar  industry's  strategy  to  modify  the 
current  sugar  provision  in  the  agree- 
ment. Senator  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  and 
Congressman  Tom  Lewis  (R-FL)  ad- 
dressed participants  at  the  meeting.  In 
his  breakfast  speech  on  March  10, 
Senator  Breaux  provided  accounts  of 
communications  he  has  had  with  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  Mickey  Kantor, 
and,  additionally,  strong  conversations 
he  and  several  other  Senators  had  with 
the  Mexican  negotiator,  Luis  Tellez. 
Senator  Breaux  said  the  sugar  problem 
must  be  resolved  and  urged  the  industry 
to  keep  the  pressure  on  Congress  and 
the  Administration  until  the  problem  is 
rectified. 


TRADE  UPDATE 

Three  hearings  on  the  NAFTA  and 
its  side  agreements  were  held  in  March: 
in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Finance  on 
March  9,  in  the  House  Committee  on 
Ways  &  Means  on  March  11,  and  in  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on 
March  17.  Kantor  testified  before  each 
Committee,  and  confirmed  in  his 
testimony  that  the  Clinton  Administra- 
tion is  opposed  to  re-opening  the  agree- 
ment. He  believes  that  concerns  can  be 
adequately  addressed  in  side  agree- 
ments in  the  areas  of  environment,  labor 
and  import  surges.  The  negotiations  on 
these  side  agreements  began  on  March 
17  with  the  Clinton  Administration  still 


contending  that  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  will  be  im- 
plemented by  January  1,  1994. 

The  Uruguay  Round  of  the  GATT 
negotiations  continue  to  be  in  limbo  un- 
til U.S.  negotiators  are  able  to  gain  an 
extension  of  fast  track  authority.  There 
is  no  word  yet  on  when  or  for  how  long 
the  request  for  extension  will  be  made. 

THIRTY-FIVE  SENATORS  SIGN 
LETTER  TO  PRESIDENT  CLINTON 

In  a  March  17  letter  to  President 
Clinton,  thirty-five  senators  expressed 
their  concern  about  the  sugar  provision 
of  the  NAFTA.  They  stated  that  they 
"do  not  believe  that  the  NAFTA  should 
be  interpreted  to  encourage  Mexico  to 
substitute  other  sweeteners  for  sugar  in 
order  to  create  a  domestic  'sugar 
surplus'  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  the 
'surplus'  to  the  United  States."  This 
direct  reference  to  the  displacement  of 
1.5  to  2  million  tons  of  sugar  by  high 
fructose  corn  syrup  in  the  Mexican  soft 
drink  industry  reached  Kantor  and 
Clinton  just  as  they  began  their  initial 
negotiations  on  the  NAFTA  side 
agreements.  Once  the  agreements  are  in 
place,  the  entire  package  will  be  sent  to 
Congress  for  a  vote. 

USDA  NOMINEES  NAMED 

Finally,  on  March  8  and  9,  the  Clin- 
ton Administration  began  announcing 
its  nominations  for  high  level  positions 
at  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Depu- 
ty Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  number 
two  position,  will  be  Richard  Rominger, 
a  family  farmer  from  California  and 
former  director  of  California's  Depart- 
ment of  Food  and  Agriculture.  Gene 
Moos  will  be  the  Under  Secretary  for 
International  Affairs  and  Commodity 
Programs.  He  comes  directly  from  his 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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155-  TO  200-HP  JOHJS  DEERE  60  SERIES  TRACTORS 


The  power  to  raise  cane 


Turbocharged  7.6  L 
engines  deliver  a  33 
percent  torque  rise  to 
keep  you  moving  in 
tough  conditions. 


Optional  15-speed  Power 
Shift  transmission  lets  you 
precisely  match  power 
load  to  field  conditions, 
without  clutching. 


High-capacity  closed- 
center  hydraulics 
maintain  a  massive  2,530 
psi  standby  pressure  - 
for  instant  response  at 
your  command. 


W^^^  A 


Turn  the  comer  on  extra 
productivity  with  optional 
Caster/Action™  MFWD 
for  increased  pulling 
power  plus  tight-turning 
maneuverabifity. 


i^ 


Exclusive  rack-and-  • 

pinion  axles  make  it  • 

simple  to  set  treads  • 

from  60  to  140  inches.  * 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Pennlman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

MARCH  12-14  FREEZE  —  CONTACT  COMMITTEE 
DEDICATED  RESEARCH  PROGRAM  FOR  1993 


On  March  11,  1993,  the  sugarcane 
crop  in  Louisiana  had  the  appearance  of 
a  good  crop  well  on  its  way  to  early 
growth.  Very  little  cold  temperatures 
were  experienced  during  the  winter 
preceding  this  crop  and  as  a  result  cane 
stands  in  much  of  the  cane  belt  were 
looking  very  good.  Many  growers  were 
considering  early  fertilization  and  had 
already  off-barred  and  cultivated  a  great 
deal  of  acreage.  Much  herbicide  had 
already  been  applied. 

On  the  night  of  March  12  a  very 
strong  cold  front  passed  through  the 
cane  area  and  along  with  high  winds, 
cold  temperatures  were  experienced  for 
the  next  three  days.  Minimum 
temperatures  of  around  25  degrees  were 
reported  from  much  of  the  belt  with  the 
lowest  official  reading  of  23  coming  from 
the  Alexandria  area.  The  duration  of  the 
freezing  temperatures  was  less  than  12 
hours  for  all  of  the  cane  belt  and  very 
little  penetration  of  the  cold  was  ex- 
perienced. The  one  to  two  inches  of  rain 
which  fell  on  Friday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing helped  to  insulate  the  ground  and 
protect  the  soil  from  the  cold.  In  addition 
to  rain,  most  areas  experienced  some 
sleet  and  snow. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


At  this  writing  on  March  15,  it  is 
still  too  early  to  predict  the  effect  of 
these  temperatures,  but  early  observa- 
tions would  indicate  that  most  of  the  top 
growth  has  been  killed  back  to  the 
ground.  Most  cane  shoots  consisted  of 
only  leaf  material  showing  above 
ground  with  the  growing  points  still 
below  the  soil  surface.  The  cane  which 
did  have  exposed  growing  points  was 
primarily  in  the  more  southern  regions 
of  the  cane  belt  where  the  low 
temperatures  were  not  as  severe. 

It  is  expected  that  the  most  serious 
effect  of  this  cold  weather  will  not  have 
been  the  low  temperatures  that  were 
recorded  but  rather  the  extremely  high 
winds  which  probably  caused  a  lot  of 
drying  out  of  the  cane  material  and  the 
wet  weather  which  is  being  predicted  for 
the  next  week.  These  two  factors  could 
serve  to  cause  further  damage.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  ground  can  dry  out 
rather  quickly  and  a  return  to  normal 
temperatures  will  allow  cane  to  grow 
again  and  replace  the  growth  that  was 
lost. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

The  League's  annual  Contact  Com- 
mittee for  1993  has  been  set  for  the 
morning  of  Wednesday,  July  7  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Motor  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux.  The  same  format  as  in  past 
years  will  be  followed  with  the  majori- 
ty of  the  program  devoted  to  research 
projects  that  have  been  funded  using  the 
dues  money  that  you,  as  growers  and 
processors,  provide  to  the  League 
through  the  Dedicated  Research  Pro- 
gram. Mark  your  ^calendars  now  and 

(Continued  on  page  23) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:   International  or  John   Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  warranty  on 
engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor.  Call  (318) 
229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW 18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition,  Field  Ready 
—  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers  D19  Tractor,  Good 
Condition  -  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504)  473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office  or  (318)  856-7948 
home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000  Gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD  4630,  2 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc  Harrow).  Call 
(318)276-6230. 

FOR  SALE:  40'  Gooseneck  Trailer  with  Winch,  Dove  Tail  and  Tandum  Dual  Wheels.  Extra  Heavy 
Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache  Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318) 
369-7421  night. 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTC  4  Hydraulic  Extra  Nice  $22,500 
&  $28,500, 1978  310  Stagger  $12,000, 4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000, 846  Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000. 
Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape.  Call  Jim 
at  (318)  394-9991. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has  2  year  war- 
ranty on  engine.  Asking  $65,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for  Transloader 
in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  Powershift  Tractor  4430;  3  Hi-Clearance  JD  Tractor  4230;  2  Int'l 
Hi-Clearance  1066;  1 1nt'l  Hi-Clearance  806;  1 1nt'l  Low-Clearance  1566;  1 1nt'l  1086  with  Cab  and 
Dual  Wheels;  1  Int'l  1264;  1  JD  3-Row  Choppers  with  Offbars;  1  JD  Discs  1635  17';  1  JD  Discs 
1640  17';  1  Blade  12'  Wide  on  Wheels;  1  Land  Level  40'  Long;  1  3-row  Trip  Bottom  Plow;  New 
Ditch  Cleaners,  New  Box  Scrappers  and  Clippers.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318) 
845-4774. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  18) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Every  tax  known  and/or  currently 
levied  in  the  civilized  world  has  found 
its  way  to  the  bargaining  table  at  the 
(not  so)  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Legislature.  Taxes  on  sick  people  and 
doctors,  on  big  oil  and  little  oil,  urban 
and  rural  interests,  retailers  and 
manufacturers,  are  being  kicked 
around.  As  this  column  is  being  written 
the  final  choices  are  not  clear.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  politics  have  rarely  been 
less  clear. 

As  Carroll  said  in  Alice  in 
Wonderland,''  .  .  .  things  are  getting 
curiouser  and  curiouser."  Caucuses  are 
becoming  factioned;  the  House  and  the 
Senate  are  less  likely  than  ever  to  agree 
on  anything;  the  House  and  Senate 
leaders  have  been  getting  testy  with 
each  other;  and  leadership  from  the 
mansion  has  been  scarce. 

While  we  have  seen  this  trend 
developing,  it  seems  that  it  won't  take 
too  much  more  stress  to  reach  explosive 
proportions.  Probably  not  this  session 
but  not  too  far  down  the  road.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that,  while  we  might 
not  feel  comfortable  predicting  the 
specific  taxes  that  will  be  levied  this  ses- 
sion or  the  final  outcome,  we  can  predict 
that  the  Legislature  will  not  arrive  at 


CroDmate 


mME 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


a  permanent  solution  to  the  state's  fiscal 
crisis  and  will,  therefore,  return  many 
times  in  the  future  to  unsuccessfully 
grapple  with  the  problem. 

The  economy  is  not  healthy  and  tax 
revenues  cannot  keep  up  with  the  de- 
mand for  services.  More  importantly,  we 
cannot  continue  to  live  in  the  past  when 
oil  was  strong  and  the  world  was  Louis- 
iana's for  the  taking.  We  won  the  lot- 
tery, blew  the  cash,  and  now  we  have  to 
find  the  discipline  to  implement  fiscal 
changes  so  that  we  can  live  on  our  in- 
come. Federal  funding  sources  are  being 
withdrawn.  (And  for  those  of  us  who 
thought  programs  funded  with  federal 
money  didn't  cost  us  anything,  has 
anyone  checked  who  pays  the  IRS  every 
year?)  Local  government  is  getting  less 
from  the  Feds  and  from  the  State. 
Legislative  measures  seek  to  reduce  the 
payroll  subsidy  given  to  local  fire 
departments,  sheriffs,  and  police  depart- 
ments. And  on  and  on.  The  times  they 
are  a  changin'.  And  we  need  to  change 
with  them.  Quickly. 

As  we  see  it,  in  very  simple  terms, 
the  fiscal  crisis  could  be  attributed  to 
poor  communications.  The  Senate  wants 
a  Cadillac;  the  House  wants  a  Chevy; 
and  the  people  want  a  bike.  Once  the 
House  and  Senate  realize  what  the 
people  want,  we  may  be  on  the  road  to 
a  solution. 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

SO  WHAT'S  NEXT? 


I  After  what  seems  to  be  the  rather 

frenetic  pace  of  expansion  and  modern- 
ization in  the  Louisiana  raw  sugar  in- 
dustry over  the  last  few  years,  this  year 
appears  to  be  rather  quieter.  More  im- 
provements are  expected  but  we  seem  to 
have  something  of  a  breathing  space 
this  year. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  upgrading  of 
the  processing  facilities  must  be  justified 
on  an  economic  basis.  However,  there  is 
the  danger  that  these  economic  con- 
straints will  result  in  only  incremental 
changes  in  process  but  which  could  have 
larger  impacts  on  longer  term  major 
modernizations.  The  short  term  remedy 
may  well  limit  the  opportunity  for  more 
fundamental  change  at  a  later  date. 

For  example,  installation  of  a  con- 
ventional rotary  vacuum  filter  or  a 
batch  vacuum  pan  would  increase  the 
factory  capacity  but  would  restrain  later 
installation  of  more  modern  technology. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  such  a  decision 
is  wrong,  only  that  it  may  restrict  the 
introduction  of  more  modern  and  in- 
novative technology. 

The  product  of  the  sugarcane  in- 
dustry is  raw  sugar  and  the  technology 
for  producing  the  raw  sugar  is  well 
established.  Improved  processing 
technology  will  not  put  more  sugar  in 
the  cane,  the  most  significant  factor  in 
increased  sugar  production.  The  in- 
dustry is  already  capable  of  good  extrac- 
tion and  recovery,  even  if  this  is  not 
always  achieved.  Current  technology  is 
certainly  able  to  produce  good  quality 
raw  sugar  in  good  yield.  I  have  often 


heard  the  argument  that  current 
technology  applied  at  a  large  and  effi- 
cient enough  scale  is  all  that  the  in- 
dustry needs.  Under  these  conditions 
the  requirements  of  the  industry  for 
research  into  the  application  of  new 
technology  is  minimal. 

A  distinction  should  be  made  be- 
tween improvements  in  process  by 
better  control  systems  for  standard 
technology  on  the  one  hand  and  by  ap- 
plication of  innovative  technology  on  the 
other.  The  former  are  very  important  in 
improving  efficiency  by  making  the 
standard  processes  work  better,  and  are 
a  significant  reason  for  improved 
productivity. 

The  pace  of  technological  change  in 
other  industries  is  much  higher  and  the 
sugar  industry  has  much  to  learn  from 
them.  Researchers  associated  with  the 
sugar  industry  are  not  usually  involved 
in  fundamental  research  in  basic  science 
but  rather  the  application  of  new  knowl- 
edge from  other  sources  to  the  industry. 
In  the  past  there  seems  to  have  been  the 
(Continued  on  page  25) 


MACLEAN  LAND  SERVICES,  INC. 

—  Since  1980  — 

Agricultural  Consultation 
Land  Management  Plans 
Land  Damage  Assessments 
Land  Evaluations  and  Appraisals 


Paul  Maclean 
P.O.  Box  3620 
Houma,  LA  70361 


Phone 
504/868-4963 


APRIL  1,  1993 


11 


NICHOLLS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
SUGAR  INSTITUTES 


Nicholls  State  University  now  offers 
three  cane  sugar  institutes  each  year 
during  the  summer.  They  include  the 
Cane  Sugar  Refiners'  Institute  which 
began  in  1978,  the  Raw  Cane  Sugar 
Manufacturers'  Institute  which  began 
in  1985,  and  the  newest  one,  the  Sugar 
Cane  Production  Institute  which  was  of- 
fered this  past  June  for  the  second  time. 
To  date,  over  750  participants  represent- 
ing 19  countries  and  12  states  of  the 
United  States  have  attended  these  short 
courses.  Approximately  45  refineries,  26 
mills,  and  25  companies  have  sent 
representatives  to  participate  in  the 
three  programs. 

The  success  of  these  institutes  can  be 
contributed  to  many  factors  such  as 
timely  topics,  excellent  professors, 
Cajun  food,  southern  hospitality  and 
especially  the  support  of  organizations 
such  as  the  Sugar  Industry  Technolo- 
gists, American  Society  of  Sugarcane 
Technologists,  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  and  of  course  the  many 
sugar  companies,  mills  and  refineries 
around  the  world. 


The  American 
Sugar  Cane  League 

welcomes 

FIRST  INTERSTATE  BANK 
OF  SOUTHERN  LOUISIANA 

as  a 

NE]N  COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 


All  these  programs  have  the  same 
format,  two  weeks  of  intense  day  long 
discussions  on  the  various  and  timely 
topics  of  each  aspect  of  sugair  production. 
An  exam  is  given  after  each  topic.  A 
flyer  describing  each  institute  is 
available  on  request. 

Upon  successful  completion  of  an  in- 
stitute, students  are  awarded  a  cer- 
tificate of  completion  and  four  college 
credits  at  undergraduate  level.  Par- 
ticipants, upon  registration  for  the 
course,  become  bona  fide  university 
students  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  thereof. 

Fees,  also  listed  in  the  flyers,  include 
tuition,  room  and  board,  as  well  as  a 
copy  of  all  the  notes  of  the  lecturers, 
which  will  serve  as  a  reference  for  the 
students  for  many  years. 

The  institutes  are  scheduled  so  that 
participants  may  enroll  in  one,  two 
and/or  three  programs  in  a  given  sum- 
mer. An  added  benefit  of  these  short 
courses  has  been  the  many  friendships 
and  exchanges  of  ideas  among  the 
students. 

Nicholls  State  University  is  happy 
to  have  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
success  of  the  world  sugar  industry  and 
is  extremely  proud  to  be  a  leader  in 
world  sugar  education. 

Information  concerning  these  sugar 
institutes  can  be  obtained  from: 

Dr.  Robert  Falgout 
Department  of  Agriculture' 
Nicholls  State  University 
P.  O.  Box  2013 
Thibodaux,  LA  70310 
Phone  (504)  448-4870 
FAX  (504)  448-4927 
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LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC 

p.  O.   Box  1193,   Thibodaux,   LA  70302,   Phone  (504)   446-3520 
Fax  (504)   448-3921 


Serving  Fanners  Since  1965 


1993  PRICE  SCHEEULE 


WMm^ 


r'9\ 


Package  Prices  (any  3  or  more  services)  @  10%  Discount: 
Sugarcane  Scouting  ....  $  2.12  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing $  1.49  per  acre  tested  * 

RSD  Testing $31.50  per  10-stalk  sanple  ** 

Bored  Joint  Survey $  .59  per  acre  of  cane 

Package  Prices  (any  2  services)  @  5%  Discount: 

Sugarcane  Scouting $  2 .  23  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing $  1.57  per  acre  tested  * 

RSD  Testing  $33.25  per  10-stalk  sarrple  ** 

Bored  Joint  Survey  ....  $  .62  per  acre  of  cane 

Prices  of  Individual  Services: 

Sugarcane  Scouting  ....  $  2 . 35  per  acre  of  cane 

Soil  Testing  $  1.65  per  acre  tested  * 

RSD  Testing  $35.00  per  10-stalk  sairple  ** 

Bored  Joint  Survey  ....  $  .65  per  acre  of  cane 


Other  Services:  *** 
Weeds  &  Diseases 
Soil  Reclamation 
Nematode  Assay 
Expert  Witness 


Plant  Analysis 
Preplant  Wireworm  Trapping 
Cost/Loss  Estimates 
Doronstration  &  Research 


*  Plus  laboratory  fees. 
**  Less  $10.00  when  you  collect  and  deliver  saxtples. 
***  Some  of  these  are  included  in  the  packages  at  no  extra 
cost.  Contact  us  for  ccrrplete  information. 


Stephanie  Borne 
Technician 


Henry  Long; 
Consul tant 


PhD 


Daniel  Long 
Scout 

Steven  Hoak,  BS 
Asst.  Consultant 


Get  a  jump  on  tomorrow 

SAVE  TODAY 
with 

U.  S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 
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THE  NEW  TIGER  H/ 

(ByL 

Four  (4)  of  your  neighbors  didn't  have  a 

Their  advantage  —  The  Tig€ 

Shouldn't  you  have  the  best  Harvesting  Sy:i 

ORDE 


Customer  Comments: 

Frank  French:  Gounsolin  Bros.  Farms: 

Everybody  was  impressed  with  the  4  Wheel  Drive:  It's  a  feature  that  anybody  who  farn 
a  lot  of  black  land  will  almost  have  to  have.  You  have  seen  it  with  the  loaders  and  the  big  tractor 
this  is  just  another  step  with  the  cutters.  It  gives  you  the  advantage  to  go  into  that  black  land  and  g; 
the  cane  without  having  to  sit  back  and  wait.  It  is  the  only  machine  I  find  that  will  go  after  it  like  the 

The  fly  rows  are  great.  The  cane  is  piled  just  behind  the  front  tire.  The  distance  is  so  short  tht 
there  is  virtually  no  chance  for  cane  to  fall  before  it  reaches  the  heap. 

The  stacking  of  the  first  two  rows  is  impressive:  Even  in  extremely  soft  conditions  whe 
the  machine  begins  to  slow  down  due  to  wheel  slip  the  cane  continues  to  be  carried  across  the  ro 
and  not  windrowed  like  behind  other  machines. 

The  vision  of  the  top  of  the  row  and  stubbie  is  perfect. 


Frank's  Loader  Operator: 

Compared  to  our  3  wheel  harvester  it's  100%  different:  This  harvester  doesn  t  swell  i\ 
row.  When  you  come  behind  it  to  load  you  don't  have  to  catch  and  pitch  the  cane  to  keep  the  mi 
out.  You  can  roll  right  along.  It  was  beautiful,  I  enjoyed  it. 


NESTING  SYSTEM 

le) 

im  with  mud  and  scrap  last  season!!! 

ester /The  Tiger  Loader: 

mailable  saving  your  crop  next  season?? 


f> 


New  advantages  offered  to  our  Industry  for  the  first  time: 

1)  Balanced  4  Wheel  Drive  Harvester  with  a  4  speed  shift  on  the  go  hydrostatic  transmission. 
Positive  stacking  of  the  ^1  and  #2  rows  across  the  heap,  (no  adjusting  carrier  height/no 
operator  attention  needed). 

Positive  stacking  of  the  ^3  and  '^4  rows  across  the  heap,  (short  and  redundant  carrier 
system  insures  0%  scrap). 

Elimination  of  any  harvester  tire  rolling  through  the  furrow  over  which  the  cane  will  be  piled. 
Perfect  vision  of  the  top  of  the  row  being  cut.  (gives  the  operator  instant  information  on 
front  end  performance  and  base  cutting  height). 


arl  Glazer: 

After  the  hurricane  in  the  condition  the  cane  was  in,  crooked,  twisted,  it  did  an 
excellent  job  of  putting  the  cane  on  the  heap:  The  virgin  furrow,  good  vision,  easy  stacking; 
the  combination  of  all  of  it  really  worked  well  for  us  this  year.  We  feel  we  got  2  to  4  more  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  out  of  our  field  than  other  farmers  with  conventional  harvesters. 

tic  Hebert: 

I  think  it  did  a  real  good  job  in  down  muddy  condition:  I  picked  up  cane  down  on  the  row 

and  across  the  row.  I  did  a  good  job  stacking:  Once  you  have  the  back  gates  set  you  don't  have 
to  pay  attention  to  them. 

hane  Hebert: 

We  did  a  good  job  loading:  We  didn't  have  to  deal  with  any  mud  in  the  center  of  the  cane  because 
no  tire  passed  under  the  heap.  All  the  cane  was  laid  well  across  the  row.  Very  minimal  scrap  behind 
the  loader. 


Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  Information  Series  #  1 


Educational  Program 

/'  — 

How  To  Read  and  Understand  A  Pesticide  Label 


Any  subtance  which  is  sold  to  con- 
trol a  ''pest"  is  legally  a  pesticide.  A  pest 
may  be  an  insect,  a  rodent,  a  mollusk, 
a  fungus,  a  bacterium,  bird  or  a  weed  (a 
plant  growing  out  of  place).  Any  chem- 
ical sold  with  claims  that  it  will  control 
a  pest  is  legally  a  pesticide  and  is  sub- 
ject to  all  state  and  federal  regulations 
which  apply  to  pesticides. 

The  term  pesticide,  therefore,  in- 
cludes such  common  household  chem- 
icals as  disinfectants,  bathroom 
cleaners,  pet  "flea  collars,"  as  well  as 
the  more  obvious  ones  such  as  those 
which  control  insects  (insecticides), 
weeds  (herbicides),  fungi  (fungicides) 
and  rodents  (rodenticides).  Consumers 
who  use  pesticides  in  their  homes  and 
gardens  to  control  insects,  weeds, 
microorganisms,  rodents  and  other  pests 
are  pesticide  applicators  as  well  as  those 
who  apply  them  commercially  such  as 
aerial  applicators  and  pest  control 
operators.  Homeowners  who  apply 
pesticides  must  abide  by  the  regulations 
as  do  commercial  applicators  and 
farmers.  Anyone  who  uses  a  pesticide 
has  the  responsibility  of  using  the 
pesticide  legally.  There  is  a  statement 
on  every  pesticide  label  which  states, 
"the  use  of  this  pesticide  in  any  manner 
inconsistent  with  its  labeling  is  a  viola- 
tion of  Federal  law." 

Some  pesticide  labels  are  brief  and 
easy  to  understand;  others  are  more 
complex.  However,  they  all  contain  the 
same  types  of  information.  One  should 
carefully  read  and  understand  the 
pesticide  label  before  purchasing  the 
pesticide. 


Parts  of  the  Label: 

Name: 

The  first  thing  you  see  when  you  look 
at  the  pesticide  container  is  the  trade 
name  of  the  product.  This  the  name 
the  formulator  wants  you  to  remem- 
ber. However,  pesticides  have  other 
names  also:  the  chemical  name  is  a 
long  complex  name.  The  common 
name  is  a  shorter,  easier  name  to 
remember  which  is  officially 
designated  by  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  for  that  specific 
chemical.  It  is  best  to  remember  the 
common  name  for  the  chemical. 

Registration  Number: 

All  pesticides  sold  in  the  United 
States  are  registered  with  the  En- 
vironmental Protection  Agency  and 
are  issued  an  EPA  Registration 
Number.  This  number  must  be  on  the 
pesticide  label.  Pesticides  in  Louis- 
iana must  also  be  registered  with  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Forestry. 

Established  Number: 

All  pesticide-producing  establish- 
ments (plants)  must  be  registered 
with  EPA.  These  establishment 
numbers  must  also  be  on  the  pesticide 
containers. 

Use  Classification: 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agen- 
cy classifies  pesticides  into  two  broad 
groups  based  upon  a  variety  of  factors 
including  the  toxicity  of  the  chemical, 
the  way  it  is  to  be  applied  and  its 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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PESTICIDE  EDUCATION   PROGRAM      (Continued  from  page  16) 


effects  on  the  environment,  among 
other  factors.  These  two  groups  are 
restricted  use  and  general  use 
pesticides.  To  buy  and  use  a 
Restricted  Use  Pesticide,  the  user 
must  be  a  certified  applicator.  Cer- 
tification can  be  obtained  by  passing 
an  examination  given  by  the  Louis- 
iana Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry.  If  the  product  is  a  Restricted 
Use  Pesticide,  the  label  will  have  a 
statement  to  that  effect.  General  use 
pesticides  may  be  purchased  and  used 
by  anyone. 

Ingredient  Statement: 

All  labels  must  clearly  list  the  active 
ingredients  and  the  amounts.  They 
must  also  list  the  amount  of  inert  (in- 
active) ingredients.  The  inert  ingre- 
dients are  added  to  the  formulation 
of  the   pesticides   to   increase   the 


solubility,  dilute  them  to  the  ap- 
propriate concentration  or  for  some 
other  reason.  The  active  ingredient  is 
the  one  which  actually  controls  the 
pest. 

Toxicity  Classification: 

Pesticides  are  toxic  chemicals.  They 
are  formulated  to  control  pests.  EPA 
has  divided  all  pesticides  into  four 
categories  according  to  their  toxicity 
and  has  assigned  a  signal  word  to 
each  category.  The  user  can  tell  by  a 
glance  at  the  label  the  relative  toxici- 
ty of  the  pesticide,  because  the  signal 
must  be  in  capital  letters  on  the  front 
panel  of  the  label.  The  signal  word  for 
Category  I  products  (the  most  toxic) 
is  DANGER;  for  category  II 
(moderate  toxic)  is  WARNING;  for 
category  III  and  IV  (least  toxic)  is 
(Continued  on  page  26) 


NEW  MODEL  8240  FORD  POWERSTAR  TRACTOR 


Electronic  draft  control 

at  your  jBngertips 
M  &  L  INDUSTRIES  INC. 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 

PHONE  504/876-2280 


FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


•  96  P.T.O.  HORSEPOWER 

•  6  CYLINDER  456  CID.DIESEL  ENGINE 

•  12x12  SYNCHRONIZED  OR  16x16 
PULSE  COMMAND  TRANSMISSION 

•  POWER  STEERING 

•  540/1000  RPM  PTO 

•  4  WHEEL  DRIVE 

•  CROP  CLEARANCE-OVER  22  INCHES 

•  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 

•  TWO  SPOOL  HYDRAULIC  REMOTES 
WITH  4  OUTLETS 

•  FACTORY  INSTALLED  CAB  WITH 
AIR-CONDITIONING 

Ask  about  our  low  interest  finance 
rate  of  6.90%  60  months  with  small- 
down  payment  on  annual  payments. 

Out  of  town  call  toll  free 
Houma  1  800-969-0068 

Baton  Rouge        1-800-960-0069 
Broussard  1-800-960-0067 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  3  Row  Cameco  Shaver,  2  —  Int  Hi  Clearance  966,  2  —  Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  318  856-4622  or  318  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  1-1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  504  687-3683  or  687-6713. 


FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1066  High  Clearance  —  $10,000;  Int'l  1086 
Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1466  Cab  &  Air  &  Duals  —  $7,500;  Int'l 
1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Transloader  mounted  on  Cherry  Truck  —  $10,000;  John  Deere  2950 
Tractor  Cab  &  Air  -  $18,000.  Call  (504)  545-3170  or  (504)  545-3731. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvester  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted  on  XT-190 
Tractor;  3  Row  Covering  Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides.  Call  John  Andries  at 
(31 8)  346-771 0.  

FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  -  $18,000.00.  Call  night  only  (504) 
785-1078. 


FOR  SALE:  1—1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190  with  Broussard 
Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1 ,800  each;  1  —  Huskey  Brute  160  Transloader  — 
$3,900;  2  —  40'  X  100'  Building  Frame  no  tim  —  $3,000  each;  1  —  1982  Versatile  555  Dual  with 
3  Point  -  $1 6,500;  1  -  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator  -  $2,800.  Call  (31 8)  879-2054  or  (31 8)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  Chain  Piler  for  Broussard  Loader  —  $2,200.  Call  (504)  473-6575  after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1175  CS  Tractor;  New  Overhauled  S-15  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter;  3145  Catapillar  Engine; 
Double  Flight  Broussard  Cane  Loader  mounted  on  a  190  Tractor;  Motor  Needs  Work.  Shoemaker 
3  Row;  Good  Condition  2  MTX  800  Motorola  Radios  with  Charger.  Call  (504)  545-8189. 


FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer  lengths. 
Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  '87  3394  Case  IH  MFWD  with  duals  -  $20,000;  '73  Int'l  1066  -  $6,500;  '82  1086 
Int'l  with  cab  &  air  $12,500;  '85  2750  JD  Hi-Crop  MFWD  $15,000;  (4  sets)  '88  Thomson  12  ton 
Tandem  Direct  Haul  Wagons  $12,000  a  set  also  other  Implements  and  Tools;  '89  Willett  2-Row 
Cane  Loader  $30,000.  Call  (504)  473-1030  or  (504)  369-2683. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear  20.8  R38 
R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221. 


FOR  SALE:  Drum  Type  Sugarcane  Planter  in  excellent  condition.  Asking  $3,200.  Call  (318)  845-4928 
nights  only. 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call  (318)  369-3213 
day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


own  consulting  firm  here  in  Washington 
but  was  formerly  a  wheat  farmer, 
longtime  House  Agriculture  staff 
member,  and  Special  Assistant  to  then- 
Majority  leader  Tom  Foley.  The  position 
of  Assistant  Secretary  for  Administra- 
tion belongs  to  Wardell  Townsend,  who 
was  Administrative  Assistant  to  Con- 
gressman Mike  Espy.  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Congressional  Relations 
will  be  Frank  Vacca,  former  House  staf- 
fer and  agriculture  consultant,  and 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Natural 
Resources  and  Environment  will  be  Jim 
Lyons,  who  comes  directly  from  Con- 
gressman Leon  Panetta's  staff  on  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee. 

There  have  been  three  congressional 
and  two  administration  plans  submitted 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Though  it  is  cer- 
tain that  there  will  be  streamlining 
from  Washington  to  the  field  offices,  no 


one  plan  has  yet  been  adopted.  Sources 
inside  the  Department,  however,  have 
indicated  that  a  reorganization  strategy 
may  be  chosen  as  early  as  mid- April. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USDA  forecasts  the  1992  production 
of  sugarcane  for  sugar  and  seed  at  a 
record  high  30.9  million  tons.  This  is  un- 
changed from  the  February  ''Crop  Pro- 
duction" report  but  represents  a  two  per- 
cent increase  from  last  year's  output. 
The  Florida  forecast  was  evaluated  and 
resulted  in  no  change  to  production. 
Heavy  rains  in  past  weeks  have  caused 
some  delay  in  harvest  activities.  Mills 
expect  to  be  complete  around  the  second 
week  of  April,  a  month  later  than  usual. 
The  forecast  for  Hawaii,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas  were  carried  forward  from  an 
earlier  forecast. 

(See  Chart,  page  22) 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 
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SUGAR  MAN  OF  THE  YEAR 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


a 


Dyer  Memorial  Award 

Sugar  Man  of  the  Year  -  1992 

P.J.  "Pete"  deGravelles 


99 


Citation  for  Significant  and  Meritorious  Service 
to  the  Sugar  Industry 


Pete  deGravelles,  your  distin- 
guished career  in  the  sugar  industry, 
spanning  more  than  forty  years,  has 
been  marked  by  the  wisdom  gained  from 
extensive  experience  and  by  an  abiding 
concern  for  the  future.  You  have  ex- 
celled in  dealing  with  complex 
agricultural  and  legislative  issues,  and 
you  have  served  the  sugar  and  business 
communities  tirelessly,  sharing  your 
significant  knowledge  and  leadership 
expertise. 

Your  lasting  commitment  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  began  with 
your  decision  in  1950  to  carry  on  and  ex- 
pand family  traditions  by  joining  your 
father  in  a  partnership  to  farm  sugar- 
cane. You  also  chose  to  continue  in  your 
father's  footsteps  as  a  leader  in  the 
sugar  industry.  While  operating  a  suc- 
cessful and  growing  business,  you 
devoted  countless  hours  to  industry- 
related  organizations. 

At  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  where  you  served  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  over  twenty  years,  you 
chaired  several  important  committees, 
including  the  National  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. The  Board  of  Directors  recog- 
nized your  considerable  capabilities  by 
electing  you  President  for  one  term  and 
by  naming  you  Vice  President-General 
Manager  in  1988.  You  also  served  as 
President  of  the  American  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists,  the  St.  Mary 


Parish  Farm  Bureau  and  St.  Mary 
Parish  Fair  Association. 

An  active  promoter  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry, you  have  energetically  ad- 
dressed government  policy  issues  and 
encouraged  research  and  development  of 
new  cane  varieties  and  processing 
technology.  Your  ardent  advocacy  for, 
and  defense  of,  sugar  legislation  at  the 
national  level  was  honored  by  the  St. 
James  Agricultural  Tour  in  1978.  That 
same  year  Progressive  Farmer  Magazine 
singled  you  out  as  their  "Man  of  the 
Year  in  Service  to  Louisiana 
Agriculture." 

Always  looking  forward,  you  have 
dedicated  yourself  to  the  preservation 
and  expansion  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry. Until  your  retirement  on  March 
1, 1993,  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  you  diligently  supported  the  in- 
terests of  the  Louisiana  industry,  direct- 
ing and  overseeing  day-to-day  issues  as 
well  as  formulating  a  vision  for  its 
future.  Despite  hardships  in  the  sugar 
cane  producing  sector,  you  gave  farmers 
the  support  and  encouragement  nec- 
essary to  renew  their  commitment  to  the 
sugar  industry  year  after  year. 

Outside  of  the  sugar  industry,  your 
activities  and  honors  are  no  less  signifi- 
cant. Your  devotion  to  higher  education 
and  concern  for  developing  active 
leaders  for  the  future  is  seen  through 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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In  Memoriam  ^ 


^^              JAMES  D.  GRAUGNARD,  SR.  ^^ 

September  19,  1922  —  March  23,  1993  ^^^ 

^^ 

On  Thursday,  March  23,  1993,  Louisiana  lost  one  of  the  most  ^^ 

effective  leaders  in  the  history  of  Louisiana  agriculture,  James  D.  ^^ 

Graugnard,  Sr.  a  sugarcane  grower  from  St.  James,  Louisiana.  ^^ 

Jimmy  Graugnard  served  as  President  of  the  Louisiana  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  from  1963  to  1989.  During  those  years  he  was 
a  very  effective  spokesperson  for  Louisiana  agriculture  on  the  state 


^^- 


and  national  levels.  His  awards  and  citations  were  many  and  national  ^^^ 

^^^     in  scope.  ^^ 

^^§  Mr.  Graugnard  was  an  active  partner  with  his  brothers  in  a  farm-  ^^^ 

-^g     ing  operation,  with  sugarcane  being  their  principal  crop.  Graugnard  ^^^ 

Farms  has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  ^^ 

sugarcane  farms  in  Louisiana.  ^^ 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  extends  its  heartfelt  sym-  ^^^ 

^^^     pathy  to  Mrs.  Graugnard,  the  Graugnard  children  and  grandchildren  ^^ 

^^^^     and  to  Mr.  Graugnard's  brothers.  Jimmy  Graugnard  will  long  be  ^^^ 


remembered  as  a  strong  family  man,  an  outstanding  leader  and  a 
steward  of  the  soil.  ^^ 


SUGAR  MAN  OF  THE  YEAR  (Continued  from  page  2O) 

your  commitment  to  the  Louisiana  State  You  have  served  the  Louisiana 
University,  most  recently  spearheading,  sugar  industry  with  distinction  and 
organizing  and  serving  as  Chairman  of  have  demonstrated  the  spirit  of  public 
the  task  force  that  instituted  the  LSU  service  and  active  leadership  in  all 
Agricultural  Leadership  Program.  facets  of  your  personal  and  professional 
Your  business  expertise  has  been  life.  It  is  our  pleasure,  now,  to  add  your 
recognized  and  valued  by  local  and  name  to  the  distinguished  roster  of  re- 
national  financial  leaders,  who  cipients  of  the  Dyer  Memorial  Award,  a 
benefited  from  your  service  as  a  Direc-  list  that  represents  the  best  and 
tor  of  the  First  Commercial  Bank  of  brightest  of  the  industry. 
Franklin  since  1974,  on  the  Advisory 

Council  to  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Pete    deGravelles,    the    industry 

Atlanta  and  on  the  Business  Advisory  salutes   you   as   winner   of  the   Dyer 

Council  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Memorial  Award  "Sugar  Man  of  the 

Federal  Reserve  System.  Year  —  1992." 
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SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 
BY  USE,  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1990-1992 


USE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PRODUCTION! 

AND 
STATE 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS       ^ 

1,000  TONS 

For  Sugar 

PL 

428.0 

434.0 

34.9 

33.5 

14,874 

14,937 

14,539 

H|2 

67.4 

64.0 

86.9 

91.0 

6,538 

5,857 

5,824 

LA2 

321.0 

345.0 

22.1 

22.5 

4,150 

7,090 

7,763 

TX2 

33.2 

37.4 

32.4 

35.0 

913 

1,076 

1,309 

US 

849.6 

880.4 

34.1 

33.4 

26,475 

28,960 

29,435 

For  Seed 

PL 

15.0 

16.0 

34.9 

33.5 

533 

524 

536 

H|2 

6.6 

6.5 

30.9 

26.0 

185 

204 

169 

LA2 

24.0 

30.0 

22.1 

22.5 

906 

530 

675 

TX2 

1.7 

1.6 

20.0 

23.0 

37 

34 

37 

US 

47.3 

54.1 

27.3 

26.2 

1,661 

1,292 

1,417 

For  Sugar 
and  Seed 

PL 

443.0 

450.0 

34.9 

33.5 

15,407 

15,461 

15,075 

H|2 

74.0 

70.5 

81.9 

85.0 

6,723 

6,061 

5,993 

LA2 

345.0 

375.0 

22.1 

22.5 

5,056 

7,620 

8,438 

TX2 

34.9 

39.0 

31.8 

34.5 

950 

1,110 

1,346 

US 

896.9 

934.5 

33.7 

33.0 

28,136 

30,252 

30,852 

1  NET  TONS. 

2  CURRENT  ESTIMATE  CARRIED  PORWARD  PROM  EARLIER  FORECAST. 


Cane  Tractor 
Parts 

Toll  Free 
1-800-738-2263 
(318)276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 

Hwy.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA 

*************** 

*  NEW  SERVICES  TO  RIVER  PARISHES  *      j^ 

*  Cane  Tractor  Parts  is  pleased  to  an-    * 

*  nounce  Midnight  Express  Hot  Shot    *             ^ 

*  &    Courier    Service.    Same    day    *    ^^^ 
if    delivery   from   east   of   Pranklin   to    *    ^      ' 

*  Baton  Rouge  by  Louis  Lombardo,  Jr.    *     iractor 

i               3i8-S2S.i2eS               i    'Z^, 

*************** 
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\NTED: 

ictors  for  Parts, 
or  Condition. 

Jilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
zbuilt  Clutches,  Crank  Shafts, 
[ore  Also  Any  Hard-To-Find 
quipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  8) 


plan  to  be  there  to  see  how  your  research 
funds  have  been  utilized  and  what  is  the 
newest  in  cane  and  processing  research. 

DEDICATED  RESEARCH 
PROGRAM  FOR  1993 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  approved 
the  projects  that  were  recommended  for 
funding  by  the  Dedicated  Research 
Committee  for  the  1993  program  at  its 
February  meeting.  A  total  of  $349,727 
was  committed  for  32  research  projects. 
A  listing  of  these  projects  and  their 
authors  broken  down  into  their  respec- 
tive categories  follows. 

I.  CROP  IMPROVEMENT 

A.  GENERAL 
Dr.   Ben  Legendre.   Request  for  sup- 
plemental funding  in  support  of  the 


research  programs  of  the  USDA-ARS, 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma, 
Louisiana. 

Dr.  Fred  Martin.  Base  support  for  sugar- 
cane breeding  in  the  LAES. 

Dr.  Howard  Viator.  Strengthening 
sugarcane  research  at  the  Iberia 
Research  Station. 

B.  BREEDING  AND  SELECTION 
Dr.  Dave  Burner.  Labor  support  for  the 
sugarcane  breeding  program  at  Houma, 
La. 

Mr.  Ed  Dufrene.  Harvestability  and 
testing  of  candidate  varieties  in  the 
USDA  infield  program. 

Dr.  Ben  Legendre.  Evaluation  of  com- 
mercial  and  experimental  sugarcane 
varieties  for  resistance  to  cold. 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


(3IENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENQTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 

YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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Dr.  Scott  Milligan.  Sugarcane  cross  ap- 
praisal methodology. 

Dr.  Charley  Richard.  Genetic  behavior 
of  the  leaf  shedding  characteristic  in 
sugarcane. 

C.  BIOTECHNOLOGY 
International  Consortium  on  Sugarcane 
Biotechnology.  Indentification  of 
molecular  markers  linked  to  agronon?.- 
ically  important  traits  in  sugarcane 
(California  Institute  of  Biological 
Research).  Genetic  mapping  in  sugar- 
cane using  single-dose  RAPD  molecular 
markers  (Brigham  Young  University). 

Dr.  James  Irvine.  Genetic  transforma- 
tion of  sugarcane. 

II.  CROP  PRODUCTION 

A.  GENERAL/AG  ECONOMICS 
Dr.  Art  Heagler.  Louisiana  sugarcane 
farm  decision  making  and  its  impact  on 
resource  allocation. 

B.  CULTURAL  PRACTICES/ 
FERTILIZATION 

Dr.  William  Hallmark.  Increasing 
sugarcane  yields  through  the  use  of 
liquid  calcium  chloride  fertilizer  and 
composted  municipal  waste. 

Dr.  Ray  Ricaud.  Stubble  cane  longevity 
and  succession  cane. 

III.  CROP  PROTECTION 
A.  ENTOMOLOGY 

Dr.  Henry  Long.  Studies  of  the  manage- 
ment of  nematodes  and  other  pests 
which  may  limit  sugarcane  production. 

Dr.  Gene  Reagan.  Sugarcane  ento- 
mology research  —  a  vehicle  for  field 
work. 

Dr.  Bill  White.  Characterization  of  plant 
resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer  in  can- 
didate varieties  released  to  the  outfield. 


Dr.  Bill  White.  Evaluation  of  commer- 
cial and  experimental  canes  for 
resistance  to  the  Mexican  rice  borer. 

Dr.  Bill  White.  Rearing  sugarcane  borer 
for  plant  resistance  and  parasite  studies. 

B.  PATHOLOGY 

Dr.  Mike  Grisham.  Determine  the 
distribution  of  leaf  scald  in  Louisiana 
and  the  susceptibility  of  currently 
available  varieties. 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy.  Evaluation  of  resistance  to 
stalk  rots  and  factors  affecting  disease 
severity. 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy.  Electric  chain  hoist  for  hot 
water  treatment  unit  at  LAES  St. 
Gabriel  Branch  Experiment  Station. 

Dr.  Calvin  Viator.  Studies  of  brown  spot 
foliar  fungal  disease  and  the  complexes 
it  forms  with  other  plant  diseases  in 
Louisiana  sugarcane. 

C.  WEED  CONTROL 

Dr.  Jim  Griffin.  Weed  control  in 
sugarcane. 

Dr.  Ed  Richard.  Development  of 
management  strategies  for  the  control 
of  johnsongrass  and  bermudagrass  in 
sugarcane. 

IV.  PROCESSING 

A.  BY-PRODUCTS/NEW 
PRODUCTS 

Dr.  John  Collier.  Textile  fibers  from 
sugarcane. 

Dr.  Donal  Day.  The  clarification  and 
utilization  of  cane  mill  washwater. 

B.  ENVIRONMENTAL 

Dr.  Donald  Adrian.  Design  and  manage- 
ment of  wash  water  treatment  systems. 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  11) 


luxury  of  time  and  resources  to  look  in- 
to some  of  the  more  fundamental 
aspects,  but  current  circumstances  in  all 
major  sugar  industry  research  opera- 
tions do  not  allow  this. 

The  process  of  evolutionary  change 
in  the  technology  of  the  sugar  industry 
is  slow  but  it  is  interesting  to  speculate 
on  what  type  of  process  would  be  used 
if  sugarcane  were  a  newly  available  raw 
material.  Rather  than  considering  how 
we  can  modify  the  situation  that  we 
have,  we  would  consider  describing  an 
ideal  case  and  then  modification  to  this 
scheme  that  are  demanded  by  cir- 
cumstances. We  should  also  try  to  avoid 
the  tendency  towards  greater  process 
complexity  which  is  more  possible  now 
that  we  have  automated  control  systems 
that  can  handle  this  complexity. 

The  only  certainties  about  the  pro- 
cess are  that  it  would  begin  with  an  ex- 
traction system  and  end  with  a  crystal- 
lization system.  There  are  many  options 
for  the  intermediate  stages  of  purifica- 
tion and  concentration  and  it  is  entire- 
ly possible  that  these  could  be  combined 
with  the  extraction  and  crystallization 
stages.  Interesting  results  have  been 
published  on  cooling  crystallization 
after  concentration  of  beet  juice  follow- 
ing minimal  purification.  The  ISSCT 
workshop  on  "Purification  Systems  for 
Cane  Processing"  is  to  be  held  in 
Jamaica  in  a  few  weeks  and  I  am  sure 
that  we  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  many  possible  ideas  and  I  will 
report  on  these  next  month.  I  will  also 
try  and  look  ahead  to  the  type  of  process 
that  could  be  implemented  for  future 
cane  processing. 

All  of  these  discussions  of  new 
technology  are  rather  absurd  if  we  do 
not  use  currently  available  technology 
to  determine  with  decent  precision  the 


quantities  and  qualities  of  material 
entering  and  leaving  each  stage  of  the 
process.  Where  cane  washing  is  prac- 
ticed, the  quantity  and  composition  of 
material  entering  the  mill  tandem  is  not 
the  same  as  that  crossing  the  scales.  We 
have  the  technology  to  weigh  the 
prepared  cane  and  the  bagasse  on  belts, 
perhaps  not  with  enormous  accuracy  but 
certainly  far  better  than  current 
guesswork.  The  press  system  in  the  cane 
analysis  laboratory  can  be  used  for 
prepared  cane  analysis  so  that  a  good 
estimate  of  material  entering  process 
can  be  made.  Nothing  further  needs  to 
be  said  about  the  need  for  good  juice 
scales  and  molasses  scales,  especially 
the  former.  I  am  assuming  that  decent 
sugar  weights  are  obtained.  Every  time 
I  look  at  factory  reports  I  have  to  make 
a  judgement  of  what  to  believe,  what  is 
known  with  some  certainty  and  what  is 
just  optimistic  speculation.  Fancy  new 
technology  makes  no  sense  if  we  are  still 
guessing  about  the  material  flows  in  the 
factory. 


RAYNE  PLANE 

The  Very  Best 

Land  Planes 

Carrier  Scrappers 

RAYNE  LAND  PLANES,  INC. 

200  S.  Eastern  Avenue 

Rayne,  Louisiana  70578 

318-334-2101 
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PESTICIDE  EDUCATION  PROGRAM      (Continued  from  page  17) 


CAUTION.  Pay  close  attention  to 
the  signal  word  when  using  a 
pesticide. 

Directions  for  Use: 

This  section  of  the  label  will  tell  the 
user  how  to  use  the  product  effective- 
ly. It  will  tell  you  where  it  can  be  used 
and  what  pests  it  will  control.  It  will 
also  tell  you  what  concentration  to 
apply,  or  how  much  to  use  and  how 
to  dilute  the  pesticide.  Some  of  these 
directions  are  complex  and  extensive, 
but  before  you  use  the  pesticide  you 
should  clearly  understand  this 
section. 

Precautionary  Statement: 

This  section  will  inform  the  user 
about  any  precautions  to  take  to  pro- 
tect oneself,  other  humans,  pets  and 
the  environment.  It  will  include  any 
protective  clothing  or  equipment  the 
user  should  use.  Read  this  section 
carefully,  and  follow  all  of  the  precau- 
tions stated. 

First  Aid  Instructions: 

This  part  of  the  label  is  sometimes 
referred  to  as  "Statement  of  Practical 
Treatment."  It  will  tell  you  how  to  ad- 
minister first  aid  to  yourself  or  so- 
meone you  suspect  may  have  been  ex- 
posed to  that  particular  product. 
Thoroughly  understand  this  section 
of  the  label  before  opening  a  pesticide 
container. 

Physical  and  Chemical  Hazards: 

This  section  will  tell  the  user  if  the 
product  is  flammable  or  any  other 
chemical  or  physical  hazard  for  that 
particular  product. 

Storage  and  Disposal: 

This  section  will  inform  the  user  of 
any  specific  storage  requirements.  All 
pesticides  should  be  stored  in  a  secure 


area  out  of  reach  of  children.  In  Lou- 
isiana it  is  illegal  to  burn  or  bury  any 
pesticide  container.  If  you  are  unsure 
of  how  to  legally  dispose  of  the  con- 
tainer, contact  the  Louisiana  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

Remember,  the  pesticide  label  is  the 
law.  You  should  understand  the 
pesticide  label  thoroughly  before  you 
select,  buy,  mix,  apply,  store  or 
dispose  of  the  pesticide. 

By  following  all  of  the  label  directions, 
you  know  you  will  be  using  the  pesticide 
safely  and  effectively! 

If  there  are  parts  of  the  pesticide  label 
you  do  not  understand  or  are  unsure  of, 
contact  your  parish  Extension  office 
before  using  the  pesticide. 

Mary  L.  Groder,  Ph.D, 
Pesticide  Safety  Specialist 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  24) 

C.  FACTORY  PROCESSES/ 
OPERATION/LOSSES 

Dr.  Harold  Birkett.  Milling  proposal. 

Dr.    Steve    Clarke.    Clarification   and 
filtration. 

Dr.  Donal  Day.  Color  formation  in  the 
sugar  mill. 

Dr.  Arch  Hill.  Automation  of  multiple 
effect  evaporators  II. 

Dr.  Michael  Saska.  Desugarization  of 
sugarcane  molasses. 
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ASCL  COMPUTER  USER'S  GROUP  UPDATE 

By  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


The  computer  user's  group  meeting, 
held  on  January  22,  1993  was  well  at- 
tended. Many  thanks  are  extended  to 
Dr.  Ken  Wegenhoft  of  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  for  help- 
ing out  with  last  minute  program 
changes  and  for  reviewing  some  of  the 
anticipated  regulations  concerning 
pesticide  record  keeping. 

The  guest  speaker,  Dave  Jones, 
presented  a  high  powered  program 
capable  of  handling  many  different  farm 
applications.  The  "Doane  System  for 
Sugar  Cane  Growers"  is  organized  in 
such  a  way  that  single  entry  record- 
keeping is  possible.  The  package  in- 
cludes modules  that  handle  payroll, 
general  ledger,  enterprise  cost  account- 
ing and  accounts  payable  applications. 
Also  included  is  a  sugarcane  data  base 
that  allows  a  grower  to  keep  records  of 
field  inputs  as  well  as  yields.  The  pro- 
gram can  also  be  used  to  keep  pesticide 
application  records.  Although  it  doesn't 
come  cheap,  the  program  seems  to  have 
potential  to  help  some  growers  in  the  in- 
dustry. If  you  would  like  more  informa- 
tion about  this  program  please  give  us 
a  call  at  the  League  office. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  computer  usage  as  it 
affects  sugarcane  farm  management. 
Probably  much  of  this  interest  is  due  to 
the  new  pesticide  regulations  that  make 
it  mandatory  to  keep  records  of 
restricted  use  pesticide  applications. 
Although  the  regulations  have  not  been 
finalized,  it  appears  that  detailed 
records  will  be  required.  Undoubtedly 
computers  will  play  a  vital  part  in  help- 
ing growers  to  keep  proper  records. 

All  this  talk  about  computers  and 
pesticide  record  keeping  is  new  to  most 


growers  and  a  little  intimidating  at  first. 
This  is  understandable.  That's  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  computer  user's  group 
was  formed;  to  provide  a  way  for  sugar- 
cane growers  using  computers  to  help 
each  other.  Those  in  the  industry  who 
have  been  using  computers  in  farm 
management  have  been  a  valuable 
resource  to  those  just  getting  started 
with  computers.  The  computer  user's 
group  directory  now  has  about  125 
members  listed  with  information  about 
the  type  of  systems  being  used  and  other 
details  that  may  help  others  in  the  in- 
dustry. If  you  are  not  currently  listed  in 
the  directory,  let  us  know  about  it,  we 
will  be  happy  to  accommodate  you. 

Many  growers  have  voiced  interest 
in  a  system  that  is  easy  to  understand, 
doesn't  take  much  time  to  run  and  furn- 
ish detailed  financial  information  as 
well  as  field  records.  In  addition,  the  pro- 
gram shouldn't  cost  an  arm  and  a  leg! 
Most  will  agree  that  this  is  an  im- 
pressive wish  list,  but  there  are  pro- 
grams available  that  only  need  minor 
modifications  to  be  usable  for  sugarcane. 
Two  of  these  programs  are  being  re- 
viewed by  League  staff  members.  Both 
of  them  are  promising,  and  are  afford- 
able. Future  bulletin  articles  will  keep 
you  posted  on  any  new  developments.  If 
you  have  any  suggestions,  let  us  know. 
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Building  Bigger 

Sugarcane  Profits 

Bequires  The 

BipHTTnoLS. 


You  won't  find  a  better  tool  for  boosting  sugarcane  profits  than  ASULOX^ 
brand  lierbicide.  ASULOX^  lets  you  control  rhizone  johnsongrass  up  to  18 
inches  tall  in  Louisiana*  when  the  proper  rate  of  8  pints  per  acre  is  used. 
It  also  delivers  powerful  control  of  a  host  of  other  problem  grasses.  And 
no  other  herbicide  is  as  gentle  to  your  cane. 
ASULOX'^:  The  right  tool  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


ASULOX 


fWP  RHONE-POULENC 


Brand  Herbicide 
■EPA  #246-447 


Rhonc-Poulenc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive.  Research  Triangle  Park. 
NC  27709.  For  additional  product  information,  please  call:  1-800-334-9745.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Rhonc-Poulenc.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow  label  directions,  t"  1993  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Ag  Company 
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THE  MAXXUM'  SHUHLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


SB 
5Si 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or   vice   versa. 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 


My  first  two  months  have  passed 
quickly  with  NAFTA,  GATT,  Market- 
ing Allotment  Rules  and  Regulations, 
cane  planter  development,  grower 
meetings,  etc.  .  .  .  filling  my  days,  and 
sometimes  nights.  All,  thus  far,  has 
been  very  time  consuming  and  has  kept 
me,  to  date,  from  having  the  opportuni- 
ty to  visit  around  the  sugar  belt  and  per- 
sonally get  to  know  you. 

Another  reason  for  wanting  to  visit 
"one  on  one"  with  members  is  to  make 
sure  everyone  in  the  sugar  business 
knows  we  (the  staff  and  Board)  are  work- 
ing for  all  of  the  sugar  industry.  The 
reason  for  this  comment  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  during  the  past  two  months. 
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the  League  has  been  accused  of  not 
representing  new  growers  as  respects 
the  Board  stand  in  favor  of  implement- 
ing the  Marketing  Allotment/Propor- 
tionate Shares  law.  There  were,  and  still 
are,  a  small  group  of  growers  who  ap- 
parently haven't  read  the  law  and  have 
established  a  mind  set  closed  to  hearing 
the  entire  scenario. 

This  mind  set  is  what  is  presently 
bothering  me.  Until  everyone  in  the  in- 
dustry, growers  and  processors  alike, 
realize  that  "we"  are  all  in  this  business 
together,  we  will  not  be  able  to  affect 
those  agendas  in  Baton  Rouge  or  Wash- 
ington that  impact  our  industry.  We 
may  not  always  agree  on  all  issues,  but 
it  is  inherent  that  everyone  in  the  in- 
dustry trust  that  this  organization  is 
working  in  your  best  interest.  "There  is 
no  conspiracy!" 

I  ask  that  in  the  future,  anyone  who 
has  a  concern,  ginpe,  or  suggestions 
bring  them  to  the  meetings  for  discus- 
sion and  resolution.  It  does  no  one  any 
good,  particularly  the  industry  as  a 
whole,  if  individuals  or  small  gi'oups  are 
spreading  information  that  is  not  truly 
founded  in  fact.  If  we  are  to  survive,  we 
must  look  forward  to  future  battles 
while  contemplating  action  on  present 
issues,  and  stand  together  as  one.  We 
will  not  always  agree,  but  it  is  im- 
perative that  a  consensus  is  achieved 
and  adopted.  Division  will  only  conquer 
you  and  the  industry  you  say  you  want 
to  save. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


INDUSTRY  CALLS  FOR 
MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS 

"It  is  imperative  that  marketing 
allotments  be  implemented  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  to  maintain  the  integri- 
ty of  the  sugar  program,"  the  cane  in- 
dustry responded  after  USDA  issued  its 
proposed  rule  on  "Sugar  and  Crystalline 
Fructose  Marketing  Allotment  Regula- 
tions for  Fiscal  Years  1992  Through 
1996"  on  March  25,  1993.  These  regula- 
tions were  first  published  on  December 
2,  1991. 

The  League,  in  conjunction  with  all 
other  cane  industry  organizations  and 
companies  as  well  as  three  beet  sugar 
grower  and  processor  groups,  signed  a 
joint  letter  to  the  Deputy  Administrator 
for  Program  Analysis  commenting  on 
the  proposed  rule  and  the  need  to  main- 
tain a  proper  balance  of  allocations  be- 
tween beet  and  cane  sugar  and  crystal- 
line fructose.  The  letter  quoted  the 
House  Report  to  the  Farm  Bill  which 
states  that,  "the  Committee  believes  it 
is  important  to  ensure  sufficient 
throughput  to  maintain  a  healthy  cane 
refining  industry  and  to  ensure  con- 
tinued access  to  the  U.S.  market  by 
traditional  foreign  suppliers."  There- 
fore, these  comments  from  the  industry 
urge  USDA  to  use  "past  marketings"  as 
the  predominant  or  sole  criterion  in 
determining  the  split  of  allotments 
assigned  to  beet  and  cane  sugar. 

In  addition  to  the  general  remarks 
of  the  joint  letter,  the  League,  as  well  as 
other  individual  organizations,  submit- 
ted its  own  comments  on  the  regula- 
tions, citing  passages  specific  to  the 
Louisiana  industry.  You  may  contact 
the  League  office  in  Thibodaux  if  you 
would  like  a  copy  of  this  document. 

Representatives  from  the  cane  in- 
dustry   have    plans    to    meet    with 


Secretary  Espy  to  urge  the  institution 
of  marketing  allotments  to  prevent  the 
negative  effects  of  an  oversupplied  sugar 
market. 

TRADE  UPDATE 

On  April  9,  President  Clinton  stated 
that  he  intends  to  ask  Congress  to  ap- 
prove legislation  to  renew  fast  track 
authority  for  the  Uruguay  Round  in 
order  to  continue  negotiations  under  the 
GATT.  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Mickey  Kantor  told  Congress  earlier 
that  Clinton  planned  to  request  an  ex- 
tension in  order  to  re-negotiate  several 
aspects  of  the  existing  Dunkel  text  in 
areas  such  as  anti-dumping  and  intellec- 
tual property  rights.  Fast  track  authori- 
ty hastens  congressional  consideration 
of  trade  pacts,  and  includes  limits  on 
Congress'  ability  to  amend  agreements 
negotiated  by  the  Administration.  Cur- 
rent fast-track  authority  expires  May  31 
and  required  a  90-day  advance  notice  of 
intent  to  enter  into  an  agreement.  The 
extension  would  require  Clinton  to 
notify  the  Congress  no  later  than 
December  15,  1993,  thus  a  120-day 
notice,  of  his  intention  to  sign  a  GATT 
agreement  before  the  new  deadline  of 
April  15,  1994. 

Negotiations  on  side  agreements  to 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment which  began  on  March  17  and  18, 
1993,  in  Washington  are  scheduled  to 
continue  the  week  of  April  12  in  Mex- 
ico City.  President  Clinton  has  stated 
that  he  will  not  send  NAFTA  imple- 
menting language  to  Congress  without 
side  agreements  on  labor,  environment, 
and  import  surges.  There  continues  to 
be  much  speculation  on  just  how  far 
these  side  agreements  will  be  able  to  go 
in  making  adjustments  to  the  agree- 

{Coutinued  on  page  26) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

EXTREME  DANGER  IN  GROWING  UNRELEASED  VARIETIES 
CURRENT  WET  CONDITIONS  —  ACREAGE  REPORTS 


As  your  League  Agronomists  travel 
across  the  cane  belt  we  sometimes  see 
or  hear  about  varieties  that  we  know 
have  not  been  released  to  this  industry 
for  commercial  production.  Some  of 
these  are  varieties  that  have  been 
discarded  from  the  Variety  Develop- 
ment Program  and  have  been  replanted 
from  seed  that  was  on  experiment  sta- 
tions, secondary  stations,  or  test  fields. 
Other  cases  have  been  seedcane  that 
was  brought  to  Louisiana  from  some 
other  area.  Many  growers  take  the  no- 
tion that  if  a  variety  is  good  enough  to 
be  included  in  the  breeding  program  or 
brought  to  secondary  seed  increase  sta- 
tions then  it  is  good  enough  to  be  grown 
commercially  and  anybody  can  make 
money  from  it.  The  same  thinking  oc- 
curs with  varieties  that  are  grown  com- 
mercially in  some  other  industry.  Unfor- 
tunately there  are  major  flaws  with  this 
logic. 

The  Louisiana  Variety  Development 
Program  is  conducted  cooperatively  by 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League.  Varieties  are  dropped 
from  the  program  only  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  cooperating  agencies  which 
means  that  a  discarded  variety  usually 
has  at  least  one  major  flaw.  Often  this 
reason  is  poor  harvestability,  less  than 
acceptable  resistance  to  diseases  or  in- 
sects, or  some  other  major  component  of 
production  which  could  hurt  a  grower  if 
he  had  any  amount  of  this  cane  on  his 
farm  As  a  result,  growers  are  always 
warned  not  to  increase  discarded 
varieties. 

However,  this  is  not  the  only  reason 


why  it  is  DANGEROUS  to  plant 
unrealesed  varieties.  Once  a  variety  is 
discarded  from  the  yield  tests  it  is  also 
dropped  from  disease  and  insect 
resistance  tests.  Usually  not  much  is 
known  about  the  disease  resistance  of 
these  dropped  varieties,  especially  for 
diseases  new  to  Louisiana  and  even 
more  so  for  diseases  that  are  in 
neighboring  states  but  not  yet  in  Louis- 
iana. This  is  very  true  for  leaf  scald 
which  was  just  identified  in  Louisiana 
last  fall.  It  is  very  possible  that  acreage 
of  an  unreleased  variety  could  be  a 
"typhoid  Mary"  and  could  cause  an  area 
to  build  up  in  a  disease  which  would  not 
necessarily  happen  if  this  variety  were 
not  present.  It  would  be  very  damaging, 
not  only  to  your  yields,  but  also  to  your 
relationship  with  your  neighbors  if  an 
unreleased  variety  on  your  farm  was  the 
culprit  in  the  spread  of  a  new  disease. 
Not  only  is  this  a  concern  with  leaf  scald 
but  there  are  several  diseases  and  in- 
sects that  occur  in  Florida  and  Texas 
that  do  not  occur  here.  There  is  top  dry 
rot,  basilliform  virus,  numerous  leaf 
diseases,  and  other  diseases  that  can  be 
seen  in  Florida  and  of  course  Texas  has 
the  Mexican  Rice  Borer.  It  is  very  im- 
portant that  growers  realize  the  signifi- 
cance of  growing  unreleased  varieties. 
There  is  a  Memorandum  of  Understan- 
ding that  exists  between  LSU,  USDA 
and  the  League  that  covers  the  Variety 
Development  Program.  As  part  of  that 
agreement,  the  movement  of  unreleas- 
ed varieties  is  not  only  disallowed  but 
there  are  numerous  precautions  to  see 
that  it  does  not  happen.  If  you  know  of 
unreleased    varieties    that    are    being 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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An  aB-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action™ 
mechanical  fi-ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi*ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line^ 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Things  are  moving  very  quickly  in 
the  Legislature.  Apparently,  most 
legislators  plan  to  make  good  on  their 
promise  to  end  this  regular  session  ear- 
ly to  make  amends  for  the  expense  of  the 
three  week  special  session  that  ac- 
complished little. 

What  does  this  mean  to  us?  Bills  are 
moving  at  an  extremely  rapid  pace 
which  will  create  more  difficulty  in 
mustering  grass  roots  support  for  a  bill 
or  to  kill  a  bill.  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the 
things  the  trial  attorney  association  is 
counting  on.  The  association  newsletter 
plainly  states  that  it  will  attempt  to 
move  its  bills  so  quickly  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  to  get  word  to  the  people 
back  home  to  stop  these  bills. 

We  urge  you  to  contact  your 
legislators  NOW  and  tell  them  in 
general  terms  that  you  are  opposed  to 
the  trial  attorney  package  —  any  bills 
that  would  liberalize  the  tort  system. 
Additionally,  let  them  know  that  you  op- 
pose the  effort  to  repeal  right  to  work 
and  efforts  to  bring  tort  into  workers 
comp  issues.  Some  of  the  more  onerous 
bills  and  bill  numbers  are  listed  below. 

On  the  positive  side.  Rep.  Sydnie 
Mae  Durand  has  already  moved  a  bill 
through  the  House  that  will  provide  for 
a  reduction  in  permit  cost  for  overweight 
harvest  season  trucks.  Sen.  Craig 
Romero  will  handle  this  bill  on  the 
Senate  side. 

A  package  of  five  budget  and  spend- 
ing reforms  by  Rep.  Steve  Theriot  has 
already  moved  through  the  House. 
These  are  "good  government"  bills. 

As  of  this  writing,  we  are  still 
reviewing  the  more  than  3,000  bills  that 
have  been  filed,  and  will  be  discussing 
them  in  more  detail  with  Charlie  Melan- 
con  at  a  later  date.  In  the  meantime,  this 


is  a  partial  listing  of  the  biUs  we  will 
oppose. 

Agency  Shop  —  This  is  a  rerun  of 
last  year's  attempt  to  repeal  Louisiana's 
Right  to  Work  law  by  forcing  employees, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  pay  union 
dues,  fees  or  assessments  to  a  labor 
organization  in  order  to  get  or  keep  a 
job.  (HB  1066-Anding). 

Workers  Comp  —  These  bills 
threaten  to  bankrupt  our  workers  comp 
system  by  raining  costs  for  employers 
while  also  encouraging  greater  involve- 
ment and  fees  for  plaintiff  lawyers.  (HB 
218,  219,  221,  222,  223  -  Murray). 

Third  Party  Tort  -  These  bills 
severely  limit  an  employer's  immunity 
from  lawsuits.  (HB  860-Singleton;  HB 
1692-Travis;  HB  1849-Singleton;  SB 
782-Landry;  SB  956-McPherson;  SB 
1053-Kelly). 

Prevailing  Wage  —  These  bills 
would  cost  taxpayers  millions  of  dollars 
by  reenacting  a  state  prevailing  wage 
law.  (HB  343-Armstrong;  HB 
430-Travis;  HB  1060-Travis;  SB 
468-Cross). 

Unemployment  Compensation 
Bills  —  These  bills  would  severely 
damage  the  solvency  of  Louisiana's 
Unemployment  Compensation  Trust 
Fund  and  threaten  to  return  employers 
to  the  crisis  situation  of  the  late  '80's. 
(HB  459,  460,  857-Anding;  SB 
576-Cross;  SB  917-Morial;  SB945, 
946,  947,  948-Sevario). 

Taxes,  Exemptions,  Suspensions, 
Credits  —  This  wide  range  of  legislation 
attacks  every  business  tax  incentive 
from  industrial  tax  exemptions  and  net 
operating  losses  to  occupational  license 
taxes.  (HB  248-A.  Alexander;  HB  661- 

(Continued  on  page  30) 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


SOLID  WASTE  MANAGEMENT  FOR  1993  SEASON 


Recent  publicity  about  Louisiana's 
newly  revised  solid  waste  regulations 
resulted  in  a  number  of  inquiries  from 
farmers  and  processors  on  what  is  lawful 
for  operation  during  the  1993  sugar  cane 
harvesting/grinding  season.  Revised 
solid  waste  regulations,  greatly  ex- 
panded in  scope  compared  to  previous 
regulations,  were  approved  by  the 
Governor  on  February  5, 1993,  and  went 
into  effect  immediately. 

The  new  solid  waste  rules  prohibit 
some  long-standing  waste  management 
practices  in  businesses  and  industries 
including  farming  and  food  processing, 
and  these  practices  were  lawful  right  up 
to  the  effective  date  of  the  new  regula- 
tions. Correcting  or  eliminating  newly 
outlawed  practices  often  cannot  be  ac- 
complished overnight,  and  a  reasonable 
(i.e.,  short)  period  of  time  is  ordinarily 
allowed  for  individuals  and  industries 
affected  to  achieve  compliance.  Some- 
times, the  "reasonable"  time  period 
needed  to  achieve  compliance  is  a  source 
of  dispute  between  a  regulatory  agency 
and  the  regulated  community. 

Fortunately,  the  new  solid  waste 
regulations  treat  agricultural  residues 
in  a  progressive  way.  Agricultural 
residues  are  not  necessarily  treated  as 
"waste"  unless  they  are  discarded  or 
otherwise  handled  in  some  way  that  is 
harmful  to  land,  air  or  water  environ- 
ment. The  regulations  allow  these 
materials  to  be  put  to  good  uses 
(recoverable  resources)  and  thereby 
avoid  the  expensive  permitting,  mon- 
itoring, reporting,  and  fee  assessments 
provided  for  in  the  new  regulations.  In 


other  industries,  residues  are  considered 
as  solid  waste  unless  used  directly  as  a 
by-product  whereas  residues  from 
agriculture  are  not  regulated  as  "solid 
waste"  unless  improperly  handled  or 
wasted. 

The  mechanism  used  in  the  new 
regulation  for  dealing  with  agricultural 
residues  is  best  management  practice 
(BMP)  plans.  The  new  regulations  ex- 
empt agricultural  residues  stored,  pro- 
cessed or  disposed  of  on  the  site  where 
crops  are  grown  or  stored,  processed  or 
disposed  of  in  accordance  with  a  BMP 
plan  that  has  been  approved  in  writing 
by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. These  BMP  plans  must  identify 
the  environmentally  acceptable  means 
by  which  agricultural  residues  can  be 
recovered,  treated  if  necessary,  used  con- 
structively for  fuel  or  other  by-products, 
and  unused  residues  returned  and  ap- 
plied properly  to  agricultural  lands  for 
soil  enrichment  or  conservation. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
has  organized  a  committee  of  sugar  cane 
producers  and  processors  to  assist  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  developing 
promptly  a  BMP  plan  for  sugar  cane  pro- 
cessing. The  initial  committee  con- 
ference which  was  held  April  15,  1993, 
identified  at  least  five  classes  of  off-the- 
farm  sugar  cane  residues  for  which 
BMPs  must  be  written.  These  residues 
include: 

1.  Mud  and  detritus  from  washing 
cane  stalks 

2.  Cane  juice  processing  (filter  press) 
muds 

(Continued  on  page  27) 


MAY  1,  1993 


9 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


MORE  "WHAT'S  NEW?" 


We  are  used  to  being  able  to  apply 
simple  ideas  and  assumptions  to  the 
sugar  industry  and  these  assumptions 
seems  to  work  fairly  well  up  to  a  point. 
Their  basis  may  be  fairly  logical  and  is 
often  supported  by  some  data  which  was 
produced  in  the  early  days  of  the 
technological  development  of  the  in- 
dustry when  experimental  techniques 
were  much  less  sophisticated  than  those 
currently  available.  There  is,  of  course, 
the  danger  that  we  can  get  bogged  down 
in  the  minute  details  of  a  research  in- 
vestigation and  fail  to  see  the  broader 
and  usually  fuzzier  big  picture. 

At  what  point  should  we  question 
these  assumptions  or  oversimplifica- 
tions, even  though  we  may  have  no  ade- 
quate substitute.  The  prerequisite  for 
good  research  is  the  willingness  to  ques- 
tion these  assumptions.  In  this  article  I 
hope  to  outline  some  of  the  questions 
that  are  being  asked  in  current  studies 
related  to  factory  operation.  The  topics 
included  are  a  rather  random  collection 
but  I  hope  to  illustrate  that  new  ideas 
are  constantly  being  brought  forth. 
Some  (most?)  of  these  will  go  nowhere. 

Mill  capacity  calculations  can  be 
performed  on  the  basis  if  certain 
assumptions  and  the  literature  of  the  in- 
dustry contains  a  variety  of  equations 
for  this  purpose.  In  recent  observations 
of  mills  in  different  locations  and  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  noted  a  84"  milling 
tandem  which  had  a  throughput  of  less 
than  4,000  tons  of  cane  per  day  and  a 
48"  tandem  which  regularly  exceeded 
5,000  tons  of  cane  per  day.  The  extrac- 


tion achieved  by  the  two  mills  was 
similar.  Cane  preparation  obviously 
plays  a  role  and  was  definitely  better  in 
the  second  case  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  major  difference  is  the  willingness 
of  the  mill  engineers  to  run  the  mill  at 
a  high  speed.  The  general  assumption  is 
that  higher  milling  speeds  will  result  in 
increased  extraction  losses. 

Preliminary  work  in  Australia  at 
the  Sugar  Research  Institute  on  high 
speed  milling  tests  show  small  extrac- 
tion losses  at  higher  milling  speeds.  The 
purpose  of  the  program  is  to  assess  the 
reduction  in  the  level  of  extraction  pro- 
duced by  an  increase  in  milling  speed 
and  crushing  rate.  In  the  laboratory, 
milling  speeds  could  be  increased  by 
200%  but  in  the  factory  an  increase  of 
only  20%  was  possible.  This  problem  of 
inadequate  supplies  of  identical  cane 
made  factory  and  laboratory  com- 
parisons difficult  and  the  comment  was 
made  that  "the  laboratory's  small  equip- 
ment would  be  unlikely  to  produce  con- 
vincing results  without  comparison  with 
factory  results".  However,  results  are 
encouraging  and  the  long  term  program 
will  improve  our  understanding  of  this 
critical  area  of  factory  operation. 
Although  many  significant  mechanical 
problems  would  arise  in  running  the 
mills  at  much  higher  speeds,  the  in- 
creased throughput  could  well  outweigh 
them. 

Our  understanding  of  color  transfer 
and  development  in  process  has  in- 
creased greatly  and  there  is  a  surge  in 
(Continued  on  page  28) 
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NiCHOLLS  State  University 
Sugar  Institutes 


The  1993  institutes  will  be:  Raw  Cane  Sugar 
Manufacture:  May  31 -June  10;  Sugar  Cane 
Production:  June  21-July  1;  Cane  Sugar 
Refiners:  July  12-23.  For  more  information 
contact:  Dr.  Robert  Falgout,  Dept.  of 
Agriculture,  Nicholls  State  University,  P.O. 
Box  2013,  Thibodaux,  La.  70310.  Tel.:  (504) 
448-4870.  FAX:  (504)  448-4927. 


■  N  MEMORIAM 

E.  B.  (Berk)  Terrill,  Jr. 

E.B.  (Berk)  Terrill,  Jr.,  a  former  Officer  and  Director  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  died  on  April  20,  1993  following  a 
lengthy  illness.  Mr.  Terrill  was  a  resident  of  Brusly  and  served  as  Presi- 
dent of  Harry  L.  Laws  &  Company,  Inc.,  the  owner  of  the  Cinclare 
raw  sugar  mill,  from  1958  until  his  retirement  in  1982,  at  which  time 
he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Laws  Company.  A  member 
of  the  League's  Board  of  Directors  for  19  years.  Berk  Terrill  also  serv- 
ed as  its  Treasurer  from  1980  until  1985.  He  was  a  former  Director 
and  Vice  President  of  Early  and  Daniel  Industries  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
past  President  of  the  Port  Allen  Rotary  Club  and  the  Salvation  Army 
of  Baton  Rouge  and  a  Director  of  the  Bank  of  West  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.  Terrill  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Evelyn  Beard  Terrill,  four 
daughters,  Patricia  Hoffman,  Cynthia  Berlinghoff,  Ellen  Spiller  and 
Clarkson  Balcom,  and  seven  grandchildren. 
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Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  Information  Series  #2 


Pesticide  Educationai  Program 

Spray  Equipment  Washwater  Disposal 


State  and  federal  regulations  on  the 
storage  and  disposal  of  pesticide  con- 
tainers and  spray  equipment  washwater 
are  now  very  stringent.  During  the  next 
10  years,  regulatory  officials  will  adopt 
additional  regulations  governing 
pesticides.  These  regulations  will  cover 
all  phases  of  pesticide  storage  and  ap- 
plication as  well  as  spray  equipment 
washwater  and  container  disposal. 

Laws  in  most  states  don't  hold 
farmers  to  the  same  stringent  re- 
quirements that  now  apply  to  commer- 
cial pesticide  applicators,  but  farmers 
must  comply  with  all  label  require- 
ments. Information  on  the  pesticide  con- 
tainer label  pertaining  to  application 
procedures,  container  disposal  and  spray 
equipment  washwater  disposal  must  be 
carefully  adhered  to.  Farmers  will  be 
held  liable  for  any  soil  or  water  con- 
tamination resulting  from  disposal  of 
leftover  spray  mixes  and  spray  equip- 
ment washwater. 

Farmers  who  store  leftover  pesticide 
mixes  or  spray  equipment  washwater 
for  treatment  or  later  disposal  do  not 
know  what  future  laws  will  be  imple- 
mented, nor  what  it  will  cost  to  comply 
with  these  laws.  For  example,  a  pestcide 
considered  nonhazardous  now  could  be 
declared  hazardous  in  the  future.  In 
such  a  case,  compliance  with  regulations 
pertaining  to  spray  equipment  wash- 
water  disposal  or  the  cleanup  of  soil  or 
water  contaminated  with  pesticides 
could  be  very  expensive. 

Farmers  can  simplify  problems 
associated  with  complying  with  ever- 
changing  state  and  federal  regulations 


by  adopting  a  few  common  sense  prac- 
tices in  the  storage  and  application  of 
pesticides. 

The  big  first  step  involves  knowing 
the  size  of  the  spray  tank  as  well  as  the 
size  of  each  field  that  requires  a 
pesticide  application.  Once  the  spray 
tank  and  field  sizes  are  known  and  the 
sprayer  accurately  calibrated,  the 
farmer  can  then  mix  the  exact  amount 
of  pesticide  for  each  pest  control  job. 
Remember,  the  pesticide  can  be  legally 
applied  in  accordance  with  label 
directions. 

After  mixing  the  exact  amount  of 
material  for  each  pest  control  job,  the 
second  step  is  to  use  an  accurately 
calibrated  sprayer  so  that  100%  of  the 
spray  mix  is  applied  to  the  target  area. 
The  spray  tank  should  be  empty  after 
the  completion  of  each  spray  job!  In  ad- 
dition to  reducing  pesticide  cost,  this 
practice  will  eliminate  problems 
associated  with  the  disposal  of  leftover 
spray  mixes. 

Several  Louisiana  farmers  are  now 
taking  this  procedure  one  step  further. 
They  have  modified  the  outlet  on  the 
spray  tank  to  reduce  the  volume  of 
pesticide  mix  that  cannot  be  pumped 
from  the  tank  and  spray  system. 

After  completion  of  the  spray  job,  the 
equipment  must  be  cleaned  prior  to 
storage  or  the  next  spray  job.  Washing 
the  inside  of  the  spray  tank  with  15  to 
20  gallons  of  clean  water  and  then 
spraying  this  washwater  over  the 
previously  treated  area  is  a  simple  pro- 
cedure   for    accomplishing    this    task. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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PESTICIDE  EDUCATION   PROGRAM      (Continued  from  page  12) 


This  process  should  be  repeated  as 
many  times  as  required  to  clean  the 
spray  system  thoroughly. 

This  process  is  not  as  bad  as  it 
first  sounds  if  a  little  planning  and  a 
few  simple  tricks  are  used.  For  exam- 
ple, the  sprayer  can  be  equipped  with 
quick  change  nozzle  bodies.  You  can 
then  switch  to  a  larger  nozzle  tip  after 
the  initial  batch  of  washwater  has 
been  applied.  This  will  reduce  the 
time  required  to  spray  the  washwater 
over  the  treated  area. 

Farmers  can  also  install  large 
nozzles  inside  the  spray  tank.  A  hose 
can  then  be  connected  to  a  fitting  out- 
side the  spray  tank.  This  will  allow 
farmers  to  wash  the  inside  of  the 
spray  tank  quickly  and  safely. 

The  exterior  of  the  sprayer,  spray 
boom  and  tractor  should  be  washed 
before  leaving  the  field. 

Another  common  sense  practice 
involves  scheduling  spray  jobs  to 
reduce  the  number  of  times  the  equip- 
ment must  be  cleaned.  Pesticides  are 
often  labeled  for  several  crops.  By 
carefully  planning  the  day's  spray 
schedule,  it  may  be  possible  to  apply 
a  second  and  perhaps  a  third  pesticide 
without  washing  and  sprayer. 
However,  before  adopting  this  prac- 
tice, the  label  of  each  pesticide  must 
be  carefully  checked  to  avoid  label 
violations  and  possible  crop  damage. 

The  common  sense  practice  of  us- 
ing 100%  of  the  pesticide  on  each  job 
and  then  washing  the  sprayer  over 
the  treated  area  has  a  lot  of  merit.  In 
addition  to  reducing  pesticide  cost,  it 
eliminates  the  possibility  of  soil  and 
groundwater  contamination  caused 
by  dumping  leftover  pesticide  mixes 
and  washwater  in  one  central  area. 
Most  important,  the  farmer  avoids 
the  cost  and  regulatory  problems 
associated  with  the  storage  and  treat- 
ment of  pesticide  spray  equipment 
washwater. 


Institutions  which  lend  money  for 
the  purchase  or  re-financing  of 
farmland  are  very  concerned  about 
anything  that  could  reduce  the  value 
of  their  collateral.  Potential  en- 
vironmental problems  from  the  im- 
proper use  of  pesticides  or  improper 
container  disposal  are  now  a  major 
consideration  in  the  approval  of  a 
loan.  Poor  container  disposal  or  spray 
equipment  washwater  disposal  prac- 
tices could  jeopardize  the  sale  of 
farmland  or  refinancing  of  farmland. 

Landlords  should  consider  the 
modification  of  lease  agreements. 
They  should  specify  how  pesticides 
are  to  be  stored  and  applied  as  well 
as  how  containers  and  spray  equip- 
ment washwater  will  be  disposed  of. 
The  lease  should  specify  who  will  pay 
legal  fees  and  court  cost  if  one  party 
enters  suit  against  the  other  party 
concerning  the  improper  use  of 
pesticides. 

Landowners  should  inspect  the 
entire  property  periodically  to  be  cer- 
tain pesticides  are  used  properly.  The 
landowner  will  ultimately  be  held  ac- 
countable for  the  cleanup  of  old 
pesticides,  pesticide  containers  and 
contaminated  areas.  This  could  be 
very  expensive  if  the  renter  does  not 
properly  dispose  of  pesticide  con- 
tainers, unused  pesticides  and  spray 
equipment  washwater. 

Renters  should  carefully  inspect 
all  property  for  potential  environmen- 
tal problems  before  signing  a  lease. 
In  certain  situations,  it  may  be  wise 
to  have  a  qualified  firm  conduct  an 
environmental  site  survey  before  ac- 
cepting the  land.  Any  potential  en- 
vironmental problems  should  be 
noted  on  the  lease.  This  will  reduce 
the  possibility  of  the  landowner's 
holding  the  renter  liable  for  pre- 
existing conditions  such  as  old 
pesticides,  contaminated  sites  and  old 
pesticide  containers. 
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CLASSIFIED  / 

WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  war- 
ranty on  engine.  1  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on  tractor. 
Call  (318)  229-4988. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition, 
Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers 
D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504) 
473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office 
or  (318)  856-7948  home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000 
Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD 
4630,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc 
Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  40'  Gooseneck  Trailer  with  Winch,  Dove  Tail  and  Tandum  Dual  Wheels. 
Extra  Heavy  Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache  Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  Call  (318) 
276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


FOR  SALE:  2  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTO  4  Hydraulic  Extra 
Nice  $22,500  &  $28,500,  1978  310  Stagger  $12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846 
Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000.  Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape. 
Call  Jim  at  (318)  394-9991. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has 
2  year  warranty  on  engine.  Price  Reduced.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for 
Transloader  in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4240  Powershift  Tractor;  2  JD  Tractor  4230  Hi-Clearance' 
2  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  1066;  1  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  806;  1  Int'l  1086  Low-Clearance  with  Duals; 
1  Int'l  1294;  1  JD  3-Row  Choppers  with  Offbars;  2  JD  1640  Discs  17'  Wide;  1  Grader 
Blade  12'  Wide  on  Wheels;  New  Ditch  Cleaners,  New  Box  Scrappers  and  Clippers.  Will 
Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  1—3  Row  Cameco  Shaver;  2— Int  Hi  Clearance  966;  2— Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  (318)  856-4622  or  (318)  856-9466. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  23) 
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Use  of  Municipal  Compost  in 
Sugarcane  Production 

Edward  P,  Dunigan,  Head  Agronomy  Department 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

LSU  Agricultural  Center 


It  is  no  secret  that  as  tonnages  of 
municipal  wastes  continue  to  escalate, 
acceptable  disposal  sites  continue  to 
decrease.  Many  communities  are  under 
the  threat  of  serious  curtailment  of  land 
disposal  of  municipal  solid  wastes 
because  of  impending  legislation  or 
simply  running  out  of  available  space. 
Four  LSU  Agricultural  Center  scientists 
are  deeply  involved  in  solving  part  of 
this  problem.  Drs.  Gary  Breitenbeck  and 
Sam  Feagley  of  the  Agronomy  Depart- 
ment, Bill  Hallmark  of  the  Iberia 
Research  Station  and  Art  Haegler  from 
the  Agricultural  Economics  and  Agri- 
business Department  have  a  large  grant 
to  finance  their  research  on  composting 
these  waste  materials  for  use  in 
agriculture.  A  portion  of  this  funding 
has  come  directly  from  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League. 

Landfilling  is  an  increasingly  cost- 
ly and  unpopular  means  of  disposing  of 
urban  wastes.  Dr.  Breitenbeck,  soil 
microbiologist  on  the  project,  believes 
that  composting  offers  a  safe  alternative 
to  many  municipalities.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  day  there  will  be  a  sound  ecolog- 
ical cycle  of  composting  starting  and 
ending  on  the  farm.  Food  and  fiber  are 
produced  and  harvested  in  the  country, 
while  the  products  are  largely  consumed 
in  town.  By  returning  composted  wastes 
to  the  land  where  they,  in  effect, 
originated,  we  can  reduce  potential 
pollution  problems  and  enhance  produc- 
tivity of  our  farmlands. 

These  LSU  Agricultural  Center 
scientists  have  centered  their  research 
in  the  New  Iberia-Lafayette  sugarcane 


area.  The  compost,  supplied  by  theBed- 
minster  Bioconversion  Company,  is  a 
blend  of  municipal  solids  mixed  with 
municipal  sewage  sludge.  These  two 
sources  of  materials  are  turned  in  a 
large  revolving  drum  for  about  three 
days.  During  this  period,  most  of  the 
non-decomposable  material  such  as 
plastic  and  metal  is  eliminated  from  the 
forming  compost.  The  material  is  then 
cured  in  piles  for  about  four  more  weeks. 
This  process  produces  a  finely  divided, 
clean,  odorless,  dark  brown  compost 
resembling  potting  soil. 

This  material  is  a  good  potting  soil 
and  amendment  for  gardens  and  lawns. 
However,  the  sheer  volume  capable  of 
being  produced  requires  that  much 
larger  markets  than  this  be  found. 
Transportation  costs  dictate  that  it  must 
be  used  nearby.  In  many  areas,  agri- 
culture presents  a  very  real  market  that 
might  have  an  economical  use  for  large 
quantities  of  this  compost  as  a  soil 
amendment.  The  researchers  felt 
however,  that  they  should  target  a 
specific  production  problem  to  derive  the 
greatest  economic  value  from  minimal 
application  of  this  compost. 

The  compost  is  a  relatively  stable 
form  of  organic  matter.  Additions  to  soil, 
therefore,  are  not  quickly  decomposed; 
hence,  they  help  to  increase  the  organic 
matter  content  of  our  soils,  which  are 
typically  low  in  organic  matter.  It  also 
improves  soils'  physical  properties,  such 
as  tilth,  water-holding  capacity  and 
water  filtration  rate,  in  addition  to  sup- 
plying plant  nutrients. 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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THE  NEW  TIGER  Hi{ 

(ByLj 

Four  (4)  of  your  neighbors  didn't  have 

Their  advantage  —  The  Tig] 

i 
Shouldn't  you  have  the  best  Harvesting  Sy) 

ORDEr: 


SUGAR  CANE  EQUIPMENT  SPECIALIST 

P.O.  Box  71  (504)  447-3771 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302,  U.S.A.  FAX  (504)  447-8404 


.:^&z^^-: 


Customer  Comments:  J 

Frank  French:  Gounsolin  Bros.  Farms: 

Everybody  was  impressed  with  the  4  Wheel  Drive:  It's  a  feature  that  anybody  who  fan 
a  lot  of  black  land  will  almost  have  to  have.  You  have  seen  it  with  the  loaders  and  the  big  tracto 
this  is  just  another  step  with  the  cutters.  It  gives  you  the  advantage  to  go  into  that  black  land  and  ( 
the  cane  without  having  to  sit  back  and  wait.  It  is  the  only  machine  I  find  that  will  go  after  it  like  th^ 

The  fly  rows  are  great.  The  cane  is  piled  just  behind  the  front  tire.  The  distance  is  so  short  tl 
there  is  virtually  no  chance  for  cane  to  fall  before  it  reaches  the  heap. 

The  stacking  of  the  first  two  rows  is  impressive:  Even  in  extremely  soft  conditions  wh 
the  machine  begins  to  slow  down  due  to  wheel  slip  the  cane  continues  to  be  carried  across  the  re 
and  not  windrowed  like  behind  other  machines. 

The  vision  of  the  top  of  the  row  and  stubble  is  perfect. 


Frank's  Loader  Operator: 

Compared  to  our  3  wheel  harvester  it's  100%  different:  This  harvester  doesn't  swell  tl 
row.  When  you  come  behind  it  to  load  you  don't  have  to  catch  and  pitch  the  cane  to  keep  the  mi 
out.  You  can  roll  right  along.  It  was  beautiful,  I  enjoyed  it. 


VESTING  SYSTEM'' 

ne) 

lem  with  mud  and  scrap  last  season!!! 

vester/The  Tiger  Loader: 

available  saving  your  crop  next  season?? 

'W!!  ^' 

New  advantages  offered  to  our  Industry  for  the  first  time: 

1)  Balanced  4  Wheel  Drive  Harvester  with  a  4  speed  shift  on  the  go  hydrostatic  transmission. 

2)  Positive  stacking  of  the  #1  and  #2  rows  across  the  heap,  (no  adjusting  carrier  height/no 
operator  attention  needed). 

3)  Positive  stacking  of  the  ^3  and  ^4  rows  across  the  heap,  (short  and  redundant  carrier 
system  insures  0%  scrap). 

4)  Elimination  of  any  harvester  tire  rolling  through  the  furrow  over  which  the  cane  will  be  piled. 

5)  Perfect  vision  of  the  top  of  the  row  being  cut.  (gives  the  operator  instant  information  on 
front  end  performance  and  base  cutting  height). 


;.«^S>';^"'.|^ 


Karl  Glazer: 


After  the  hurricane  in  the  condition  the  cane  was  in,  crooked,  twisted,  it  did  an 
excellent  job  of  putting  the  cane  on  the  heap:  The  virgin  furrow,  good  vision,  easy  stacking; 
the  combination  of  all  of  it  really  worked  well  for  us  this  year.  We  feel  we  got  2  to  4  more  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  out  of  our  field  than  other  farmers  with  conventional  harvesters. 

Eric  Hebert: 

I  think  it  did  a  real  good  job  in  down  muddy  condition:  I  picked  up  cane  down  on  the  row 

and  across  the  row.  I  did  a  good  job  stacking:  Once  you  have  the  back  gates  set  you  don't  have 
to  pay  attention  to  them. 

Shane  Hebert: 

We  did  a  good  job  loading:  We  didn't  have  to  deal  with  any  mud  in  the  center  of  the  cane  because 
no  tire  passed  under  the  heap.  All  the  cane  was  laid  well  across  the  row.  Very  minimal  scrap  behind 
the  loader. 


Software  for  use  in  the 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  Industry 


by:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


Due  to  the  increased  number  of  in- 
quiries concerning  available  software 
for  use  on  sugarcane  farms,  the  follow- 
ing list  is  provided  to  help  those  of  you 
who  are  interested  in  purchasing,  a 
system.  The  American  Sugarcane 
League  does  not  endorse  or  recommend 
any  one  Company's  software  (or  hard- 
ware). This  list  is  simply  intended  as  an 
information  source  and  contains  only  a 
small  portion  of  all  available  farm  soft- 
ware and  may  not  include  programs  cur- 
rently being  used  by  some  sugarcane 
growers.  If  you  know  of  other  programs 
that  are  not  listed,  please  let  us  know. 

The  prices  quoted  are  from  the  most 
recent  information  sent  to  the  League  of- 
fice and  may  be  subject  to  change  at  any 
time.  A  brief  description  of  each  pro- 
gram is  included,  along  with  a  key  to 
help  the  reader  know  which  programs 
have  been  reviewed  for  sugarcane 
usage. 

Key:      *  —  Programs  have  not  been 
reviewed  by  ASCL 
*  *  —  Programs  have  been 
reviewed  and  appear 
to  be  usable  for  sugar- 
cane growers. 
***  —Programs  are  current-       2. 
ly  being  used  by 
sugarcane  growers. 

1.  Agri-Logic  Solution  Systems  (**) 
State  Road  59,  South 
Route  17,  Box  198  B 
Brazil,  Indiana  47834 
Telephone:  1-800-444-8214  or 
(812)  442-8214 

—  Instant  Survey:  field  mapping 
program  integrates  map  draw- 
ings with  text,  databases  and 


images.  Requires  IBM  compati- 
ble 386  or  486,  Windows  3.1,  2 
megs  memory,  hard  drive, 
mouse,  math  coprocessor  for 
speed.  $395  Works  with 
digitizer  or  scanner,  but  best 
with  scanner.  Full  page  scanner 
$475.  The  company  will  scan 
maps  for  $4/map. 

—  Instant  Crops:  helps  track  in- 
puts and  break  even  prices,  EPA 
pesticide  information,  yield  by 
firm,  field  and  crop,  landlord 
reports,  scouting  reports.  Re- 
quires IBM  compatible  286  or 
above,  VGA  or  EGA  monitor. 
Hard  drive,  550  K  available 
memory.  $295. 

—  Accounting:  program  separate 
at  present,  but  plan  to  have  in- 
tegrated accounting/field  record 
package  available  by  mid  1993. 
Accounting  program  alone  is 
$220  requires  IBM  compatible 
or  Apple  Macintosh  with  at 
least  512K  memory. 

—  Special  package  pricing  for  two 
or  more  products. 

Data  Transmission  Network  (DTN) 
9110  West  Dodge  Road 
Omaha,  Neb.  68114 
Telephone:  1-800-485-4000 

(**)  Will  soon  be  in  place  in  the 
industry. 

—  Color  Weather  radar  updated 
every  15  minutes 

—  Commodity  Quotes  —  Ag  News 

—  Cash  Grain  and  Livestock  Bids 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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—  DTN  provides  all  the  equipment 
necessary  to  receive  the  infor- 
mation. Installation:  $150  for 
F.M.,  Cable,  or  C-Band,  $250  for 
Small  Dish  (KU) 

Annual  Subscription:  $480 

3.  Doane  Agricultural  Services  Co.  (**) 
Software  Division 

4900  SW  Griffith  Drive,  Suite  125 
Beaverton,  Oregon  97005 
Telephone:   1-800-367-7082 

—  Enterprise  accounting,  payroll, 
field  applications  manager, 
farm  inventory,  equipment 
manager,  sugar  cane  data  base. 
Powerful,  integrated  system. 
$2300  for  total  program  plus 
$225  Annual  maintenance  fee. 

4.  Farm  Data  Systems    (***) 

902  Jefferson  Terrance,  Suite  C 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 
Telephone:    (318)369-3129 

—  Questionnaire:  Enter  informa- 
tion on  acreage,  yields,  sugar 
and  molasses  payments, 
landlord  payments,  planting 
ratio,  etc.,  for  various  years  of 
production.  Information  is  used 
to  produce  these  reports: 

—  Cost  Per  Acre  Report  (actual 
and  projected)  Breaks  down  ac- 
tual cost  per  acre  associated 
with  each  generation  of  cane 
along  with  the  proportionate 
variable  and  direct  cost. 

—  Production  Statistical  Report 

gives  basic  rotation  calculations 
and  tons  harvested  during  the 
nine  year  cycle. 

—  Net  Income  Report  calculates 
net  income  on  a  crop  with  no 
regard  to  time. 

—  Proforma  (cash  flow  analysis) 
displays  monthly  cash  flow  on 


income,  expenses,  interest 
charges,  loan  payments,  and 
mill  retention  payments  from 
last  year. 

—  Breakeven  Analysis  calculate 
tons  per  acre  necessary  to  cover 
costs  associated  with  that  year's 
crop. 

—  Nine  Year  Recap  reports  the 
bottom  line  values  without  hav- 
ing to  analyze  each  report. 

5.  Farm  Management  System    (*) 
1105  E.  Lincoln  Hwy. 

New  Lenox,  IL  60451 
Telephone:    1-800-992-2814 

—  EASi  Crop  Records:  Tracks 
farms,  fields,  crops,  fertilizer, 
soil  tests,  etc.  to  produce  reports. 
Some  of  these  are  Field  Sum- 
mary, Complete  Field,  Income 
over  direct  costs.  Fertilizer  and 
Pesticide  Applications,  Planting 
and  Variety,  Soil  Test  and 
Scouting.  Requires  MS  DOS  3.1, 
640  K  RAM,  Hard  drive  and 
printer. 

$395 

—  FMS  Crop  Sight:  Field  mapping 
program  with  pop-up  menus, 
works  with  a  digitizer.  Contract 
digitizer  service  available.  Re- 
quires IBM  compatible,  640  K 
RAM,  Hard  drive  and  printer. 
$395 

—  FMS  Accounting:  Easy  to  use 
program  gives  cash  and  accrual 
reports.  No  debit/credit  knowl- 
edge required,  #1  rated  in  sup- 
port. Requires  IBM  compatible, 
640  K  RAM,  Hard  drive.  $495 

6.  Farm  Business  Software    (***)  (*) 
FBS  Systems,  Inc. 

P.O.  Drawer  248 
Aledo,  IL  61231 
Telephone:    1-800-437-7638 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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—  Integrated  production  and 
financial  programs  share  infor- 
mation so  that  one  system  can 
provide  records  for  taxes  and 
cash  flows,  accrual  financial 
analysis,  crop  and  material  in- 
ventories, field  production 
histories,  enterprise  cost 
analysis  including  overhead, 
and  other  records. 

—  Accounting  programs  include 
Smart  Start™  for  $395  and 
TransAction™  Series  (Trans- 
Action  Plus™  5.0  for  $995).  Re- 
quires 512K  RAM  and  hard 
disk,  IBM-PC,  AT,  PS/2  and 
compatibles.  30  day  trial,  $35. 

—  AgMAPP"'*  series  of  field  map- 
ping programs  range  from 
AgMAPP™  Jr.  for  $995  to 
AgMAPP™  Level  I  for  $2,495 
and  upgraded  to  Levels  II  and 
III  for  $495  each.  Requires  at 
least  80286,  IBM  100%  compati- 
ble computer  with  1  MB  RAM, 
EGA  or  VGA  monitor,  MS-DOS 
3.3  or  later,  40  MB  hard  drive, 
and  Windows  supported  digitiz- 
ing tablet. 

—  Crop  Audit™  5.0  field  record 
keeping  system  tracks  inputs  by 
crop  and  by  field,  chemical,  fer- 
tilizer records,  field  production 
histories,  etc.  $595.  Crop  Audit 
Plus™  allows  calculations  on 
costs  per  acre,  per  ton,  etc.  $995. 

7.  Harvest  Computer  Systems    (*) 
R.R.  4  Box  1 
P.O.  Box  738 
Alexandria,  IN  46001 
Telephone:    1-800-284-8483 

—  Accounting  software  includes 
accounts  payable,  checkbook 
balancer,  prints  checks  and  post 
to  expense  accounts  in  one 
operation,  payroll,  prints  W-2s, 


prints  financial  statements  dai- 
ly, monthly  or  yearly,  keeps  up 
to  100  sets  of  books.  Accounting 

-  $625  (trial  size  -  $45)  Payroll 

-  $350  (trial  size  -  $45). 

—  Field  Manager  keeps  detailed 
records  on  each  field,  inputs, 
break-even  levels,  yields,  costs, 
etc.  $495  (trial  size  $45). 

—  Crop  Sight  mapping  program 
allows  crop  inputs,  soil  type 
info.,  acreage  calculations,  etc. 
to  be  put  on  field  maps.  Requires 
IBM  compatible  386  or  higher, 
640K  RAM,  Hard  disk,  Mouse, 
EGA  or  VGA  monitor,  Digitizer. 
$395  (trial  size  -  $10)  Drawing 
service  available. 

—  Offer  trade-in  prices  for  software 
currently  being  used.  Working 
on  interfacing  data  between 
CropSight  and  Field  Manager 
programs  could  possibly  be 
available  late  1993. 

—  60  days  free  support,  then 
$l/minute  or  $135/year. 

Intelligent,  Decisions  Incorporated 
(IDI)    (*) 
P.O.  Box  52274 
8200  Brownleigh  Drive 
Raleigh,  NC  27612 
Telephone:    1-800-666-6641  or 
(919)  783-6111 

—  An  IBM  Industry  Remarketer 
includes  AgManagement 
system.  Advanced  payroll,  ac- 
counts payable,  budgeting  and 
financial  analysis,  equipment 
and  property  management,  and 
field  operational  records.  Offer 
trade-in  discounts  on  software 
being  replaced,  and  on-site 
training. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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—  AgManagement  system:  $595 
Advanced  payroll:  $195  Ac- 
counts payable:  $195  Budget 
and  Financial  Analysis:  $195 
Equipment  and  Property 
Management:  $195  Field 
Operation  Records  $195  Field 
Drawing  Utility  $100 

9.  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
P.O.  Box  95004 
9516  Airline  Hwy.  (***) 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895-9004 
Telephone:    (504)  922-6200 

Pesticide  Recordkeeping  Program 

—  Program  allows  producers  to 
keep  long-term  records  of 
pesticide  applications  and  to  re- 
main in  compliance  with  the 
1990  Farm  Bill.  Over  375 
separate  application  records  can 
be  kept  and  allows  searches  by 
chemical  name  and  by  field. 

—  Requires  IBM  compatible  com- 
puter. Price:  $10  per  program 
includes  user's  manual  and 
postage.  Contact  Wendell  Miley. 

10.  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 

Service  (***) 
Louisiana    State    University    Ag 
Center 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 
Telephone:    (504)  388-414 

Sugarcane  Rotation  Analysis  Model 

—  Program  was  developed  to  help 
growers  determine  the  financial 
results  of  different  sugarcane 
rotations.  The  results  are  based 
upon  estimated  yields,  prices, 
and  costs  of  sugarcane.  Addi- 
tional crops  and  other  sources  or 
uses  of  income  can  be  added  to 
the  model. 

—  The  program  is  free  and  uses 
Lotus  123  version  2  or  later. 
Send  one  diskette  (5V4  or  3V2)  to 
the  above  address  directed  to 
Dr.  Ken  Wegenhoft. 

11.  Louisiana  State  University 


Agricultural  Center    (***) 
Department  of  Agricultural 

Economics  and  Agribusiness 
Louisiana  State  University 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 
Telephone:    (504)  388-2759 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  Budget 

Generator 

—  The  template  used  to  generate 
the  Projected  Costs  and  Returns 
of  Louisiana  Sugarcane  report  is 
available  for  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane growers  to  use.  Each 
grower  can  use  actual,  instead 
of  projected  costs  to  develop  a 
working  budget  for  their  farm 
operation.  Requires  DOS  3.3  or 
later. 

—  The  program  is  free.  Send  one 
diskette  i5VA  or  3V2)  to  the  above 
address  directed  to  Dr.  Arthur 
M.  Heagler. 

12.  Red  Wing  Business  Systems  (***)  (*) 
610  Main  St. 
Red  Wing,  MN  55066 
Telephone:    1-800-732-9464 

—  This  company  offers  a  full  line 
of  software  applicable  to  small 
business  and  farm  use. 

—  Accounting  software  includes 
AgCHEK  IV  general  ledger, 
$595.  Ag  general  ledger,  $495. 
Accounts  Payable,  $495. 
Payroll,  $495.  Asset  Deprecia- 
tion, $495.. 

—  Crop  Management  software  in- 
tegrates with  AgCHEK  IV 
Greneral  Ledger  to  help  a  grower 
know  cost  of  production  for  each 
crop.  Keep  field  and  chemical 
records.  Track  progress  against 
a  budget  plan,  etc.  $395. 

—  The  systems  included  will  oper- 
ate on  any  IBM  or  IBM  compati- 
ble computer.  Memory  require- 
ments vary  with  each  system, 
but  many  require  at  least  640  K 
RAM  and  hard  drive. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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13.  Sugarcane  Software  Limited    (***) 
Rt.  3  Box  3618 
St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 
Telephone:    (318)  364-5458 

—  Sugarcane  farm  record  keeping 
system  designed  by  George 
Patout,  Jr.  especially  for  sugar- 
cane growers.  Written  in  Basic 

—  Daily  mill  sheet  module:  Han- 
dle records  from  up  to  4  sugar 
mills  and  up  to  99  landlords. 

—  Reports  module:  Keep  patch 
records  of  variety  and  stubble. 
Print  4-year  crop  history  and 
rotation  comparison,  Rain 
gauge  records,  parts  list,  sorted 
reports. 

—  Expense  module:  Post  expenses 
to  individual  jobs,  know  costs 
per  acre  for  inputs,  create  ex- 
pense chart  if  have  IBM 
graphics  card. 


RAYNE  PLANE 

The  Very  Best 

Land  Planes 

Carrier  Scrappers 

RAYNE  LAND  PLANES,  INC. 

200  S.  Eastern  Avenue 

Rayne,  Louisiana  70578 

318-334-2101 


Take  Stock 
In  America 

Buy 

U.S.  SAVINGS 
BONDS 


—  Lime    and   fertilizer   module: 

Track  lime  and  fertilizer  ap- 
plication and  landlord  share  of 
cost  if  applicable. 

—  Over  30  inputs  to  describe  each 
field  plus  comment  box. 

—  Program  works  well  on  IBM 
compatible  machines,  but  will 
not  work  on  IBM  computers. 
$300 

14.  Thompson  Farm  Management    (**) 
P.O.  Box  262 
Marks,  Miss.  38646 
Telephone:    (601)  326-5305 

—  Menu-driven  program  that 
allows  one  to  track  inputs  and 
expenses  for  all  farms  and 
fields,  or  individual  farms,  fields 
and  crops. 

—  Requires  IBM  compatible  with 
DOS  and  hard  drive  with  at 
least  512K  memory.  Reports 
will  print  on  Narrow  carriage 
printer. 

—  Accounting  module:  includes 
chart  of  accounts,  journal, 
ledger,  payroll,  and  check  book. 

—  Crops  module:  keeps  acreage 
records  by  variety  and  by  stub- 
ble age  for  all  farms  and  fields. 

—  Chemicals  module:  application 
records  necessary  to  comply 
with  EPA  regulations  are 
reported. 

—  Equipment  module:  keeps  track 
of  equipment  maintenance 
records,  serial  numbers  and 
other  important  information. 

—  Fertilizers  module:  tracks  fer- 
tilizer applications. 

—  Utility  menu:  allows  for 
automatic  change  from  plant 
cane  to  first  stubble,  first  to 
second,  etc. 

—  All  in  one  integrated  program. 
$800.  Free  demo  disk. 
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FOR  SALE:  1—1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  (504)  687-3683  or  (504) 
687-6713.  

FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1066  High  Clearance  —  $10,000; 
Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1466  Cab  &  Air  & 
Duals  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Transloader  mounted  on  Cherry  Truck 
—  $10,000;  John  Deere  2950  Tractor  Cab  &  Air  —  $18,000.  Call  (504)  545-3170  or  (504) 
545-3731 .  

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvester  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted 
on  XT-190  Tractor;  3  Row  Covering  Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides. 
Call  John  Andries  at  (318)  346-7710. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $18,000.00.  Call  night  only 
(504)  785-1078.  

FOR  SALE:  1—1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190 
with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1 ,800  each;  1  —  40'  x  100' 
Building  Frame  no  tim  —  $3,000  each;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator  —  $2,800.  Call 
(318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  Chain  Piler  for  Broussard  Loader  —  $2,200.  Call  (504)  473-6575  after  6:00 
p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer 
lengths.  Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  '87  3394  Case  IH  MFWD  with  duals  —  $20,000;  '73  Int'l  1066  —  $6,500; 
'82  1086  Int'l  with  cab  &  air  $12,500;  '85  2750  JD  Hi-Crop  MFWD  $15,000;  (4  sets)  '88 
Thomson  1 2  ton  Tandem  Direct  Haul  Wagons  $1 2,000  a  set  also  other  Implements  and 
Tools;  '89  Willett  2-Row  Cane  Loader  $30,000.  Call  (504)  473-1030  or  (504)  369-2683. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear 
20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221 . 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call 
(318)  369-3213  day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 


FOR  SALE:  1—  Int'l  1066  Hi-Clearance;  1  —  Prentice  Transloader;  2  —  40'  x  20'  Cane 
Planter  Aides;  1  —  Taylor  Fertilizer  Spreader  Cart;  1  —"V"  Ditcher;  Call  (31 8)  276-4474 
or  (318)  276-6701  after  5:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Prentice  180D  Transloader;  used  three  (3)  months.  Mounted  on  a  used 
GMC  Truck.  Discounted  $10,000.00  (Financing  Available).  Call  Scott  Construction  Equip- 
ment (318)  837-2907. 
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grown  in  your  area  you  should  be  vital- 
ly concerned  about  the  safety  of  your 
own  crop  and  should  let  the  farmer 
know  the  risk  he  is  taking. 

The  same  sort  of  problems  exist  with 
bringing  seed  cane  into  Louisiana  from 
other  areas.  It  would  be  very  easy  to 
have  some  disease  in  this  seed  material, 
especially  since  so  many  of  these  newer 
diseases  have  symptoms  not  easily 
recognized.  Unless  each  stalk  is  split 
open,  it  would  be  impossible  to  insure 
that  no  insects  are  alive  in  the  seed 
material.  There  is  simply  too  much  risk 
involved  to  chance  bringing  in  seed 
material. 

Growers  should  not  take  this  subject 
lightly.  This  subject  is  not  addressed  to 
insult  those  who  may  have  unreleased 
varieties  on  their  farm;  instead,  it  is  ad- 
dressed to  make  sure  that  all  are  aware 


of  the  consequences  of  having  these 
varieties  on  the  farm.  Some  of  the  new 
diseases  mentioned  earlier  can  be  very 
damaging  to  sugarcane.  For  some  of 
them  we  do  not  even  know  the  resis- 
tance or  susceptibility  of  our  commercial 
varieties.  However,  it  will  be  easier  for 
us  to  gather  this  information  on  released 
varieties  than  on  those  canes  which 
have  not  been  released.  There  is  a 
reason  that  the  Memorandum  of  Under- 
standing on  varietal  development  has 
been  in  effect  for  over  60  years  and  that 
is  for  your  protection.  Growers  should  be 
extremely  cautious  about  taking  a 
chance  on  their  future  especially  if  it  is 
a  chance  with  a  variety  that  was  dis- 
carded from  a  program.  Don't  let  anyone 
convince  you  to  grow  a  variety  that  has 
a  risk  of  hurting  you  and  this  industry! 


(Continued  on  page  25) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 

7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1:00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 
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CURRENT  WET  CONDITIONS 

As  of  this  writing,  during  the  second 
week  of  April,  there  has  already  been 
over  22  inches  of  rainfall  this  year. 
Nearly  8  inches  have  been  recorded  just 
during  the  first  15  days  of  April.  This  is 
on  top  of  the  above  average  rainfall  of 
1991  and  1992.  Since  November  1990, 
well  over  220  inches  of  rain  have  been 
recorded  at  the  League  Office  in 
Thibodaux.  This  is  150%  of  the  normal 
rainfall  for  this  same  time  period.  With 
the  cane  having  been  damaged  by  the 
March  12  freeze,  wet  conditions  are  the 
last  thing  this  crop  needs.  It  is  expected 
that  these  conditions  will  allow  addi- 
tional rotting  to  occur  in  some  cane 
shoots.  Some  fields  have  already  re- 
turned to  a  nice  stand  at  this  time  but 
many  others  have  been  slow  to  move 
since  the  freeze  and  are  questionable  at 
this  time.  Because  there  is  a  smaller 
than  normal  plant  cane  acreage  in  the 
belt  this  year  and  with  a  larger  than 
normal  second  stubble  acreage,  it  would 
be  a  likely  prediction  that  this  crop 
would  not  be  much  above  average. 
However,  we  all  know  that  many  factors 
control  the  final  yield  and  that  an  early 


prediction  would  be  foolish.  However,  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  the  current  wet 
weather  conditions  are  certainly  caus- 
ing some  damage  to  a  situation  that 
most  growers  are  already  concerned 
about. 

ACREAGE  REPORTS 

Each  year  the  League  pleads  with 
growers  to  do  a  good  job  of  reporting 
their  total  acreage  and  also  their  seed 
cane  acreage.  It  is  very  frustrating  to 
think  that  we  still  cannot  accurately 
determine  last  year's  per  acre  yields  be- 
cause some  growers  have  not  reported 
their  seed  acreage.  It  is  difficult  enough 
to  track  the  progress  of  this  industry 
with  all  of  the  factors  that  affect  a  cane 
crop;  but,  growers  who  decide  that 
acreage  reports  are  not  important  make 
it  even  worse.  With  the  advent  of  pest- 
icide recordkeeping  and  with  the  possi- 
bility of  acreage  controls,  many  growers 
may  wish  they  had  done  a  better  job  of 
keeping  records  on  their  total  acreage 
and  seed  cane  acreage.  It  would  be  wise 
for  all  growers  to  do  the  best  job  possi- 
ble of  keeping  good  records  and  to  en- 
courage their  neighbors  to  do  likewise. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

ment  in  these  three  areas.  It  appears 
that  all  three  countries  —  Mexico, 
Canada,  and  the  U.S.  —  are  far  from 
agreement  on  these  issues,  and, 
therefore,  according  to  news  reports  and 
editorials,  have  the  potential  to  bog 
down  finalization  of  the  agreement. 

HAAS  NOMINATED  FOR 
POSITION  AT  USDA 

The  President  announced  the 
nomination  of  Ellen  Haas  to  the  position 
of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for 
Food  and  Consumer  Service.  Haas  is  the 
founder  and  Executive  Director  of  the 
Public  Voice  for  Food  and  Health  Policy. 
Previously,  she  was  Director  of  the  Com- 
munity Nutrition  Institute's  Consumer 
Division  and  Acting  Executive  Director 
of  the  National  Consumers  League. 
Haas'  nomination  is  subject  to  Senate 
approval. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


Global  Steel,  Inc 


Save  Up  To  40% 
25x40  30x50  40x60  55x200 

other  sizes  available. 


FREE  SIX  MONTHS 
STORAGE 


37cELj7133TcH 


1-800-526-1110 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

USDA  RESTRUCTURING 
PLANS  CONTINUE 

As  part  of  the  budget  proposal, 
USDA  is  considering  combining  three 
existing  farm  agencies  under  one  divi- 
sion. The  Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA) 
would  administer  farm  and  housing  pro- 
grams, as  well  as  a  variety  of  commodi- 
ty and  land-use  programs  aimed  at  sup- 
porting farm  prices,  adjusting  farm  pro- 
duction, conserving  natural  resources 
and  protecting  the  environment  at  the 
local  level.  Agricultural  Stabilization 
and  Conservation  Service,  Farmers 
Home  Administration  and  the  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  would  be  rolled  into 
the  FSA  and  would  save  the  federal 
government  approximately  $700  million 
in  fiscal  years  1994-1997.  ASCS  respon- 
sibilities for  the  commodity  price  and  in- 
come support  programs  funded  by  the 
CCC  would  be  administered  by  FSA. 
This  new  agency  would  have  to  be  ap- 
proved by  Congress. 


1993  AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALLIANCE 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

Plan  now  to  attend  the  Tenth  An- 
nual International  Sweetener  Sym- 
posium to  be  held  this  year  at  the  Resort 
at  Squaw  Creek  in  Lake  Tahoe,  Califor- 
nia, August  14  through  18. 

The  Symposium  theme,  "Dynamics 
of  Tomorrow's  U.S.  Sweetener  Industry: 
Opportunities  and  Challenges,"  will 
provide  an  appealing  program  for  all 
sugar  and  sweetener  industry  constit- 
uents. Program  participants  will  include 
those  actively  involved  in  formulating 
sweetener  policy  such  as  U.S.  legis- 
lators, domestic  and  foreign  officials,  as 
well  as  economists  and  sweetener  in- 
dustry leaders. 

You  will  receive  your  registration 
materials  in  late  May. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE     (Continued  from  page  9) 


3.  Unused  or  excess  bagasse 

4.  Ash  from  bagasse  combustion 

(a)  furnace  ash  (clinkers) 

(b)  fly  ash 

5.  Loading  yard  and  raodway  debris, 
including  truck  and  wagon  debris 
especially  unprocessable  sugar 
cane  fragments. 

Best  management  practices  are  in- 
tended to  minimize  cane  wastage  and 
the  introduction  of  impurities  at  the 
mill,  to  maximize  constructive  use  of 
residues  for  fuel,  fiber,  aggregate  or 
commercial  soil  conditioners,  and  to 
return  all  unusable  residues  back  to 
farmlands  for  improving  soils  and  crops. 
Obviously,  farmers  must  play  a  big  role 
in  planning  and  implementing  the 
BMPs  to  keep  cane  processing  costs 
down  and  to  get  maximum  crop  produc- 
tion benefits  from  the  residues  recycled 


to  the  farmlands.  Hopefully,  BMPs  can 
be  identified  and  documented  before  the 
end  of  1993  but  probably  not  in  time  for 
full  implementation  during  the  1993 
grinding  season. 

There  is  no  specific  answer  on  what 
is  required  for  the  1993  season.  The  best 
answer  is  simply  that  if  what  you  are  do- 
ing does  not  cause  a  violation  of  water 
quality  standards  or  wastewater 
discharge  permit  limitations,  and  does 
not  cause  an  odor  or  other  nuisance  com- 
plaint from  neighbors,  there  should  be 
no  problem  with  ''solid  waste"  during 
the  1993  grinding  season.  However,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  spillage  and 
promiscuous  dumping  of  mud,  cane 
stalks,  and  leaves  on  off-the-farm  roads 
and  bridges  is  a  public  nuisance  and  en- 
vironmental offense  and  is  not  in  any 
way  "exempted"  under  the  new  solid 
waste  regulations. 


CAJUN  SPRAYING  EQUIPMENT 

introduces 
TAJUN  HOODED  SPRAYERS" 

For  band  spraying  on 
top  of  rows  or  in  furrows 

•  Helps  prevent  drift 

•  Allows  uniform  spraying 
during  windy  conditions 

•  Built  specifically  for  Louisiana 
sugarcane  farmers 

•  Excellent  for  spraying 
ROUND-UP 


l^^jS^ 

? 

^«^tt' «  ^^^<'  ^  __   '.    ^  \                      -v^.             •m 

«^     JHI       .HK"      '^^^B^            ■ 

For  more  information  call:  CAJUN  SPRAYING  EQUIPMENT  at: 
(318)837-3636   orToiiFree   (800)264-1061 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


published  work  in  this  area.  A  conclu- 
sion of  this  research  is  that,  although 
color  increases  with  time  and 
temperature  in  process,  the  intrinsic  col- 
or of  the  cane  plays  a  major  role.  Also, 
the  conditions  for  chemical  stability  of 
sucrose  and  invert  are  better  under- 
stood. With  this  information  in  mind, 
work  is  being  continued  on  the  use  of 
falling  film  evaporators  which  would 
operate  at  higher  steam  pressures  and 
temperatures  but  with  much  lower 
residence  times  in  the  evaporators. 
Other  experiments  in  Australia  suggest 
that  plate  evaporators  could  be  cost  ef- 
fective in  improving  the  capacity  of  fac- 
tory evaporator  sets.  A  unit  was  in- 
stalled at  a  mill  last  year  to  provide  an 
incremental  expansion  to  the  second  ef- 
fect of  the  factory's  sextuple  Roberts 
evaporator  set.  At  different  times  the 
plate  evaporator  was  operated  in 
parallel  with  or  in  recirculation  around 
the  second  effect.  The  results  were  sum- 
marized as  "the  unit's  evaporation 
capacity  was  about  40%  greater  than  a 
Roberts  vessel  of  the  same  heating  area. 
The  operation  of  the  plate  evaporator 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

(504)  448-3707 


was  found  to  be  very  robust  over  a  wide 
range  of  juice  flow  rates  and  minimal 
control  instrumentation  was  required  on 
the  evaporator  itself.  Its  fouling 
characteristics  appeared  to  be  slightly 
worse  than  for  a  Roberts  vessel,  but  this 
may  have  been  caused  by  ineffective 
caustic  cleaning". 

As  instrumental  analysis  systems 
are  used  increasingly  in  our 
laboratories,  we  must  be  careful  to  avoid 
oversimplification  of  the  data.  For  exam- 
ple, reducing  substances  in  molasses,  as 
determined  by  copper  reduction  titra- 
tion, are  significantly  higher  than  ob- 
tained by  adding  together  the  values  for 
glucose  and  fructose  as  obtained  by 
chromatographic  methods.  Yet  we  often 
use  the  data  for  the  same  purpose.  Even 
more  questionable  is  the  practice  of 
assuming  that  glucose  (produced  by  in- 
version of  sucrose)  as  determined  by  an 
automatic  enzymatic  analyzer,  is  equal 
to  the  quantity  of  fructose  produced.  The 
stoichiometry  of  the  inversion  reaction 
indicates  equality  but  further  reactions 
can  take  place.  This  is  elegantly  shown 
in  a  paper  on  sucrose  inversion  products 
which  was  presented  at  the  recent  SPRI 
conference.  The  paper  concludes  "The 
presence  of  di-D-fructose  dianhydrides  if 
not  taken  into  account  can  influence 
analytical  results  obtained  by  either 
HPLC  or  polarimetry." 

These  examples  illustrate  that  we 
cannot  assume  that  we  have  reached 
technological  limits  or  ideal  methods  of 
analysis.  In  the  first  case,  capacity 
limitations  are  a  function  of  design  and 
operation  rather  than  being  instrinsic  to 
the  system.  On  the  analytical  aspects, 
we  must  be  aware  of  the  law  of  unin- 
tended consequences.  Everything  seems 
to  be  better  but  something  not  thought 
of  interferes. 
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USE  OF  MUNICIPAL  COMPOST     (Continued  from  page  15) 


These  scientists  are  currently  focus- 
ing their  investigations  on  the  effects  of 
compost  additions  on  sugarcane  yields. 
Long-term  goals  of  the  group  are  to  use 
compost  to  expand  the  sugarcane 
growth  cycle  from  four  to  five  years 
through  the  growth  of  three  ratoon 
crops.  This  would  not  only  decrease 
planting  costs  by  20%  but  would  also 
decrease  seed  cane  production  by  a 
similar  amount. 

Field  experiments  have  already 
shown  that  when  5  to  10  tons  per  acre 
of  the  compost  were  placed  in  the  furrow 
with  the  recommended  amount  of  fer- 
tilizer one  month  before  planting,  a  10% 
increase  in  yield  potential  was  obtained. 
Addition  of  the  compost  with  50%  of  the 
recommended  amount  of  fertilizer 
resulted  in  yields  equal  to  that  grown 
with  100%  of  the  recommended 
fertilizer. 

Dr.  Breitenbeck  is  not  certain  as  to 
why  the  compost  increases  the  yield 
potential  of  the  sugarcane.  It  is  possible 
that  the  improvement  in  soil  physical 
properties  may  play  a  role.  It  is  also 
possible  that  a  fungal  root  disease 
caused  by  Phythium  may  be  suppressed. 
He  does  not  feel  that  this  stimulation 
comes  from  the  simple  addition  of  plant 
nutrients,  since  adding  more  fertilizer  to 
the  row  does  not  increase  yields,  and  off- 
bar  sidedressing  with  the  compost  at 
planting  may  actually  decrease  yields. 

Dr.  Breitenbeck  and  his  co-workers 
are  continuing  to  test  this  composted 
material  in  sugarcane  experiments. 
They  are  striving  for  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  agronomic  value  of  the 
compost.  At  the  same  time,  they  are 
monitoring  the  possibility  of  potential 
health  hazards  such  as  pathogenic 
organisms  and/or  heavy  metals  such  as 
copper,  cadmium,  lead,  mercury,  etc. 
that  might  be  present  in  the  sludge.  To 
f\hUt,  thf;y  have  Been  no  danger  from 


microbial  pathogens  or  any  heavy  metal 
increases  in  either  the  soil  or  the  plants 
grown  with  these  treatments. 

Dr.  Breitenbeck  has  also  looked  at 
the  compost  as  a  protective  mulch  to  pre- 
vent sugarcane  freezing  when  placed  on 
top  of  the  rows.  Early  experiments  in- 
dicate that  as  little  as  two  inches  of  com- 
post was  an  effective  protection; 
however,  greater  quantities  apparently 
increased  the  insulation  effect.  Dr. 
Breitenbeck  noted  surprisingly  little  col- 
lapse of  the  material  on  the  row  top  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  and  observed 
that  the  cane  easily  emerged  through  as 
much  as  six  inches  of  the  compost  in  the 
early  spring.  He  is  also  conducting 
decomposition  rate  experiments  of  the 
compost  over  a  period  of  months.  This 
will  aid  in  determining  the  extended 
value  of  the  compost. 

Other  studies  have  been  initiated  to 
determine  the  most  effective  methods  of 
applying  compost  to  sugarcane  and  the 
optimum  amounts  to  use. 

Dr.  Breitenbeck  feels  that  more  and 
more  municipalities  will  look  at  com- 
posting as  a  way  of  eliminating  its 
municipal  wastes.  If  economical  uses 
can  be  found,  composting  offers  an  at- 
tractive alternative  to  landfilling.  If  lit- 
tle use  is  found,  composting  will  still 
drastically  reduce  the  volume  of 
materials  that  must  be  disposed  of  in  a 
landfill. 


Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

p.  O.  Box  1193 

TNbodMJX,  LA   70302 

Phon©  (604)  446-3620    -  Fax  (504)  448-3921 


Serving  Farmers  SirKe  1966 


*  Crop  Scouting  &  Pest  Management 

*  Harvest-time  Bored  Joint  Survey 

*  Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

*  Enzyme-lmmunoassay  Testing  for  RSD 

*  Soil  Pest  Monitoring 

*  Weeds  &  Diseases 

*  Value/Loss  Estimates  &  Expert  Witness 

Heniy  Long,  PhD  ,  Consultant 
Steven  Hoak.  BS,  AssL  Consultant 
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Murray;  HB  1046-Holden;  SB 
55-Crain;  SB71-Barro;  SB  113,  412, 
413,  459-Johnson;  SCR  19-Morial). 

Punitive  Damages  —  These  bills 
allow  costly  punitive  damages  to  be 
awarded  in  areas  where  such  damages 
are  currently  prohibited.  (HB 
846-Anding;  HB  1200-Jetson;  HB 
1990,  2005-Humber;  SB  297-Morial; 
SB  349-Jones). 

Protective  Orders  —  These  trial 
lawyer-backed  bills  would  preclude  the 
issuance  of  protective  orders  in  the 
courtroom  and  make  it  much  easier  for 
attorneys  to  file  lawsuits  in  the  future. 
(HB  945  -  Deano;  SB  924  -  Morial). 

Mandated  Benefits  in  Health 
Care  Programs  —  These  bills  mandate 
various  costly  health  care  benefits  on 
employers  who  provide  programs  for 
their  employees.  (HB  1361  -  Halk;  SB 
533  -  Brinkhaus;  SB  640  -  Kelly). 


If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  fur- 
ther information  on  these  or  other 
issues,  please  call  Tom  or  Linda 
Spradley  at  504-766-1359. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398 
NapoleonviUe,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 
11764  Haymarket  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 
Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 
Pelican  State  Division 
12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807  ' 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 
HOGAN,  &  MAHER 
Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  INTERSTATE  BANK  OF 

SOUTHERN  LOUISIANA 

P.O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux  LA  70302 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096,  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Mam  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISLVNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108 
420  Mississippi  St. 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 
1800E,  County  Line  Road 
P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
Route  7,  Box  49-F 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 
P.O.  Box  12014 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 
P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 
P.O.  Box  11509 
New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 
A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  & 
HARDWARE  CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607 
St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Building  Bigger 

Sugarcane  Profits 

Requires  The 

Right  TaoiS. 


You  won't  find  a  better  tool  for  boosting  sugarcane  profits  than  ASULOX"^ 
brand  herbicide.  ASULOX"  lets  you  control  rhizone  johnsongrass  up  to  18 
inches  tall  in  Louisiana*  when  the  proper  rate  of  8  pints  per  acre  is  used. 
It  also  delivers  powerful  control  of  a  host  of  other  problem  grasses.  And 
no  other  herbicide  is  as  gentle  to  your  cane.  AOIII  A^^ 
ASULOX " :  The  right  tool  for  all  the  right  reasons.    #%OU  LU#m 

Brand  Herbicide 
*  EPA  #246-447 

^ RHONE-POULENC  Rhonc-Poulcnc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive.  Research  Triangle  Park. 

NC  27709.  For  additional  product  information,  please  call;  1  -800-334-9745.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Rhonc-Poulenc.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow  label  directions.  i<."il993  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Ag  Company 
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THE  MAXXUM'  SHUTTLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


'1 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or   vice   versa, 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 


In  the  last  week  or  so  I  have  been  in- 
volved in  several  interesting  items  that 
have  fully  occupied  my  time  and  has 
caused  a  collection  of  paper  to  ac- 
cumulate on  my  desk  to  a  level  that 
rivals  Mount  Everest. 

Of  particular  note,  has  been  the 
meetings  with  individuals  and  groups 
concerning  a  new  harvesting  and 
transportation  system.  What  never 
ceases  to  amaze  me  is  the  imagination 
and  foresight  that  is  held  individually 
and  collectively  by  the  people  that  make 
up  the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana. 

As  we  are  all  becoming  more  and 
more  aware  of  the  need  to  move  away 
of  the  old  tradition  of  burning  sugar- 
cane, the  need  to  stop  depositing  much 
of  our  crop  along  the  state's  highways, 
the  need  to  find  a  way  to  quit  hauling 
all  of  our  fertile  top  soil  to  the  sugar 
mills,  and  the  mill's  desire  to  eliminate 
washing  and  hauling  the  mud  away 
from  their  facilities  and  last  but  not 
least,  the  need  to  be  profitable  has 
brought  this  association  searching  for 
innovative  ways,  to  remedy  these 
concerns. 

The  Finance  Committee  and  the 
Farm  Machinery  Committee  met  and 
made  a  recommendation  to  the  full 
Board  of  the  American  Sugar  cane 
League  concerning  the  involvement  in 
a  project  that  will  hopefully  bring  this 
industry  into  the  next  century  in  more 
ways  than  one.  It  is  not  known  today 
whether  this  endeavor  will  be  the 
answer  to  our  problems,  as  mentioned 
in  the  previous  paragraph,  but  the  con- 
cept is  a  good  one.  If  it  is  successful,  it 
should    bring    more    dollars    to    all, 


growers,  and  processors,  while  at  the 
same  time  helping  each  and  every  one 
of  us  with  the  environmental  concerns 
that  we  face  as  farmers  and  processors. 

There  has  been  much  debate  as  to 
whether  the  League  should  be  involved 
in  the  development  of  this  harvesting 
and  transportation  system,  or  whether 
the  indivual(s),  who  conceived  the  idea, 
should  be  looking  for  private  investors. 
I  realize  this  is  a  debatable  question,  but 
it  is  generally  felt  that  the  League,  pro- 
viding the  money  is  available,  should  be 
the  leader  in  research  that  will  better 
our  industry  and  make  us  more  pro- 
fitable, more  competitive,  and  more  in 
keeping  with  the  environmental  con- 
cerns of  this  day  and  time.  Therefore,  I 
ask  that  all  members  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  whether  you  agree 
with  the  position  of  the  League  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  funding  or  financing  of  this 
endeavor  realize,  if  nothing  is  ventured, 
nothing  will  be  gained.  Growers  and 
processors  are  in  this  business  together, 
and  this  research  is  for  the  betterment  of 
the  entire  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
Industry. 

On  May  29, 1  had  the  opportunity  to 
travel  with  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
Mike  Espy,  Congressman  Cleo  Fields, 
and  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Bob 
Odon.  It  was  a  very  full  day  that  saw  the 
group  start  with  a  7:30  a.m.  breakfast 
meeting  in  Baton  Rouge,  several  other 
stops  in  that  city,  several  meetings  in 
Lafayette,  and  an  agri-business  town 
hall  style  meeting  in  Monroe. 

I  have  known  for  years  that  Bob 
Odom  understands  agriculture  and  has 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


BUDGET  RECONCILIATION 
PACKAGE  CLEARS  HOUSE 
AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
approved  a  package  of  legislative 
changes  on  May  13  designed  to  reduce 
projected  agriculture  spending  by  more 
than  $3  billion  over  the  next  five  years. 
The  Committee  adopted  the  complete 
package  by  a  vote  of  26  to  17. 

The  legislation  stipulates  a  10%  in- 
crease in  the  marketing  assessments  on 
sugar,  down  from  the  67%-increase 
originally  proposed  by  the  Administra- 
tion in  its  budget  package  released  in 
February.  Additionally,  this  measure 
extends  the  marketing  assessment, 
price  support  and  marketing  quota 
through  the  1998  crop. 

The  legislation,  referred  to  as  budget 
reconciliation,  meets  the  budget  targets 
for  agriculture  and  nutrition  programs 
"that  was  set  out  in  the  budget  resolution 
approved  by  Congress  earlier  this  year. 
The  Agriculture  Committee  package 
will  be  folded  into  an  omnibus  budget 
reconciliation  measure  (with  measures 
reported  to  other  House  committees). 
The  budget  reconciliation  mesure  is  ex- 
pected to  be  voted  on  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  late  May. 

FOOD  AID  TO  RUSSIA 

USDA  announced  on  May  3  that  the 
Department  would  extend  $700  million 
to  agricultural  aid  to  Russia  through  its 
Food  for  Progress  program.  Sugar  was 
allotted  $5  million  in  credits  under  the 
program.  The  commodity  portion  of  the 
package  will  total  $500  million  and  the 
transportation  portion  will  make  up  the 
remaining  $200  million.  The  aid 
package  includes  $433.5  million  in 
credits  and  $66.5  million  in  donations. 
Sales  under  the  credits  will  carry  a  term 


of  fifteen  years  with  a  seven-year  grace 
period.  The  interest  rate  will  be  three 
percent  during  the  grace  period  and  four 
percent  thereafter.  Shipments  of  com- 
modities will  begin  in  June. 

USDA  EXTENDS 
TARIFF-RATE  QUOTA 

On  May  11,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  announced  the  extension  of 
the  1992-1993  U.S.  tariff-rate  quota  for 
sugar  from  September  30,  1993,  to 
September  30, 1994.  In  addition,  the  cur- 
rent import  quota  level  of  1,231,000 
metric  tons  (1,356,945  short  tons)  was 
increased  to  2,268,000  metric  tons 
(2,500,041  short  tons)  effective  October 
1,  1993. 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  issued 
a  press  release  calling  the  quota  exten- 
sion the  "second  positive  step  in  the 
right  direction"  toward  firming  up  the 
sugar  market.  The  first  positive  step  in- 
volved the  USDA  announcement  of  a  $5 
million  credit  for  sugar  in  the  food  aid 
package  to  Russia. 

The  decision  to  extend  the  quota  was 
one  of  a  variety  of  options  available  to 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  reverse 
the  trend  of  soft  sugar  prices.  This 
decision  does  not,  however,  preclude  the 
Department  from  instituting  marketing 
controls. 

MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS 

On  April  21,  representatives  from 
each  cane  industry  sector  met  with 
Secretary  Mike  Espy  to  emphasize  the 
necessity  of  expeditious  announcement 
of  marketing  controls  for  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. Representatives  also  met  with 
House  Agriculture  Committee  Chair- 
man Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX)  and 
Specialty  Crops  Subcommittee  Chair- 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

POOR  WEATHER  CONTINUES  —  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  SUGAR  CANE  TECHNOLOGISTS 

PARISH  FIELD  DAYS 


The  rainy  weather  that  has  plagued 
this  industry  for  the  last  two  years,  as 
reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  has  continued  into  the  first 
part  of  May.  Within  the  few  days  of  dry 
weather  that  did  occur  during  late  April, 
the  industry  was  able  to  fertilize  a  ma- 
jority of  the  acres  of  cane  in  the  belt. 
However,  there  still  remains  a  con- 
siderable acreage  that  has  not  received 
any  fertilizer  as  of  this  writing  in  early 
May  and  the  crop  has  not  been  well 
cultivated  at  this  time.  Also,  numerous 
fields  have  been  reported  by  growers 
that  were  up  to  a  good  stand  in  the  fall 
and  early  spring  before  the  March  12 
freeze  but  have  not  come  back  to  a  good 
stand.  There  are  also  some  fields  of  late 
planted  cane  that  have  never  looked 
good  and  continue  to  be  suspect  at  this 
time.  Additionally,  there  are  some  fields 
in  all  areas  that  have  not  germinated 
well  following  the  freeze  and  with  the 
wet  weather  that  has  occurred  since  that 
time,  have  not  had  a  chance  to  tiller. 
The  prospects  for  a  bumper  crop  are  cer- 
tainly not  evident  at  this  time  and  many 
growers  would  argue  that  conditions  are 
somewhat  similar  to  what  was  ex- 
perienced during  the  extremely  wet  year 
of  1991.  It  is  hoped  that  conditions  will 
improve  and  that  the  crop  can  tiller  late 
and  still  perhaps  make  an  above 
average  yield. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

The  annual  Contact  Committee 
Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  will  be  held  on  July  7  with 
registration  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
the  meeting  starting  promptly  at  9:00 


a.m.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Motor  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux  and  should  be  completed  by 
noon.  The  agenda  is  now  being  prepared 
and  will  consist  of  two  sections.  One  por- 
tion will  deal  with  environmental  issues 
that  affect  you  as  growers.  The  other 
portion  will  center  around  research  that 
has  been  done  using  League  funds  that 
were  generated  through  the  Dedicated 
Research  Funding  Program.  These 
funds  come  from  your  League  dues  that 
are  dedicated  towards  research  and  are 
awarded  to  scientists  through  a  com- 
petitive grant  process.  This  meeting  will 
be  your  chance  to  hear  the  results  of 
some  of  this  research  and  to  see  how 
your  League  research  funds  are  being 
spent.  In  addition,  with  all  of  the  en- 
vironmental concerns  that  this  industry 
now  faces,  it  is  important  that  everyone 
is  totally  aware  of  the  regulations  that 
now  control  businesses.  The  agenda  pro- 
mises to  be  an  interesting  and  inform- 
ative one  and  your  Chairman,  Warren 
Harang  III  encourages  all  interested 
persons  to  attend.  Mark  your  calendars 
now  so  that  you  won't  forget! 

ASSCT 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  joint 
Louisiana  and  Florida  Divisions  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  will  be  held  this  year  in 
Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida  on  June  16 
through  18.  An  informative  program 
has  been  prepared  for  this  year's 
meeting  which  will  start  with  registra- 
tion on  Wednesday,  June  16  and 
technical  presentations  beginning  on 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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M  m  SEMES  HM-aEimCE  mCIOBS 


An  aD-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action"' 
mechanical  fi*ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi*ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad "  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 


New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-4851 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861 


Lafayette,  LA 
(318)  233-8645 

Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)  365-6667 


Bayou  Tractor  Co, 

Franklin,  LA 

(318)  828-1332 


Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Kaplan,  LA 

(318)643-2249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Things  continue  to  move  very  quick- 
ly in  the  Legislature.  Apparently,  most 
legislators  are  standing  firm  on  their 
promise  to  end  this  regular  session  ear- 
ly to  make  amends  for  the  expense  of  the 
three  week  special  session  that  ac- 
complished little. 

We  view  this  as  being  a  rather 
strange  session.  Usually,  there  are  win- 
ners and  losers  but  this  year  it  is  hard 
to  spot  the  winners  —  everyone  seems 
to  be  a  loser.  For  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, this  is  because  no  one  seems  to  be 
accomplishing  anything.  The  business 
community  continues  to  fight  the  same 
old  battles  —  Right  to  Work,  third  par- 
ty tort,  elimination  of  tax  exemptions 
and  the  like.  While  we  are  holding  our 
own  on  these  matters,  we're  not  making 
any  progress. 

The  battle  over  the  budget  con- 
tinues. There  are  several  plans  but  the 
governor  is  remaining  steadfast  in  his 
assertion  that  anything  less  than  $500 
million  in  new  taxes  or  $600  million  in 
devastating  cuts  to  higher  education 
and  health  care  is  acceptable. 

Most  likely,  the  Appropriations 
Committee  will  report  the  budget  where 
it  will  proceed  to  the  House  floor. 
Because  the  House  cannot  afford  to  not 
send  a  budget  to  the  Senate,  the  House 
will  pass  the  budget  out  and  over  to  the 
Senate  where  it  might  die  as  the  result 
of  "time  constraints".  Then  a  special  ses- 
sion will  be  called  to  deal  with  the 
budget  and  we'll  be  right  back  where  we 
started. 

On  the  positive  side,  Sen.  Don  Kel- 
ly has  already  moved  a  bill  through  the 
Senate  that  directs  the  commissioner  of 
agriculture  and  forestry  to  promulgate 
rules  regulating  "prescribed  burning" 


as  a  land  management  tool.  The  bill  has 
been  amended  with  a  specific  reference 
for  the  sugar  industry. 

Agency  Shop  —  A  rerun  of  last 
year's  attempt  to  repeal  Louisiana's 
Right  to  Work  law  by  forcing  employees, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  pay  union 
dues,  fees  or  assessments  to  a  labor 
organization  in  order  to  get  or  keep  a 
job,  this  bill  was  amended  in  committee 
to  be  a  pure  repeal  of  Right  to  Work.  Ac- 
tually, it  was  more  a  matter  of  seman- 
tics; legally,  there  is  no  difference.  This 
created  a  difficult  situation  for  labor, 
and  the  bill  was  then  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House.  [HB 
1066-Anding]. 

Workers  Comp  —  These  bills 
threaten  to  bankrupt  our  workers  comp 
system  by  raising  costs  for  employers 
while  also  encouraging  greater  involve- 
ment and  fees  for  plaintiff  lawyers.  [HB 
218,  219,  221,  222,  223-Murray].  As  of 
this  writing,  these  bills  are  still  in  com- 
mittee and  likely  will  die  there. 

Third  Party  Tort  -  These  bills 
severely  limit  an  employer's  immunity 
from  lawsuits.  [HB  860-Singleton;  HB 
1692-Travis;  HB  1849-Singleton;  SB 
782-Landry;  SB  956-McPherson;  SB 
1053-Kelly).  McPherson's  bill  is  the  one 
that  the  trial  attorneys  have  decided  to 
run  with;  it  has  moved  through  the 
Senate  and  will  most  likely  be  heard  in 
House  Civil  Law  on  May  17  or  May  18. 


If  you  have  questions  or  need 
further  information  on  these  or 
other  issues,  please  call  Tom  or 
Linda  Spradley  at  504-766-1359. 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


MANAGEMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  RESPONSIBILITIES 


More  complicated  and  costly  en- 
vironmental protection  requirements 
applicable  to  the  sugar  industry  have 
been  accumulating  ever  since  enact- 
ment in  1970  of  the  Federal  Clean  Air 
Act  Amendments  and  the  Federal  Oc- 
cupational Safety  and  Health  (OSHA) 
Act.  In  1972,  there  came  the  Federal 
Water  Pollution  Control  Act  and  the 
FIFRA  (pesticide)  Act  Amendments,  and 
in  1976  there  was  the  Federal  Resource 
Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  and  the 
Toxic  Substances  Control  Act.  These 
laws  and  numerous  subsequent  amend- 
ments, have  been  the  basis  for  an 
expanding  stream  of  new  Federal  en- 
vironmental protection  regulations. 

At  the  state  and  local  levels,  there 
is  a  perception  that  it  is  always  better 
for  regulatory  authority  to  be  held  at  the 
state  level  rather  than  at  the  Federal 
level.  In  order  for  states  to  be  delegated 
Federal  regulatory  authority,  a  state 
must  enact  laws  and  promulgate  regula- 
tions that  are  "at  least  as  stringent." 
Often,  environmental  activists  convince 
state  legislators  and  executives  to  pro- 
mulgate environmental  rules  that  are 
more  stringent,  whether  or  not  there 
was  any  justification  for  the  original 
Federal  regulation.  In  spite  of  very  high 
environmental  taxes  and  fees,  and 
regulations  that  are  more  onerous  than 
Federal  Regulations,  Louisiana  has  not 
achieved  full  delegation  of  Federal 
authority,  especially  in  the  area  of  water 
pollution  control,  necessitating  both 
Federal  and  state  permits,  inspections, 
monitoring,  and  self  reporting  for  sugar 
mill  operators. 

The  abundant  and  onerous  Federal 


and  state  environmental  regulations 
were  not  all  directed  specifically  at  the 
cane  sugar  industry.  The  regulations 
were  intended  to  clean  up  some  very 
serious  environmental  problems  created 
by  "industry,"  especially  the  chemical 
manufacturers  and  electric  power 
generators,  and  sugar  mills  are  con- 
sidered just  another  polluting  industry 
that  must  be  controlled  or  eliminated  to 
achieve  elusive  environmental 
objectives. 

Almost  everyone  in  the  cane  sugar 
industry  believes  that  environmental 
regulations  have  gone  too  far,  but  com- 
plaining is  not  going  to  help  the  situa- 
tion. There  is  little  prospect  that  Con- 
gress or  the  Louisiana  Legislature  is  go- 
ing to  "backslide"  on  environmental 
issues  and  risk  the  wrath  of  a  large  en- 
vironmental constituency.  The  sugar  in- 
dustry must  meet  the  environmental 
challenge  successfully  or  suffer  the 
consequences. 

Many  sugar  mills  have  gone  out  of 
business  since  1970.  Those  that  have 
survived  have  had  to  make  major 
capital  expenditures  for  environmental 
improvements  such  as  new  boilers,  flue 
gas  scrubbers,  watewater  treatment 
facilities  and  waste  retention  ponds.  As 
regulations  tightened,  a  larger  and 
larger  share  of  annual  budgets  must  go 
for  power  to  operate  environmental  con- 
trol systems,  for  environmental  samp- 
ling and  laboratory  analysis,  for  treat- 
ment chemicals  and  offsite  disposal  fees, 
and  for  engineering  and  other  profes- 
sional services. 

There  is  one  other  environmental 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


THE  GOLD  STANDARD 


Sugar  (sucrose)  is  a  very  important 
component  of  the  normal  diet  and  its 
consumption  generally  increases  as  the 
standard  of  living  increases.  Perhaps 
the  latter  part  of  this  statement  should 
be  modified  to  include  high  fructose  corn 
syrup  since  this  is  a  significant  part  of 
the  nutritive  sweetener  market  in  the 
USA.  However,  very  little  sugar  is  eaten 
directly  in  its  pure  form,  most  of  it  be- 
ing used  to  improve  another  product,  for 
example  sweetening  coffee  or  lemonade, 
in  baking,  etc.  There  is  an  enormous 
range  of  food  uses  for  sugar  and  these 
are  limited  only  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
cook  or  the  processed  food  formulator. 
As  familiar  as  sugar  is  to  the  food  in- 
dustry, food  scientists  continue  to 
discover  new  information  on  how 
sucrose  functions  within  the  human 
body  and  its  function  in  the  wide  range 
of  food  formulations. 

Sucrose  remains  the  gold  standard 
to  which  all  other  sweeteners,  natural 
and  synthetic,  are  compared.  Several 
reasons  can  be  given  for  this.  First,  it 
has  been  familiar  to  the  public  in  its 
pure  form  for  a  long  time,  allowing  ongo- 
ing comparisons  with  a  fixed  standard. 
Second,  it  is  a  pure  chemical  compound 
whose  properties  and  analyses  are  well 
defined.  Last,  but  far  from  least,  there 
are  its  superior  intrinsic  properties  as  a 
sweetener.  There  have  been  complaints 
about  its  behavorial  affects  on  children 
but  these  have  been  shown  to  be  un- 
founded when  studied  seriously  by  com- 
petent investigators.  Dental  problems 
can  occur  when  sugar  use  is  combined 


with  poor  dental  hygiene  but  the  solu- 
tion is  to  remedy  the  hygiene  problems. 
One  of  the  trade  magazines  that  I 
read  is  "Prepared  Foods"  which  gives 
often  interesting  reviews  of 
developments  in  food  processing  and  I 
usually  look  through  for  new  uses  of 
sugar.  Sometimes  there  are  references 
to  old  uses,  such  as  in  a  light-hearted 
description  of  food  product  development 
by  Claudia  O'Donnell.  She  writes  — 

"Through  my  years  of  product 
development,  I've  developed  three 
basic  principles  for  developing  for- 
mulae — 

1.  Add  sugar.  Sugar  makes  every- 
thing taste  better. 

2.  If  sugar  doesn't  make  the  pro- 
duct taste  better,  add  garlic. 
Garlic  makes  everything  taste 
better. 

3.  The  product  should  not  resem- 
ble "road  kill".  This  can  be  a 
problem  in  food  where  tomatoes 
are  heavily  used." 

In  the  March  1993  issue  of  this 
magazine,  a  summary  is  given  of  some 
new  developments  in  natural,  semi- 
synthetic and  high-intensity  synthetic 
sweeteners.  By  semi-synthetic  I  mean 
products  which  do  not  occur  in  any 
significant  amount  naturally  but  are 
easily  produced  by  chemical  conversion 
of  a  natural  product.  Examples  of  these 
are  xylitol  and  low  dextrose  equivalent 
corn  syrup  solids.  The  former  is  usually 
made  hydrogenation  of  xylose  and  the 
latter  by  partial  hydrolysis  of  starch. 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air  1  season  left  on  war- 
ranty on  engine.  1  —  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hrs.  Warranty  still  on 
tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 

FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition, 
Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers 
D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504) 
473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office 
or  (318)  856-7948  home. 


FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000 
Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD 
4630,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc 
Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 

FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor  and  3  pt.  Tiller.  Extra  Heavy  Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache 
Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  1066  Hi-Clearance  Tractor,  4430  Hi-Clearance  Trac- 
tor. Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


FOR  SALE:  2  —  8640  JD  4W  Drive  Tractors,  1982  &  1980  3  pt  PTO  4  Hydraulic  Extra 
Nice  $22,500  &  $28,500,  1978  310  Stagger  $12,000,  4955  JD  Mech  FWD  $57,000,  846 
Versatile  5  mo  old  $57,000.  Call  (405)  357-1001,  (405)  353-5432  or  (405)  723-9500. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape. 
Call  Jim  at  (318)  394-9991. 

FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has 
2  year  warranty  on  engine.  Asking  $65,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for 
Transloader  in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Hi-Clearance  JD  4240  Powershift  Tractor;  2  JD  Tractor  4230  Hi-Clearance' 
2  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  1066;  1  Int'l  Hi-Clearance  806;  1  Int'l  1086  Low-Clearance  with  Duals; 
1  JD  3-Row  Choppers  with  Offbars;  2  JD  1 640  Discs  1 7'  Wide;  1  Grader  Blade  1 2'  Wide 
on  Wheels;  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level  40'  Long;  New  Ditch  Cleaners,  New  Box  Scrap- 
pers and  Clippers.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  1—3  Row  Cameco  Shaver;  2— Int  Hi  Clearance  966;  2— Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  (318)  856-4622  or  (318)  856-9466. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGES  16  &  21) 
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Mailing  List  Update 

n  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

n  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 


FOR  THE 
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INFORMATION 

in  the 

SUGARCANE 

INDUSTRY 

and 

FARM 

PRODUCTS 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398 
Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 
11764  Haymarket  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 
Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 
Pelican  State  Division 
12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 
HOGAN,  &  MAHER 
Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 

521  Main  St.,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  INTERSTATE  BANK  OF 

SOUTHERN  LOUISIANA 

P.O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux  LA  70302 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096,  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Main  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108 
420  Mississippi  St. 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 
1800E,  County  Line  Road 
P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 
Route  7,  Box  49-F 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 
P.O.  Box  12014 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 
P.O.  Box  340 
Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 
P.O.  Box  11509 
New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 
A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  & 
HARDWARE  CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607 
St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  Information  Series  #3 


icide  Educational  Program 

Transport  Pesticides  Safely 


Louisiana  has  stringent  regulations 
concerning  the  transport  of  hazardous  or 
toxic  materials  on  public  highways. 
These  regulations  provide  for  monetary 
fines  or  imprisonment  of  individuals 
who  transport  hazardous  or  toxic 
substances  in  a  negligent  or  reckless 
manner. 

Agricultural  pesticides  such  as  in- 
secticides, herbicides,  fungicides, 
nematacides  and  defoliants  are  con- 
sidered hazardous  or  toxic  materials. 

Pesticides  must  be  transported  safe- 
ly to  protect  the  environment  and  the 
mj)toring  public.  A  pesticide  spill,  even 
a  small  one,  can  be  very  expensive  to 
clean  up.  In  addition,  the  adverse 
publicity  reflects  badly  on  agricultural 
chemicals  and  agriculture  in  general. 

You  are  responsible  for  the  cleanup 
of  all  spills.  You  may  want  to  check  your 
vehicle  liability  insurance  and  your 
general  farm  liability  policy  to  be  cer- 
tain you  have  insurance  to  cover  the  cost 
of  a  chemical  spill  cleanup.  If  not,  you 
may  want  to  purchase  a  policy  to  cover 
chemical  spill  cleanup  or  have  your 
chemical  dealer  deliver  all  pesticides  to 
your  farm. 

Use  this  check  list  to  make  sure  you 
follow  the  correct  procedures  for  the  safe 
transport  of  pesticides.  Keep  this  check 
list  in  your  vehicle  while  hauling 
pesticides. 

Do's  and  Don'ts  During 
Transportation 

•    Never  transport  pesticides  in  the  pas- 
senger compartment  of  any  vehicle. 


•  Never  allow  anyone  to  ride  in  the 
cargo  area  of  a  truck  while  transport- 
ing pesticides. 

•  Do  not  have  edible  food  or  animal 
feed  in  cargo  area  with  pesticides. 

•  Do  not  stack  pesticide  containers 
above  the  bed  of  the  truck. 

•  Do  not  stack  heavy  pesticide  con- 
tainers on  top  of  light  ones. 

•  Do  not  transport  pesticides  in  dam- 
aged or  leaking  containers.  Use  a 
DOT  (Department  of  Transportation) 
approved  overpack  container  if  pest- 
icides in  damaged  containers  must  be 
transported. 

•  Do  not  repackage  or  add  any  pesticide 
to  a  container  intended  for  another 
pesticide. 

•  Do  remain  alert  and  drive  with  ex- 
treme caution. 

Always  Have  Safety 
Equipment  Available 

•  Soap  and  water  for  cleaning  hands, 
water  for  flushing  eyes  or  skin 

•  Protective  clothing  such  as  disposable 
coveralls,  rubber  boots  and  chemical- 
resistant  gloves 

•  Respirator  for  toxic  fumes 

•  Goggles  or  face  shield  to  protect  eyes 

•  Absorbent  material  to  contain  small 
spills 

•  Shovel  to  build  dirt  dikes  to  contain 
spills 

•  Fire  extinguisher 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


14 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


PESTICIDE  EDUCATION   PROGRAM      (Continued  from  page  14) 


•  Decontamination  solution  for 
pesticide  spill  cleanup  or  household 
bleach  if  a  decontamination  solution 
is  not  available. 

Inspect  The  Vehicle 

Remove  all  tools,  equipment  and 
sharp  objects  from  truck  or  trailer  bed. 

Check  lights,  tires,  mirrors,  steer- 
ing, brakes,  latch  on  tail  gate,  hitch  and 
safety  chains  for  trailer. 

Make  Sure  You  Have: 

•  A  tarpaulin  to  cover  paper  pesticide 
containers  in  case  of  rain 

•  Rope,  chain  or  straps  to  secure  drums 
or  mini-bulk  containers  for  transport 

•  Containers  well  secured  for  transport 

What  To  Do  If  A  Spill  Occurs 

1.  Secure  the  area.  Keep  people  at 
a  safe  distance  from  the  spill. 


2.  Put  on  safety  equipment  to  pro- 
tect your  health  or  even  save  your  life. 

3.  If  possible,  stop  the  leak  — 
without  endangering  yourself  or  others. 
To  stop  a  small  spill,  use  absorbent 
material  and  contain  the  pesticide  with 
a  dirt  dike.  Don't  use  water.  Water  will 
spread  the  spill. 

4.  Notify  the  local  fire  department, 
the  Louisiana  State  Police  at  (504) 
925-6595,  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  at  (504) 
342-1234,  or  the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  at  (504) 
925-3763. 

Darryl  Rester, 
Specialist  (Engineering) 

Read  and  FoIIoav  Label 

Directions  For  Safe 

Handling  and  Transport! 


3. 


R    QUI 


Assuming  sugar  valued  at  22  cents  per  pound,  of  which  60%  is 
the  farmer's  share,  how  much  yield  increase  per  acre  in  pounds 
of  sugar  would  be  required  to  pay  for  sugarcane  borer  control 
costing  $25  per  acre?  (a)  100-150  (b)  151-200  (c)  201-500  (d) 
501-1000  (e)  1000. 

Assuming  a  0.75%  loss  in  sugar  per  acre  for  each  1  %  joints  bored 
above  10%,  what  per  cent  of  yield  would  be  lost  to  borers  where 
a  harvest-time  survey  indicated  that  30%  of  joints  were  bored?  (a) 
5%  (b)  10%  (c)  15%  (d)  20%  (e)  25%. 

If  5500  pounds  of  sugar  were  actually  harvested  in  the  above  men- 
tioned field,  how  many  pounds  of  sugar  were  lost  to  the  sugar- 
cane borer?  (a)  200  (b)  200-400  (c)  400-600  (d)  600-800  (e)  800-100. 


LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC, 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  (504)  446-3520 

/Answers;     1.  (b)  151-200        2.  (c)  15%        3.  (e)  800-1000 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1—1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  St.  Louis  PItg.  at  (504) 
687-3683  or  (504)  687-6713. 


FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l 
1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500.  Call  C  &  S  Farms  at  (504) 
545-3170  or  (504)  545-3731. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvestor  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted 
on  XT-190  Tractor;  3  Row  Covering  Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides. 
Call  John  Andries  at  (318)  346-7710. 


FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter.  Call  (504)  545-8189. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $18,000.00.  Call  night  only 
(504)  785-1078. 

FOR  SALE:  IH  1066  High  Crop,  IH  806  High  Crop,  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown 
1200,  White  2-60,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row 
—  Broussard  Harvester,  Hi-Boy  Sprayer  —  (Broussard  Frame),  3208  Catapiller  Engine, 
2—480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2-Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford), 
3-Transfer  Wagons,  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190 
with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1,800  each;  1  —  Huskey 
Brute  1 60  Transloader  —  $3,900;  2  —  40'  x  1 00'  Building  Frame  no  tin  —  $3,000  each; 
1—1982  Versatile  555  Dual  with  3  Point  —  $16,500;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator 
—  $2,800.  Call  (318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  Chain  Filer  for  Broussard  Loader  —  $2,200.  Call  (504)  473-6575  after  6:00 
p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer 
lengths.  Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  '87  3394  Case  IH  MFWD  with  duals  —  $20,000;  '73  Int'l  1066  —  $6,500; 
'82  1086  Int'l  with  cab  &  air  $12,500;  '85  2750  JD  Hi-Crop  MFWD  $15,000;  (4  sets)  '88 
Thomson  1 2  ton  Tandem  Direct  Haul  Wagons  $1 2,000  a  set  also  other  Implements  and 
Tools;  '89  Willett  2-Row  Cane  Loader  $30,000.  Call  (504)  473-1030  or  (504)  369-2683. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear 
20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221 . 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  21) 
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NiCHOLLS  State  University 
Sugar  Institutes 


The  1993  institutes  will  be:  Raw  Cane  Sugar 
Manufacture:  May  31 -June  10;  Sugar  Cane 
Production:  June  21 -July  1;  Cane  Sugar 
Refiners:  July  12-23.  For  more  information 
contact:  Dr.  Robert  Falgout,  Dept.  of 
Agriculture,  Nicholls  State  University,  P.O. 
Box  2013,  Thibodaux,  La.  70310.  Tel.:  (504) 
448-4870.  FAX:  (504)  448-4927. 


LSU  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 

ANNOUNCES  FOURTH  AG 

LEADERSHIP  CLASS 

The  LSU  Agricultural  Center  is  pleased  to  announce  plans 
for  the  fourth  Agricultural,  Forestry,  Agribusiness  Leadership 
Class.  The  class  will  begin  in  January  1994.  Interviews  will  be 
conducted  this  Fall  (1993).  Interested  parties  may  contact  county 
agents  and  farm  bureau  chapters  for  application  forms.  The 
deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  October  31,  1993. 

The  LSU  Center  Leadership  Development  Program  is  a  two- 
year,  ten-seminar  program.  Seven  of  the  seminars  are  held  on 
the  LSU  campus,  three  of  the  seminars  are  out-of-state. 

The  seminars  are  open  to  interested  persons  in  agriculture, 
forestry  and  agribusiness.  Both  men  and  women  must  be 
between  the  ages  of  25-45.  Each  participant  is  asked  to  pay 
$1 ,000  as  part  of  his/her  commitment  to  the  two-year  program. 
The  payment  can  be  made  in  three  installments. 
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FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


Thursday,  June  17.  The  meeting  will 
conclude  on  Friday.  The  technical 
presentations  will  be  made  during  the 
meeting  on  both  agriculture  and  pro- 
cessing problems  from  both  Louisiana 
and  Florida  personnel.  This  Association 
is  the  technical  arm  of  the  industry  and 
as  a  grower  or  processor  who  is  trying 
to  maintain  top  efficiency,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  you  be  a  member  and  par- 
ticipate. The  research  that  is  under- 
taken is  done  so  on  your  behalf.  It  is  im- 
portant that  you  provide  input  to  the 
scientists  at  this  and  other  meetings  so 
that  the  best  research  work  can  be  done 
that  will  provide  you  with  the  solutions 
that  you  need. 


July  28    Terrebonne  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  8:00  a.m. 

July  29    Iberia  Parish  Sugarcane  Field 
Day,  5:00  p.m. 

July  30    St.  Martin  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  Levert-St.  John,  2:00  p.m. 

August  3    Avoyelles  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  2:30  p.m. 

August  4    St.  Mary  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  4:00  p.m. 

August  5    St.  James  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  2:00  p.m. 

August  6    Ascension  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  9:30  a.m. 


PARISH  FIELD  DAYS 

Each  summer,  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  holds 
sugarcane  field  days  for  most  of  the 
Parishes  that  are  growing  cane.  These 
events  are  very  important  in  that  they 
offer  the  latest  advice  and  recommenda- 
tions that  can  help  you  as  a  grower  to 
maintain  or  even  improve  your  efficien- 
cy. In  addition,  they  normally  recognize 
the  outstanding  yields  that  growers  in 
each  parish  have  achieved.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  you  try  to  make  the  field  day 
in  your  own  parish  and  be  a  part  of  the 
activities  that  have  been  planned  on 
your  behalf.  A  list  of  the  planned  field 
days  follows. 

July   8    St.    John   Parish   Sugarcane 
Grower  Meeting,  9:30  a.m. 

July  21    Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day,  St. 
Gabriel  Research  Station,  8:00  a.m. 

July  22    Lafourche  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  Raceland,  8:30  a.m. 

July  27    Assumption  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  2:00  p.m. 


UP  FRONT  WITH 
THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

always,  in  my  opinion,  done  what  he 
feels  has  been  best  for  the  industry;  well, 
you  can  add  two  more  people  to  the  list 
that  I  feel  not  only  understands 
agriculture  (sugar  included),  but  care 
about  it  and  its  people.  Secretary  Espy 
and  Congressman  Fields  made  it  im- 
minently clear  at  these  meetings  that 
they  want  USDA  to  be  more  responsive 
and  attentive  to  the  needs  and  desires 
of  the  agricultural  community.  The  Ad- 
ministration has  pledged  to  be  producer 
friendly.  Let's  hope  they  are  successful; 
for,  if  they  are,  our  industry  should 
prosper. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


man  Charlie  Rose  (D-NC)  to  discuss  the 
urgency  of  implementing  marketing 
allotments.  Additionally,  every  effort  is 
being  made  by  the  industry  to 
underscore  the  importance  of  controls  to 
the  Department. 

GAO  RELEASE  REPORT  ON  SUGAR 

The  Greneral  Accounting  Office  final- 
ly released  the  sugar  program  report  on 
May  16  that  had  been  requested  in  the 
Fall  of  1990  by  Congressman  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY).  Entitled  "Sugar  Pro- 
gram: Changing  Domestic  and  Interna- 
tional Conditions  Require  Program 
Changes,"  the  report  responds  to  the 
criticisms  levied  against  the  sugar  pro- 
gram by  the  sweetener  user  industry.  In 
summary,  GAO's  recommendation  to 
Congress  maintains  that  it  "needs  to 
consider  legislation  to  move  the  sugar 
industry  toward  a  more  open  market." 
The  report  states  that  "the  market  price 
for  sugar  should  be  lowered"  by  lower- 
ing the  loan  rate  and  adjusting  import 
quotas  gradually. 

According  to  one  congressional 
source,  the  GAO  is  under  investigation 
by  an  independent  investigator  for  its 


trend  in  slanting  a  report  to  reflect  the 
prejudice  of  the  Member  who  requested 
it.  The  sugar  industry  is  currently 
responding  to  the  report  by  debunking 
the  inaccuracies  it  contains,  particular- 
ly exposing  the  myth  that  the  sugar  pro- 
gram results  in  a  higher  cost  to  the  U.S. 
consumer  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

TRADE  UPDATE 

Though  the  Clinton  Administra- 
tion's trade  policy  is  still  undefined,  it 
is  obvious  by  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Mickey  Kantor's  continued  negotiating 
activity  and  his  position  in  the  daily 
headlines  that  both  the  General  Agree- 
ment on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT)  and 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment (NAFTA)  are  at  the  top  of  this  ad- 
ministration's agenda.  In  the  GATT 
arena,  renewed  emphasis  by  the  U.S., 
the  E.C.,  Canada  and  Japan  is  on 
market  access  in  the  industrial  and 
agriculture  sectors.  Present  plans  call 
for  two  additional  meetings  of  the  Quad 
countries  in  Paris  and  first  week  in  June 
and  then  again  in  Tokyo  on  June  24. 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


WANTED:  JD  &  I^H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  19) 


These  meetings  will  occur  just  prior  to 
a  G-7  economic  summit  set  for  the  first 
week  in  July  at  which  time  it  is  hoped 
that  an  overall  package  in  market  ac- 
cess can  be  agreed  upon  by  the  G-7  for 
recommendation  to  all  other  members  of 
the  GATT.  Intensive  negotiations  are 
scheduled  beginning  in  September  in  an 
effort  to  conclude  by  December  15,  the 
last  day  a  trade  package  may  be  sent  to 
Congress  under  the  pending  fast  track 
extension.  Legislation  to  extend  fast 
track  negotiating  authority  through 
April  15,  1994,  was  approved  by  voice 
vote  on  April  30  in  the  House  Ways  & 
Means  Committee,  reported  out  of  Com- 
mittee, and  is  now  under  consideration 
in  the  Senate. 

With  regard  to  NAFTA,  negotia- 
tions on  the  supplemental  or  side  agree- 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


ments  resumed  on  May  19  in  Ottawa, 
specifically  on  labor  and  environment. 
The  side  agreement  on  import  surges 
will  be  discussed  at  a  meeting  in  early 
June.  Many  questions  still  remain  as  to 
how  the  Clinton  Administration  will  try 
to  sell  this  agreement  —  essentially  a 
Bush  Administration  agreement  with 
Clinton  Administration  supplemental 
agreements  —  on  Capitol  Hill. 


THE  ITC  ISSUES  A 
LONG-SUPPRESSED  REPORT 

The  International  Trade  Commis- 
sion issued  a  report  in  April  on  sugar 
and  sugar-containing  products  coming 
into  the  U.S.  from  Canada  that  was 
finalized  in  October,  1985.  In  March, 
1983,  President  Reagan  directed  the  ITC 
to  conduct  an  investigation  into  the  im- 
portation of  sugar,  sugar-contain  pro- 
ducts and  blends  from  Canada  which 
threatened  to  interfere  with  the  U.S. 
sugar  price  support  program.  The  Com- 
mission concluded  that  there  was  a  pro- 
blem and  suggested  the  imposition  of 
quotas  or  import  fees.  It  is  not  clear  at 
this  time  why  the  report  was  suppressed 
for  almost  eight  years  or  why  it  was 
finally  released  in  April. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 
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CAJUN  SPRAYING  EQUIPMENT 

Introduces 
"CAJUN  HOODED  SPRAYERS" 

^       I       For  band  spraying  on 

top  of  rows  or  in  furrows 

•  Helps  prevent  drift 

•  Allows  uniform  spraying 
during  windy  conditions 

•  Built  specifically  for  Louisiana 
sugarcane  farmers 

•  Excellent  for  spraying 
ROUND-UP 

For  more  information  call:  CAJUN  spraying  equipment  at: 
(318)837-3636    orroii-Free    (800)264-1061 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call 
(318)  369-3213  day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  Int'l  1 066  Hi-Clearance;  1  —  Prentice  Transloader;  2  —  40'  x  20'  Cane 
Planter  Aides;  1  —  Taylor  Fertilizer  Spreader  Cart;  1  —  "V"  Ditcher.  Call  (31 8)  276-4474 
or  (318)  276-6701  after  5:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Prentice  180D  Transloader;  used  three  (3)  months.  Mounted  on  a  used 
GMC  Truck.  Discounted  $10,000.00  (Financing  Available).  Call  Scott  Construction  Equip- 
ment (318)  837-2907. 

FOR  SALE:  1— Allis  Chalmers  7045;  1— Allis  Chalmers  175;  4— Int'l  Harvesters  1066; 
1— Steiger  Bear  Cat  ST225;  1— Deutz  9190;  1— J  &  L  Harvester  818000.  TRAILER 
UNITS:  1— Flatbed  Trailer.  FARMING  IMPLEMENTS:  8— Cane  Cart;  2-500  Gal  Anhyd. 
tanks  (on  wheels);  1— Lathe;  1—1 ,000  gal.  H20  tank  on  wheels;  1— Allis  Chalmers  1800, 
16'  Flat  Land  Chopper.  Call  Patout-Roane,  Inc.  at  (318)  276-5074  or  (318)  276-4779  for 
appt.  with  D.C.  Roane. 

FOR  SALE:  1 988  Deutz  Allis  71 20,  cab  &  air,  20.8  x  38  tires,  1 900  hrs.  Still  Under  War- 
ranty. Call  Segura  Farms  at  (318)  367-1602. 


FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor,  LI  75  —  $3,800;  4'  Bushhog  —  $500,  4'  Disc  —  $475;  4' 
Boxblade  —  $370;  Farmall  460  Tractor  Broussard  Cane  Loader  mounted  on  it  —  $4,500; 
One-row  small  Chopper  Brand  new  —  $450.  Will  Trade.  Call  (318)  364-1812. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE     (Continued  from  page  9) 

nov^  have  trained  personnel  on  full  time 
duty  assisting  plant  managers  in  meet- 
ing   environmental    protection    and 


cost  that  is  soaring,  and  that  is  ad- 
ministrative costs  including  such  things 
as  record  keeping,  report  preparation, 
training  of  employees,  and  timely  sub- 
mittal of  all  required  Federal,  state  and 
local  documents.  There  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  paperwork  required  by  the 
onerous  environment  regulations,  and 
errors  and  omissions  in  the  mandatory 
reports  are  considered  as  violation  of  en- 
vironmental regulations  just  as  is  the 
unpermitted  discharge  of  pollutants  „ 
Sugar  mill  operators  have  recently  ex- 
perienced first-hand  the  consequence  of 
an  honest  oversight  in  document  filing, 
triggering  an  enforcement  action  and 
much  administrative  time  and  expense. 
It  is  the  numerous  administrative  tasks, 
and  how  well  and  efficiently  they  are 
handled,  that  will  determine  industry 
survival  in  the  current  regulatory 
climate. 

Nearly   all   manufacturing   plants 


OSHA  monitoring  and  reporting 
requirements.  Small  sugar  mills  and 
large  farms  often  do  not  have  such 
capability  on  staff,  although  the  need  is 
definitely  there.  At  a  minimum,  at  least 
one  staff  person  should  be  thoroughly 
trained  in  all  aspects  of  the  environmen- 
tal laws  and  regulations  to  help  mill 
managers  meet  environmental  respon- 
sibilities. The  sugar  cane  industry 
which  has  already  invested  many 
millions  of  dollars  for  environmental  im- 
provement obviously  cannot  allow  a 
misfiled  or  incorrectly  prepared  report 
to  cause  the  industry  to  be  publicly  de- 
nounced for  violating  "environmental" 
regulations,  and  suffer  a  public  relations 
disaster  and  possibly  a  fine  over  a  mere 
piece  of  paper. 
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LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
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1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
THIBODAUX 
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GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 


22 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


IN  THE  FACTORY 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


Xylitol  is  about  as  sweet  as  sucrose, 
can  be  made  in  a  crystalline  form  and 
may  have  beneficial  effects  in  the  area 
of  oral  health.  The  low  dextrose 
equivalent  corn  syrup  solids  may  be 
used  to  reduce  sweetness  in  high  sugar 
products  such  as  frosting  and  can  also 
improve  the  mouthfeel  of  frozen 
desserts.  Several  other  corn  based  pro- 
ducts are  described,  including  their  use 
in  improving  formulations  for  spice  and 
seasoning  mixes. 

Completely  natural  sweeteners 
described  include  date  products  from 
California  which  have  a  mild  but 
distinctive  flavor  which  complements 
other  ingredients.  Honey  is  described  as 
the  only  natural  sweetener  that  need  no 
additional  refining  or  processing  to  be 
utilized.  At  the  other  extreme  are  the 
completely  synthetic  sweeteners  and  the 
number  of  products  in  which  these  can 
now  be  used  continues  to  increase.  A 
new  heat  stable  high  intensity 
sweetener  is  described  under  a  trade 
name  without  any  chemical 
indentification. 

The  development  of  novel  sucrose 
based  sweeteners  by  the  Domino  Sugar 
Corporation  is  also  described.  By 
crystallization  from  a  supersaturated 
pure  sucrose  solution  in  the  presence  of 
other  ingredients  such  as  molasses, 
strawberry  and  apple,  it  is  possible  to 
produce  co-crystallized  aggregates  with 
good  solubility  and  homogeneity. 

I  hear  quite  often  about  sugar  pro- 
cessors needing  to  obtain  Kosher  cer- 
tification for  their  products.  I  do  not  see 
why  this  should  be  a  problem  since  we 
are  making  sugar  from  a  tropical  grass 
or  from  a  vegetable.  Another  article  in 
the  same  magazine  is  entitled  "Kosher 
Confusion"  and  deals  with  the  problems 
in  agreeing  on  uniform  rules  to  apply  for 


the  certification.  An  interesting  point 
made  in  the  article  concerns  the  move 
by  orthodox  Muslims  for  Halal  certifica- 
tion, a  similar  and  at  least  as  confusing 
a  problem. 

The  ingenuity  of  food  scientists  in 
finding  uses  for  sugar  is  matched  by  that 
of  the  chemist.  In  a  computerized  search 
of  the  published  data  on  some  sucrose 
derivatives,  I  came  upon  the  use  of 
sucrose  as  a  major  component  in  white 
and  colored  military  screening  smokes 
that  avoid  the  use  of  hydrocarbons.  As 
researchers  we  should  be  thinking  of 
new  and  substantial  uses  for  sugar,  both 
as  food  and  for  other,  even  unusual, 
uses.  This  is  not  a  new  quest,  but  neither 
is  it  one  that  we  should  give  up  due  to 
lack  of  past  success. 
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Building  Bigger 

Sugarcane  profits 

Bequires  The 

BIPHT  TaoLS. 


You  won't  find  a  better  tool  for  boosting  sugarcane  profits  than  ASULOX" 
brand  herbicide.  ASULOX"  lets  you  control  rhizone  johnsongrass  up  to  1 8 
inches  tall  in  Louisiana*  when  the  proper  rate  of  8  pints  per  acre  is  used. 
It  also  delivers  powerful  control  of  a  host  of  other  problem  grasses.  And 
no  other  herbicide  is  as  gentle  to  your  cane.  |IO|||  ftV 
ASULOX-  The  right  tool  for  all  the  right  reasons.    MwU  LU^ 


,  t^  RHONE-POULENC 


Brand  Herbicide 
4; PA  #246-447 


Rhonc-Poulcnc  Ag  Company.  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park. 
NC  27709.  For  additional  product  information,  please  call:  1-800-334-9745.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Rhone-Poulenc.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow  label  directions.  (1993  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Ag  Company 
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THE  MAXXUMSHUHLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


D 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or  vice   vers 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 


As  I  pen  this  article,  I  am  sitting  at 
the  dining  room  table  in  my  house  in 
Napoleonville,  having  just  returned  this 
Sunday  afternoon  from  my  first  ASSCT 
Joint  Meeting  in  Ft.  Walton  Beach, 
Florida.  I  spent  much  of  my  time  at  the 
conference  on  the  phone  with  the 
League  office  and  Paul  Borron  as  we 
tried  to  wrap  up  contracts  for  the  sugar- 
cane planters  and  the  harvester/trans- 
portation projects.  Also,  Nannette 
Nickens  (Girl  Friday  at  the  League  Of- 
fice) dutifully  bugged  me  daily  to  write 
my  "Up  Front  With  the  League"  article. 

I  guess  I  need  to  start  thinking 
further  ahead  about  my  article.  I  have 
always  enjoyed  writing  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  I  have  no  best  sellers  or  pub- 
lished papers  to  my  credit.  As  you  know, 
Charley  Richard  writes  the  fine  articles 
concerning  the  crops  and  scientific  ad- 
vancements; Don  Wallace  brings  our 
membership  up  to  speed  on  the  Wash- 
ington goings  on;  Tom  and/or  Linda 
Spradley  cover  the  Baton  Rouge  beat 
(and  after  this  past  session,  "beat"  is  an 
understatement)  quite  well;  Gulf 
Engineers  handles  the  environmental 
issues.  So  by  now  you're  scratching  your 
head  asking,  "What's  Charlie's  point? 

Well,  the  point  of  the  fact  is  that 
each  of  the  people  mentioned  above  and 
others,  handle  their  areas  of  expertise 
so  well,  it  leaves  me,  the  administra- 
tor/coordinator/director, or  whatever 
you  wish  to  call  me,  without  a  defined 
topic  readily  at  hand.  Did  you  know  that 
last  month  I  had  completely  written  my 
article  only  to  find  that  my  writings 
closely  mirrored  Don  Wallace's  article! 
I  had  to  scratch  the  first  article  and 
begin  again.  Needless  to  say,  in  my 


haste  to  get  my  article  out,  I  found 
several  misspelled  words  and  other  er- 
rors that  were  overlooked;  thus,  bring- 
ing out  the  technician/spell  checker  in 
my  household.  Peachy.  She  has  now  in- 
formed me  that  she  "wants"  to  review 
all  of  my  articles  in  the  future.  I  guess 
that's  not  all  bad! 

The  ASSCT  meeting  was  a  good  one. 
Many  interesting  presentations  were 
made  to  those  attending.  I  met  many 
new  people,  connected  some  familiar 
names  with  previously  unknown  faces, 
and  saw  many  familiar  faces  and 
friends.  My  only  regret  was  the  absence 
of  the  many  good  cane  farmers  from 
Louisiana.  Regretfully,  Mother  Nature 
has  not  been  very  kind  to  you  over  the 
past  three  years.  As  I  listened  to  these 
many  presentations,  I  kept  thinking 
how  unfair  it  was  that  the  cane  farmers, 
the  backbone  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry, were  back  home  working  and 
worrying  over  this  year's  crop  instead  of 
being  at  the  conference  to  hear,  see,  and 
question  the  presenters.  Charley,  Don, 
the  other  League  employees,  and  I  can 
do  no  more  than  pray  that  Mother 
Nature  looks  more  kindly  on  the  Lou- 
isiana sugar  industry  this  year.  The  en- 
tire League  staff  is  seriously  committed 
to  do  all  that  is  possible  in  each  of  their 
areas  of  expertise  where  we  can  possibly 
affect  the  outcome. 

So  growers,  do  what  you  do  best.  Get 
your  crop  ready  to  the  best  you  are  able 
and  let  us,  your  staff  at  the  League  of- 
fice, worry  about  and  handle  those  pro- 
blems, other  than  weather,  that  can  af- 
fect this  great  industry.  We  will  also 
continue  to  pray  for  favorable  weather 
this  year.  You  need  a  break! 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


[      MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS  SUBJECT 
OF  ROMINGER  MEETING 

1  On  May  26,  sugar  industry  repre- 

;  sentatives  met  with  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Richard  Rominger  to  dis- 
cuss the  urgency  of  implementation  of 
marketing  allotments.  This  meeting 
was  requested  as  a  follow-up  to  a 
meeting  with  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Mike  Espy  at  the  end  of  April.  Rominger 
was  presented  with  new  data  illustrat- 
ing the  severity  of  the  forfeiture  problem 
for  some  companies  in  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. Participants  in  the  meeting  were 
told  that  institution  of  marketing  con- 
trols was  still  under  consideration  by 
the  Department,  but  no  timetable  for 
announcement  was  given. 

WASHINGTON  REPRESENTATIVES 
MEET  WITH  YERXA  ON  NAFTA 

On  June  2,  Washington  represent- 
atives from  the  entire  sugar  industry 
met  with  Deputy  U.S.  Trade  Represent- 
ative Rufus  Yerxa  regarding  the  sugar 
provision  of  the  NAFTA.  Yerxa  served 
as  a  key  negotiator  at  the  GATT  under 
the  Bush  Administration.  Industry 
representatives  presented  their  concerns 
regarding  the  impact  on  the  domestic 
sugar  industry  if  Mexican  sugar  floods 
the  U.S.  market.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting,  Yerxa  advised  that  the  in- 
dustry's position  would  be  taken  under 
consideration  but  warned  that  any  con- 
cessions made  for  sugar  would  come  at 
some  considerable  cost  to  the  U.S. 

GATT  UPDATE 

The  Uruguay  Round  of  the  GATT 
talks  continues  with  the  Clinton  Ad- 
ministration still  hoping  to  conclude  by 
December.  (Under  the  fast  track  exten- 
sion just  approved  by  the  House  Ways 


&  Means  Committee,  the  agreement 
would  have  to  be  completed  by 
December  15, 1993,  in  order  to  meet  con- 
gressional notification  requirements. 
Fast  track  extension  has  not  yet  been 
taken  up  by  the  Senate.)  A  meeting  of 
the  Quad  (U.S.,  E.C.,  Canada  and 
Japan)  was  held  in  Tokyo  on  June  23 
and  24  followed  by  a  G-7  meeting  on  the 
GATT  in  Tokyo  on  July  7.  Market  access 
negotiations  between  the  U.S.  and  E.C. 
are  currently  underway  in  Brussels  and 
will  be  moved  to  London  the  week  of 
June  21,  where  the  U.S.  and  E.C.  will 
be  joined  by  Japan  and  Australia. 

In  other  GATT  news,  Russia  has  for- 
mally applied  for  membership  in  the 
GATT.  In  his  petition  for  membership, 
Russian  President  Boris  Yeltsin  stated 
that  Russia  was  prepared  to  fulfill  all 
commitments  set  by  GATT  and  asked 
for  consideration  by  year's  end. 

CLINTON  ADMINISTRATION 
RESPONDS  TO  SENATE  LETTER 

The  Clinton  Administration 
responded  to  the  March  16  letter  signed 
by  35  Senators  on  the  sugar  provision 
of  the  NAFTA.  In  his  letter  of  May  27, 
President  Clinton  stated  that  he 
understands  the  industry's  "concern 
that  domestic  sugar  producers  not  be 
harmed  by  Mexican  sugar  exports,"  and 
that  he  is  "sure  that  that  will  not  occur." 
Additionally,  however,  Howard  Paster, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Legislative  Affairs,  responded  in  more 
detail  than  the  President's  letter  and 
reiterated  many  of  the  same  arguments 
utilized  by  the  Bush  Administration 
regarding  the  concerns  raised  in  the 
Senate  letter.  For  example,  he  stated 
that,  in  the  future,  it  would  be  "highly 
unlikely  that  Mexico  will  be  able  to 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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LOUISIANA  AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATION 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA 

and 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

and 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  of  the  U.S.A.,  INC. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

NOTICE  OF  RELEASE  OF  SUGARCANE  VARIETY  LCP  85-384 

The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working 
cooperatively  to  improve  sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  an- 
nounce the  release  of  a  new  variety,  LCP  85-384,  for  commercial  planting  in  the  fall 
of  1993. 

LCP  85-384  was  selected  from  progeny  of  the  cross  CP  77-310  x  CP  77-407. 
The  variety  produces  very  high  populations  of  small  diameter  stalks  with  stalk  weights 
less  than  CP  70-321.  The  stalks  are  light  green  to  almost  white  and  possess  leaf 
sheafs  with  a  high  degree  of  pubescense  and  a  necrotic  margin  that  includes  the 
auricle.  Results  from  82  replicate  trials  among  7  years  and  1 7  test  locations  indicate 
LCP  85-384  yields  superior  sugar  and  cane  yields,  and  stalk  populations  per  area 
compared  to  CP65-357,  CP70-321  and  CP-74-383,  particularly  in  the  stubble  crops. 
The  recoverable  sugar  content  of  the  variety  is  similar  to  CP  65-357  and  has  a  mill- 
ing factor  of  1.024  and  a  cane  fiber  content  of  12.48%.  The  variety  is  suited  to 
mechanical  harvesting,  with  harvesting  characteristics  similar  to  CP  70-321. 

LCP  85-384  is  susceptible  to  injury  caused  by  the  sugarcane  borer,  Diatraea 
saccharalis  (P.).  LCP  85-384  is  moderately  resistant  to  smut  {Utilago  scitaminea  Syd. 
&  P. Syd.),  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  mosaic  virus  and  is  susceptible  to  ratoon  stunt- 
ing disease  (Clavibacter  xyli  subsp.  xyli).  Preliminary  data  suggests  that  the  variety 
Is  tolerant  to  herbicides  used  in  sugarcane  production. 

Seed  cane  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  in  accor- 
dance with  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on 
or  after  July  7,  1993.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301. 
The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion do  not  have  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Each  agency  will  make  such  news  releases  as  considered  appropriate. 

K.W.  Tipton 

Director,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

R.D.  Plowman 

Administrator,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Branan  B.  Beyt 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

6  '  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

and 

LOUISIANA  AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATION 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA 

and 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  of  the  U.S.A.,  INC. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

NOTICE  OF  RELEASE  OF  SUGARCANE  VARIETY  HoCP  85-845 

The  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  work- 
ing cooperatively  to  improve  sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby 
announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety,  HoCP  85-845,  for  commercial  planting  in  the 
fall  of  1993. 

HoCP  85-845  is  a  product  of  the  cross  CP  72-370  X  CP  77-403  made  at  Canal 
Point  (CP),  Florida  and  selected  at  Houma  (Ho),  Louisiana,  and  has  a  high  popula- 
tion of  medium  sized,  green  stalks.  The  variety  is  a  BC4  progeny  derived  from  the 
original  cross  CP  52-1  X  Saccharum  spontaneum  clone  US  56-15-8.  HoCP  85-845 
is  erect  in  growth  habit  and  suited  to  mechanical  harvesting.  Yield  data  from  a  total 
of  55  mechanically  harvested  replicated  trials  on  both  light-  and  heavy-textured  soils 
indicate  that  HoCP  85-845  is  superior  to  CP  70-321 ,  the  leading  commercial  variety, 
in  yield  of  total  recoverable  sugar  per  acre  in  the  plant-cane  crop  and  yield  of  cane 
per  acre  in  the  plant-,  first-,  and  second-stubble  crops.  HoCP  85-845  is  similar  to 
CP  70-321  in  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  maturity.  The  variety  has  ac- 
ceptable fiber  content  (13.05%)  and  a  milling  factor  of  1 .016,  similar  to  the  commer- 
cial check  CP  65-357. 

The  variety  is  moderately  resistant  to  sugarcane  mosaic  virus,  is  resistant  to  smut 
caused  by  Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.  &  P.  Syd.,  and  is  resistant  to  rust  caused  by 
Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  &  P.  Syd.  under  Louisiana  field  conditions.  Ratoon  stunt- 
ing disease  (Clavibacter  xyli  subsp.  xyli)  has  caused  significant  reductions  in  yield 
of  cane  and  total  recoverable  sugar  per  acre  of  this  variety  in  the  stubble  crop.  HoCP 
85-845  is  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer,  Diatraea  saccharalis  F. 

Seed  cane  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  in  accor- 
dance with  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on 
or  after  July  7,  1993.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301. 
The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion do  not  have  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Each  agency  will  make  such  news  releases  as  considered  appropriate. 

R.D.  Plowman 

Administrator,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

K.W.  Tipton 

Director,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Branan  B.  Beyt 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

JULY,  1993  7 


LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  LOP  85-384 
&  HoCP  85-845  ARE  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  under- 
take a  fair  and  impartial  distribution  of  the  newly  released  varieties  of  cane  known 
as  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  85-845. 

They  have  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  them  shall 
be  paid  the  price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  charge  a  distribution  fee  of  $1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  these  new  varieties,  please  fill  out  the  ap- 
plication forms  found  in  this  issue  of  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN.  NO  OTHER  FORM 
OF  APPLICATION  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND  IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT 
THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE,  P.  O.  DRAWER 
938,  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302,  NO  LATER  THAN  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  6,  1993. 

The  price  of  this  seed  cane  is  $36.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  your  vehicle 
at  the  secondary  station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  mechanical  harvester.  There 
is  no  guarantee,  expressed  or  implied,  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures, 
diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  delivering  and  handling  of  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP 
85-845,  the  League  is  requesting  purchasers  to  name  three  secondary  stations  from 
which  they  are  willing  to  receive  cane.  The  League  will  attempt  to  fill  all  orders 
from  one  of  three  selected  secondary  stations.  If  this  is  not  possible,  the  order  will 
be  filled  from  the  nearest  secondary  station.  If  only  one  secondary  station  is  named 
and  the  order  cannot  be  filled  from  that  station,  then  the  order  will  be  filled  from 
a  secondary  station  selected  by  the  League. 

On  August  6,  1993,  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching 
of  secondary  stations. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  85-845  are: 


LCP 

HoCP 

Parish 

Station 

Operator 

85-384 

85-845 

Ascension 

Evan  Hall 

Churchill  &  Thibaut 

yes 

yes 

New  Hope 

James  Thibaut 

yes 

yes 

Assumption 

Belle  Alliance 

Churchill  &  Thibaut 

yes 

yes 

Cedar  Grove 

E.G.  Robichaux 

yes 

yes 

L 

Glenwood 

Thibaut  Farms 

yes 

yes 

Little  Texas 

Donald  Peltier 

yes 

yes 

Lula 

Savoie  Farms 

yes 

no 

Goldmine 

Thibodeaux  Bros. 

yes 

yes 

Westfield 

Dugas  &  LeBlanc 

yes 

yes 

Avoyelles 

Newton  Farms 

Blake  Newton 

yes 

yes 

Iberia 

Caroline 

Herman  Walet 

yes 

yes 

Enterprise 

M.A.  Patout  &  Son 

yes 

yes 

Lawrence  Dugas  Farms 

Lawrence  Dugas 

yes 

yes 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Ronald  Hebert,  Sr. 

yes 

yes 

Ulysee  Gonsoulin 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

yes 

yes 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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LIST  OF  ST  A  TIONS      (Continued  from  page  8) 


LCP 

HOCP 

Parish 

Station 

Operator 

85-384 

85-845 

Iberville 

Cannonburg 

Ross  Campesi,  Jr. 

yes 

yes 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

yes 

yes 

St.  Louis 

St.  Louis  Planting 

yes 

yes 

Lafayette 

Triple  V  Farm 

Daniel  Viator 

yes 

yes 

Lafourche 

Leighton 

Godfrey  Knight       ^  :  -  -, 

yes 

yes 

Georgia 

Raceland  Sugars         ;  ■ 

yes 

yes 

McLeod 

Valentine  Sugars 

yes 

yes 

Pointe  Coupee 

Alma 

Alma  Pltg.  Co. 

yes 

yes 

St.  James 

Blackberry 

Blackberry  Farms 

yes 

yes 

Graugnard  Farms 

Graugnard  Farms 

yes 

yes 

Martin  &  Poche 

Martin  &  Poche 

yes 

yes 

St.  John 

Glendale 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

yes 

yes 

St.  Martin 

B  &  T  Farms 

Dane  Berard 

yes 

yes 

Comb  Farms 

Jackie  Comb 

yes 

yes 

Huey  Dugas  Farms 

Huey  Dugas 

yes 

yes 

Levert  St.  John 

Levert  St.  John 

yes 

yes 

St.  Mary 

Allain 

A.V.  Allain  &  Sons 

yes 

yes 

Breaux  Bros. 

Herbert  Breaux 

yes 

yes 

Frank  Martin  Farms 

Robert  Judice 

yes 

yes 

Northside  Pltg.  Co. 

Jackie,  Clint  & 
Chad  Judice 

yes 

yes 

": 

Ralph  Longman 

Ralph  Longman 

Freyou  Farms 

Glenn  &  Wayne  Freyou 

yes 

yes 

Sterling  Sugars 

Sterling  Sugars 

yes 

yes 

Terrebonne 

Magnolia 

Daniel  Naquin 

yes 

yes 

Vermillion 

Edward  Zenon  Farm 

Edward  Zenon 

yes 

no 

Sam  Duplantis 

Sam  Duplantis 

yes 

yes 

West  Baton  Rouge 

Allendale 

Allendale  Farms 

yes 

yes 

Cinclare 

Robert  Farms 

yes 

yes 

WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Jeanerette,  LA 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


NEW  VARIETIES  —  LEAF  SCALD  —  CROP  REPORT 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  are  the  release  statements,  ap- 
plication forms,  and  list  of  stations 
which  have  seed  cane  of  two  varieties, 
LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  85-845,  that  have 
been  selected  for  release  to  the  Louis- 
iana sugar  industry.  These  two  varieties 
come  from  the  cooperative  efforts  of 
scientists  at  the  LSU  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, the  USDA,  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League.  They  began  their 
history  as  tiny  seeds  during  the  early 
1980's  and  continued  through  13  years 
of  testing  to  get  to  this  point.  Both 
varieties  have  something  to  offer  the  in- 
dustry, although  as  is  the  case  with  all 
varieties,  they  are  not  perfect.  The 
release  statements  give  some  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  capability  of  each 
variety.  They  can  both  be  characterized 
as  having  good  yields  of  cane  and  sugar 
although  they  get  their  cane  tonnage  in 
different  ways.  LCP  85-384  gets  its  ton- 
nage from  a  high  population  of  rather 
small  barrel  canes.  HoCP  85-845  gets  its 
yield  from  a  more  normal  population  of 
medium  to  large  barrel  canes.  Both  have 
good  sugar  per  ton  and  adequate  levels 
of  resistance  to  most  diseases.  Like  near- 
ly all  other  varieties  both  are  suscepti- 
ble to  RSD  and  once  established  on  your 
farm  you  should  initiate  a  heat  treat- 
ment program  or  else  purchase  disease 
free  seed  cane. 

Of  the  two  varieties,  LCP  85-384  is 
the  one  which  brings  some  concern 
because  of  one  flaw  that  the  variety  has. 
This  variety  is  susceptible  to  the  sugar- 
cane borer.  The  exact  extent  of  its 
susceptibility  is  still  being  evaluated; 
however,  it  is  at  least  as  susceptible  as 
CP  74-383.  With  the  problems  this  in- 
dustry has  faced  with  environmental 


issues  from  borer  control  in  the  past  two 
years,  it  is  imperative  that  growers 
understand  how  to  use  this  cane.  Yield 
tests  indicate  that  it  can  make  good 
yields;  but,  it  should  only  be  grown  in 
areas  where  pesticides  cannot  cause  any 
environmental  problems.  This  means 
that  it  should  not  be  grown  in  areas 
around  trees  or  power  lines  where  it  can- 
not be  sprayed  and  more  importantly  in 
areas  where  run-off  or  spray  drift  can 
cause  problems  (canals,  bayous, 
swamps,  ponds,  subdivisions,  houses, 
schools,  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  etc.) 
This  means  that  it  will  probably  be 
restricted  to  only  the  interior  of  a  farm 
where  pesticides  can  be  applied  with  vir- 
tually no  risk.  The  future  of  the 
pesticides  that  we  are  currently  allowed 
to  use  will  be  determined  by  problems 
that  are  encountered  in  this  and  future 
years.  These  should  not  be  considered  as 
recommendations  but  rather  growers 
MUST  follow  these  practices  if  we  ex- 
pect to  use  this  variety  in  the  future  and 
still  be  allowed  to  use  the  pesticides  that 
are  currently  labeled  for  use.  Besides 
the  ecological  risk  of  growing  this  varie- 
ty, growers  also  need  to  consider  the  cost 
of  insecticide  treatment  compared  to  the 
yield  they  hope  to  get  from  it.  The  bot- 
tom line  for  you  is  to  make  more  money 
and  all  factors  must  be  considered  before 
an  excessive  planting  is  made  in  any 
variety. 

LCP  85-384  does  have  much  to  offer 
in  that  it  has  a  high  population  of  cane 
stalks  which  makes  planting  ratios  look 
very  good.  Stubble  yields  have  also  been 
good  in  outfield  tests  and  this  variety 
may  offer  some  assistance  in  this 
characteristic.  With  its  high  population, 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR 

SEED  CANE  OF  LCP  85-384  CAN  BE 

ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  6,  1993 

The  cane  will  cost  $36.00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $1.00  per  ton  and  give 
the  rest  to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders 
at  locations  selected  by  applicants. 

Please  be  informed  that  some  locations  may  be  short  on  seed.  It  is  important 
that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first,  second,  and  third  choices)  so  that 
we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Off  Application  Below  and  Mail 

APPLICATION  FOR  LCP  85-384  SEED  CANE 

Date 


TO:  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  LCP  85-384  seed  cane:  I  agree  to  pay 

when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning  this  and 
supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane, 
which  I  will  send  for  on  delivery  dates  in  September  or  October,  1993.  I  understand 
that  this  cane  will  not  be  trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will 
be  refunded  to  me. 

My  7993  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  from  are: 

1st  choice  

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed 
or  implied  that  this  seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns: 

and 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Name . 

Mailing  Address    

City Zip 

Phone  #  (Day) (Evening) 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


The  regular  session  of  the 
Legislature  concluded  with  more  of  a 
whimper  than  a  bang,  with  most  of  the 
major  issues  having  been  resolved 
several  days  prior  to  adjournment.  Since 
the  Legislature  made  good  on  its  at- 
tempt to  end  the  session  a  couple  of 
weeks  early  to  make  up  for  the  time 
spent  in  the  Special  Session,  no  one  was 
ever  quite  sure  when  the  final  day 
would  come.  In  any  event,  the  good  news 
is  that  we,  in  conjunction  with  the 
business  lobby,  were  able  to  fend  off  at- 
tacks on  workers  comp,  tort  reform, 
taxes,  and  labor  management  issues  — 
any  of  which  could  have  increased  your 
cost  of  doing  business  in  Louisiana. 

The  following  is  a  brief  wrapup  of 
some  of  the  major  issues  dealt  with  dur- 
ing the  session.  A  complete  report  —  in- 
cluding details  on  the  burning  bill,  the 
sugar  products  liability  bill,  and  the  use 
of  Louisiana  sugar  by  Coca  Cola  —  will 
appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin.  In  the  meantime,  if  you  would 
like  further  information  on  any  issue, 
please  call  Tom  or  Linda  Spradley  at 
504-766-1359. 

Agency  Shop  —  This  was  a  rerun  of 
last  year's  attempt  to  repeal  Louisiana's 
Right  to  Work  law  by  forcing  employees, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  pay  union 
dues,  fees,  or  assessments  to  a  labor 
organization  in  order  to  get  or  keep  a 
job.  Defeated. 

Workers  Comp  —  These  bills 
threaten  to  bankrupt  our  workers  comp 
system  by  raising  costs  for  employers 
while  also  encouraging  greater  involve- 
ment and  fees  for  plaintiff  lawyers. 
Defeated. 

Third  Party    Tort  -   These   bills 


severely  limited  an  employer's  immuni- 
ty from  lawsuits.  Defeated. 

Prevailing  Wage  —  These  bills 
would  have  cost  taxpayers  millions  of 
dollars  by  reenacting  a  state  prevailing 
wage  law.  Defeated. 

Unemployment  Compensation  Bills 

—  These  bills  would  have  severely 
damaged  the  solvency  of  Louisiana's 
Unemployment  Compensation  Trust 
Fund  and  threatened  to  return  em- 
ployers to  the  crisis  situation  of  the  late 
'80's.  Defeated. 

Taxes,  Exemptions,  Suspensions, 
Credits  —  This  wide  range  of  legislation 
attacked  every  business  tax  incentive 
from  industrial  tax  exemptions  and  net 
operating  losses  to  occupational  license 
taxes.  While  several  of  them  progressed 
through  the  system,  in  the  end  they 
were  defeated. 

Punitive  Damages  —  These  bills 
would  have  allowed  costly  punitive 
damages  to  be  awarded  in  areas  where 
such  damages  are  currently  prohibited. 
None  of  these  bills  made  much  progress 
through  the  system. 

Protective  Orders  —  These  trial 
lawyer-backed  bills  would  have  pre- 
cluded the  issuance  of  protective  orders 
in  the  courtroom  and  make  it  much 
easier  for  attorneys  to  file  lawsuits  in 
the  future.  These  bills  were  put  on  the 
back  burner  while  the  trial  attorneys  at- 
tempted to  pass  third  party  tort. 

Mandated  Benefits  in  Health  Care 
Programs  —  These  bills  mandated 
various  costly  health  care  benefits  on 
employers  who  provide  programs  for 
their  employees.  Defeated. 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR 

SEED  CANE  OF  HoCP  85-845  CAN  BE 

ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  6,  1993 

The  cane  will  cost  $36.00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $1.00  per  ton  and  give 
the  rest  to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders 
at  locations  selected  by  applicants. 

Please  be  informed  that  some  locations  may  be  short  on  seed.  It  is  important 
that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first,  second,  and  third  choices)  so  that 
we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Off  Application  Below  and  Mail 

APPLICATION  FOR  HoCP  85-845  SEED  CANE 

Date 


TO:  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  HoCP  85-845  seed  cane:  I  agree  to  pay 

when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning  this  and 
supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane, 
which  I  will  send  for  on  delivery  dates  in  September  or  October,  1993.  I  understand 
that  this  cane  will  not  be  trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will 
be  refunded  to  me. 

My  7993  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  from  are: 

1st  choice  

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed 
or  implied  that  this  seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns: 

and  

PLEASE  PRINT 

Name  

Mailing  Address    

City Zip 

Phone  #  (Day) (Evening) 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 

JULY,  1993  13 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on 
warranty  on  engine;  1  —  91 70  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hrs.  Warranty  still 
on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 

FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition, 
Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers 
D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504) 
473-6162. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office 
or  (318)  856-7948  home. 

FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000 
Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD 
4630,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc 
Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor  and  3  pt.  Tiller.  Extra  Heavy  Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache 
Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  1066  Hi-Clearance  Tractor,  4430  Hi-Clearance  Trac- 
tor. Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape. 
Call  Jim  at  (318)  394-9991. 

FOR  SALE:  1991  La  Cane  Single  Row  Harvester.  Brand  new  John  Deere  Engine  has 
2  year  warranty  on  engine.  Asking  $65,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for 
Transloader  in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1—3  Row  Cameco  Shaver;  2— Int  Hi  Clearance  966;  2— Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  (318)  856-4622  or  (318)  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  690B  Excavator  with  extension,  bucket,  and  new  grapple.  Call 
(504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  2800  7-bottom  Mold  Board  plow  with  colters.  Fully  hydraulic 
—  $5,000.  Call  (504)  659-2289  or  (504)  545-8718. 


FOR  SALE:  1981  Thompson  Harvester  with  Hydrostatic  Transmission,  remodeled  front 
end  and  center  carrier  and  180  hp  JD  engine;  1  —  JD  40-20  Tractor  with  saddle  tanks 
and  rear  tank,  spray  rig;  1  —  2  wheel  drive  self  propelled  Thompson  Loader  with  Dit- 
cher; 1  —  Remy  Transloader  on  F750  Diesel  Truck;  2  —  Transloader  Wagons;  1  — 
Front  End  Mechanical  Planter;  1  —  3-row  Cane  Packer;  1  —  3-row  Opener;  1  —  3294 
Case  Int'l;  1—15'  Bushhog.  Call  (504)  446-6817  between  12:00  p.m.  and  8:00  p.m. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGES  19  &  24) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


RESIDUE  TESTING 


One  of  the  less  glamorous  roles 
played  by  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
is  the  performance  of  residue  tests  for 
chemicals  used  in  both  field  and  factory 
operations  in  the  production  of  cane 
sugar.  Unless  previous  experience  with 
a  chemical  treatment  over  a  long  period 
of  time,  when  the  chemical  has  been 
found  to  fit  into  the  category  generally 
regarded  as  safe,  this  type  of  testing  is 
necessary  for  any  chemical  to  be  used. 
Materials  such  as  lime  used  in  the 
clarification  process  fit  into  the  general- 
ly regarded  as  safe  category.  Govern- 
ment restrictions  on  chemical  use  are 
becoming  tighter,  and  this  is  as  it  should 
be,  if  we  are  to  avoid  the  use  of  un- 
necessarily hazardous  or  useless 
chemicals. 

Several  governmental  agencies  are 
involved  in  the  regulation  of  field  and 
factory  chemicals  and  their  roles  are  not 
necessarily  the  same.  For  example,  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  is 
concerned  with  the  fate  of  chemicals 
used  in  the  field  as  herbicides  and 
insecticides,  but  not  necessarily  with 
whether  these  are  efficient  herbicides, 
etc..  Registration  and  re-registration  of 
agricultural  chemicals  are  required  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  this 
again  requires  that  residual  levels  of 
these  chemicals  be  measured  in  the  pro- 
cessed products.  The  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration is  also  concerned  with 
whether  the  use  of  a  chemical  has  a 
beneficial  effect  in  process  and  with 
determining  a  reasonable  limit  on  the 
quantity  that  can  be  used.  This  is  more 


important  for  what  can  be  called  pro- 
cessing aids,  such  as  flocculants, 
biocides,  antiscalants,  etc.. 

It  would  seem  to  be  reasonable  that 
a  chemical  company  would  not  promote 
the  use  of  a  chemical  if  they  knew  it  to 
be  useless  or  potentially  hazardous.  This 
is  certainly  true  for  the  major  chemical 
companies,  but  there  is  a  continuing 
danger  that  small  operations  will  pro- 
mote materials  which  do  not  fit  in  with 
good  operating  practices  and 
understanding.  This  is  not  to  say  that 
they  are  intending  to  deceive,  but  they 
may  be  acting  out  of  ignorance  of  the 
chemical's  nature  and  consequences  of 
the  product.  An  example  of  this  a  few 
years  ago  was  the  promotion  of  an  odor 
prevention  chemical  for  cane  wash 
water.  It  certainly  worked  but  the  active 
component  was  a  heavy  metal  which 
would  have  accumulated  in  the  settled 
material  in  the  ponds. 

The  development,  testing,  and  per- 
mitting of  agricultural  and  processing 
chemicals  is  a  long  and  expensive 
(Continued  on  page  25) 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 
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Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  Information  Series  #4 


Pesticide  Educational  Program 

Pesticide  Container  Disposal 


Prompt  disposal  of  empty  pesticide 
containers  can  make  for  a  more  attrac- 
tive farm,  reduce  the  opportunity  for 
criticism  by  the  public,  reduce  the 
chance  of  injury  to  children,  pets  or 
livestock  and  reduce  the  possibility  of 
pesticides  damaging  gardens  or  other 
crops.  In  addition,  the  possibility  of  sur- 
face water  or  groundwater  contamina- 
tion is  also  reduced. 

Institutions  which  lend  money  for 
the  purchase  or  re-financing  of  farmland 
are  very  concerned  about  anything  that 
could  reduce  the  value  of  their  col- 
lateral. Potential  environmental  prob- 
lems from  the  improper  use  of  pesticides 
or  improper  container  disposal  are  now 
a  major  consideration  in  the  approval  of 
a  loan.  Poor  container  disposal  practices 
could  jeopardize  the  sale  of  farmland  or 
refinancing  of  farmland. 

Landowners  should  consider  the 
modification  of  lease  agreements.  They 
should  specify  how  pesticides  are  to  be 
stored  and  applied  as  well  as  how  con- 
tainers and  spray  equipment  washwater 
will  be  disposed  of.  The  lease  should 
specify  who  will  pay  legal  fees  and  court 
cost  if  one  party  enters  suit  against  the 
other  party  concerning  the  improper  use 
of  pesticides. 

Landowners  should  inspect  the  en- 
tire property  periodically  to  be  certain 
pesticides  are  used  properly.  The  land- 
owner will  ultimately  be  held  account- 
able for  the  cleanup  of  old  pesticides, 
pesticide  containers  and  contaminated 
areas.  This  could  be  very  expensive  if 
the  renter  does  not  properly  dispose  of 


pesticide  containers,  unused  pesticides 
and  spray  equipment  washwater. 

Renters  should  carefully  inspect  all 
property  for  potential  environmental 
problems  before  signing  a  lease.  In  cer- 
tain situations,  it  may  be  wise  to  have 
a  qualified  firm  conduct  an  environmen- 
tal site  survey  before  accepting  the  land. 
Any  potential  environmental  problems 
should  be  noted  on  the  lease.  This  will 
reduce  the  possibility  of  the  landowner's 
holding  the  renter  liable  for  pre-existing 
conditions  such  as  old  pesticides,  con- 
taminated sites  and  old  pesticide 
containers. 

Another  factor  to  consider  is  the 
pesticide  label.  Label  requirements  per- 
taining to  application  and  container 
disposal  procedures  must  be  carefully 
followed.  Failure  to  follow  label  instruc- 
tions is  a  violation  of  state  and  federal 
regulations. 

The  vast  array  of  pesticide  container 
types  and  sizes  often  makes  the  disposal 
problem  more  difficult.  Each  type  of  con- 
tainer requires  specific  disposal  pro- 
cedures. The  recommended  procedures 
for  various  types  of  containers  follow. 

Plastic  or  Paper  Bags: 

The  contents  of  plastic  or  paper  bags 
should  be  emptied  into  the  spray  mix. 
The  bags  should  then  be  destroyed  by 
slitting  on  three  sides  to  prevent  reuse. 
Bags  can  then  be  moved  to  an  approved 
solid  waste  landfill.  Bags  that  have  not 
been  destroyed  by  slitting  on  three  sides 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


satisfy   its   own  demands,   much 
become  a  net  sugar  exporter." 


less 


USDA  ISSUES  WORLD  SUGAR 

SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND 

ESTIMATES  AND  SITUATION 

AND  OUTLOOK  REPORT 

On  June  10,  USDA  released  its  cur- 
rent figures  for  U.S.  sugar  production  in 
fiscal  year  1993-1994.  Production  is  pro- 
jected at  7.6  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  unchanged  from  last  month.  U.S. 
sugar  production  in  fiscal  year 
1992-1993  is  estimated  at  7.7  million 
tons,  up  40,000  from  last  month.  Beet 
sugar  production,  which  accounts  for  the 
increase,  was  raised  in  line  with  the 
revised  crop-year  production  estimate. 
Forecast  exports  in  1992-1993  are  in- 
creased 10,000  tons  to  account  for  the 
food  aid  donation  to  Russia. 

World  sugar  production  in 
1992-1993  is  estimated  at  111.3  million 
tons,  raw  value,  down  4.9  million  tons 
from  the  November  estimate  and  4.6 
million  tons  from  the  record  1991-1992 
crop.  The  downturn  from  1991-1992 
largely  reflects  sharply  lower  cane  sugar 
production  in  Cuba,  India,  South  Africa, 
and  Thailand  and  a  significant  decrease 
in  beet  sugar  production  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  Ukraine.  World  sugar 
production  in  1993-1994  is  forecast  at 
112.7  million  tons,  up  1.3  percent  from 
this  season. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Sugarbeet  production  in  1992 
totaled  28.9  million  tons,  three  percent 
above  the  1991  output.  The  larger  pro- 
duction was  the  result  of  both  increased 
acreage  and  higher  yields.  Area  har- 
vested totaled  1.41  million  acres.  Two 


percent  more  than  in  1991.  Yield  per 
acre  averaged  20.5  tons  compared  with 
the  previous  year's  average  of  20.3  tons. 

Sugarcane  produced  for  sugar  in 
1992  totaled  28.9  million  tons,  virtual- 
ly unchanged  from  1991.  The  average 
yield  of  33.2  tons  per  acre  was  0.9  tons 
less  than  the  previous  year's  average. 
The  area  harvested  totaled  870,400 
acres,  two  percent  above  1991. 

Sugar  (raw  value)  production  totaled 
7.70  million  tons,  an  eight  percent  in- 
crease from  1991.  Beet  sugar  totaled 
4.33  million  tons  or  56  percent  of  the 
total.  Sugarbeet s  sliced  from  the  1992 
crop  totaled  28.3  million  tons,  up  four 
percent  from  1991. 

(See  Chart  on  page  18) 


Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  l?) 

SUGARCANE:  AREA  PLANTED  AND  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  PRODUCTION, 
PRICE,  AND  VALUE  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1991-921 


State 

Area  Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

1991 

19922 

1991 

19922 

1991 

19922 

_    1 ,000  ACRES    _ 

Tons 

1,000  Tons 

For  Sugar 

FL 

428.0 

426.0 

34.9 

33.2 

14,937 

14,143 

HI 

67.4 

61.7 

86.9 

88.0 

5,857 

5,430 

LA 

321.0 

345.0 

22.1 

23.2 

7,090 

8,010 

TX 

33.2 

37:7 

32.4 

34.2 

1,076 

1,290 

US 

849.6 

870.4 

34.1 

33.2 

28,960 

28,873 

For  Seed 

FL 

15.0 

17.0 

34.9 

33.2 

524 

564 

HI 

6.6 

6.2 

30.9 

31.0 

204 

192 

LA 

24.0 

30.0 

22.1 

23.2 

530 

696 

TX 

1.7 

1.6 

20.0 

-     23.8 

34 

38 

US 

47.3 

54.8 

27.3 

27.2 

1,292 

1,490 

For  Sugar  And  Seed 

FL 

443.0 

443.0 

34.9 

33.2 

15,461 

14,707 

HI 

74.0 

67.9 

81.9 

82.8 

6,061 

5,622 

LA 

345.0 

375.0 

22.1 

23.2 

7,620 

8,706 

TX 

34.9 

39.3 

31.8 

33.8 

1,110 

1,328 

US 

896.9 

925.2 

33.7 

32.8 

30,252 

30,363 

For  Sugar 

For  Sugar  and  Seed 

Price  Per  Ton 

Value  of  Production 

Value  of  Production^ 

1991 

1992* 

1991 

19924 

1991 

1992* 

Do! 

lars 

1,000  1 

[Dollars 

FL 

31.00 

463,047 

479.291 

HI 

29.90 

175,124 

181,224 

LA 

24.70 

175,123 

188,214 

TX 

25.00 

26,900 

27,750 

US 

29.00 

840,194 

876,479 

^  Yield  and  production  refer  to  net  weight.  2  Revised.  ^  Price  per  ton  of  cane  for  sugar 
used  in  evaluating  value  of  production  for  seed.  ^  Estimates  are  not  available.  U.  S. 
Marketing  year  average  price,  value  of  production,  and  parity  price  will  be  published  in 
"Agricultural  Prices,"  released  July  30,  1993.  State  estimates  will  be  published  in  "Crop 
Values"  to  be  released  January  1994. 


Crop  Production 
June  1993 


Agricultural  Statistics  Board 
MASS,  USDA 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1—1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  St.  Louis  PItg.  at  (504) 
687-3683  or  (504)  687-6713. 


FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l 
1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500.  Call  C  &  S  Farms  at  (504) 
545-3170  or  (504)  545-3731. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvester  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted 
on  XT-190  Tractor;  3  Row  Covering  Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides. 
Call  John  Andries  at  (318)  346-7710. 


FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter.  Call  (504)  545-8189. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $18,000.00.  Call  night  only 
(504)  785-1078. 

FOR  SALE:  IH  1066  High  Crop,  IH  806  High  Crop,  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown 
1200,  White  2-60,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row 
—  Broussard  Harvester,  Hi-Boy  Sprayer  —  (Broussard  Frame),  3208  Catapiller  Engine, 
2—480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2-Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford), 
3-Transfer  Wagons,  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190 
with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1,800  each;  1  —  Huskey 
Brute  160  Transloader  —  $3,900;  2  —  40'  x  100'  Building  Frame  no  tin  —  $3,000  each; 
1  —  1982  Versatile  555  Dual  with  3  Point  —  $16,500;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator 
—  $2,800.  Call  (318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  Chain  Piler  for  Broussard  Loader  —  $2,200.  Call  (504)  473-6575  after  6:00 
p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer 
lengths.  Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  '87  3394  Case  IH  MFWD  with  duals  —  $20,000;  '73  Int'l  1066  —  $6,500; 
'82  1086  Int'l  with  cab  &  air  $12,500;  '85  2750  JD  Hi-Crop  MFWD  $15,000;  (4  sets)  '88 
Thomson  1 2  ton  Tandem  Direct  Haul  Wagons  $1 2,000  a  set  also  other  Implements  and 
Tools;  '89  Willett  2-Row  Cane  Loader  $30,000.  Call  (504)  473-1030  or  (504)  369-2683. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear 
20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221 . 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  24) 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  10) 

this  variety  has  shown  some  concern  in  harvestability.  It  has  been  compared  to 
CP  70-321  in  its  harvestability  which  is  not  great  but  is  still  acceptable. 

HoCP  85-845  has  fewer  problems  associated  with  it  but  with  a  normal  popula- 
tion it  does  not  give  as  good  a  planting  ratio  as  LCP  85-384.  It  does  appear  to  be 
a  better  harvesting  cane  and  compares  favorably  to  CP  65-357. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  yields  between  the  two  new  varieties  and  CP 
70-321  in  all  outfield  tests  during  the  last  three  years  in  all  soil  types.  This  should 
give  growers  an  idea  of  the  yielding  ability  of  the  two  canes  in  relation  to  CP  70-321 
which  now  leads  the  state  in  acreage.  Shown  in  the  table  are  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  average  stalk  number 
or  population,  and  the  average  stalk  weight.  Yields  are  shown  for  plant  cane,  first 
stubble  and  second  stubble  crops. 

SUGAR      TONS  CANE         SUGAR  STALK       STALK 

VARIETY  PER  ACRE    PER  ACRE        PER  TON        NUMBER   WEIGHT 

PLANT  CANE  (31  TESTS  IN  THREE  YEARS,  1990,  1991  and  1992) 

CP  70-321  6305  24.3  259  19,461  2.5 

LCP  85-384  7471  28.0  267  25,691  2.2 

HoCP  85-845  6868  27.5  250  23,072  2.4 

FIRST  STUBBLE  (19  TESTS  IN  TWO  YEARS,  1991  and  1992) 

CP  70-321  5704  21.5  264  22,166  1.9 

LCP  85-384  7043  25.6  275  31,196  1.6 

HoCP  85-845  6073  23.5  258  24,844  1.9 

SECOND  STUBBLE  (5  TESTS  IN  ONE  YEAR,  1992) 


CP  70-321  5513  20.0  276  22,142  1.8 

LCP  85-384  6907  24.2  285  31,488  1.6 

HoCP  85-845  6340  23.6  270  27,511  1.7 

There  is  adequate  seed  cane  of  these  two  varieties  available  on  secondary  stations  for 
release  this  fall.  However,  with  the  concern  for  leaf  scald,  some  of  the  seed  cane  that  is 
listed  in  the  stations  which  have  these  two  varieties  (listed  earlier  in  this  issue)  may  not 
be  able  to  be  used.  The  final  outcome  of  this  seed  distribution  is  still  somewhat  uncertain 
because  of  leaf  scald  and  may  cause  us  to  make  changes  that  are  unforeseen  at  this  time. 

Please  remember  there  are  two  application  forms,  one  for  each  variety.  Be  certain  which 
form  you  are  filling  out  if  you  want  to  order  only  one  of  the  varieties  or  if  you  are  ordering 
more  of  one  variety  than  the  other.  Also  be  certain  to  fill  out  the  form(s)  completely  so  that 
we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

LEAF  SCALD 

Researchers  from  LSU,  USDA,  and  the  League  along  with  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  representatives  have  made  numerous  surveys  of  various  fields  around  the  state 
in  an  attempt  to  determine  how  widespread  is  leaf  scald  disease.  To  date  it  has  been  found 
primarily  in  seed  cane  material  that  moved  from  the  USDA  Station  in  Houma  last  year. 
It  has  been  found  in  some  commercial  fields,  but  these  have  been  isolated  in  the  Terrobonne 
and  Lafourche  Parish  areas.  Not  enough  is  known  at  this  time  to  determine  the  source  of 
spread  of  the  disease  nor  how  long  it  may  have  been  in  Louisiana  before  being  detected 
last  fall.  However,  scientists  are  now  meeting  and  shortly  will  have  a  "game  plan"  to  see 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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if  it  is  possible  to  reduce  any  future 
spread  of  the  bacteria  which  causes  the 
disease.  The  disease  is  not  easy  to  detect 
unless  one  knows  what  to  look  for  and 
even  after  symptoms  have  been  located 
a  laboratory  test  has  to  be  conducted  to 
determine  positively  whether  the 
bacteria  is  present.  More  information 
will  be  presented  in  future  articles  as  we 
learn  more  about  the  disease  and 
develop  a  plan  of  action  to  help  protect 
the  industry. 

CROP  REPORT 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  I  mentioned  my  concerns  about 
the  crop.  At  that  time,  the  crop  had  not 
yet  begun  to  move  and  since  that 
writing,  the  crop  has  made  significant 
progress.  At  this  time  the  crop  has  the 
appearance    of   an    average    stand 


although  it  is  somewhat  short.  Most 
older  stubble  fields  look  good  but  many 
have  more  grass  than  desired.  This  may 
turn  out  to  be  a  grassy  crop.  Plant  cane 
is  still  somewhat  of  a  problem  in  some 
areas.  Some  of  the  later  planted  cane, 
although  regular  and  adequate  in  stand, 
is  not  as  good  as  desired  for  this  time. 
Despite  all  of  the  problems  that  have 
been  encountered,  the  crop  would  ap- 
pear to  be  good  enough  at  this  time  that 
it  has  the  opportunity  to  produce  at  least 
average  yields. 


THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN 

(504)  448-3707 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-S 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 

RBTsToP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 
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should  not  be  transported  over  public 
roads  or  disposed  of  in  a  solid  waste 
landfill. 

It  is  a  violation  of  state  and  federal 
regulations  to  burn  or  bury  paper  or 
plastic  containers.  It  is  also  a  violation 
to  reuse  paper  or  plastic  bags  for  any 
purpose! 


Metal  Cans  or  Plastic  Containers: 

Metal  cans  or  plastic  containers 
should  be  completely  emptied  and  the 
contents  added  to  the  spray  mix,  then 
triple  rinsed  or  pressure  washed  to 
remove  all  pesticide.  The  triple  rinsing 
procedure  consists  of  filling  the  con- 
tainer with  water  to  at  least  10%  of  its 
capacity  and  washing  the  entire  inside 
of  the  container.  The  rinse  water  should 
be  drained  and  added  to  the  spray  tank. 
This  process  must  be  repeated  three 
times. 

Research  indicates  that  containers 
must  be  cleaned  immediately  after  use 
to  assure  removal  of  the  residue  from 
the  container.  It  is  difficult  and,  in  some 
cases,  impossible  to  wash  containers  pro- 
perly after  the  residue  has  dried. 

With  the  current  cost  of  pesticides, 
it  makes  good  sense  to  triple  rinse  con- 
tainers and  remove  100%  of  the 
pesticide! 

Containers  should  then  be  destroyed 
by  puncturing  both  ends  or  crushing  to 


Cropmate 


FERTILIZER 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


prevent  reuse.  A  can  crusher  can  be 
used  to  crush  metal  containers  and 
reduce  the  volume.  A  wood  splitter  can 
be  modified  to  crush  metal  containers. 

Plastic  containers  should  be  punc- 
tured on  both  ends  to  prevent  reuse.  It 
is  illegal  to  reuse  plastic  or  metal  con- 
tainers for  any  purpose. 

Triple-rinsed  and  destroyed  con- 
tainers cannot  be  burned  or  buried  but 
can  be  disposed  of  in  an  approved  solid 
waste  landfill.  However,  all  containers 
must  be  triple  rinsed  and  destroyed 
prior  to  placing  in  a  solid  waste  landfill. 
It  is  illegal  to  transport  unrinsed  con- 
tainers over  public  roads. 

Landfill  operators  who  accept 
unrinsed  containers  can  have  serious 
problems  because  it  will  be  difficult  and 
expensive  to  remove  the  hazardous 
waste  if  the  landfill  or  ground  water 
becomes  contaminated  from  unrinsed 
containers. 


30-  and  50-Gallon  Drums: 

The  use  of  larger  containers  such  as 
30-  and  50-gallon  drums  is  encouraged. 
The  use  of  one  50-gallon  drum  will 
eliminate  20  2.5-gallon  plastic  jugs,  thus 
reducing  the  number  of  containers  that 
must  be  washed,  punctured  and 
discarded. 

Drums  should  be  emptied  into  the 
spray  mix  and  then  triple  rinsed  or 
pressure  washed  to  remove  all  pesticide. 
If  possible,  drums  should  be  returned  to 
the  supplier  for  reuse  or  sent  to  a  re- 
cycling center. 

Drums  that  cannot  be  reused  or 
recycled  should  be  destroyed  by  punctur- 
ing each  end  or  crushing  and  moved  to 
an  approved  solid  waste  landfill.  Drums 
should  not  be  burned,  buried  or  reused 
for  any  purpose. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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Bulk  and  Mini-Bulk: 

The  use  of  reusable  bulk  and  mini- 
bulk  containers  is  encouraged.  Con- 
tainers of  this  type  reduce  the  possibili- 
ty of  worker  exposure  to  pesticides  as 
well  as  eliminate  container  disposal 
problems. 

Solving  Special  Problems: 

Landfill  operators  in  most  parishes 
are  reluctant  to  accept  pesticide  con- 
tainers. The  risk  of  unrinsed  containers 
contaminating  a  landfill  is  a  major  prob- 
lem. Landfill  operators  often  have 
special  procedures  for  waste  of  this  type. 
Farmers  should  work  with  the  landfill 
operator  to  comply  with  their 
procedures. 

Farmers  who  have  problems  with 
operators  accepting  properly  prepared 
containers  should  contact  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  (504) 
925-3763,  for  help  in  securing  permis- 
sion to  dispose  of  these  containers. 

Pesticide  container  handling  prac- 
tices that  are  illegal  in  Louisiana: 

1.  Failure  to  triple  rinse  or  pressure 
wash  metal  or  plastic  containers  im- 
mediately after  use. 

2.  Dumping  water  used  to  wash  con- 
tainers onto  the  ground  or  into  a 
ditch,  stream  or  other  body  of  water. 
The  water  used  to  wash  containers 
should  be  added  to  the  spray  mix. 

3.  Failure  to  destroy  paper  or  plastic 
bags  by  slitting  on  three  sides. 
Failure  to  destroy  metal  or  plastic 
containers  by  puncturing  or  crushing. 

4.  Burning  paper  or  plastic  containers 
as  well  as  metal  containers.  This 
regulation  also  applies  to  seed  and 
fertilizer  bags. 

5.  Burying  pesticide  containers. 


6.  Transporting  over  public  roads  emp- 
ty containers  that  have  not  been  tri- 
ple rinsed  and  destroyed  by  punctur- 
ing or  crushing. 

7.  Disposal  in  a  solid  waste  landfill  of 
containers  that  have  not  been  triple 
rinsed  or  pressure  washed  and 
destroyed. 

8.  Use  of  paper,  plastic  or  metal  con- 
tainers for  any  purpose.  This  includes 
containers  that  have  been  triple 
rinsed. 

9.  Dumping  of  containers  into  a  stream, 
ditch  or  other  unauthorized  area. 

Darryl  Rester, 
Specialist  (Engineering) 


Read  and  Follow  Label 

Directions  For  Safe 
Handling  and  Transport! 


A  Special  Thanks 
To  All 

COMMERCIAL 
MEMBERS 

Who  support 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Throughout  the  year 
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LSU  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 

ANNOUNCES  FOURTH  AG 

LEADERSHIP  CLASS 

The  LSU  Agricultural  Center  is  pleased  to  announce  plans 
for  the  fourth  Agricultural,  Forestry,  Agribusiness  Leadership 
Class.  The  class  will  begin  in  January  1994.  Interviews  will  be 
conducted  this  Fall  (1993).  Interested  parties  may  contact  county 
agents  and  farm  bureau  chapters  for  application  forms.  The 
deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  October  31,  1993. 

The  LSU  Center  Leadership  Development  Program  is  a  two- 
year,  ten-seminar  program.  Seven  of  the  seminars  are  held  on 
the  LSU  campus,  three  of  the  seminars  are  out-of-state. 

The  seminars  are  open  to  interested  persons  in  agriculture, 
forestry  and  agribusiness.  Both  men  and  women  must  be 
between  the  ages  of  25-45.  Each  participant  is  asked  to  pay 
$1 ,000  as  part  of  his/her  commitment  to  the  two-year  program. 
The  payment  can  be  made  in  three  installments. 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call 
(318)  369-3213  day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  Int'l  1 066  Hi-Clearance;  1  —  Prentice  Transloader;  2  —  40'  x  20'  Cane 
Planter  Aides;  1  —  Taylor  Fertilizer  Spreader  Cart;  1  —  "V"  Ditcher.  Call  (31 8)  276-4474 
or  (318)  276-6701  after  5:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Prentice  180D  Transloader;  used  three  (3)  months.  Mounted  on  a  used 
GMC  Truck.  Discounted  $10,000.00  (Financing  Available).  Call  Scott  Construction  Equip- 
ment (318)  837-2907.  

FOR  SALE:  1— Allis  Chalmers  7045;  1— Allis  Chalmers  175;  4— Int'l  Harvesters  1066; 
1— Steiger  Bear  Cat  ST225;  1— Deutz  9190;  1— J  &  L  Harvester  818000.  TRAILER 
UNITS:  1— Flatbed  Trailer.  FARMING  IMPLEMENTS:  8— Cane  Cart;  2-500  Gal  Anhyd. 
tanks  (on  wheels);  1  —Lathe;  1  —1 ,000  gal.  H20  tank  on  wheels;  1  —Allis  Chalmers  1 800, 
16'  Flat  Land  Chopper.  Call  Patout-Roane,  Inc.  at  (318)  276-5074  or  (318)  276-4779  for 
appt.  with  D.C.  Roane.  

FOR  SALE:  1 988  Deutz  Allis  71 20,  cab  &  air,  20.8  x  38  tires,  1 900  hrs.  Still  Under  War- 
ranty. Call  Segura  Farms  at  (318)  367-1602. 


FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor,  LI  75  —  $3,800;  4'  Bushhog  —  $500,  4'  Disc  —  $475;  4' 
Boxblade  —  $370;  Farmall  460  Tractor  Broussard  Cane  Loader  mounted  on  it  —  $4,500; 
One-row  small  Chopper  Brand  new  —  $450.  Will  Trade.  Call  (318)  364-1812. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  Prime  3-Row  Hippers  with  off-bar  attachments;  1991  Davis  Planter 
Aid  8'  wide  x  20'  long.  Call  Wayne  Lewis,  Jr.  at  (504)  648-2046. 
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IN   THE  FACTORY  (Continued  from  page  15) 

process,  and  one  that  many  chemical  formed  at  a  conventional  mill  since  the 
companies  are  viewing  with  increasing  quantities  of  cane  involved  would  be  too 
reservations.  Although  I  think  that  we  high  and  the  sugar  produced  may  not  be 
should  be  very  cautious  in  allowing  the  allowed  for  consumption.  Also  it  is 
use  of  new  chemicals  into  our  fields  and  necessary  to  have  a  good  accounting  of 
factories,  we  must  avoid  the  tendency  the  treated  material  in  and  out  of  pro- 
towards  blanket  disapproval  as  ad-  cess.  This  can  only  be  done  if  the  treated 
vocated  by  the  more  radical  en-  cane  is  processed  completely  separately 
vironmentalists.  The  permitting  of  from  untreated  cane  in  a  clean  system, 
chemicals  must  only  be  after  rigorous  The  facilities  at  the  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
testing  for  efficacy  and  for  the  trace  stitute  allow  this  and  also  meet  the  re- 
amounts  that  may  enter  the  environ-  quirement  that  the  process  used 
ment  and  the  food  system.  It  is  in  the  matches  standard  industrial  practice, 
latter  aspect  that  the  residue  testing  at  It  is  the  second  requirement  that  can 
the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  becomes  make  for  some  difficulties  in  the  proper 
important.  We  assume  that  the  field  performance  of  these  tests.  Each  of  the 
trials  have  been  done  and  our  role  is  to  stages  of  the  conventional  process  for 
provide  samples  of  all  processing  pro-  raw  sugar  production  must  be  dupli- 
ducts  for  analysis  for  residues  of  the  cated  on  a  small  scale  so  that  the  per- 
treatment  chemicals.  formance  (mill  extraction,  etc.)  and 
These  residue  tests  cannot  be  per-  (Continued  on  page  27) 


RATOON  STUNTING  DISEASE  (RSD)  QUIZ 

1 .  Research  has  measured  average  losses  of  sugar  per  acre  to  RSD  in- 
fection among  presently  important  commercial  varieties  in  Louisiana 
at  (?)  for  plant  cane  and  second  year  stubble,  respectively,  (a)  4% 
and  70/0  (b)  14%  and  27%  (c)  34%  and  47%.  (Grisham,  1991, 
Phytopath.  81(3):337-340.) 

2.  Besides  using  heat  treatment  and/or  the  purchase  of  certified,  disease- 
free,  seed  cane,  to  reduce  RSD  losses,  growers  may  best  reduce 
disease  spread  by  (?).  (a)  sterilizing  harvesting  equipment  with  chlorox 
or  lysol  before  moving  from  one  field  to  another  (b)  controlling  aphids 
(c)  planting  borer-free  seed  cane. 

3.  While  positive  diagnosis  is  difficult  by  field  inspection,  a  serum- 
antibody,  laboratory  technique,  with  reported  detection  efficiency  of 
(?)  is  available  in  our  laboratory  to  help  farmers  identify  RSD  in  their 
cane,  (a)  50-55%  (b)  70-75%  (c)  90-95%.  (Davis  and  Harrison,  1990, 
Sug.  Cane,  Spring  Supplement,  pp  5-9.) 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  (504)  446-3520 

Answers:     1 .  (b)        2.  (a)        3.  (c) 
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m-  TO  200-HP]OHf^  DEERE  60  SERIES  TRACTORS 


The  power  to  raise  cane 


For  top  efficiency,  large 
free-breathing  ports  and 
valves  plus  high-ring 
pistons  help  squeeze 
more  power  out  of  every 
drop  of  fuel. 


Turbocharged  7.6  L 
engines  deliver  a  33 
percent  torque  rise  to 
keep  you  moving  in 
tough  conditions. 


High-capacity  closed- 
center  hydraulics 
maintain  a  massive  2,530 
psi  standby  pressure  - 
for  instant  response  at 
your  command. 


Turn  the  comer  on  extra 
productivity  with  optional 
Caster/Action  MFWD 
for  increased  pulling 
power  plus  tight-turning 
maneuverability. 


Optional  15 -speed  Power 
Shift  transmission  lets  you 
precisely  match  power 
load  to  field  conditions, 
without  clutching. 


Exclusive  rack-and- 
pinion  axles  make  it 
simple  to  set  treads 
from  60  to  140  inches. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRA  TION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Sunshine  Equipment  Co.  Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  643-2249 
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i      products  (bagasse,  juices,  filter  cake, 
f      syrup,  sugar  and  molasses)  are  repre- 
[      sentative  of  the  commercial  process. 
!       Although  we  no  longer  have  the  large 
scale  boiling  house  equipment,  we  do 
have  the  facilities  to  carry  out  all  the 
unit  operations  necessary  for  raw  sugar 
production.  If  a  refined  product  is  re- 
quired, the  A-sugar  produced  in  the  test 
is    recrystallized    after    dissolving    in 
water  and  treated  with  activated  carbon 
for  color  removal. 

A  complete  flow  and  mass  balance  is 
produced  for  each  test,  along  with  the 
conventional  sugar  factory  analytical 
data.  Except  in  special  circumstances, 
we  are  not  responsible  for  the  analytical 
data  on  the  chemical  under  test.  An  ex- 
ample of  a  special  situation,  when  we 
would  perform  the  analysis,  is  when  a 
radioactive  labelled  chemical  is  used. 
This  requires  special  care  in  the  test  but 
the  results  are  easily  determined. 

In  the  past,  the  standard  test  has  in- 
volved two  to  three  tons  of  cane  per  run, 
milled  on  the  tandem,  with  production 
of  A-sugar  and  A-molasses.  We  have 
also  developed  a  method  for  smaller 
amounts  of  cane,  as  low  as  100  lbs.,  but 
the  crystallization  stage  is  more  difficult 
to  discover  since  we  cannot  use  the  small 
vacuum  pans  on  the  very  small  amounts 
of  massecuite  obtained.  Preliminary 
tests  can  be  run  on  this  scale,  but 
satisfactory  tests  require  larger  and 
more  representative  cane  samples  as 
well  as  the  use  of  normal  vacuum  pans 
and  centrifuges.  The  research  group  in 
Hawaii  has  also  developed  a  small  scale 
system,  but  it  has  similar  limitations  to 
those  in  our  laboratory. 

The  situation  has  changed  over  the 
last  year  due  to  two  factors.  First,  and 
less  difficult,  the  companies  and  govern- 


ment agencies  are  requiring  that  all  the 
procedures  comply  with  good  laboratory 
practice  (GLP).  This  involves  very 
careful  monitoring  of  all  stages  of  the 
test  and  writing  detailed  protocols  and 
calculation  procedures.  These  are 
almost  complete.  The  more  serious  pro- 
blem is  that  the  Environmental  Protec- 
tion Agency  is  now  requiring  that  the 
residue  tests  produce  final  molasses  and 
commercial  quality  sugar.  In  the  past 
the  expected  level  of  residual  chemical 
in  final  molasses  was  calculated  from 
the  concentrations  measured  in  A-sugar 
and  A-molasses.  This  calculation  is  no 
longer  acceptable  and  final  molasses  has 
to  be  produced  for  direct  analysis.  This 
requires  greater  quantities  of  cane  to 
produce  several  A-massecuites  and  at 
least  two  B-massecuites  to  produce  suf- 
ficient B-molasses  for  a  C-massecuite. 
This  requirement  has  increased  the 
minimum  quantity  of  cane  to  about  five 
tons  and  tripled  the  length  of  time  for 
each  test,  both  leading  to  increased 
costs. 

Another  problem  is  that  circulation 
in  the  small  vacuum  pans  is  poor  and 
modifications  have  been  necessary.  We 
are  still  uncertain  whether  we  will  be 
able  to  produce  an  acceptable  C- 
massecuite  on  a  small  scale.  This  has 
been  a  goal  for  some  time  for  other  pur- 
poses but  we  will  have  difficulty  in  per- 
forming the  residue  tests  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements if  we  are  unsuccessful. 

These  tests  are  important  for  the 
domestic  sugar  cane  industry  since  the 
re-registration  of  a  number  of  important 
agro-chemicals  will  be  due  soon.  This  is 
a  problem  for  all  the  sugar  cane  areas, 
not  only  Louisiana,  and  the  input  and 
support  of  all  concerned  is  of  value  as  we 
seek  to  provide  this  service. 
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THE  MAXXUM  SHUTTLE  SHIFT: 

IT'S  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER 
TO  MAKE  ALL  THE  RIGHT  MOVES. 


MM 


While  it  may  be  tough  to  choose  between  the  four 
new  Case  International  5200  Series  MAXXUM 
tractors  now  available,  one  thing  is  certain: 
No  matter  which  model  you  select,  the  industry's 
top  shuttle-shift  system  comes  standard.  ■  And 
that  means  high-volume,  high-speed  loader  work 
has  never  been  easier.  With  the  flip  of  a  fingertip, 
your  MAXXUM  shuttles  quickly  and  decisively 
from   forward   to   reverse,   or  vice   versa, 


without  clutching.  ■  The  MAXXUM  shuttle- 
shift  is  active  between  the  first  12  forward  speeds 
and  the  corresponding  12  reverse  speeds, 
allowing  shuttle  shifts  at  forward  speeds  of 
more  than  eight  mph  and  reverse  speeds  of  more 
than  10  mph.  ■  "Shuttle-shift"  a  new 
5200  Series  MAXXUM  tractor  yourself. 
Coming  or  going,  there's  never  been  anything 
like  it. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 


Marketing  Allotment 

As  you  are  probably  aware,  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture announced,  effective  June  30,  1993, 
the  imposition  of  marketing  allotments 
for  sugarbeets,  sugarcane,  and  crystal- 
line fructose.  This  announcement  was 
well  received  by  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  domestic  sugar  industry  even 
though  there  are  some  concerns  as  to  the 
effect  the  program  will  have  on  some 
processors  and  growers.  There  still 
seems  to  be  some  confusion,  misunder- 
standing, and  possibly  some  mistrust  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  new  growers.  As 
best  that  I  can  determine  by  what  I  have 
been  told,  what  I  have  read,  and  what 
I  have  absorbed  in  many  conversations 
and  articles  is  that  the  real  concern 
should  be  over  the  farm  bill  of  1995.  I 
am  cautiously  optimistic  that  we,  in 
Louisiana,  are  in  decent  shape  as 
regards  the  marketing  allotments. 

Harvester  Project 

On  a  different  note,  Charley  Richard 
stopped  in  Parks  this  past  week  to  see 
how  the  harvester  project  was  progress- 
ing. Charley  advises  that  the  bulk  of  the 
engineering  work  and  design  is  about 
complete.  Kenny  Broussard  is  estimat- 
ing that  fabrication  and  construction 
could  or  should  start  some  time  in  the 
first  part  of  August.  Additionally,  I 
received  this  morning  (July  20,  1993)  a 
fax  from  Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston's 
office  advising  that  he  had  managed  to 
place  language  in  the  Senate  Agri- 
cultural Committee  appropriation  bill 
that  would  allow  USDA,  if  funds  were 
available,  to  assist  the  League,  through 
the  Foundation,  in  this  harvesting  pro- 


ject. This  is  only  the  first  step  in  the 
budget  process,  so  there  is  still  a  ways 
to  go;  but,  I  would  like  to  personally 
thank  Senator  Johnston  and  his  staff  for 
the  quick  response  and  attention  given 
to  the  late  request  made  by  this  office. 

Cane  Planter  Project 

As  most  of  you  know  the  League, 
through  the  Farm  Machinery  Commit- 
tee, has  embarked  on  a  cane  planter  pro- 
ject. Sometime  during  the  planting 
season  (August  and  September),  several 
field  demonstrations  will  be  held  involv- 
ing a  planter  manufactured  by  Quality 
Industries  of  Thibodaux,  another  by 
Zeringue  Farm  Equipment  in  St.  James, 
and  another  planter  designed  by  David 
Heme  of  Opelousas  and  manufactured 
by  David  Louviere  in  Loreauville.  Ad- 
ditionally, we  have  had  commitments 
from  several  growers  in  the  sugar  belt 
that  wish  to  demonstrate  their  planters 
that  they  have  designed  and/or  modified 
on  their  own.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of 
these  units  may  prove  to  provide  more 
efficiency  and  speed  in  planting.  The 
project  is  not  designed  to  help  any  one 
person  sell  a  product  but  to  provide  op- 
tions and  alternatives  for  the  growers  to 
view  the  equipment  operating  in  the 
field  and  possibly  adopt  some  of  the 
equipment  or  ideas  to  their  operations. 
Finding  new  varieties  of  cane  is  impor- 
tant to  the  industry  and  experimenta- 
tion with  farm  equipment  is  felt  to  be  an 
integral  part  of  the  League's  functions. 

GATT  I  NAFTA 

As  I  watched  President  Clinton  and 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  Announces  Marketing 
Allotments  For  Fiscal  1993 

On  June  30,  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Richard  Rominger  an- 
nounced the  institution  of  marketing 
allocations  for  sugar  and  crystalline 
fructose  marketed  in  the  United  States 
from  October  1,  1992,  through  Sep- 
tember 30,  1993.  Of  the  total  allotment 
quantity  of  7,770  thousand  short  tons, 
cane  sugar  received  46.6  percent 
(3,620.8  thousand  short  tons).  Beet 
sugar  received  53.4  percent  of  the  total 
allotment  (4,149.2  thousand  short  tons). 
With  these  controls  in  place,  any  in- 
dividual sugarcane  or  sugarbeet  pro- 
cessor that  exceeds  its  allotment,  either 
by  marketing  sugar  or  pledging  sugar, 
will  be  subject  to  a  civil  penalty  to  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  of  three 
times  the  market  value  of  the  excess 
amount. 

Louisiana  received  832.8  thousand 
short  tons  of  the  cane  allocation.  Rom- 
inger established  proportionate  shares 
on  acreage  of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  in 
the  amount  of  95.1  percent  of  each 
farm's  sugar  acreage  base.  However, 
because  all  Louisiana  sugar  has  been 
harvested  for  fiscal  year  1993,  prior  to 
the  implementation  of  marketing  con- 
trols, no  penalty  will  be  imposed  if  a  pro- 
ducer has  exceeded  his  proportionate 
share. 


USDA  Holds  Hearing  On  Sugarcane 
and  Sugar  Beet  Processors  Allocations 

On  Thursday,  July  15,  the  USDA 
held  a  hearing  on  the  preliminary 
sugarcane  and  sugarbeet  processor 
allocations  which  were  announced  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  June  30.  In  it's  an- 
nouncement of  June  30,  USDA  said  it 
had  given  equal  weight,  based  on  three 
criteria,  to  determine  the  allotment 
received.  The  three  criteria  were  past 


marketings,  processing  capacity,  and 
ability  to  market. 

Testifying  on  behalf  of  Beet  Pro- 
cessors were  Senators  Kent  Conrad  and 
Bryan  Dorgan,  both  Democrats  from 
North  Dakota  and  Congressman  Colin 
Peterson  (D-MN),  Earl  Pomeroy  (D-ND), 
and  David  Minge  (D-MN).  All  of  these 
Congressmen  either  wanted  USDA  to 
rescind  marketing  allotments  or  place 
more  emphasis  for  the  determination  of 
the  allocation  on  ability  to  market. 
Several  Sugarbeet  Processors,  including 
American  Crystal  Sugar  Company, 
Monitor  Sugar,  and  Minn  —  Dak 
Farmers  Cooperative  requested  that  the 
allotments  be  rescinded.  On  the  other 
hand,  Spreckels  Sugar  Company,  Inc. 
and  Imperial  Holly  Sugar  Corporation 
both  testified  in  support  of  marketing 
allotments. 

The  sugarcane  producers,  pro- 
cessors, and  refiners  showed  a  united 
front  in  support  of  marketing  allot- 
ments. ASCL's  Legislative  Committee 
Chairman,  Charles  Thibaut,  testified  on 
behalf  of  Louisiana,  Hawaii,  Texas  and 
the  Florida  producers  and  processors.  He 
commended  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
for  announcing  marketing  allotments 
and  urged  the  Secretary  to  announce  im- 
mediately allotments  for  fiscal  year 
1994.  Thibaut  also  said  that  in  deter- 
mining the  allotment,  more  emphasis 
should  be  given  to  past  marketings. 
With  regard  to  reallocation  of  deficits, 
Thibaut  said  the  Secretary  should 
reassign  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico's 
deficits  immediately  to  other  cane  states 
that  have  cane  sugar  to  market. 

Greg  Hoskins,  Chairman  of  the  U.S. 
Cane  Refiners  Association  testified  in 
support  of  the  cane  position  and  also 
praised  the  Department  for  announcing 
allocations. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

WHAT  DO  I  PLANT  ON  THIS  ACRE? 

The  variety  recommendations  that  are  prepared  each  year  by  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  will  be  available  very  soon  from  the  county  agent. 
Input  into  these  recommendations  comes  from  all  of  the  scientists  who  work  with 
varieties  from  the  LSU  Ag  Center,  the  USDA,  and  the  League.  Keep  these  recom- 
mendations handy  as  a  reference  since  they  not  only  contain  information  about 
the  varieties,  but  also,  information  about  disease  &  insect  susceptibility,  planting 
depth,  covering,  herbicides,  etc. 

Because  of  the  presence  of  leaf  scald  disease,  it  will  be  especially  important 
for  growers  to  listen  to  any  additional  advice  that  will  be  coming  from  this  same 
group  of  scientists  immediately  before  this  year's  planting.  We  have  gathered  some 
information  about  the  presence  of  leaf  scald,  but  still  know  very  little  about  the 
potential  impact  of  this  disease  and  what  you  should  do  differently,  if  anything, 
for  this  year's  planting.  Keep  in  touch  with  the  scientists  and  your  extension  of- 
fice for  last  minute  advice. 

One  of  the  questions  often  asked  by  growers  is,  "where  should  each  of  the 
varieties  be  planted  on  my  farm  considering  soil  type  preference,  maturity,  cold 
tolerance,  borer  resistance,  and  other  characteristics?"  To  help  with  these  decisions, 
your  League  Agronomists  have  developed  the  following  chart  which  gives  some 
of  the  factors  that  should  be  considered  in  deciding  where  to  plant  each  variety. 


SOIL  TYPES  BEST  SUITED  TO  THE  RECOMMENDED  VARIETIES 

( -H  means  a  positive  or  good  characteristic  while 
-  means  a  negative  or  bad  characteristic) 


VARIETY 

SOIL  TYPE 

CHARACTERISTICS 

CP72-370 

HEAVY 
HEAVY 
HEAVY 

HEAVY 
HEAVY 

MIXED 
MIXED 
MIXED 

MIXED 
MIXED 

MIXED 
MIXED 
MIXED 
MIXED 
MIXED 

-hMAT 

CP76-331 

+  MAT,-HARV, -BORER 

CP79-318 

-HARV,  -CLDTOL 

CP65-357 
LCP82-89 

CP70-321 

LIGHT 
LIGHT 

LIGHT 
LIGHT 
LIGHT 
LIGHT 
LIGHT 

-hCLDTOL,  -hHARV,  -^MAT 
-hHARV,  -kMAT 

-PROD,  -h CLDTOL 

CP74-383 

-MAT,  -hCLD  TOL,  -BORER 

LH083-153 

-MAT,  -h  BORER 

LCP85-384 

EXPANSION,  -BORER 

HOCP85-845 

EXPANSION 

(CLDTOL  =  COLD  TOLERANCE,  HARV  =  HARVESTABIUTY,  MAT  =  MATURITY,  PROD 
=  PRODUCTIVITY,  BORER  =  BORER  RESISTANCE,  AND  EXPANSION  MEANS  THAT  THE 
VARIETY  SHOULD  BE  EXPANDED  UTILIZING  THE  BEST  SOILS  FOR  EASE  OF 
PRODUCTION) 

The  above  table  should  not  be  used  to  indicate  that  a  particular  variety  CAN'T  be  grown 
on  a  certain  soil  type.  Instead,  it  should  be  interpreted  as  indicating  that  because  of  particular 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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M  m  WES  HM-cmmcE  maoBS 


An  all-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action™ 
mechanical  fi*ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi*ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fully  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (318)233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(31 8)  828-1 332  (31 8)  643-2249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


LEGISLATIVE  WRAP  UP 


The  regular  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature concluded  with  more  of  a 
whimper  than  a  bang,  with  most  of  the 
major  issues  having  been  resolved 
several  days  prior  to  adjournment.  Since 
the  Legislature  made  good  on  its  at- 
tempt to  end  the  session  a  couple  of 
weeks  early  to  make  up  for  the  time 
spent  in  the  Special  Session,  no  one  was 
ever  quite  sure  when  the  final  day 
would  come.  As  a  result,  the  last  days 
were  definitely  anti-climatic  to  the  ten- 
sion and  acrimony  exhibited  during 
most  of  the  session. 

In  any  event,  the  good  news  is  that 
we,  in  conjunction  with  the  business  lob- 
by, were  able  to  fend  off  attacks  on 
workers  comp  and  tort  reform,  taxes, 
and  labor  management  issues  —  any  of 
which  could  have  increased  your  cost  of 
doing  business  in  Louisiana.  But  the  bad 
news  is  similar  to  the  good  news  —  while 
we  continue  to  win  the  battles,  the  bat- 
tles are  merely  scirmishes  to  maintain 
the  status  quo.  Our  position  of  necessi- 
ty remains  one  of  defense.  If  we  are  ever 
to  make  any  progress,  however,  we  will 
have  to  mount  an  offense. 

SUGAR  ISSUES 

The  Burning  Bill  -  SB  649  (Sen. 
Don  Kelly)  was  filed  in  anticipation  of 
the  federal  government  requiring  that 
the  burning  of  agricultural  fields  should 
be  regulated.  This  bill  states  that  the 
regulatory  authority,  if  required,  will  be 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 
This  bill  has  been  signed  into  law. 

Overweight  Truck  Permit  -  HB  783 

(Rep.  Sydnie  Mae  Durand)  states  that  a 


special  harvest  season  permit  will  be 
issued  for  overweight  trucks  carrying 
raw  sugar  from  the  mill  to  the  refinery. 
This  simply  added  raw  sugar  to  a  host 
of  other  agricultural  products  that  have 
a  special  permit.  The  passage  of  this  bill 
should  save  some  money  since  this  per- 
mit will  be  less  expensive  than  the  one 
currently  required.  This  bill  has  been 
signed  into  law. 

The  Coca  Cola  Bill  -  HB  1659  (Ad- 
ministration bill)  reduces  the  excise  tax 
rate  on  soft  drinks  (7-1-94),  and  repeals 
that  tax  on  soft  drinks  upon  the  signing 
of  a  contract  for  a  $50  million  bottling 
facility.  Basically,  this  bill  repeals  the 
excise  tax  on  soft  drinks  in  exchange  for 
a  new  bottling  plant  in  Jefferson  Parish. 

Strongly  supported  by  the  Ad- 
ministration, this  bill  was  a  train  that 
couldn't  be  stopped  until  the  League 
entered  the  picture.  We  contended  that, 
in  exchange  for  repealing  the  excise  tax, 
Louisiana  sugar  should  be  used  in  the 
product.  While  attempting  to  amend  the 
bill  accordingly,  and  getting  a  lot  of  sup- 
port in  the  process.  Coca  Cola  commit- 
ted to  bring  its  corporate  officers  to  the 
table  with  sugar  refineries  to  discuss  the 
use  of  Louisiana  sugar  in  its  product. 
Because  there  was  a  lot  of  pressure  from 
all  sides  to  pass  the  bill,  Charlie  Melan- 
con  made  a  wise  decision  to  go  with  the 
"bird  in  the  hand",  accepted  Coke's 
offer,  and  withdrew  the  amendment. 
The  bill  has  now  been  signed  into  law. 

A  special  thanks  on  this  issue  goes 
to  Senators  Tom  Greene,  Craig  Romero, 
Mike  Foster,  and  Max  Jordan,  all  of 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


MAURITIUS 


My  original  plans  for  this  summer 
did  not  include  any  travel  and  were  to 
spend  as  much  time  in  the  laboratory  as 
possible.  However,  the  opportunity  to 
visit  Mauritius  was  impossible  to  refuse. 
Mauritius  is  celebrating  the  centenary 
of  agricultural  research  and  the  fortieth 
birthday  of  the  Mauritius  Sugar  In- 
dustry Research  Institute  (MSIRI).  I 
went  to  represent  LSU  and  its  sugar- 
cane researchers.  There  is  a  long  history 
of  Mauritian  students  graduating  from 
LSU  in  cane  field  and  factory  studies 
and  there  is  an  active  LSU  Alumni 
Association  in  Mauritius. 

Mauritius  has  a  long  history  of  pro- 
ducing and  processing  sugarcane  and 
has  played  a  significant  role  in  the 
technological  development  of  the  in- 
dustry. Looking  at  its  position  on  the 
globe  would  suggest  that  it  would  be 
quite  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world, 
but  this  has  not  been  the  case.  I  do  not 
plan  to  list  the  initiatives  and 
technological  developments  that  began 
there,  but  they  are  confirmation  that  a 
small  industry,  with  the  necessary  will 
and  facilities,  can  make  an  important 
impact  on  improving  the  operations  of 
the  industry. 

Although  similar  in  size  to  the  Lou- 
isiana cane  industry,  the  structure  of 
the  industry  in  Mauritius  is  very  dif- 
ferent. Sugarcane  is  by  far  the  dominant 
crop  on  the  island  and  cane  is  planted 
on  about  fifty  percent  of  the  total  land 
in  the  country.  There  are  nineteen  fac- 
tories spread  around  the  island,  each 
with  a  fixed  cane  area,  which  must  be 


delivered  to  that  specific  factory.  There 
are  several  distinct  climatic  and  soil- 
type  zones,  and  the  processing  condi- 
tions vary  significantly  among  the 
factories. 

Since  the  sugar  industry  is  crucial- 
ly important  to  Mauritius,  government 
regulations  and  laws  apply  to  almost 
every  aspect  of  industry  operations.  The 
stability  of  the  sugar  industry  depends 
on  their  continuing  to  receive  a  major 
quota  from  the  EEC.  For  raw  sugar,  this 
amounts  to  about  one-half  million  tons 
per  year,  about  seventy  percent  of  total 
production. 

Except  for  some  field  plots,  all  the 
activities  of  MSIRI  are  at  one  location; 
but,  because  the  island  is  small,  the  staff 
can  easily  get  to  any  of  the  factories  or 
other  locations  readily.  Factory  related 
research  activities  are  more  concerned 
with  improvements  in  factory  opera- 
tions and  monitoring  than  in  basic 
research.  In  common  with  all  sugar  in- 
dustries, environmental  concerns  are 
becoming  increasingly  important.  The 
MSIRI  is  involved  in  developing  quali- 
ty standards  for  factory  effluents.  They 
also  perform  routine  molasses  evalua- 
tions for  exhaustion  in  a  similar  manner 
to  ASI. 

The  factories  range  in  capacity  from 
1,200  to  6,000  (metric)  tons  of  cane  per 
day  and  several  have  small  backend 
refineries.  There  are  some  moves 
towards  consolidation  of  the  factories, 
but  such  changes  will  involve  both 
political  and  technical  decisions,  the 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  International  or  John  Deere  Hi-Crop  Tractors.  Any  age!  Any  condition!  Call 
1-800-738-2263.  

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester  300  hrs.  on  engine  cab  &  air,  1  season  left  on 
warranty  on  engine;  1  —  9170  Deutz  front  wheel  assist  tractor  1 ,400  hrs.  Warranty  still 
on  tractor.  Call  (318)  229-4988. 

FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition, 
Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers 
D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504) 
473-6162.  

FOR  SALE:  2  Transfer  Carts  without  axles.  Call  Triple  V  Farm  (318)  856-5609  office 
or  (318)  856-7948  home.        

FOR  SALE:  10,000  Bushel  Bin  with  blower,  loading  and  unloading  augars.  2  -  6,000 
Gal.  Anhydrous  Ammonia  Tanks.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 


FOR  SALE:  4430  Hi-Crop,  IH  1086  Hi-Crop,  IH  1066  with  Dual  Wheels,  2  IH  1466,  JD 
4630,  2  Rayne  Plane  Land  Levelers,  1  J&L  Landeleveler,  Several  Sets  of  Choppers  (Disc 
Harrow).  Call  (318)  276-6230. 

FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor  and  3  pt.  Tiller.  Extra  Heavy  Duty  Oil-Field  Winch  Headache 
Rack  and  Frame  Ready  to  Mount.  1066  Hi-Clearance  Tractor,  4430  Hi-Clearance  Trac- 
tor. Call  (318)  276-3453  day  or  (318)  369-7421  night. 


WANTED:  Used  Hesston  Model  DT-766  or  70-66  or  80-66.  Should  be  in  Good  Shape. 
Call  Jim  at  (318)  394-9991.    

FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Cane  Shaver  —  Excellent  Condition.  For  Sale  or  Will  Trade  for 
Transloader  in  Working  Condition.  Call  (504)  627-6980. 


FOR  SALE:  1—3  Row  Cameco  Shaver;  2— Int  Hi  Clearance  966;  2— Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  (318)  856-4622  or  (318)  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  690B  Excavator  with  extension,  bucket,  and  new  grapple.  Call 
(504)  545-3856  or  (504)  545-3479. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  2800  7-bottom  Mold  Board  plow  with  colters.  Fully  hydraulic 
—  $5,000.  Call  (504)  659-2289  or  (504)  545-8718. 


FOR  SALE:  1981  Thompson  Harvester  with  Hydrostatic  Transmission,  remodeled  front 
end  and  center  carrier  and  180  hp  JD  engine;  1  —  JD  40-20  Tractor  with  saddle  tanks 
and  rear  tank,  spray  rig;  1  —  2  wheel  drive  self  propelled  Thompson  Loader  with  Ditcher; 
1  —  Remy  Transloader  on  F750  Diesel  Truck;  2  —  Transloader  Wagons;  1  —  Front 
End  Mechanical  Planter;  1  —  3-row  Cane  Packer;  1  —  3-row  Opener;  1  —  3294  Case 
Int'l;  1—15'  Bushhog.  Call  (504)  446-6817  between  12:00  p.m.  and  8:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1—1988  JD  Md.  1418  3  pt.  hitch  14'  mower.  Call  St.  Louis  PItg.  at  (504) 
687-3683  or  (504)  687-6713. 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  40'  2-compartment  cane  trailer,  new  tires  and  brakes.  Rebuilt  axles, 
28  ton  capacity.  $8,000  OBO.  Call  (504)  369-2265  daytime  or  (504)  369-6648  nights. 


FOR  SALE:  Kubots  4-wheel  Drive  Drain  Cleaner  Tractor.  (318)  367-4338  days  or  (318) 
229-4988  nights. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGES  16  &  20) 
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status  of  Leaf  Scald  in  Louisiana 

Mike  Grisham  and  Jeff  Hoy 

Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Houma,  Louisiana  70361 

and 

Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 


The  bacteria  that  causes  leaf  scald, 
Xanthomonas  alhilineans,  infects  the 
vascular  bundles  of  the  plant  in  the 
same  way  as  the  ratoon  stunting  disease 
bacterium.  Like  RSD,  leaf  scald  can  be 
spread  in  infected  seed  cane  and  with 
cane  knives  and  mechanical  harvesters. 
Additionally,  there  is  increasing 
evidence  that  leaf  scald  can  be  spread  by 
high  winds  and  rain  such  as  those 
associated  with  hurricanes. 

Since  leaf  scald  was  first  recognized 
in  Louisiana  on  November  3,  1992, 
research,  extension,  and  regulatory  per- 
sonnel have  attempted  to  determine  the 
distribution  and  incidence  of  the  disease 
and  the  potential  effects  on  Louisiana 
sugarcane.  Following  the  freeze  of 
November  29,  1992,  efforts  to  answer 
these  questions  were  limited  until  the 
cane  began  to  grow  in  the  spring  of 
1993;  however,  the  late  freeze  of  March 
14,  1993  further  complicated  the 
situation. 

Although  there  are  characteristic 
symptoms  of  leaf  scald,  cultural  and  en- 
vironmental conditions  have  a  strong  in- 
fluence on  symptom  expression.  Infected 
plants  may  even  fail  to  express  any 
symptom  for  extended  periods  of  time. 
This  is  referred  to  as  a  latent  infection. 
We  are  attempting  to  learn  how  the 
disease  is  expressed  in  the  subtropical 
environment  of  Louisiana. 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to 


describe  the  symptoms  of  leaf  scald  as 
observed  in  Louisiana  and  to  update  the 
results  of  surveys  and  observations  of 
leaf  scald  in  the  industry. 

Symptoms  of  leaf  scald  observed 
in  Louisiana.  The  symptoms  of  leaf  scald 
vary  with  the  stage  of  growth  of  the 
plant,  and  symptoms  may  be  confused 
with  other  conditions  affecting  the 
plant. 

The  earliest  symptom  observed  is 
the  appearance  of  chlorotic  or  bleached- 
out  shoots  (Figure  2)  on  the  emerging 
plant-cane  or  regrowth  of  a  ratoon  crop. 
The  shoots  will  often  be  stunted.  Upon 
closer  examination,  some  leaves  within 
the  young  shoot  will  have  a  thin,  white 
line  running  the  length  of  the  leaf  and 
down  the  leaf  sheath.  The  line  will  often 
terminate  at  the  margin  of  the  leaf  near 
the  tip.  Multiple  lines  per  leaf  may  be 
found.  As  the  symptoms  progress,  the  tip 
of  the  leaf  will  begin  to  die  and  lesions 
will  form  along  the  margin  of  the  leaf 
and  along  the  white  lines  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  leaf.  Some  infected  shoots 
may  die  while  others  recover  and  con- 
tinue to  grow.  Some  shoots  in  the  same 
stool  may  show  symptoms,  while  others 
appear  healthy. 

There  are  several  conditions  which 
may  be  confused  with  leaf  scald  at  this 
stage  of  growth.  Chimeras  may  result  in 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


the  other  six  Super  Powers  meet  in 
Japan,  there  was  renewed  enthusiasm 
around  the  world  that  GATT  would  be 
moved  along  because  of  this  summit. 
However,  with  Japan's  recent  election, 
following  on  the  heels  of  the  economic 
summit,  there  is  questions  as  to  whether 
GATT  will  be  moved  onward  as  was 
hoped  several  weeks  back  by  its 
proponents. 

The  NAFTA  is  still  alive  and  well  in 
the  minds  of  the  Mexicans,  the  Cana- 
dians, and  some  Americans.  There  has 
also  been  discussions  between  the 
present  administration  and  other  South 
American  countries  who  would  like  to 
join  in  on  the  NAFTA,  if  and  when  it  is 
finally  approved.  The  League  still 
stands  in  a  position  of  opposition  to 
NAFTA.  We  will  continue  to  monitor 
the  NAFTA  and  the  GATT. 


Sugar  Cane  Field  Days 

As  we  move  toward  August,  it  is 
time  for  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service's  sugarcane  field  days. 
I'm  looking  forward  to  the  events  be- 
cause it  allows  me  the  excuse  to  get  out 
of  the  office  and  visit  around  the  sugar 
belt.  The  opportunity  to  be  out  of  the  of- 
fice visiting  growers  and  processors  has, 
for  the  most  part,  excaped  me  thus  far. 
I'm  not  much  for  sitting  in  an  office  all 
day,  but  I've  come  to  realize  that  the 
General  Manager's  job  has  been  quite 
hectic  since  I  started  in  March.  I  keep 
hoping  that  I  will  find  a  period  in  time 
that  won't  be  as  confining;  but,  until 
then,  I  guess  the  field  days  will  provide 
me  with  the  ability  to  get  out  of  the  of- 
fice and  meet  some  of  the  people  in  the 
industry  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  had  the 
good  fortune  of  meeting.  I'm  looking  for- 
ward to  the  field  days!  I  hope  I'll  have 
the  opportunity  to  meet  ''you"  there. 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 

7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


Trade  Update 

Leaders  of  the  Quad  nations  (the 
U.S.,  the  E.G.,  Japan  and  Canada)  met 
in  Tokyo  prior  to  the  G-7  summit  on 
July  6  and  7.  They  agreed  to  tariff  reduc- 
tions in  18  product  areas,  including  farm 
equipment  and  pharmaceuticals.  Peak 
textile  and  apparel  tariffs  would  be  cut 
in  half.  G-7  leaders  were  optimistic  that 
this  agreement  would  push  the  Uruguay 
Round  to  completion  by  the  December 
15  U.S.  fast  track  deadline.  Market  ac- 
cess in  the  agricultural  sector  was  not 
successfully  concluded  or  even  discussed 
as  France  still  opposes  the  U.S.  —  E.G. 
farm  deal  agreed  to  last  November. 

All  tariff  reductions  agreed  to  by  the 
Quad  and  the  G-7  must  yet  be  approved 
by  all  111  GATT  members.  Agricultural 
negotiations,  along  with  negotiations  in 
all  other  sections,  were  resumed  July  14 
and  will  continue  through  the  re- 
mainder of  the  month. 

Dialogue  regarding  the  timetable  for 
sending  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA)  to  Gongress,  as 
well  as  its  eventual  passage  or  defeat, 
has  begun  to  center  around  environ- 
ment issues  and  the  environmental  side 
agreement. 

A  U.S.  District  Gourt  Judge  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  ruled  on  June  30 
that,  under  the  National  Environmen- 
tal Policy  Act,  the  Glinton  Administra- 
tion must  conduct  an  Environmental 
Impact  Study  on  the  effects  of  the 
NAFTA.  Three  environmental  groups 
filed  this  suit  against  the  Office  of  the 
U.S.  Trade  Representative.  The  Glinton 
Administration  has  announced  that  it 
will  appeal  the  decision,  and  press 
reports  have  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Mickey  Kantor  stating  that  negotiations 
on  the  NAFTA  side  agreements  will  con- 
tinue on  schedule,  with  a  target  im- 


plementation date  of  January  1,  1994. 
Despite  the  judge's  ruling,  according  to 
a  July  12  Wall  Street  Journal  article, 
progress  was  made  on  the  environmen- 
tal side  accord  in  negotiations  in  Mex- 
ico the  weekend  of  July  9  and  10,  with 
the  U.S.  backing  down  on  tough  sanc- 
tions administered  by  a  trilateral  com- 
mission on  the  environment,  though 
Ambassador  Kantor  later  denied  such 
reports.  Negotiations  resumed  in 
Ottawa  on  July  19  at  which  time  labor 
issues  are  expected  to  be  the  major  area 
of  negotiations. 

The  Glinton  Administration  intends 
to  have  a  NAFTA  ''Gzar"  in  place  by 
August.  This  special  White  House  aide 
is  also  considering  the  creation  of  a 
second  full-time  communications  post  to 
help  promote  the  trade  pact  to  the 
American  public. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purcinase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

con  fact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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characteristics,  a  variety  could  perform 
better  on  the  soil  types  listed.  The  good 
and  bad  characteristics  are  identified  as 
being  either  (  +  )  or  (-)  and  are  then 
used  to  identify  the  best  soil  types  for 
each  variety. 

The  best  available  information 
would  indicate  that  CP  65-357  and  LCP 
82-89  would  not  favor  any  individual 
soil  type.  There  are  no  negative 
characteristics  about  either  variety 
which  would  prohibit  its  recommenda- 
tion for  any  soil  type.  LCP  82-89  needs 
to  be  planted  where  (and  when)  it  can 
make  a  good  stand  in  the  fall.  Therefore, 
the  best  soil  type  may  depend  upon  how 
dry  it  is  at  planting  time. 

There  are  three  commercially  grown 
varieties  which  would  lean  towards  the 
lighter  soil  types,  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383 
and    LCP    83-153,    all    for    different 


reasons.  CP  70-321,  as  most  growers 
have  experienced,  does  not  do  well  on 
heavier  soils  especially  if  they  are  not 
well  drained.  It  does  have  the  best  cold 
tolerance  of  any  variety  on  the  list  and 
therefore  is  well  adapted  to  lighter  soils 
since  this  is  where  a  grower  would  want 
to  finish  the  harvest  season. 

CP  74-383  has  mid-season  maturity 
and  therefore  would  be  better  utilized  by 
keeping  it  until  later  in  the  season  when 
it  does  mature.  For  this  reason  CP 
74-383  would  do  better  in  the  mixed  or 
light  soils.  Because  CP  74-383  is  badly 
susceptible  to  borers,  it  should  not  be 
planted  in  the  heavier  soils  next  to 
canals  and  swamps  where  insecticides 
could  cause  problems.  However,  if  it  is 
to  be  used  on  lighter  soils,  then  it  should 
not  be  planted  next  to  the  bayou  or  next 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foiics  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone  who 
doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need  money  and 
how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you  won't 
have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  financing 
package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that 
new  tractor,  get  the  crop 
in  this  year,  make 
farm  improvements  or 
just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DEAN  MARTIN 

Thibodaux«(504)  446-9450 


Give  us  a  call. 


w 


First  South 
Production  Credit 
Association 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 

Thibodaux»(504)  446-9450 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 

New  lberia«(318)  364-0217 
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to  subdivisions,  schools,  etc.,  that  can 
often  be  found  on  the  sandier  soils.  Its 
cold  tolerance  is  acceptable  for  later 
harvest. 

LHo  83-153  is  also  a  mid-season 
maturing  variety  and  therefore  should 
not  be  planted  in  the  soils  you  normally 
harvest  first  which  is  usually  the  black 
or  clay  soils.  Since  it  is  acceptable  for 
borer  resistance,  it  can  be  planted  in  the 
sandier  soils  in  the  front  of  your  farm 
which  is  next  to  the  bayou  or  other  areas 
that  pose  insecticide  treatment 
problems. 

In  addition  to  these  three  varieties, 
the  two  new  varieties,  LCP  85-384  and 
HoCP  85-845,  should  be  planted  in  areas 
that  are  better  for  expansion  of  new 
canes.  Most  often  these  are  the  sandier 
or  mixed  soils  rather  than  the  heavy 
soils.  Because  LCT*  85-384  is  susceptible 
to  borers,  it  should  only  be  planted  in 
the  interior  of  a  farm  away  from  prob- 
lem areas. 

The  three  varieties,  CP  72-370,  CP 
76-331  and  CP  79-318  can  all  be  planted 
in  the  heavier  or  mixed  soils.  CP  72-370 
is  a  very  early  maturing  variety  and  its 
best  use  would  be  on  soils  cut  early  in 
the  season.  It  peaks  in  maturity  during 
mid-season  and  therefore  should  not  be 
planted  on  soils  which  are  to  be  har- 
vested late  in  the  season.  It  does  not 
tolerate  late  applications,  or  additional 
applications  of  Asulox,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  grown  where  there  is  ex- 
cessive Johnson  grass  pressure.  This  fact 
would  limit  it  to  areas  where  Johnson 
grass  is  not  heavy. 

CP  76-331  is  also  a  very  early  matur- 
ing variety  and  should  be  planted  in 
soils  that  you  want  to  take  out  early.  In 
addition,  it  is  a  poor  harvesting  cane, 
and  since  heavy  soil  can  sometimes  slow 
down  some  varieties,  the  poorer  soils 
may  provide  a  better  chance  to  harvest 


it  more  easily.  It  is  also  susceptible  to 
borers  and  should  not  be  planted  next 
to  canals  or  swamps  where  insecticides 
can  cause  environmental  problems.  This 
may  tend  to  move  this  variety's  prefer- 
ence from  heavy  to  mixed  soils,  or  heavy 
soils  that  are  in  the  interior  of  a  farm. 

CP  79-318  is  also  a  poor  harvesting 
cane  but  it  has  no  cold  tolerance.  There- 
fore, it  should  be  grown  only  on  those 
soils  which  you  intend  to  harvest  early 
and  which  you  are  guaranteed  not  to 
have  around  past  mid-November,  when 
the  chances  of  a  freeze  increase.  Because 
of  its  poor  harvestibility,  CP  79-318  does 
better  in  poorer  soils  that  tend  to  slow 
its  growth,  and  many  growers  are 
reporting  better  success  when  Polado  is 
applied  to  further  retard  the  growth. 

Although  this  chart  and  these  ex- 
planations do  not  cover  all  situations,  it 
may  provide  some  idea  about  which 
characteristics  should  be  considered 
when  planting  a  variety  on  a  certain  soil 
type.  The  particular  drainage  layout  of 
each  farm,  the  location  of  houses  and 
public  buildings  on  or  adjacent  to  the 
property,  and  other  factors  mean  that 
specific  variety  recommendations  can  be 
made  only  on  a  farm  by  farm  basis. 
However,  this  chart  can  serve  as  a 
guideline  to  make  intelligent  decisions 
about  where  to  plant  each  particular 
variety  on  the  farm. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l 
1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500.  Call  C  &  S  Farms  at  (504) 
545-3170  or  (504)  545-3731. 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  1  Row  Harvester  Model  7000  New  Hydrostat;  Field  Loader  Mounted 
on  XT-190  Tractor;  3  Row  Covering  Tool;  3  Transfer  Wagons;  4  Small  Planter  Aides. 
Call  John  Andries  at  (318)  346-7710. 


FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  Cane  Cutter.  Call  (504)  545-8189. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $1 8,000.00.  Call  night  only 
(504)  785-1078. 


FOR  SALE:  IH  1066  High  Crop,  IH  806  High  Crop,  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown 
1200,  White  2-60,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row 
—  Broussard  Harvester,  Hi-Boy  Sprayer  —  (Broussard  Frame),  3208  Catapiller  Engine, 
2—480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2-Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford), 
3-Transfer  Wagons,  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1  —  1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190 
with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1,800  each;  1  —  Huskey 
Brute  160  Transloader  —  $3,900;  2  —  40'  x  100'  Building  Frame  no  tin  —  $3,000  each; 
1—1982  Versatile  555  Dual  with  3  Point  —  $16,500;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator 
—  $2,800.  Call  (318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer 
lengths.  Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  '87  3394  Case  IH  MFWD  with  duals  —  $20,000;  '73  Int'l  1066  —  $6,500; 
'82  1086  Int'l  with  cab  &  air  $12,500;  '85  2750  JD  Hi-Crop  MFWD  $15,000;  (4  sets)  '88 
Thomson  1 2  ton  Tandem  Direct  Haul  Wagons  $1 2,000  a  set  also  other  Implements  and 
Tools;  '89  Willett  2-Row  Cane  Loader  $30,000.  Call  (504)  473-1030  or  (504)  369-2683. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear 
20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221 . 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call 
(318)  369-3213  day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 


FOR  SALE:  —  Int'l  1066  Hi-Clearance;  1  —  Prentice  Transloader;  2  —  40'  x  20'  Cane 
Planter  Aides;  1  —  Taylor  Fertilizer  Spreader  Cart;  1  —"V"  Ditcher.  Call  (318)276-4474 
or  (318)  276-6701  after  5:00  p.m. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  20) 
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whom  worked  very  hard  to  protect  the 
interests  of  sugar. 

Sugar  products  liability  —  SB  702 

(Sen.  Mike  Foster)  began  as  an  in- 
nocuous bill  that  simply  clarified  cur- 
rent law  as  to  the  liability  of  sugar  pro- 
ducts. When  it  reached  the  House  side, 
however,  it  soon  turned  into  a  monster. 

A  business  lobbyist  and  his  client,  a 
tobacco  company,  cut  a  deal  with  organ- 
ized labor  and  the  trial  attorneys  to 
amend  this  bill  to  limit  the  liability  of 
tobacco  companies.  In  turn,  this  lobbyist 
would  have  used  his  resources  to  help 
pass  a  prevailing  wage  bill  for  the 
unions  and  a  third  party  tort  or  "joint 
and  several"  bill  for  the  trial  attorneys. 
In  other  words,  he  was  willing  to  sell  out 
the  rest  of  the  business  community  (and 
his  other  clients)  for  the  tobacco 
company. 

Because  of  the  hard  work  of  us  and 
other  business  lobbyists,  this  effort  was 
defeated.  We  need  to  stress  that  Sen. 
Foster,  the  author  of  the  original  bill, 
was  not  a  participant  in  these 
proceedings. 


FISCAL  MATTERS 

Budget 

The  budget  was  sent  to  Gov.  Ed- 
wards in  balance  with  two  tax  increases 
making  up  the  revenue  shortfall.  The 
legislators  are  patting  themselves  on 
the  back  for  cutting  $400  million,  but 
most  of  that  was  ''smoke  and  mirrors". 
It  appears  the  budget,  in  real  dollars,  is 
slightly  larger  than  the  current  year's 
budget  but  not  as  large  as  it  would  have 
been  with  the  spending  and  inflationary 
costs  proposed  by  the  Administration. 
An  interesting  side  note,  however,  is 
that  Edwards  did  not  exercise  his  line- 
item  veto  authority  on  the  budget  bill, 
saying  that  he  would  bow  to  the 
Legislature's  wisdom  and  let  the  people 
feel  the  impact  of  the  budget. 

Relatively  speaking,  the  colleges 
received  modest  cuts  that  can  be  made 
up  by  tuition  increases.  There  is  still 
quite  a  bit  of  fat  in  the  budget  that  could 
have  been  used  to  make  the  colleges 
whole,  but  Edwards  continued  to  insist 
that  cuts  be  made  to  the  colleges  in  a 
move  to  force  more  taxes. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 


&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


NE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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We  have  tried  to  anticipate  what  Ed- 
wards might  do  to  force  a  special  session 
for  more  taxes  prior  to  the  1994  Regular 
Session.  The  medicaid  money  (or  disap- 
pearance thereof)  is  a  likely  target.  A 
bill  by  Cong.  Waxman  of  California, 
pending  in  Congress,  would  disallow 
disproportionate  share  medicaid  funds 
for  state  institutions  while  allowing 
those  funds  for  private  entities.  If  this 
bill  were  to  pass,  and  sources  indicate 
there  is  some  chance  for  that,  it  could 
create  up  to  a  $1  billion  deficit  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  This,  then,  would  be 
a  perfect  entree  for  Edwards  to  schedule 
a  special  session  to  raise  taxes. 

Debt 

As  the  result  of  almost  daily 
pressure  from  the  press,  the  Senate  was 
forced  to  accept  a  constitutional  limita- 
tion on  the  state's  debt,  a  move  sup- 
ported by  the  House  for  some  time.  If  the 
people  ratify  the  amendment  in  a  special 
election  on  October  16,  by  the  year  2003, 
the  annual  debt  service  could  not  exceed 
six  percent  (down  from  the  current  13 
percent)  of  the  state  revenues,  but  the 
limit  could  be  exceeded  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Legislature. 

A  statutory  ''ratcheting-down"  of 
the  debt  service  between  now  and  then 
was  passed.  It  would  limit  future  bond 
sales  to  $200  million  per  year. 

Additionally,  a  constitutional 
amendment  was  passed  to  require  a 
feasibility  study  before  a  project  can  be 
included  in  the  Capital  Outlay  budget 
(commonly  referred  to  as  the  state  con- 
struction bill).  This,  too,  will  be  on  the 
October  ballot.  The  amendment  is  an 
important  step  in  the  right  direction  — 
although  there  are  loopholes  —  to  pre- 
vent the  "pork"  from  displacing  the 


viable  projects,  especially  with  a  debt 
limitation  poised  to  go  into  effect. 

This  legislation  is  an  important  step 
in  controlling  the  growth  of  state  debt. 
It  can  be  very  effective;  however,  a  lot 
still  depends  on  the  willingness  of  the 
Legislature  to  abide  by  the  spirit  of  the 
law. 

Taxes 

Gov.  Edwards  signed  the  authoriza- 
tion for  the  La.  Recovery  District  to 
remove  certain  exemptions  (primarily 
food,  drugs,  and  utilities)  from  the  fourth 
cent  of  the  state  sales  tax.  The  Recovery 
District  Board  acted  within  hours  to 
remove  the  exemptions.  As  you  will 
recall,  the  Legislature  ruled  that  this 
was  not  a  tax  because  the  Legislature 
was  not  actually  adding  the  tax,  but 
merely  authorizing  another  authority  to 
remove  the  exemptions.  Thus,  the 
Legislature  skirted  the  issue  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  raise  taxes  in  a  regular  ses- 
sion and  in  an  odd  numbered  year.  They 
also  avoided  the  required  two-thirds 
vote  needed  for  passage  of  taxes.  This 
ploy  also  was  attempted  in  the  Special 
Session  but  failed.  There  are  ample 
grounds  to  litigate  this  legislation,  but 
a  move  of  that  sort  is  unlikely. 

The  corporate  income  tax  increase  is 
another  matter,  and  is  likely  to  be 
litigated.  This  tax,  as  was  the  one  above, 
was  tied  to  the  Appropriations  bill  in  a 
move  to  fund  higher  education.  There 
was  no  stopping  either  of  these  trains  as 
they  roared  down  the  legislative  track. 
But  business  community  might  be  more 
effective  in  court.  A  high  ranking  ad- 
ministration official  has  said  he  doesn't 
believe  the  tax  will  hold  up  if  tested  in 
the  courts. 

(Continued  on  page  19) 


18 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


BATON  ROUGE  LINE     (Continued  from  page  18) 


TORT  REFORM 

The  only  measure  passed  by  the 
Trial  Lawyers  was  a  bill  to  increase  the 
amount  in  dispute  required  to  have  a 
jury  trial.  Even  this  is  not  all  bad, 
depending  on  the  judge.  Sometimes  it 
would  be  better  for  a  business  defendant 
to  have  a  judge-trial. 

The  "priorities"  of  the  Trial  Lawyers 
—  third  party  tort,  punitive  damages, 
protective  orders,  and  joint  and  several 
liability  —  all  died  a  rather  ignoble 
death.  The  Trial  Lawyers  don't  have 
much  to  be  happy  about. 

LABOR  MANAGEMENT 

Organized  labor  failed  to  pass 
anything  of  substance.  They  made  a  last 
minute  push  on  prevailing  wage,  but  it 
never  came  to  a  vote. 

Agency  Shop,  which  was  a  rerun  of 
last  year's  attempt  to  repeal  Louisiana's 
Right  to  Work  law,  barely  made  it  out 
of  the  gates.  It's  author  could  read  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall  —  no  go! 

Several  workers  comp  bills  were 
filed,  threatening  to  bankrupt  our 
already  ailing  workers  comp  system. 
This  would  be  done  by  raising  costs  for 
employers,  while  also  encouraging 
greater  involvement  and  fees  for  plain- 
tiff lawyers.  The  unemployment  comp 
bills  that  were  filed  would  have  severe- 
ly damaged  the  solvency  of  Louisiana's 
Unemployment  Compensation  Trust 
Fund,  threatening  to  return  employers 
to  the  crisis  situation  of  the  late  '80's. 
While  a  few  of  these  bills  required  a 
fight  to  the  end,  we  were  able  to  stop 
most  of  them  early  in  the  session. 

GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

Gov.  Edwards  got  one  of  the  things 
he  really  wanted:  the  refinancing  of  the 


Superdome  bonds  and  the  projects  to  be 
funded  with  the  proceeds.  He  didn't, 
however,  get  his  number  one  wish:  a 
BIG  increase  in  taxes.  Depending  on 
what  happens  in  the  next  few  months 
with  budgets  of  the  state  agencies  andjor 
federal  medicaid  dollars,  he  might  get 
another  shot  at  that  wish. 

THE  PEOPLE 

A  good  friend  of  ours  does  a  "win- 
ners and  losers"  column  based  on 
legislative  activities  for  a  local 
newspaper.  Our  suggestion  for  the 
number  one  loser  is  the  people  of  this 
state  —  and  that  includes  business  peo- 
ple whom  some  don't  seem  to  recognize 
as  "the  people".  Until  we  implement 
some  true  fiscal  reform,  until  the 
Legislature  bites  the  bullet  on  issues 
that  will  move  the  economy  forward,  the 
people  will  continue  to  be  the  losers. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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CANE  TO   PLANT 

•  Test  Seed  plots  for  RSD 

•  Cut  10-stalk  sample  from  each  plot 

•  Put  10  lower  internodes  (1  from  each  stalk) 
in  ziploc  bag 

•  Bring  freshly  cut  samples  to  our  lab 

•  Analysis  &  results  within  48  hours 

•  Call  for  more  details 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

720  Hwy.  308,  P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  &  Fax  (504)  446-3520  (Office/Home) 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Prentice  180D  Transloader;  used  three  (3)  months.  Mounted  on  a  used 
GMC  Truck.  Discounted  $10,000.00  (Financing  Available).  Call  Scott  Construction  Equip- 
ment (318)  837-2907. 


FOR  SALE:  1 988  Deutz  Allis  71 20,  cab  &  air,  20.8  x  38  tires,  1 900  hrs.  Still  Under  War- 
ranty. Call  Segura  Farms  at  (318)  367-1602. 


FOR  SALE:  Kubota  Tractor,  LI  75  —  $3,800;  4'  Bushhog  —  $500,  4'  Disc  —  $475;  4' 
Boxblade  —  $370;  Farmall  460  Tractor  Broussard  Cane  Loader  mounted  on  it  —  $4,500; 
One-row  small  Chopper  Brand  new  —  $450.  Will  Trade.  Call  (318)  364-1812. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  Prime  3-Row  Nippers  with  off-bar  attachments;  1991  Davis  Planter 
Aid  8'  wide  x  20'  long.  Call  Wayne  Lewis,  Jr.  at  (504)  648-2046. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  1630  disc  12'  —  $2,700;  All  Steel  BIdg.  —  8x14,  insulated,  2  doors 
back  &  side  &  on  wheels  —  portable  for  storing  tools,  chemicals  or  supplies  —  $1 ,500. 
Call  (504)  447-7377. 

FOR  SALE:  1  —  8'  x  20'  Planters  Aide  —  $4,500;  1  JD  Loader  4020  Powershift  —  $6,500; 
1  —  Husky  Transloader  mounted  on  Int'l  (road  worthy)  —  $7,500;  1  Ramsey  Transloader 
mounted  on  Trailer  —  $3,500;  1  —  Lilliston  Rolling  Cultivator  —  $500.  Call  (504)  638-7535 
after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  Allis  Chalmer  7045  Tractor;  1  —  Allis  Chalmer  175  Tractor;  4  —  IH 
1066;  1  —  Steiger  Bear  Cat  ST225;  1  —  Duetz  9190;  1  —  J  &  L  SI 8  Harvester;  8  — 
Brooks  Style  Cane  Carts;  1  —  Fertilizer  Trailer;  1  —  Utility  Trailer;  2  —  500  gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tanks  on  wheels;  1  —  1 000  gal.  Water  Tank  on  wheels;  1  —  A/C  Model  1 800 
Flat  Chopper.  Contact  Tommy  Duhe  at  (318)  276-7945. 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Single  Row  Broussard  Cane  Cutter.  Sunstrain  Hydraulic  JD  engine. 
Call  (504)  694-3970. 

FOR  SALE:  Bantam  C-266  Escavator,  Equipped  for  Sugarcane  Grab;  Cat  D-7  Dozier 
with  Shear  Blade  and  Rake.  Call  (504)  545-8429. 


WANTED:  3-Row  Tiller  in  Good  Condition.  Call  (504)  265-4244. 
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one  to  numerous  white  lines  of  varying 
widths  along  the  length  of  sugarcane 
leaves.  The  expression  of  this  genetic  ab- 
normality appears  to  be  triggered  by  the 
cool  weather  during  early  spring 
growth.  Shoots  with  chimeras  appear 
healthy  and  outgrow  these  symptoms. 
White  bands  across  leaves  caused  by 
cold  injury  and  dead-hearts  from  borer 
should  not  be  confused  with  leaf  scald 
symptoms.  A  disease  of  unknown  cause, 
chlorotic  streak,  may  also  cause  lines  to 
form  on  cane  leaves.  These  lines  are 
often  a  pale,  yellow-green  and  slightly 
wavy,  and  they  often  do  not  continue 
down  the  leaf  sheath  or  reach  the 
margin  of  the  leaf.  This  disease  is  often 
associated  with  poorly-drained  areas  of 
a  field. 

Most  literature  indicates  that  symp- 
toms of  leaf  scald  disappear  during  the 
rapid  growth  stage  of  sugarcane.  Af- 
fected shoots  have  been  observed  to 
recover,  while  others  die  or  are  shaded 
out  by  healthy-appearing  shoots  giving 
the  field  the  appearance  of  recovery.  In 
continuing  surveys  of  cane  in  Louisiana 
during  May,  June,  and  July,  new  symp- 
toms were  observed  in  cane  with  up  to 
four  hard  joints.  Necrotic,  often  linear 
lesions  were  observed  on  the  margins 
and  within  the  blades  of  the  upper 
leaves  (Figure  1);  however,  the  chlorotic 
(bleached-out)  appearance  and  white- 
line  symptoms  were  less  obvious.  Symp- 
toms may  overlap  with  those  observed 
with  borer  infestation. 

Symptoms  in  mature  stalks  include 
the  germination  of  most  buds  along  the 
stalk.  The  side  shoots  are  chlorotic  with 
thin,  white  lines  on  the  leaves.  The  tips 
and  margins  of  the  leaves  begin  to  die, 
and  necrotic  lesions  form  along  the 
white  lines.  Necrotic  lesions  along  the 
margin  or  linear  lesions  on  the  leaf 


blades  are  found  on  the  upper  canopy 
leaves.  Lodging  in  some  varieties  and 
borer  infestation  may  result  in  germina- 
tion of  lateral  buds,  but  the  side  shoots 
are  typically  green  and  healthy.  The 
first  symptoms  of  leaf  scald  observed  in 
November  1992  were  those  on  mature 
stalks.  We  will  continue  to  monitor  cane 
this  summer  and  fall  to  determine  when 
and  to  what  extent  these  symptoms 
develop. 

Internally,  leaf  scald  causes  necrosis 
of  the  vascular  bundles  which  appears 
as  bright-  to  dark-red  streaks.  In  mature 
stalks,  the  streaks  are  most  easily  seen 
at  the  nodes  and  are  invariably  present 
in  side  shoots  and  in  young  chlorotic 
shoots  of  emerging  plant-cane  or  stub- 
ble crops. 

Distribution  of  leaf  scald  in  Lou- 
isiana. In  an  attempt  to  determine  the 
distribution  of  leaf  scald  in  Louisiana 
sugarcane,  a  survey  was  conducted  in 
May,  1993  by  personnel  from  the  Lou- 
isiana Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station,  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service,  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  and  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.  At  least  one  farm  in  each 
sugarcane  producing  parish  was  visited. 
Leaf  scald  was  first  observed  on  the 
USDA  Research  Farm  near  Houma.  Ad- 
ditional surveys  were  conducted  on  the 
USDA  farm,  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  St.  Gabriel  Branch  Experiment 
Station  and  Iberia  Research  Farm  at 
Jeanerette,  variety  selection  program 
nurseries  and  outfield  tests  on  commer- 
cial farms,  variety  release  primary  and 
secondary  increase  stations,  commercial 
farms  where  various  experiments  are 
being  conducted,  and  farms  visited  at 
random  throughout  the  cane  belt.  All 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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STATUS  OF  LEAF  SCALD  IN  LOUISIANA  (Continued  from  page  21) 


43  secondary  increase  stations  from 
which  newly  released  varieties  LCP 
85-384  and  HoCP  85-845  are  to  be 
distributed  are  being  visited  at  the  time 
of  this  writing. 

A  summary  of  the  incidence  of  leaf 
scald  found  during  the  May  survey  and 
subsequent  inspections  of  variety  selec- 
tion program  tests  located  on  cooperat- 
ing farms  is  given  in  Table  1.  Commer- 
cial fields  found  to  date  to  be  infected 
with  leaf  scald  are  listed  in  Table  2. 

Leaf  scald  has  been  found  at  all 
stages  of  the  variety  selection  program. 
The  disease  is  widespread  on  the  USDA 
Research  Farm  and  occurs  in  experi- 
mental plots  on  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  research  facilities  and  cooperat- 
ing farms  distributed  throughout  the 
industry.  An  agreement  has  been 
reached  among  sugarcane  researchers 
and  industry  representatives  to  elim- 
inate as  much  infected  cane  in  the  varie- 
ty selection  program  as  possible,  thus 
reducing  the  amount  of  inoculum  avail- 
able for  further  spread.  Further,  all 
clones  in  the  early  stages  of  develop- 
ment which  are  in  single  stools  or  small 
plots  that  showed  symptoms  of  the 
disease  have  been  destroyed.  These 
losses  will,  undoubtedly,  affect  the 
breeding  program. 

A  final  decision  has  not  been 
reached  on  the  distribution  of  the  two 
new  varieties.  The  minimal  action  that 
has  been  agreed  upon  is  that  distribu- 
tion will  not  be  made  from  secondary 
stations  where  leaf  scald  has  been  found 
which,  at  the  present  time,  is  approx- 
imately 21%  of  the  stations  (Table  1). 

Only  a  small  number  of  the  total 
commercial  fields  of  sugarcane  have 
been  surveyed  for  the  presence  of  leaf 
scald.  Most  were  inspected  because  of 
their  proximity  to  research  fields  or 


because  bleached-out  shoots  or  dying 
plants  attracted  attention.  The  actual 
distribution  of  leaf  scald  in  the  commer- 
cial cane  is  therefore  still  unknown.  The 
disease  has  apparently  been  present  in 
Louisiana  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
widest  distribution  of  leaf  scald  has  been 
associated  with  LCP  82-89.  This  may  be 
related  to  its  level  of  susceptibility  or  it 
may  indicate  that  the  variety  was 
exposed  to  the  disease  during  its 
development  and  subsequently  in- 
creased and  spread  along  with  the  varie- 
ty. Also,  CP  74-383  appears  to  become 
readily  infected  when  exposed  to  the 
pathogen. 

Sugarcane  known  to  be  infected  with 
leaf  scald  should  not  be  used  for  seed  and 
a  clean  source  should  be  sought.  At  the 
present  time,  the  Louisiana  industry  is 
not  set  up  to  heat  treat  cane  for  leaf 
scald  which  requires  40-48  hours  of  cold 
soaking  in  unheated  water,  then  a  3 
hour  treatment  at  50^C.  We  also  do  not 
know  how  our  varieties  would  respond 
to  this  treatment  under  our  cultural 
practices.  Crop  Genetics  International 
takes  precautions  to  insure  their  initial 
source  of  tissues  for  Kleentek®  cane  is 
free  of  leaf  scald,  and  they  monitor  their 
cane  during  the  different  production 
phases  for  leaf  scald  symptoms.  Strict 
sanitation  practices  as  recommended  for 
RSD  also  should  be  used  to  limit  the 
spread  of  the  disease  from  infected  field 
to  healthy  fields. 

Little  is  known  at  the  present  time 
about  the  susceptibility  of  our  commer- 
cial varieties  and  the  potential  for  yield 
loss.  In  tests  where  several  recom- 
mended varieties  were  used  as  controls 
and  natural  infection  levels  were  high, 
CP  74-383  had  the  highest  level  of  infec- 
tion among  the  commercial  varieties.  In 

(Continued  on  page  23) 


22 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


STATUS  OF  LEAF  SCALD  IN  LOUISIANA 


(Continued  from  page  22) 


cooperation  with  Dr.  Jack  Comstock  at 
the  USDA  Sugarcane  Field  Station  at 
Canal  Point,  FL,  Louisiana  commercial 
varieties,  advanced  candidate  varieties, 
and  some  parental  varieties  are  now  be- 
ing screened  for  susceptibility  to  leaf 
scald  under  Florida  and  Louisiana  en- 
vironmental conditions.  We  are  present- 
ly monitoring  several  fields  of  LCP 
82-89  and  CP  74-383  infected  with  leaf 
scald  for  possible  effects  on  yield.  At  this 
stage  of  development,  they  appear  to  be 
tolerant  of  the  infection;  however,  we 
will  need  to  determine  how  severely  af- 
fected the  mature  stalks  are  at  harvest 
time.  Information  concerning  suscepti- 


bility levels  of  our  varieties  and  the 
potential  effects  of  leaf  scald  on  yield 
will  be  provided  to  you  as  it  becomes 
available. 

If  clean  seed  cane  is  used  and  good 
sanitation  practices  are  followed,  little 
direct  loss  caused  by  leaf  scald  is  ex- 
pected in  the  Louisiana  industry.  The 
prospect  of  finding  high  levels  of 
resistance  to  leaf  scald  are  good; 
however,  a  significant  portion  of  the 
breeding  material  currently  in  the  pro- 
gram will  have  to  be  eliminated  because 
of  susceptibility  to  leaf  scald,  possibly 
delaying  release  of  future  new  varieties. 


Table  1 .  Observations  of  leaf  scald  in  sugarcane  variety  development  tests 
located  on  cooperator  farms. ^ 


Outfield  Tests 

Primary 

Increase 

Secondary  Increase 

Stations 

Stations'^ 

Parish 

Variety 

Parish 

Variety 

Parish                      Variety 

Lafourche 

CP  87-652 
LHo  83-153 

Ascension 

CP  89-800 
CP  89-816 

Assumption  (1)^   HoCP  85-845 

HoCP  85-845 

CP  89-846 

Iberia  (2)              HoCP  85-845 

St.  James 

CP  74-383 

CP  89-879 

St.  James  (1)       HoCP  85-845 

CP  89-800' 

Assumption 

L  88-46 

St.  IVlartin  (3)       HoCP  85-845 

CP  89-81 1 

L  89-107 

CP  89-816 

L  89-115 

St.  Mary  (2)         HoCP  85-845 

CP  89-846 

L  89-137 

• 

CP  89-848 

CP  89-848 

CP  89-855 

CP  89-855 

CP  89-879 

CP  89-889 

Terrebonne 

CP  74-383 

St.  IVlary 

CP  89-800 
CP  89-846 
CP  89-855 
CP  89-879 

Asof  July  26,  1993. 

The  CP  89  series  clones  were  being  increased  for  planting  in  the  1993  test. 
Approximately  85%  of  the  Secondary  Increase  Stations  have  been  inspected 
specifically  for  leaf  scald. 

Number  of  secondary  increase  stations  where  leaf  scald  was  found  in  the  parish. 

(Continued,  TABLE  NO.  2,  on  page  25) 
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former  being  the  most  difficult.  There  is 
considerable  interest  in  cogeneration  at 
the  factories  and,  since  this  cannot  be 
done  effectively  at  small  mills,  this 
development  will  push  the  industry 
towards  consolidation. 

I  visited  several  mills  and  was  im- 
pressed by  their  application  of  good  prac- 
tice to  basic  sugar  factory  operations. 
Cane  preparation  is  good,  extraction  is 
high,  filter  cake  losses  are  low,  and 
overall  recovery  is  good.  Their  applica- 
tion of  chemical  control  is  thorough  and 
the  data  is  shared  between  the  mills. 

Cane  quality  is  assessed  by  a  varia- 
tion on  the  core  sampler/hydraulic  press 
system.  The  two  major  differences  from 
the  system  used  in  Louisiana  are:  1)  the 
use  of  a  constant  factor  for  calculation 
of  fiber  content  from  the  press  cake 
weight,  and  2)  the  imposition  of  a  factory 
wide  average  value  for  factory  efficien- 
cy (equivalent  to  an  industry  wide 
average  value  for  the  liquidation  factor). 
If  a  factory  performs  better  than  this 
average,  the  farmers  are  paid  at  the 
high  value;  but,  if  the  factory  perfor- 
mance is  below  average,  then  the 
farmers  are  paid  at  the  average  value. 
Farmers  are  entitled  to  receive  76%  of 
the  value  of  sugar  produced  from  their 
cane.  Farmers  also  receive  propor- 
tionate amounts  of  filter  cake,  molasses 
and  excess  bagasse  used  for  electric 
power  generation  that  is  exported  to  the 
grid,  or  the  equivalent  value. 

The  Mauritian  industry  is  increas- 
ing the  mechanization  in  the  fields, 
predominantly  the  loading  of  hand-cut 
cane.  Many  fields  are  extremely  rocky 
which  limits  the  application  of 
mechanization.  There  is  a  program  of 
rock  removal  from  the  fields,  but  this  is 
an  awesome  undertaking.  Some 
clarification   problems   are   associated 


with  the  field  soil  brought  in  with 
mechanically  loaded  cane.  Cane 
washing  is  impossible  due  to  the  limited 
water  supply  and  the  environmental  im- 
pact of  the  effluent.  Any  mechanical 
harvesting  scheme  will  have  to  be  of  the 
type  that  avoids  contact  of  the  cane  with 
the  ground.  Many  of  the  cane  areas  are 
warm  and  moist,  conditions  conducive  to 
dextran  formation,  and  prompt  delivery 
to,  and  processing  at  the  factories,  will 
be  essential. 

Production  of  electric  power  for  the 
national  system  is  becoming  more  im- 
portant. I  visited  one  mill  that  is  already 
doing  this,  increasing  the  available  fuel 
by  bringing  in  excess  bagasse  from  near- 
by mills  and  using  coal  during  the  out 
of  crop  period.  Perhaps  the  most  in- 
teresting mill  was  the  one  with  all 
hydraulic  drives  (driven  by  electric 
motors)  on  the  mills  and  electric  motors 
for  the  knives  and  shredder.  The  only 
steam  used  in  the  mill  is  exhaust  from 
the  turbogenerator.  An  expansion  of  this 
mill  is  planned  to  increase  power  pro- 
duction, using  bagasse  from  other  mills 
as  well  as  coal.  When  this  is  completed, 
the  bagasse  will  leave  the  mill  for  the 
new  boiler  and  the  only  returns  to  the 
factory  will  be  electric  power  and  pro- 
cess steam  at  two  bar  pressure.  The  two 
operations  will  be  run  separately.  Since 
boiler  operations  will  be  continuous  the 
mill  will  not  have  to  be  concerned  with 
a  steam  supply  for  prime  movers  and 
there  will  be  an  assured  steam  supply 
for  process.  Of  course,  the  steam  and 
vapor  systems  will  have  to  be  optimized 
to  minimize  the  exhaust  steam  re- 
quirements. This  gets  close  to  an  idea 
that  Bill  Keenliside  and  I  once  had  —  a 
cane  factory  next  to  a  (nuclear)  power 
plant. 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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LSU  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 

ANNOUNCES  FOURTH  AG 

LEADERSHIP  CLASS 

The  LSU  Agricultural  Center  is  pleased  to  announce  plans 
for  the  fourth  Agricultural,  Forestry,  Agribusiness  Leadership 
Class.  The  class  will  begin  in  January  1994.  Interviews  will  be 
conducted  this  Fall  (1993).  Interested  parties  may  contact  county 
agents  and  farm  bureau  chapters  for  application  forms.  The 
deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  October  31,  1993. 

The  LSU  Center  Leadership  Development  Program  is  a  two- 
year,  ten-seminar  program.  Seven  of  the  seminars  are  held  on 
the  LSU  campus,  three  of  the  seminars  are  out-of-state. 

The  seminars  are  open  to  interested  persons  in  agriculture, 
forestry  and  agribusiness.  Both  men  and  women  must  be 
between  the  ages  of  25-45.  Each  participant  is  asked  to  pay 
$1 ,000  as  part  of  his/her  commitment  to  the  two-year  program. 
The  payment  can  be  made  in  three  installments. 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  24) 

The  same  mill  had  Donelly-type 
chutes  installed  but  these  were  very 
much  shorter  than  conventional.  These 
chutes  were  equipped  with  conventional 
conductivity  sensors  for  level  monitor- 
ing and  mill  speed  control.  The  chute 
height  is  only  about  four  feet  compared 
with  the  standard  height  of  about  ten 
feet.  They  were  working  well  and  this 
suggests  that  such  chutes  could  be  in- 
stalled in  mill  tandems  with  short 
distances  between  the  individual  mills. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  visit 
another  cane  industry  to  learn  what 
they  are  doing.  My  visit  to  Mauritius 
was  more  rewarding  than  most  such 
trips  since  the  industry  was  well  run 
and  innovative. 


STATUS  OF  LEAF  SCALD  IN  LA. 

(Continued  from  page  23) 

Table  2.  Observations  of  leaf  scald  in  com- 
mercial fields  of  sugarcane.^ 


Parish 

Variety 

No.  of 
farms 

Lafayette 

LCP  82-89 

Lafourche 

CP  72-370 
CP  74-383 
LCP  82-89 

2 

Iberia 

LCP  82-89 

St.  Martin 

CP  70-321 

St.  Mary 

CP  74-383 
LCP  82-89 

Terrebonne 

CP  72-370 
CP  74-383 

LCP  82-89 


'  Asof  July  26,  1993. 

(Continued,  SEE  PHOTOS,  on  page  26) 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Hay  market  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  INTERSTATE  BANK  OF 

SOUTHERN  LOUISIANA 

P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  HOUMA 
P.O.  Box  6096  Houma,  LA  70361 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  7030 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BAN! 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  7073'. 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  7036( 

3811  Hwy.  90  East         Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.     Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 

Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orieans,  LA  70160 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 


Sugar  Bulletin 
E.  Bayou  Rd. 
)odaux,  La.  70301 


SEF:IAL.S  DEPT 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UN IV 

LIBRARY 

BATON    ROUGE    LA  70803 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  43 
Thibodaux,  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

)FFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


JOHN  F.  GAY 
King  Sucrose  LII 


Wa 


•    :y^^:^^ .    - 


I: 'M: 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


Vol.  71  -  No.  12 


SEPTEMBER,  1993 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


Charles  J.  Melancon,  Editor/President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy,  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


70301 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Branan  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Chairman  of  the  Board 

Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Vice-Chairman 

Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  LA 
President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice-President  —  Government  Relations 

Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Secretary 

Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Treasurer 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
J.  Roddy  Hulett,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Roger  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 


A.  J.  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  LA 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Stanley  Pipes,  Franklin,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  LA 
Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


MAGNUM 


Five  years  after  their  intro- 
duction, MAGNUM™  tractors 
continue  to  set  the  standards 
by  which  100  plus  horsepower 
tractors  are  judged. 

This  kind  of  leadership  does 
not  come  easily.  It's  the  result 
of  years  of  researching  your 
needs  and  requirenfients. 
Followed  by  more  years  of 
development  and  testing. 

You  asked  for  engine 
performance  and  efficiency, 
full  powershift  transmissions. 


responsive  PFC  hydraulics, 
and  operator  comfort. 

And  you  have  it.  It's  called 
MAGNUM. 


7140  MAGNUM 


195  PTO  Horsepower 
18-SpeedFull 
Powershift 
12,760  Pound  Hitch 
Lift  Capacity 
State-Of-The-Art  Cab 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 


[^II^III 


SEPTEMBER,  1993 


JOHN  F.  GAY,  KING  SUCROSE  LII 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
and  Fair  Association  has  announced 
that  Mr.  John  F.  Gay,  a  seventh  genera- 
tion sugar  cane  farmer,  and  a  resident 
of  Plaquemine,  Louisiana,  has  been 
selected  to  serve  as  King  Sucrose  LIL 
The  annual  festival,  which  highlights 
the  presence  and  importance  of  the 
sugar  industry  in  Louisiana,  will  be  held 
in  New  Iberia,  September  23  through 
26,  1993. 

Mr.  Gay  is  a  graduate  from  Sewanee 
Military  Academy  and  Louisiana  State 
University  where  he  holds  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  Agribusiness.  After  a  brief 
employment  with  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  he  returned  to  his 
family  farming  operations  on  St.  Louis 
Plantation.  Currently  Mr.  Gay  is 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  co-owner/oper- 
ator of  St.  Louis  Planting,  Inc.  that 


cultivates  3,050  acres  of  sugar  cane  in 
Iberville  and  Pointe  Coupee  parishes. 

Mr.  Gay  serves  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  chairs  the  Dedicated 
Research  Funding  Committee.  He  also 
serves  on  the  board  of  the  E.  J.  Gay  P 
&  M  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lower  Delta  Soil  and 
Water  Conservation  District,  Iberville 
Parish  Farm  Bureau  (past  president). 
Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  and  is 
secretary  of  the  Plaquemine  Rotary 
Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  and 
AG  Leaders  of  Louisiana.  He  is  married 
to  the  former  Karen  Richards  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  is  the  father  of  four  children; 
Lauren  11,. Sarah  9,  Jane  Reily  9,  and 
Katherine  7. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
congratulates  John  Gay  for  being 
selected  as  King  Sucrose  LII. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 

This  month's  article  is  a  repeat  of  the  speech  delivered  to  the  Australian  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  by  Dr.  Freddie  Martin,  Professor  and  Head  of  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  of  the  LSU  Agriculture  Center.  I  thought  the  history  and 
outlook  to  the  future  would  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

OPENING  ADDRESS 
AUSTRALIAN  SOCIETY  OF  SUGAR  CANE  TECHNOLOGISTS 

April  27,  1993 


F.  A.  MARTIN 

Professor  &  Head 

Sugar  Station/Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricuitural  Center 


Mr.  President,  Officers  of  the 
Australian  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  here  to  open  the 
fifteenth  conference  of  the  Australian 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists. 

With  your  indulgence,  I  shall  use 
this  occasion  to  briefly  review  the 
development  and  changes  in  sugarcane 
research  and  extension  in  Louisiana.  I 
shall  comment  on  recent  shifts  in  em- 
phasis, and  share  a  few  questions  that 
I  believe  people  who  plan  to  continue  in 
the  sugarcane  business  should  consider. 

PAST:  The  adage  that  it  takes 
money  to  make  money  was  relevant  dur- 
ing the  early  days  of  sugar  production 
in  Louisiana.  People  invested  in  large 
tracks  of  undeveloped  land  to  start 
sugar  plantations.  Those  in  the  sugar 
business  during  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  used  technology  that  was 
primitive  by  today's  standards  to  pro- 
duce sugar  and  amass  fortunes.  As  the 
numbers  of  sugar  producing  areas  in  the 
world  increased,  and  as  people  learned 


how  to  increase  the  production  of  cane 
and  the  recovery  of  sugar,  the  world  pro- 
duction of  sugar  increased  and  the  price 
decreased.  American  sugar  producers 
reacted  to  increased  sugar  supplies  from 
foreign  sources  by  organizing  and  using 
their  political  influence  to  have  tariffs 
imposed  on  sugar  imports. 

After  the  U.S.  Civil  War,  Louisiana 
cane  growers  turned  to  science  and 
technology  to  enhance  their  com- 
petitiveness. The  first  agricultural 
research  station  in  Louisiana  was 
started  by  cane  growers.  The  Louisiana 
Sugar  Experiment  Station  was  estab- 
lished in  the  fall  of  1885  as  a  private 
undertaking,  under  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Planters'  Asso- 
ciation. The  first  location  was  near  the 
current  site  of  the  New  Orleans  Inter- 
national Airport.  Other  sugarcane  areas 
to  develop  experiment  stations  included 
JAVA  in  1885,  HAWAII  in  1895,  and 
AUSTRALIA  in  1900. 

In  the  United  States  the  call  on 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


NAFTA  Update 

United  States,  Mexican,  and  Cana- 
dian negotiators  finally  reached  agree- 
ment August  13  on  the  contents  of  the 
long-awaited  side  agreements  to  the 
NAFTA  on  labor,  the  environment  and 
import  surges.  At  a  press  conference  to 
announce  the  agreements,  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Mickey  Kantor  stated 
that  specific  concerns  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry, as  well  as  other  sensitive  com- 
modity groups  such  as  citrus,  and  fruits 
and  vegetables,  were  not  addressed  in 
these  agreements,  but  he  said  that  the 
negotiators  "will  address  and  approach 
those  agricultural  issues  and  satisfy 
them."  Kantor  went  on  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  any  special  agreement  or  let- 
ter between  the  U.S.  and  Mexico  specif- 
ically on  sugar.  The  window  of  oppor- 
tunity for  a  future  agreement  on  sugar 
still  exists;  however,  because  the  text  of 
these  side  pacts  must  be  "scrubbed"  for 
legal  inconsistencies.  Then  implement- 
ing legislation  must  be  drafted  before 
the  entire  package  can  be  sent  to  Con- 
gress. Early  fall  is  the  Administration's 
target  period  for  sending  the  agreement 
to  the  Hill  for  implementation  still  to  oc- 
cur by  January  1, 1994.  Following  up  on 
two  items  from  the  August  "Update," 
first  of  all,  the  Clinton  Administration 
is  set  to  appoint  a  NAFTA  "Czar"  to 
help  push  the  agreement  through  Con- 
gress and  garner  support  for  it  from 
around  Washington  and  the  country. 
William  Daley,  a  Chicago  lawyer  and 
lobbyist,  will  work  as  coordinator  of  the 
Administration's  massive  public  rela- 
tions effort.  Secondly,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Environmental  Impact  Study 
ordered  by  a  U.S.  District  Court  Judge 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  that  would 
substantially  delay  implementation  of 
the  agreement,  USTR  is  currently 
preparing  material  on  environmental 
impact  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  with 


the  NAFTA  if  the  judge's  order  is  not 
reversed.  It  is  on  expedited  appeal  and 
sources  at  a  USTR  briefing  report  that 
USTR  expects  a  decision  on  the  appeal 
in  early  September. 


USDA  Issues  Marketing 
Allotments  Final  Allocations 

After  a  required  hearing  on 
marketing  allotments  held  at  the  USDA 
on  July  15,  the  Commodity  Credit  Cor- 
poration (CCC)  on  July  22  issued  the 
final  allocations  for  each  processor  in  the 
cane  and  beet  sectors.  In  responding  to 
statements  by  Charles  Thibaut  on 
behalf  of  all  the  cane  producers  and  pro- 
cessors calling  for  speedy  reassignment 
of  Hawaii's  deficit  in  its  allotment,  the 
CCC  reassigned  170,000  tons  of 
Hawaii's  allotment  to  Louisiana, 
Florida  and  Texas.  Thus,  Louisiana's 
revised  allotment,  plus  its  portion  of 
Hawaii's  reassignment,  has  its  total 
allotment  at  853,357  strv.  Florida's  total 
is  1,840,068  strv,  Texas'  total  is  121,899 
strv,  Hawaii's  total  is  710,662  strv,  and 
Puerto  Rico's  total  is  91,811  strv  for  a 
cane  industry  sector  total  allotment  of 
3,617,817  strv  or  46.6%  of  all  market- 
able sugar.  Thus,  the  beet  industry  sec- 
tor has  53.4%  of  the  entire  amount  of 
7,770,000  strv. 

The  League  submitted  further  com- 
ments on  the  marketing  allotment 
regulations  on  August  3  restating  the 
need  to  emphasize  past  marketings 
when  determining  overall  marketing 
allotments. 


Beet  Sugar  Companies  File  Suit 
Against  Department  of  Agriculture 

Minn-Dak  Farmers  Cooperative, 
Wahpeton,  ND;  American  Crystal 
Sugar    Company,    Moorhead,    MN; 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

HoCP  85-845  &  LEAF  SCALD  —  CLEAN  SEED  &  SANITATION  — 
MECHANICAL  CANE  PLANTERS 


Leaf  scald  was  found  in  Louisiana 
during  the  fall  of  1992  and  has  since 
been  reported  in  a  number  of  fields 
around  the  state.  There  is  some  knowl- 
edge about  the  spread  of  this  disease, 
but  very  little  is  known  about  the  effect 
on  yields  that  leaf  scald  will  have  on  cur- 
rent varieties.  The  industry  should  not 
become  alarmed  to  the  point  of  panic, 
but  should  be  cautious  about  the  possi- 
ble long  term  effects  of  this  disease. 
Because  leaf  scald  is  now  present  in  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry;  because 
many  scientists  are  still  uncertain  as  to 
the  actual  impact  this  disease  will  have 
on  our  current  varieties;  and  because 
leaf  scald  has  been  found  in  more  than 
25%  of  the  secondary  stations  in  HoCP 
85-845,  a  decision  has  been  made  NOT 
to  distribute  seed  cane  of  this  newly 
released  variety  during  1993.  Notices 
are  being  sent  out  to  those  growers  who 
applied  for  seed  cane  of  HoCP  85-845 
this  fall  that  this  decision  has  been 
reached.  Seed  cane  of  HoCP  85-845  will 
be  replanted  this  fall  on  the  secondary 
stations  and  a  decision  will  be  made 
next  year  on  possible  distribution  next 
fall.  There  is  no  data  to  indicate  any 
yield  reduction  from  leaf  scald  in  this  or 
any  other  variety  at  this  time,  but  it  is 
felt  that  the  industry  should  not  gamble 
on  a  new  disease  about  which  so  little 
is  known.  After  a  couple  of  seasons,  it 
is  hoped  that  more  information  will  be 
known  about  the  effect  of  leaf  scald  on 
our  current  varieties,  and  recommenda- 
tions can  return  to  some  degree  of 
normalcy. 

No  leaf  scald  has  been  found  in  LCP 
85-384  on  any  secondary  station.  There 
is  no  certainty  that  the  variety  is  not 
susceptible  to  leaf  scald,  but  no  evidence 


has  been  found  that  it  contracts  the 
disease  as  easily  as  HoCP  85-845.  The 
distribution  of  LCP  85-384  will  continue 
as  normal  during  1993  and  tests  on  both 
1985  series  varieties  will  continue  along 
with  numerous  other  canes  to  learn 
more  about  varietal  susceptibility. 

CLEAN  SEED  &  SANITATION 

Leaf  scald,  like  RSD,  is  a  disease 
caused  by  a  bacteria  and  can  be  spread 
rapidly  by  planting  infected  seed  or  by 
mechanical  means.  There  are  other 
methods  by  which  each  disease  may  be 
spread,  but  these  two  means  can  be  con- 
trolled to  some  extent.  Growers  should 
always  use  the  cleanest  seed  available 
on  their  farm  for  each  variety.  This  seed 
should  be  progeny  of  either  heat  treated 
seed  or  else  progeny  of  seed  cane  from 
some  other  clean  seed  program.  There 
is  no  substitute  for  clean  seed  and  the 
end  result  of  planting  diseased  seed  is 
the  possibility  of  reduced  yields  for  an 
entire  crop  cycle.  Growers  must  utilize 
clean  seed  of  all  varieties  if  they  intend 
to  produce  yields  that  will  allow  them 
to  stay  in  business. 

Sanitation  practices  are  often 
discussed  but  are  seldom  carried  out  in 
the  industry.  The  following  are  some 
thoughts  and  recommendations  about 
sanitation  that  have  been  used  in  the 
past  with  regards  to  RSD.  Based  upon 
observations  in  other  industries,  it  is 
assumed  that  these  practices  will  have 
some  impact  on  reducing  the  possible 
spread  of  leaf  scald. 

1.  Seed  plots  should  be  harvested 
separately  from  commercial  cane.  If 
seed  cane  is  being  harvested  during 

(Continued  on  page  23) 


SEPTEMBER,  1993 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Budget  Boners 

"Off-season"  is  a  term  used  in 
politics  to  indicate  the  period  between 
legislative  sessions.  The  term  usually 
means  a  period  of  relative  inactivity.  In 
the  past,  legislators  went  home  to  ex- 
plain to  their  constituents  what  they  did 
and  why  they  did  it.  Lobbyists  met  with 
their  clients  and  explained  what  hap- 
pened to  them  and  why.  Capital  staffers 
reintroduced  themselves  to  their 
families  and  settled  into  a  more  normal 
routine  at  work. 

Not  this  year!  Hellzapoppin  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  around  the  state  as  legisla- 
tors are  feeling  the  pressure  of  intense- 
ly interested  voters  in  their  districts. 
How  do  you  explain  that  you  voted  to  cut 
the  budget  to  the  absolute  bone  before 
you  voted  for  the  Governor's  taxes,  only 
to  hear  that  most  of  the  government 
agencies,  who  just  a  few  weeks  ago  were 
screaming  that  the  budget  had  been  cut 
so  deep  that  they  could  never  recover 
and  that  such  draconian  cuts  would 
leave  dependent  citizens  dying  in  the 
streets,  have  just  granted  merit  in- 
creases to  all  the  department's  em- 
ployees costing  millions  of  dollars  we 
didn't  think  we  had? 

Well,  you  don't  explain  such  things. 
At  least  not  satisfactorily.  What  they 
are  doing  is  getting  just  as  mad  as  the 
citizens  who  are  tired  of  sending  hard 
earned  bucks  to  Baton  Rouge  and 
Washington. 

Appropriations  Chairman  "Bo" 
Ackal  is  furious.  And  he's  asking  depart- 
ment heads  to  come  before  the  commit- 
tee again  to  explain  this  phenomenon. 
Committee  members  are  hot,  too. 

Part  of  the  problem  may  stem  from 


the  term  you've  heard  tossed  around  in 
Washington  as  well  as  in  Baton  Rouge; 
the  term  "continuation  budget".  A  "con- 
tinuation budget"  is  last  year's  budget 
(whether  it  was  all  spent  or  not)  plus 
salary  raises,  and  inflation  increases  in 
rent,  utilities,  and  program  expend- 
itures. This  is  where  people  start  when 
they  are  ready  to  cook  the  books  for  this 
year's  budget  begging. 

This  process  never  got  much  atten- 
tion before  but  since  the  state  tax 
revenues  are  not  going  up  as  fast  as  the 
state  expenditures,  lots  of  legislators 
and  media  folk  are  beginning  to  ask  em- 
barrassing questions  like  "why"  and 
"how  much".  The  double  talk  they  are 
getting  seems  to  be  wearing  thin. 

It  will  be  very  interesting  to  see  how 
the  budget  crisis  is  dealt  with  next  year. 

Casinoville 

The  Republicans  are  pushing  to 
have  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature 
called  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  law 
authorizing  the  proposed  casino  in  New 
Orleans.  If  they  get  a  third  of  the  Senate 
and  a  third  of  the  House  to  request  such 
a  special  session,  then  the  rules  require 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  circulate  a  peti- 
tion to  all  members  asking  their  opin- 
ion. Should  one-half  of  each  chamber 
agree,  then  the  session  must  be  called. 

While  the  original  vote  establishing 
the  law  was  passed  by  a  fairly  narrow 
margin,  repeal  bills  since  then  have  all 
failed. 

There  are  those  who  think  the 
events  surrounding  the  awarding  of  the 
license  for  the  casino  are  becoming  in- 
creasingly suspicious  and  they  estimate 

(Continued  on  page  30) 
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Anal-new  breed  of  power 


Introducing  two  new  high-clearance 
tractors  built  to  roll  through  your 
muddiest  cane  fields  with  ease:  the 
new  75-hp  6300  and  85-hp  6400. 

Optional  Caster/Action™ 
mechanical  fi*ont  wheel  drive 
delivers  tight  turns  in  all  tread 
settings...plus,  you  get  improved 
traction  and  26  inches  of  clearance 
under  the  fi*ont  axle. 

Two  all-new  transmissions: 
choose  either  the  economical, 
fiilly  synchronized  12-speed 


SynchroPlus™  transmission  or 
optional,  powershiftable  16-speed 
PowrQuad™  Transmission.  Add 
optional  creeper  and  go  as  slow 
as  13  feet  per  minute. 

Plus,  you  get  all-new  hydraulics, 
an  all-new  engine,  and 
an  all-new  cab.  See  us 
for  details  now. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRA  TION: 

The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co.         Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonvilie,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (504)  473-9861  (318)  365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(31 8)  828-1 332  (31 8)  643-2249 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  UPDATE 


The  "veto"  power  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  and 
Chancellor  of  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  had  over  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Quality  (LSEQ)  rules  and 
regulations  has  been  revoked  by  Act  173 
of  1993,  and  reduced  to  a  mere  "ad- 
visory" status.  That  change  was  re- 
quested of  the  Legislature  by  LDEQ  on 
the  pretense  that  such  change  was 
needed,  along  with  a  package  of 
legislative  enactments,  in  order  for 
LDEQ  to  be  granted  authority  from  U.S. 
EPA  to  issue  wastewater  discharge  per- 
mits under  the  egis  of  the  Federal 
NPDES  Program.  Actually,  agricultural 
interests  were  not  always  consulted  by 
the  LDEQ  before  promulgating  rules  af- 
fecting agriculture,  exemplified  by  the 
recent  and  grossly  unfair  Waste  Tire 
Rule,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  Act 
173  will  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  Agri- 
culture Industry. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  see  any  benefit 
accruing  to  the  Sugar  Industry  if  LDEQ 
should  be  delegated  authority  to  issue 
NPDES  permits.  The  stated  purpose  of 
attaining  such  delegation  is  to  eliminate 
the  need  for  industries,  such  as  sugar 
mills  and  refineries,  to  obtain  both  State 
and  Federal  wastewater  discharge  per- 
mits, allegedly  saving  time  and  money. 
However,  sugar  mills  have  had  little  dif- 
ficulty complying  with  Federal  NPDES 
permit  requirements  and  there  is  no 
charge  for  receiving  and  maintaining  a 
Federal  permit.  The  major  problem  in 
the  past  has  been  complying  with  State 
(LDEQ)  imposed  effluent  limitations 
that  are  sometimes  more  stringent  than 


Federal  Effluent  Guidelines  for  the 
Sugar  Industry.  Obtaining  Federal 
delegation  of  NPDES  autority  probably 
will  not  help  the  situation.  The  only 
thing  that  is  certain  is  that  State  per- 
mit issuance  and  annual  maintenance 
fees  will  undoubtedly  go  up  to  cover  the 
additional  cost  of  doing  the  Federal 
paperwork,  and  the  discharge  permit 
fees  are  already  excessive. 

One  piece  of  good  news  from  LDEQ 
is  that  1993  fee  assessments  for  emis- 
sion of  criteria  air  pollutants,  based  ac- 
tual emissions  during  prior  years,  will 
be  raised  to  only  $9.00  per  ton  from  last 
year's  rate  of  $7.00  per  ton.  This  is  good 
news  because  the  1992  Federal  Clean 
Air  Act  Amendments  say  that  States 
should  charge  at  least  $25,00  per  ton.  At 
least  someone  at  LDEQ  is  trying  to  keep 
costs  down  to  what  is  actually  necessary 
to  operate  an  effective  pollution  control 
program. 

In  the  matter  of  emission  fees,  infor- 
mation on  preparation  of  the  mandatory 
annual  emission  inventory  update  for 
calendar  year  1992  has  not  as  yet  been 
sent  out  to  sugar  mills  or  any  other  in- 
dustry. The  LDEQ  reporting  program  is 
behind  schedule  due  to  a  change  in 
regulations  and  the  untimely  death  of 
a  key  LDEQ  staff  member.  The  revised 
regulation  is  expected  to  become  effec- 
tive October  20,  1993,  and  it  is  likely 
that  submittal  of  annual  reports  will  be 
required  promptly  thereafter. 

Work  in  implementing  the  recently 
Revised  Solid  Waste  Regulations  con- 
tinues. Guidelines  from  the  Secretary  of 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


CANE  HARVESTING  AND  QUALITY 


"The  1971  wet  cane  harvesting 
season,  with  its  muddy  field  conditions, 
resulted  in  large  volumes  of  field  soil  be- 
ing brought  in  to  the  factory,  with  ac- 
companying processing  problems.  This 
has  caused  the  attention  of  the  Louis- 
iana cane  sugar  industry  to  be  focused 
on  the  combine  cut-chop  method  of  cane 
harvesting,  which  could  be  a  possible 
alternative  to  the  present  whole  stalk 
cane  harvesting." 

The  year  given  above  is  correct  — 
this    statement    is    taken    from    the 
abstract  of  a  M.S.  thesis  written  in  1974, 
under  the  supervision  of  John  Seip,  by 
a  student  who  is  now  the  Fabrication 
Superintendent  of  a  Louisiana  sugar 
mill.  His  work  was  part  of  a  cooperative 
study  initiated  in  1972,  involving  the 
American    Sugar    Cane    League,    the 
U.S.D.A.  Station  at  Houma  and  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Factory.  Current  con- 
I  cerns,  especially  after  Hurricane  An- 
drew and  the  wet  1992  season,  are  not 
new  but  are  made  more  urgent  by  the 
i  high  costs  and  effort  required  in  cane 
washing  and  mud  handling  and  also  the 
i  impending  changes  in  regulations  con- 
i  cerning  cane  harvesting.  Much  work 
I  has  been  done,  both  in  Louisiana  and 
elsewhere,  on  the  impact  of  harvesting 
systems  on  cane  quality  and  I  will  at- 
tempt to  summarize  and  clarify  some  of 
the  factors  involved. 

Several  trials  of  alternative  cane 
^  harvesting  and  handling  systems  are 
anticipated  this  year.  If  useful  data  are 
to  be  obtained  from  these  trials  then  con- 
siderable care  must  be  taken  in  their 


planning  and  execution.  Field  losses  in 
any  system  need  to  be  minimized  but 
not  by  bringing  the  whole  field  to  the 
factory.  Any  good  harvesting  system 
must  be  able  to  differentiate  between 
cane  and  non-cane.  It  must  be  clearly 
recognized  that  non-cane  material 
reduces  factory  output  and  efficiency 
and  also  increases  factory  costs.  Com- 
prehensive data  on  this  subject  are 
available  from  several  major  cane  in- 
dustries, but  there  is  no  comparable 
data  for  Louisiana.  A  crucial  factor  in 
Louisiana  is  that,  due  to  the  probable 
freeze  at  the  end  of  the  crop,  continuous 
operation  is  essential  and  the  harvest 
does  not  stop  for  bad  weather,  as  is  the 
practice  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

Any  change  in  the  harvesting 
system  can  be  thought  of  from  two 
aspects.  First,  the  agronomic  impacts  of 
new  systems  and  equipment  (yield,  stub- 
bling  ability,  field  damage,  etc.)  and  the 
actual  harvesting  costs.  Second,  the 
quality  of  the  material  delivered  at  the 
mill  for  processing.  It  is  the  latter  aspect 
that  I  am  primarily  concerned  with  now 
and  this  may  be  broken  down  into  two 
separate  areas  for  consideration.  First, 
the  composition  of  the  material  as  it  is 
produced  by  the  harvester,  and  second, 
the  higher  rates  of  deterioration  of 
chopped  cane  if  there  is  any  delay  in 
delivery,  especially  under  warm  and  wet 
conditions.  The  potential  deterioration 
can  be  avoided  by  tight  control  of  the 
harvesting  and  delivery  schedule.  The 
composition  of  fresh  material  delivered 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  TW  18'  Tandem  Disc,  with  24"  blades.  Excellent  Condition, 
Field  Ready  —  $2,500.  2  —  Thomson  Hercules  Cane  Loader  Mounted  on  Allis  Chalmers 
D19  Tractor,  Good  Condition  —  $5,000.  Call  John  Falcon  at  (504)  473-7169  or  (504) 
473-6162.  

FOR  SALE:  1—3  Row  Cameco  Shaver;  2— Int  Hi  Clearance  966;  2— Single  Axle  Transfer 
Carts.  Call  (318)  856-4622  or  (318)  856-9466. 


FOR  SALE:  John  Deere  2800  7-bottom  Mold  Board  plow  with  colters.  Fully  hydraulic 
—  $5,000.  Call  (504)  659-2289  or  (504)  545-8718. 


FOR  SALE:  1981  Thompson  Harvester  with  Hydrostatic  Transmission,  remodeled  front 
end  and  center  carrier  and  180  hp  JD  engine;  1  —  JD  40-20  Tractor  with  saddle  tanks 
and  rear  tank,  spray  rig;  1  —  2  wheel  drive  self  propelled  Thompson  Loader  with  Ditcher; 
1  —  Remy  Transloader  on  F750  Diesel  Truck;  2  —  Transloader  Wagons;  1  —  3294  Case 
Int'l;  1—15'  Bushhog.  Call  (504)  446-6817  between  12:00  p.m.  and  8:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  Int'l  856  High  Clearance  —  $5,000;  Int'l  1086  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l 
1486  Row  Crop  —  $7,500;  Int'l  1066  Row  Crop  —  $7,500.  Call  C  &  8  Farms  at  (504) 
545-3170  or  (504)  545-3731. 


FOR  SALE:  1-3  Row  Thomson  PTO  Drive  Shaver  like  new.  Call  (504)  446-1129. 


FOR  SALE:  4440  Row  Crop  P.S.  Cab,  Duals,  Quick  Hitch  —  $18,000.00.  Call  night  only 
(504)  785-1078. 

FOR  SALE:  IH  1066  High  Crop,  IH  806  High  Crop,  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown 
1200,  White  2-60,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row 
—  Broussard  Harvester,  3208  Catapiller  Engine,  2—480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2-Mechanical 
Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford),  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call 
Joseph  Boudreaux  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  1—1972  Cameco  Harvester  —  $5,800;  1—1097  Hi  Clearance  AC  190 
with  Broussard  Loader  —  $3,800;  2  —  Used  4'  Planters  —  $1,800  each;  40'  x  100' 
Building  Frame  no  tin  —  $3,000  each;  1  —  6'  Cane  Crab  for  Escavator  —  $2,800;  24 
Budd  Wheels,  10  x  22  —  $30  each.  Call  (318)  879-2054  or  (318)  879-2494. 


FOR  SALE:  8'  Corrugated  Copper  Steel  Culverts;  12'  sections  can  be  joined  for  longer 
lengths.  Call  Frank  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  836-5583  or  (318)  836-5873. 


FOR  SALE:  2  new  Goodyear  20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  $750.00  each  OR  2  used  Goodyear 
20.8  R38  R  &  C  Tires  10  to  15%  ware  $625.00  each.  Call  Talbot  Farms  at  (504)  447-7221 . 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-Row  Cane  Cutter;  JD  Engine;  24.5  x  32  Tires;  Cab  &  Air.  Call 
(318)  369-3213  day  or  (318)  365-7977  night. 


FOR  SALE:  —  Int'l  1066  Hi-Clearance;  1  —  Prentice  Transloader;  2  —  40'  x  20'  Cane 
Planter  Aides;  1  —  Taylor  Fertilizer  Spreader  Cart;  1  —  "V"  Ditcher.  Call  (318)  276-4474 
or  (318)  276-6701  after  5:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1 988  Deutz  Allis  71 20,  cab  &  air,  20.8  x  38  tires,  1 900  hrs.  Still  Under  War- 
ranty. Call  Segura  Farms  at  (318)  367-1602. 

(ADDITIONAL  CLASSIFIED  ADS  ON  PAGE  22) 
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The  Effects  of  NAFTA  (as  proposed) 
on  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry 

**  by  Tim  Burley 


Introduction 

The  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA)  is  being  developed 
as  a  catalyst  to  enhance,  as  its  name 
suggests,  free  trade  between  Canada, 
Mexico  and  the  United  States.  This 
paper  provides  a  brief  description  of  the 
objectives  of  this  Agreement,  how  it 
relates  to  existing  trade  agreements,  the 
intra-governmental  effects,  and  a  listing 
of  its  provisions. 

All  types  of  industries  are  affected 
by  such  an  all  encompassing  trade  pact 
as  NAFTA,  and  the  United  States  sugar 
industry  is  no  exception.  The  strategic 
significance  of  sugar  as  a  food  commodi- 
ty and  its  other  essential  uses  merit  this 
sweetener's  specific  mention  in  the 
Agriculture  provision  of  NAFTA.  There 
is  currently  a  sound  sugar  industry  in 
Louisiana.  However,  the  continued 
viability  of  this  industry  is  uncertain  in 
light  of  existing  stipulations  of 
NAFTA's  Agriculture  Provision.  An 
elaboration  on  this  industry,  including 
the  source  of  sugar,  the  industry  history, 
sugar  production  and  processing,  and 
the  economic  impact  on  the  State  of 
Louisiana  is  discussed. 

The  counter-part  of  the  United 
States  sugar  industry  in  the  proposed 


NAFTA  is  the  sugar  industry  of  Mexico. 
This  paper  discusses  the  size  of  Mexico's 
industry,  along  with  its  primary  type  of 
ownership  and  these  owners'  other 
business  interests.  Current  users  of 
Mexican  sugar  and  the  availability  of 
sugar  substitutes  are  of  primary  con- 
cern, not  only  Louisiana's  sugar  in- 
dustry, but  to  the  entire  United  States 
industry. 

The  Agriculture  Provision  of 
NAFTA,  as  it  pertains  to  the  Mexican 
sugar  industry,  addresses  progressive 
trade  liberalization  with  the  United 
States.  Under  the  proposed  NAFTA, 
Mexico's  status  as  a  sugar  importer  will 
be  changed  to  that  of  a  "net  exporter", 
and  Mexico  will  have  virtually  unlim- 
ited access  to  the  United  States  sugar 
market.""  This  paper  discusses  the 
obligations  of  Mexico,  in  view  of  this 
consideration. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  paper  is 
to  discuss  the  impact  of  NAFTA  on  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  and  to  clarify 
recommendations  made  by  various  sec- 
tors of  the  domestic  sugar  industry  for 
dealing  with  its  adverse  effects.  The 
directive  of  the  domestic  industry's  ef- 
forts is  eliminating  unfair  advantages 
given  to  Mexico's  sugar  industry. 
(Continued  on  page  27) 


The  definition  of  "net  exporter"  is  given  in  the  section  of  this  paper  addressing  the  provisions  of 
NAFTA  pertinent  to  Mexican  sugar.  Additionally,  the  methodology  of  reconciling  the  variance  be- 
tween projected  and  actual  sugar  surplus,  in  a  marketing  year,  is  given. 

NOTE:  The  author  is  a  graduate  assistant  in  the  Masters  of  Business  Administration  (MBA)  Program 
at  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  (USL)  in  Lafayette,  Louisiana.  Mr.  Buriey  holds  a  B.S. 
in  Agriculture  from  USL.  Correspondence  or  inquiries  may  be  directed  to  Tim  Burley,  P.O.  Box  382, 
Youngsville,  LA  70592.  Other  contributions  to  the  article  have  been  provided  by  Janet  D.  Payne,  PhD., 
Department  of  Economics  and  Finance,  USL;  Fred  Y.  Clark,  Sterling  Sugars  Inc.,  Franklin,  Louisiana; 
and  Daniel  P.  Viator,  PhD.,  Triple  V  Farms,  Youngsville,  Louisiana.  This  article  will  conclude  in  the 
October  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 
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Succession  Sugarcane  In  Louisiana 


By  E.  P.  Dunigan 


Succession  planting  of  sugarcane  is 
becoming  more  and  more  prevalent 
among  Louisiana  sugarcane  growers. 
Dr.  Ed  Dunigan,  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  Agronomy  Dept.  Head  explains 
succession  planting  as  replanting  a  field 
immediately  after  harvesting  the  first  or 
second  stubble  crop  rather  than  letting 
it  remain  fallow  for  a  year  before 
planting. 

Dunigan  cites  the  work  of  Dr.  Ray 
Ricaud  and  Mr.  Allen  Arceneaux,  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  Agronomists  as 
pioneering  research  in  this  area.  They 
have  been  active  in  sugarcane  research 
for  many  years. 

Ricaud  and  Arceneaux  feel  that 
although  one  year  fallowing  following 
three  years  of  cane  growth  was 
necessary  in  the  past,  this  land  was  not 
only  non-productive  but  was  costly  to 
maintain.  However,  with  the  availabili- 
ty of  new  herbicides  and  an  increase  in 
precision  land  leveling,  the  need  for 
fallow-year  land  preparation  has 
decreased  greatly. 

The  ease  of  succession  planting  on 
limited  acreages  has  also  increased  with 
the  introduction  of  more  efficient 
mechanical  planters  and  two-row 
harvesters. 

Early  research  indicated  that  succes- 
sion cane  produced  lower  yields  than 
fallow-planted  cane.  Ricaud  felt  that  this 
was  probably  due  to  the  decreased 
nutrient  status  of  the  soil  after  2-3  years 
of  growing  cane  on  it. 

Disease  and  insect  populations  also 
were  observed  to  build  up  during  the 
previous  crop  cycle. 

He  also  feels  that  early  attempts  at 
succession  planting  resulted  in  hurried, 
sometimes  poor  land  preparation  when 


this    was    done    immediately    after 
harvesting. 

Dunigan  says  that  approximately  10 
years  ago  Ricaud  and  Arceneaux  set  out 
to  solve  this  problem.  They  planned  a 
program  to  assess  seed  bed  preparation 
as  well  as  fertilizer  and  soil  pesticide 
needs  for  succession-planted  sugarcane. 

After  evaluating  several  methods  of 
land  preparation,  Ricaud  advocates 
shaving  and  then  rototilling  the  existing 
rows  to  destroy  the  old  cane  stubble.  The 
rows  are  then  subsoiled  to  break  up  any 
hardpan.  This  is  usually  18-20  inches 
deep  and  effectively  reduces  soil  compac- 
tion problems.  The  rows  are  then  rebuilt 
with  a  disk  chopper,  culti-packed,  and 
furrowed  for  planting  in  a  normal 
manner. 

Preparation  of  the  existing  rows  con- 
serves soil  moisture  and  requires  less 
time  than  redrawing  the  rows. 

Ricaud  is  emphatic  about  the  in- 
creased fertilizer  needs  of  succession 
cane.  Fall  fertilizer  applications  of  90 
pounds  per  acre  of  nitrogen,  phosphorus 
and  potash  in  the  planting  furrow  are 
necessary  for  maximum  cane  yields.  He 
is  still  running  tests  to  determine  if  this 
fall  fertilizer  rate  can  be  decreased  and 
still  maintain  the  highest  economic 
yield.  Preliminary  experiments  indicate 
that  the  rate  may  be  decreased  to  45  lbs. 
per  acre  of  each  of  these  nutrients  with 
a  higher  net  profit  than  can  be  obtained 
from  the  increased  rate.  Rates  below  45 
lbs.  per  acre  however  are  too  low  and 
decrease  net  dollar  returns.  Normal 
spring  fertilizer  application  is  still 
necessary  but  increasing  these  spring 
application  rates  without  the  fall  fer- 
tilization does  not  increase  yields. 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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science  and  technology  for  a  better 
future  was  not  unique  to  sugarcane.  The 
Hatch  Act  of  1887  instituted  federal  sup- 
port for  agricultural  research  through  a 
system  of  state  agricultural  experiment 
stations  that  were  administered  through 
each  state's  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical University.  The  Sugar  Experiment 
Station  was  transferred  to  Louisiana 
State  University  in  1887  and  became 
one  of  the  first  stations  in  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Stations.  The 
Sugar  Station  was  moved  to  Audubon 
Park  in  1889.  Research  at  the  Sugar 
Station  was  directed  at  the  production 
and  processing  of  sugarcane.  It  was  soon 
realized  that  if  the  new  knowledge  was 
to  be  used,  it  must  be  taught.  According- 
ly, the  Audubon  Sugar  School  was 
begun  as  a  private  sugar  school  in  1891. 
Five  years  later,  in  1896,  Louisiana 
State  University  assumed  responsibility 


of  the  school  at  the  present  campus  of 
Louisiana  State  University,  which  was 
dedicated  as  the  Great  Agricultural 
University  in  1925.  The  Sugar  Experi- 
ment Station  was  moved  to  the  new 
L.S.U.  campus.  The  Sugar  Station 
would  now  be  responsible  for  variety 
testing.  Some  faculty  members  were 
assigned  to  other  academic  depart- 
ments. For  instance  the  sugar  process- 
ing group  became  the  nucleus  for  the 
development  of  the  Chemical  Engineer- 
ing Department  and  the  agricultural 
group  was  split  to  develop  the  Botany 
and  Agronomy  Departments.  The 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture opened  a  federal  sugarcane  station 
at  Houma,  Louisiana  in  1924. 

After  WORLD  WAR  II,  the  petro- 
chemical industry  dominated  the  Lou- 
isiana economy.  Louisiana  politicians 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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used  revenues  from  natural  resources, 
particularly  oil,  to  build  and  fund  many 
campuses  for  higher  education  and 
research.  The  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 
dustry reaped  the  benefits  of  publicly 
funded  research  through  the  1970's. 
Sugar  lost  favor  at  the  university  dur- 
ing the  oil  boom  decades.  Louisiana  was 
dominated  by  the  petrochemistry  in- 
dustry and  sugar  engineering  soon 
became  relegated  to  one  faculty  member 
in  the  Chemical  Engineering  Depart- 
ment. The  Audubon  Sugar  Factory 
ceased  operations  in  the  mid  1960's.  In 
the  mid  1970's  the  Audubon  Sugar  Fac- 
tory was  changed  to  the  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  with  a  mission  of  conducting 
basic  processing  research.  The  intention 
was  to  build  an  international  center  for 
sugar  processing  research. 

As  the  oil  reserves  and  the  price  of 
oil  dropped  in  the  early  1980's,  so  did  the 
state's  budget.  Fortunately,  the  Louis- 
iana sugarcame  industry  began  to  fund 
research  conducted  by  University  and 
USDA  scientist.  Unfortunately,  infla- 
tion and  cuts  in  the  state  budget  have 
reduced  our  sugarcane  research  funds 
faster  than  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 


dustry can  shore  up  the  shortfalls.  Some 
restructuring  has  resulted,  including 
the  combining  of  variety  testing  and  pro- 
cessing groups  in  the  Sugar  Station  and 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  Research  pro- 
grams are  staffed  and  funded  below  op- 
timum levels.  This  is  causing  shifts  in 
research  priorities.  For  instance,  ten 
years  ago  we  set  two  research  objectives 
for  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Breeding 
Program.  The  priority  objective  was  to 
develop  varieties  for  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  and  the  second 
priority  was  to  improve  the  efficiency  of 
resource  utilization  in  the  breeding  pro- 
gram. Budget  cuts  have  forced  us  to  be 
more  concerned  with  efficient  use  of 
resources  than  with  achieving  max- 
imum rate  of  genetic  gain.  Researchers 
are  being  asked  to  generate  more  of  the 
budget  through  grants.  In  many  in- 
stances, researchers  must  decide 
whether  to  try  to  continue  to  research 
an  important  area  with  limited  funds  or 
redirect  their  programs  to  become  com- 
petitive for  available  grants. 

EXTENSION:  In  the  early  years  of 
agricultural  research  it  was  realized 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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that  a  mechanism  for  disseminating  the 
new  knowledge  to  the  agricultural  pro- 
duction community  was  lacking.  Accord- 
ing, the  Smith-Lever  Act  of  the  United 
States  Congress  established  the 
Cooperative  Extension  Service.  By  plac- 
ing Extension  in  the  university  system, 
a  mechanism  of  bringing  the  universi- 
ty to  the  people  was  created.  The  people 
were  situated  in  rural  communities, 
therefore  programs  were  designed 
accordingly.  Extension  activities  in- 
cluded: field  days  for  demonstrations  on 
new  production  methods  to  the  farmers; 
home  demonstrations  for  teaching  new 
methods  of  food  preservation  and 
preparation  to  the  home  makers;  4-H 
Clubs  for  teaching  life  skills  to  the 
youth.  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
has  had  a  tremendous  impact  on  the 
U.S.A.  rural  community. 

Over  the  years  demographics  have 
changed.  Population  growth  has  been  in 
cities.  There  has  been  unprecedented 
development  in  communications  tech- 
nology. However,  the  traditional  Exten- 
sion System  of  person  to  person  delivery 
to  people  in  rural  communities  has  been 
slow  to  change.  As  the  portion  of  the 
population  that  is  served  by  Extension 
Service  diminishes,  so  does  political  sup- 
port for  the  system. 

CHANGING  ATTITUDES:  Most 
city  dwellers  are  no  longer  concerned 
about  agriculture.  The  background 
assumption  is,  there  is  and  always  will 
be  an  abundance  of  food.  Not  very  long 
ago,  many  city  dwellers  visited  their 
country  cousins.  People  knew  where 
their  food  came  from  and  appreciated 
the  uncertainties  of  agricultural  produc- 
tion. Assisting  farmers  after  cata- 
strophic weather  events  was  considered 
to  be  in  the  national  interest.  Many 
Americans  now  view  farming  as  cor- 
porate agribusiness  and  have  little  or  no 
sympathy  for  farmers  whose  crops  are 


destroyed  by  inclement  weather.  How 
did  this  change  in  attitude  come  about? 

When  I  was  a  graduate  student  in 
the  late  1960's,  the  concern  of  agricul- 
tural research  was  feeding  the  masses 
of  the  world.  National  granting  agencies 
were  funding  research  to  understand  the 
physiology  and  biochemistry  of  crop 
plants  and  the  pests  that  attacked  them. 
There  was  hope  that  the  basic  under- 
standing would  translate  into  increased 
production.  The  assumption  was  that  in- 
creased production  would  be  absorbed  in 
the  market  at  current  prices.  This  would 
result  in  increased  profit  per  unit  of  pro- 
duction. In  reality,  the  increased  produc- 
tion has  often  exceeded  the  rate  of  in- 
creased demand  and  resulted  in  de- 
pressed prices.  The  new  technology  re- 
quired additional  expenditures.  To  sur- 
vive, farmers  had  to  learn  to  use  the  new 
technology  and  often  had  to  expand  the 
size  of  their  operations.  As  some  farmers 
became  more  efficient,  the  inefficient 
fell  by  the  wayside.  As  a  result,  fewer 
producers  have  heavy  investments 
to  produce  more  commodity  at 
lower  profit  per  unit  of  production. 
Farm  size  is  increasing,  the  numbers  of 
American  farmers  are  dwindling,  and 
American  agriculture  is  on  an  eroding 
political  base. 

BENEFICIARY:  Who  has  reaped 
the  benefits  of  agricultural  research? 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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While  the  respective  industries  may 
have  realized  short  term  benefits,  the 
long  term  benefits  have  been  realized  by 
the  consumers.  The  American  con- 
sumer, and  most  consumers  throughout 
the  world,  currently  enjoy  an  abundance 
of  high  quality  food  at  the  lowest  cost  in 
history. 

RECENT  SHIFTS:  As  the  number 
of  people  on  the  planet  continues  to  in- 
crease, the  major  concern  has  shifted  to 
protecting  the  environment.  The  em- 
phasis of  agricultural  research  has 
shifted  from  increasing  yields  to  sustain- 
ing yields  with  minimized  impact  on  the 
environment.  An  increasing  portion  of 
agricultural  research  dollars  is  being 
spent  on  studying  the  environmental 
impact  of  production  agriculture. 
"Bridging  Food  Production  and  En- 
vironmental Protection"  is  the  theme 
driving  the  development  of  sustainable 
agriculture  systems.  Results  from  these 
studies  are  being  incorporated  into  a 
growing  list  of  "Best  Management  Prac- 
tices" that  American  farmers  are  en- 
couraged to  follow.  For  instance,  a  cane 
farmer  in  the  United  States  must  be 
licensed  to  purchase  and  use  pesticides 
and  must  keep  records  of  pesticide  use. 
Farmers  are  not  only  stewards  of  their 
land,  they  are  stewards  of  the  environ- 
ment. I  believe  the  cane  industry  must 
take  a  stewardship  posture.  The  in- 
dustry can  not  afford  to  stand  idly  by  as 
uniformed  individuals  conduct  their  af- 
fairs in  a  manner  that  can  have  serious 
consequences.  If  members  of  the  in- 
dustry, both  individually  and  collective- 
ly, don't  manage  their  affairs  respons- 
ibly, the  result  could  very  well  be  more 
government  involvement  in  manage- 
ment activities. 

FUTURE:  What  will  the  cane 
business  be   like   in  the   next  ten  or 


twenty  years?  I  often  ask  my  friends  in 
Louisiana  who  believe  that  they  will  be 
in  business  in  the  future,  "what  are  the 
assumptions  in  your  plans?  Who  else 
will  be  in  the  business?  What  new 
knowledge  and  technology  will  you 
need?  Are  you  asking  your  research 
organizations  to  develop  technology  that 
will  allow  you  to  produce  more  sugar 
with  current  levels  of  spending?  Or,  are 
you  asking  for  knowledge  and  tech- 
nology that  will  allow  you  to  produce 
more  sugar  with  current  levels  of  spend- 
ing? Or,  are  you  asking  for  knowledge 
and  technology  that  will  allow  you  to 
maintain  your  level  of  production  while 
lowering  your  costs  of  production?  Are 
you  planning  to  produce  just  sugar  from 
sugarcane,  or  are  you  asking  research- 
ers to  develop  new  products  from  the 
cane  plant  and  its'  constituents?" 

I  believe  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
with  more  emphasis  on  the  environ- 
ment, there  will  be  pressure  to  develop 
sugarcane  varieties  that  can  be  pro- 
duced with  little  use  of  chemicals. 
Where  will  sugarcane  breeders  get 
genes  for  increased  resistance  and  com- 
petitiveness? Are  we  willing  to  assume 
that  genes  will  be  designed  in 
laboratories  or  should  we  conserve  ex- 
isting sources  of  potentially  useful 
genes?  The  International  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  has  sponsored 
many  expeditions  to  gather  and  con- 
serve sugarcane  germplasm.  There  has 
been  far  more  effort  in  collecting  than 
in  characterizing  and  adequately  main- 
taining the  germplasm.  I  am  currently 
chairman  of  the  ISSCT  Germplasm 
Committee.  The  theme  of  our  next 
workshop  is  Germplasm  Preservation. 
We  are  suggesting  to  all  of  the  world's 
cane    industries    if   the    cane    sugar 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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business  is  in  your  long  term  plans,  then 
it  is  in  your  best  interest  to  have  your 
research  organizations  actively  par- 
ticipate in  an  international  effort  to 
characterize  and  preserve  sugarcane 
germplasm.  There  are  other  areas  that 
could  be  approached  through  interna- 
tional cooperation.  There  is  a  fledgling 
consortium  for  international  cooperation 
in  sugarcane  biotechnology  research. 
Similarly,  there  could  be  international 
cooperation  to  address  sugarcane 
utilization  research  and  other  research 
areas  from  which  the  results  would  be 
universally  applicable. 

AUSTRALIA:  Over  the  years,  and 
particularly  during  the  past  three 
months,  I  have  enjoyed  learning  about 
the  Australian  sugar  industry.  Your  in- 
dustry is  second  to  none.  Through  in- 
novation and  hard  work  you  have  sur- 
vived difficult  times  and  learned  to  be 
very  efficient  at  producing  sugar.  You 
are  masters  in  the  sugar  business.  You 
have  world  class  research  scientists 
generating  knowledge  and  technology 
and  excellent  extension  officers  who  get 
the  knowledge  and  technology  to  the 
end  users. 

Have  you  considered  showing  off 
your  industry  by  hosting  an  ISSCT  Con- 
gress? What  are  the  risks?  Consider  that 
the  tourist  industry  accommodates 
millions  of  international  tourist  who 
travel  the  highways  through  your  cane 
country.  Do  you  believe  the  ISSCT 
would  be  a  greater  risk?  If  you  are  con- 
cerned about  foreign  competitors  garn- 
ishing the  latest  cane  production  or  pro- 
cessing technology,  consider  that  there 
are  companies  on  every  continent,  in- 
cluding Australia,  that  are  ready  and 
anxious  to  help  foreign  competitors  gain 
access  to  the  latest  technology.  I  believe 


it  is  possible  to  host  a  Congress  without 
jeopardizing  trade  secrets. 

Finally,  I  commend  the  Program 
Committee  of  the  Australian  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  for  putting 
together  a  program  that  surely  will  be 
informative,  stimulating,  and  excellent. 

I  hereby  declare  the  Fifteenth  Con- 
ference of  the  Australian  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  open. 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

Agriculture  on  Best  Management  Prac- 
tices (BMP's)  for  solid  wastes  is  expected 
shortly,  and  operators  will  be  required 
to  submit  a  Best  Management  Practices 
Plan  (BMPP)  for  each  sugar  mill  by 
September  of  1994,  and  full  implemen- 
tation of  this  plan  must  be  achieved  by 
the  1995  grinding  season. 

For  the  1993  grinding  season,  com- 
pliance with  air  and  water  pollution  con- 
trol regulations  and  absence  of  public 
nuisance  will  be  the  primary  tests  of 
compliance  with  Solid  Waste  Regula- 
tions. In  other  words,  if  sugar  mill  opera- 
tions do  not  cause  neighbors  to  complain 
about  odors  or  smoke,  and  do  not  cause 
or  aggravate  any  stream  pollution  prob- 
lems and  do  not  leave  a  mess  on  public 
roads  or  neighboring  property,  there 
should  be  no  threat  of  solid  waste  cita- 
tions or  fines.  However,  operations  dur- 
ing the  1993  grinding  season  should  be 
carefully  observed  to  determine  the 
most  efficient  means  of  achieving  com- 
pliance with  BMP  guidelines,  so  as  to 
expedite  transition  to  the  new  solid 
waste  management  system  in  1994  and 
1995. 
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Southern  Minnesota  Beet  Sugar 
Cooperative,  Renville,  MN;  and  Monitor 
Sugar  Company,  Bay  City,  MI;  have 
filed  a  suit  against  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Mike  Espy  which  attempts 
to  prohibit  the  Secretary  from  in- 
stituting marketing  allotments  as 
stipulated  by  the  sugar  provision  of  the 
1990  Farm  Bill.  The  plaintiffs  charge 
that  the  allotments  were  "not  estab- 
lished because  sugar  imports  were  below 
1.25  million  tons,  but  because  sugar  pro- 
ducers in  other  areas  of  the  country  had 
threatened  forfeit  on  government  loans 
unless  the  USDA  found  a  way  to  raise 
sugar  prices."  The  suit  seeks  to  deter- 
mine the  legality  of  this  reasoning  by 
the  Department.  In  addition,  they  claim 
that  the  Secretary  has  refused  to  waive 
the  penalty,  a  fine  equal  to  three  times 
the  market  value  of  over-allocation 
sugar  that  is  marketed,  for  those  pro- 
cessors who  have  already  marketed 
sugar  in  excess  of  their  yearly 
allocation. 

Congressional  Rebuttal  of 
GAO  Report  Circulated 

Congresswoman  Patsy  Mink  (D-HI) 
has  responded  to  the  flawed  GAO  report 
on  the  sugar  program  published  in  May 
1993.  With  a  "Dear  Colleague"  letter  on 
Capitol  Hill.  In  the  August  2  letter,  Con- 
gresswoman Mink  identifies  the  mis- 
leading statements  and  incorrect 
assumptions  set  forth  in  the  report  and 
responds  to  each  of  them.  For  example, 
she  attacks  the  myth  that  industrial 
users  of  sugar  would  pass  savings  on  to 
consumers  if  they  could  purchase  sugar 
for  a  theoretical  world  price  of  15  cents. 
Mink  counters  that  "the  facts  suggest 
otherwise.  Since  1990,  producer  prices 
for  cane  sugar  have  dropped  by  8%  and 
wholesale  refined  beet  sugar  prices  have 


declined  by  23%.  During  the  same 
period,  retail  sweetened-product  prices 
have  increased  by  4-14%." 

AG  for  NAFTA  Coalition  Formed 

One  hundred  one  farm  organizations 
and  agribusiness  interests  have  joined 
forces  under  the  name  AG  for  NAFTA 
to  lobby  Congress  for  passage  of  the 
NAFTA.  The  coalition  issued  a  press 
release  on  July  26  announcing  its  forma- 
tion and  stating  its  enthusiastic  support 
for  the  agreement.  Participants  include 
the  National  Corn  Growers  Association, 
the  National  Cattlemen's  Association 
and  American  Farm  Bureau.  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Mike  Espy,  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Mickey  Kantor,  and 
House  Agriculture  Committee  Kika  de 
la  Garza  each  spoke  positively  about  the 
opportunities  provided  by  the  agree- 
ment at  a  press  conference  on  AG  for 
NAFTA  held  at  the  USDA.  Secretary 
Espy  also  reiterated  "the  Clinton  Ad- 
ministration's strong  support  for 
NAFTA." 

Crop  Production  Report 

USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  produc- 
tion for  sugar  and  seed  in  1993  at  30.9 
million  tons,  up  two  percent  from  last 
year.  The  U.S.  harvested  acreage  is  ex- 
pected to  total  935,100  acres,  one  per- 
cent above  1992.  The  forecasted  yield  of 
33.0  tons  per  acre  is  up  0.2  tons  from  a 
year  earlier.  Sugarbeet  production  for 
the  U.S.  is  expected  to  total  28.1  million 
tons,  a  decrease  of  three  percent  from 
1992.  Area  for  harvest  at  1.41  million 
acres  is  virtually  unchanged  from 
June's  "Acreage"  report  but  shows  one 
percent  decrease  from  a  year  ago.  The 
forecast  average  yield  at  20.0  tons  per 
acre  is  0.5  tons  below  last  year's  yield. 
(Continued,  SEE  CHART,  page  21) 
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SUGARBEETS:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION,  BY  STATE 
AND  UNITED  STATES,  1991-92  AND  FORCASTED  AUGUST  1,  1993  i 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

1992 

1993 

1992 

1993 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CA 

150.0 

135.0 

26.6 

27.0 

4,029 

3,990 

3,645 

CO 

39.9 

40.0 

23.9 

23.9 

965 

954 

956 

ID 

200.0 

204.0 

24.5 

23.5 

5,070 

4,900 

4,794 

Ml 

175.0 

185.0 

17.7 

18.5 

2,573 

3,098 

3,423 

MN 

370.0 

375.0 

18.5 

16.5 

6,171 

6.845 

6,188 

MI 

55.8 

54.1 

22.8 

22.0 

1,312 

1,272 

1,190 

NE 

77.5 

80.5 

17.9 

18.8 

1,578 

1,387 

1,513 

ND 

194.7 

191.0 

17.4 

17.4 

3,568 

3,388 

3,323 

OH 

20.5 

18.1 

16.0 

17.0 

296 

328 

308 

OR 

18.6 

15.7 

22.5 

24.5 

525 

419 

385 

TX 

39.9 

39.4 

21.0 

23.0 

671 

838 

906 

WY 

69.1 

65.0 

20.8 

20.5 

1,368 

1,437 

1,333 

OTHER  STS  2 

1.8 

2.3 

40.0 

38.3 

77 

72 

88 

US 

1,412.8 

1,405.1 

20.5 

20.0 

28,203 

28,928 

28,052 

1  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CA. 

2  NM  AND  WA. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD, 

AND  PRODUCTION,  BY  STATE  AND  UNITED  STATES, 

1991-92  AND  FORCASTED  AUGUST  1,  1993 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1 

PRODUCTION  1 

STATE 

1992 

1993 

1992 

1993 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1,000  i 

\CRES 

TO 

MS 

1 

,000  TON 

S 

FL 
HI 
LA 
TX 

443.0 
67.9 

375.0 
39.3 

450.0 
65.0 

375.0 
45.1 

33.2 
82.8 
23.2 
33.8 

33.0 
85.8 
24.0 
31.6 

15,461 
6,061 
7,620 
1,110 

14,708 
5,622 
8,706 
1,328 

14,850 
5,577 
9,000 
1,425 

US 

925.2 

935.1 

32.8 

33.0 

30,252 

30,364 

30,852 

1  NET  TONS. 


CROP  PRODUCTION 
AUGUST  1993 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
MASS,  USDA 
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BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


Boutte  Rd 


Loreauville,  LA         31 8-229-641 5 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  8'  x  20'  Planters  Aide  —  $4,500;  1 JD  Loader  4020  Powershift  —  $6,500; 
1  —  Husky  Transloader  mounted  on  Int'l  (road  worthy)  —  $7,500;  1  Ramsey  Transloader 
mounted  on  Trailer  —  $3,500;  1  —  Lilliston  Rolling  Cultivator  —  $500.  Call  (504)  638-7535 
after  6:00  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1992  Single  Row  Broussard  Cane  Cutter.  Sunstrain  Hydraulic  JD  engine. 
Call  (504)  694-3970. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  Hi-Clearance  JD  4240  Power  Shift;  2  —  JD  4230  Hi-Clearance;  2  — 
Int'l  1066;  1  —  Int'l  806;  1  —  JD  3-row  with  off  bars;  2  —  JD  1640  Discs  17'  wide;  2 
—  Grader  Blades  12'  wide  on  wheels;  Grader  Blade  Land  Level  40'  wide;  Rayne  Plane 
Water  Level  12'  Wide;  New  Ditch  Cleaners,  New  Box  Scrapers,  and  Blades.  Will  Take 
Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  3  Allis  Chalmer  Tractors  —  Hi-Crop  7045,  Hi-Crop  7060,  4  Wheel  Drive 
440  with  3208  Cat  Engine;  Also  3  Longman  Automatic  Planters.  Call  (318)  276-6230. 


FOR  SALE:  5  Thompson  Planters  Aides  6'  x  20'  —  $1,500  each.  Call  Todd  Andre  at 
Alma  Plantation  (504)  627-5837  or  (504)  627-6388  or  call  the  main  office  at  (504)  627-6666. 


22 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  7) 


the  grinding  season,  then  the  seed 
should  be  harvested  first  and  com- 
mercial cane  cut  later  during  the  day. 

2.  Implements  that  have  been  used  in 
commercial  cane  should  be  sterilized 
before  entering  seed  cane.  This  in- 
cludes harvesters,  loaders,  carts,  and 
wagons. 

3.  Harvesting  and  loading  equipment 
should  be  disinfected  when  moving 
into  seed  cane  from  variety  to  varie- 
ty and  from  seed  plot  to  seed  plot  to 
reduce  the  spread  of  the  bacteria. 
This  can  be  done  by  washing  the  cut- 
ting parts  and  sticker  chains  of 
harvesters,  loader  grab  and  piler,  and 
planter  wagon  push-table  and  planter 
mechanism  with  water  or  high 
pressure  steam  followed  by  a  5%  solu- 
tion of  Lysol.  This  can  be  done  with 
a  steam  cleaner  or  high  pressure 
washer.  The  Lysol  solution  can  be 
sprayed  using  a  small  hand  sprayer. 
This  treatment  should  not  only 
disinfect  equipment  from  the  bacteria 
but  also  remove  weed  seed  that  can 
also  cause  problems. 

4.  Wagons  or  boxes  that  are  used  to  haul 
untreated  seed  cane  should  not  be 
used  to  haul  treated  or  clean  seed 
unless  first  disinfected  with  the  5% 
Lysol  solution. 

5.  Clean  or  healthy  cane  should  not  be 
cultivated  at  the  same  time  as  un- 
treated cane.  For  example,  one  block 
of  seed  cane  that  is  planted  in  a  three 
cut  long  stretch  should  be  handled 
separately  from  the  other  two  blocks. 
The  opposite  is  true  as  well.  Cane 
that  is  known  to  be  infected  with  RSD 
or  leaf  scald  should  not  be  cultivated 
(or  harvested)  directly  with  blocks  of 
cane  that  are  thought  to  be  clean  of 
the  disease. 

6.  Growers    who    have    experimental 


varieties  planted  on  their  farms 
should  handle  these  fields  separate- 
ly from  regular  cane  to  be  certain  that 
they  are  not  spreading  any  disease  in- 
to or  out  of  their  commerical  cane. 
7.  As  a  further  precaution,  alert  equip- 
ment operators  to  inform  you  of 
suspicious  looking  cane,  especially 
stools  of  cane  that  appear  dead  or  dy- 
ing and  noticeably  shorter  with 
scalded  leaves.  If  you  find  such 
material  please  call  your  League 
agronomists  or  one  of  the  scientists 
involved  in  sugarcane  research  at 
LSU  and  USDA. 

MECHANICAL  CANE  PLANTERS 

Most  growers  have  heard  about 
League  expenditures  to  be  made  on 
mechanical  planters  during  1993.  Some 
misinformation  has  been  circulating 
about  these  expenditures  and  the  record 
should  be  set  straight.  As  most  growers 
are  aware,  League  agronomists  have 
conducted  some  tests  on  various 
planters  over  the  last  few  years.  These 
tests  were  conducted  on  individual 
growers'  properties,  using  their  own 
machines  on  their  own  properties,  with 
their  own  seed  source.  Data  collected  in- 
volved planter  speed  and  configuration, 
seed  rate,  seed  consistency,  and  seed 
piece  damage.  Because  each  planter  unit 
was  compared  independently  of  the 
others,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  com- 
parisons between  the  different 
machines.  As  part  of  the  expenditures 
to  be  made  this  year,  the  League 
agronomists  have  been  contracted  to 
study  the  different  machines  by  placing 
them  into  two  different  planting  tests. 
Mr.  Dalton  Landry,  retired  county  agent 
from  Lafourche  Parish,  will  be  assisting 
with    these    additional    experiments. 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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FARM  NOTES     (Continued  from  page  23) 


Different  automatically  controlled 
mechanical  planters  are  being  invited  to 
participate  in  these  tests  which  will  be 
conducted  in  the  Thibodaux  and  New 
Iberia  areas.  A  hand  planted  comparison 
will  be  included  in  each  test  and  the 
same  type  of  measurements  will  be 
made  as  was  done  in  earlier  planter 
tests.  Growers  will  be  invited  to  view  the 
planters  involved  in  the  tests  and 
results  of  the  planter  comparisons  will 
be  made  available  to  the  industry. 

In  addition  to  this  research  project, 
monies  have  been  spent  on  three  dif- 
ferent planter  designs  to  further  com- 
plete their  design  and  development.  One 
is  a  large  wagon,  front  drum  planter 
designed  by  Hearne  Management  Ser- 
vices of  Opelousas.  This  planter  has  a 
simplified  automatic  valve  which  was 
designed  by  Mr.  David  Hearne.  A  second 
automatic  planter  that  League  funds 
were  used  to  help  construct  was  built  by 
Quality  Industries,  Inc.  of  Thibodaux. 
This  is  also  a  large  wagon,  front  style 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


SUGAR  BULLETIN 

WANT  ADS 

GET  RESULTS 

448-3707 


planter  but  has  a  slat  type  planter  ar- 
rangement rather  than  a  drum.  The 
third  planter  which  received  League 
funds  was  built  by  Zeringue's  Farm 
Equipment  Service  of  St.  James.  This 
planter  is  a  drum  style  planter  but  has 
an  electronically  controlled  hydraulic 
system  as  compared  to  the  other 
planters  which  are  hydraulic  over 
hydraulic.  Both  the  Hearne  and  Quali- 
ty planters  are  being  built  with  League 
funds  and  the  League  will  own  the 
machines  after  the  season  is  completed. 
The  Hearne  machine  will  be  demon- 
strated around  the  cane  belt  during  the 
planting  season  while  the  Quality 
planter  will  be  used  on  the  Naquin 
Farm  in  Schriever.  Both  machines  will 
be  sold  following  the  planting  season. 
The  Zeringue  planter  had  a  smaller  in- 
vestment and  the  League  will  not  have 
ownership  in  it.  All  three  planters  in 
which  the  League  has  invested  money 
will  be  incorporated  into  the  League's 
research  project  along  with  various 
other  planters. 

Expenditures  for  design  and  devel- 
opment of  all  three  machines  along  with 
the  planter  evaluation  project  to  be  con- 
ducted this  year  totals  $82,910.  A  por- 
tion of  these  funds  will  be  recouped 
when  the  Hearne  and  Quality  planters 
are  sold  following  the  season.  The 
Machinery  Committee  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  that  appropriated  these  funds 
both  felt  that  these  were  wise  invest- 
ments in  an  area  of  production  that  costs 
this  industry  a  great  deal  of  money.  The 
amount  of  dollars  that  can  be  saved  by 
the  industry  if  a  more  effective  planter 
can  be  developed  are  tremendously  im- 
portant to  your  future.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  investments  can  pay  off  with  a 
planter  that  can  better  serve  the  in- 
dustry's needs. 
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(Continued  from  page  11) 


to  the  mill  is  the  crucial  factor,  even 
with  good  scheduling. 

Evaluation  of  the  different  impacts 
of  the  various  non-sugar  components  has 
been  done  quite  a  number  of  times  by 
technologists  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
These  impacts  can  be  measured  with 
some  confidence  in  terms  of  predictable 
sugar  recovery  on  the  basis  of  the  core 
sampler  /  hydraulic  press  system.  This 
technique  was  not  available  when  the 
work  was  done  by  Seip  twenty  years 
ago.  The  actual  impact  in  the  factory 
may  be  more  difficult  to  assess  since 
many  other  factors  are  involved  which 
are  not  predictable  from  this  analysis. 
Neglecting  the  effects  of  deterioration, 
the  non-cane  materials  that  are  brought 
to  the  mill  are  green  leaves  and  tops, 
trash  (may  be  dry  or  wet  due  to  recent 
rains)  and  field  soil. 

The  tops  and  leaves  contain  low 
purity  extractable  solids  and  cane  tops 
usually  have  a  lower  fiber  content  than 
true  cane.  The  impact  of  cane  leaves  and 
tops  on  the  measured  cane  fiber  content 
is  usually  fairly  small.  There  is  a 
decrease  in  juice  purity  and  predictable 
sugar  per  ton  of  material  processed  but 
the  increased  quantity  of  material  may 
compensate  for  this.  More  molasses 
would  be  produced  and  there  is  con- 
siderable discussion  in  the  literature  on 


the  desirability  of  processing  tops. 
Disadvantages  are  the  reduced  raw 
sugar  quality  due  to  increased  starch 
and  color  and  poorer  clarification. 

The  impact  of  dry  trash  and  field  soil 
are  more  serious  since  they  increase  the 
insoluable  solids  (fiber)  content  of  the 
cane  (often  by  significant  levels)  but  do 
not  bring  with  them  any  recoverable 
products.  Milling  losses  increase  and 
there  is  reduction  in  the  quality  of  both 
juice  going  to  process  and  bagasse  to  the 
boilers.  A  high  level  of  fiber  in  the  cane 
analysis  may  be  due  to  either  dry  trash 
or  field  soil  and  determination  of  the  ash 
content  of  the  press  cake  is  necessary  to 
distinguish  between  them.  A  report 
from  Hawaii  questions  whether  the  im- 
pact of  field  soil  on  extraction  is  primari- 
ly due  to  the  increased  level  of  insolu- 
ble solids  or  whether  there  are  increas- 
ed mechanical  problems  of  mill  slippage, 
etc.  Again,  the  reduced  juice  quality  can 
result  in  processing  problems  and  in- 
ferior quality  raw  sugar. 

There  is  considerable  variation  in 
liquidation  factors  for  the  mills  and  this 
variation  is  in  the  sugar  recovery  rather 
than  in  the  predicted  TRS.  The  average 
liquidation  factor  is  about  90%,  in- 
dicating as  much  as  20  lbs.  of  sugar  not 
recovered  per  ton  of  cane.  Further,  a 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


CANE  TO   PLANT 

•  Test  Seed  plots  for  RSD 

•  Cut  10-stalk  sample  from  each  plot 

•  Put  10  lower  internodes  (1  from  each  stalk) 
in  ziploc  bag 

•  Bring  freshly  cut  samples  to  our  lab 

•  Analysis  &  results  within  48  hours 

•  Call  for  more  details 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

720  Hwy.  308,  P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  &  Fax  (504)  446-3520  (Office/Home) 
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SUCCESSION  SUGARCANE 

Nematodes  are  often  a  problem 
especially  in  the  sandy  soils  used  in 
sugarcane  production.  The  sandy  soils 
are  especially  well  suited  for  succession 
planting.  Ricaud  and  Arceneaux  found 
that  the  fall  application  of  Furadan  at 
10  pounds  per  acre  in  the  planting  fur- 
row or  in  the  off-bar  furrow  resulted  in 
a  three  year-average  increase  of  7.6%. 
No  fall  fertilizer  was  applied  in  this  in- 
stance. When  fall  fertilization  was  used 
along  with  the  Furadan  there  were  no 
significant  increases  in  yield  from  the 
inclusion  of  the  soil  pesticide. 

Dunigan    says    that    Ricaud    and 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  25) 

comparison  of  the  outfield  data  on  clean 
cane  shows  that  a  potential  40  lbs.  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  material  processed  is 
available.  At  these  yields,  mainly  as  a 
consequence  of  processing  cleaner  cane, 
the  industry  will  be  in  a  much  better 
competitive  position.  Any  change  in  the 
harvesting  system  must  generate  these 
benefits,  not  just  avoid  the  need  for 
washing  cane. 

On  a  completely  different  note,  one 
of  my  responsibilities  is  to  try  and 
answer  questions  from  people  outside 
the  industry.  This  week  I  had  what  is 
probably  the  most  bizarre  call  I  have 
ever  had.  A  young  lady  from  the  "Socie- 
ty for  the  Ethical  Treatment  of 
Animals"  called  concerning  the  use  of 
bone-char  in  cane  sugar  refining.  Ob- 
viously they  were  concerned  that  the 
cattle  were  abused  when  their  bones 
were  used  to  produce  the  char.  There  is 
no  rational  reply  to  this  type  of  attitude 
but  we  will  be  faced  increasingly  with 
groups  with  such  irrational  views. 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

Arceneaux' s  research  has  strongly  in- 
dicated that  succession  cane  can  produce 
yields  comparable  to  fallow  planted  cane 
if  their  procedures  are  followed.  Ricaud 
is  quick  to  emphasize  however,  that  suc- 
cessful succession  planted  sugarcane 
does  require  special  care  in  land 
preparation,  fall  fertilization  at  plant- 
ing, good  chemical  weed  control  and 
good  farm  management  practices. 

This  practice  is  also  better  suited  to 
well  drained,  sandy  soils  on  farms  of 
limited  acreage  and  low  weed  pressure. 

Ricaud  says  that  he  still  would  not 
recommend  that  succession  planting 
completely  replace  fallow  planting. 
However,  he  notes  that  many  growers 
are  using  this  practice  to  increase  cane 
acreage  on  their  more  productive,  sandy 
soils. 

It  could  also  be  a  very  desirable  prac- 
tice to  use  to  replant  land  that  has  a  poor 
plant  stand  or  to  maintain  a  desirable 
ratio  of  plant  cane  in  first  and  second 
stubble  crops.  The  ratio  in  second  stub- 
ble this  year  is  unusually  high  due  to 
the  large  acreage  replanted  after  the 
severe  freeze  damage  to  the  cane  crop  in 
1990. 

Ricaud  feels  that  succession  plant- 
ing has  the  potential  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  sugarcane  production  in  Lou- 
isiana. He  and  Arceneaux  continue  to 
fine-tune  the  fertilizer  and  land  manage- 
ment practices  necessary  for  maximum 
profit  to  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
growers. 
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Overview  of  NAFTA 

NAFTA  is  designed  to  be  consistent 
with  the  provisions  of  other  trade 
agreements.  Since  free  trade  is  the 
underlying  premise  of  this  Agreement, 
NAFTA  will  be  consistent  with  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade  (GATT).  Although  GATT  is  larger 
in  scope,  than  NAFTA,  the  provisions  of 
NAFTA  allow  each  country  (United 
States,  Mexico  and  Canada)  to  maintain 
rights  under  GATT  as  well  as  under 
other  international  trade  agreements 
(Governments,  1992).  NAFTA  will  take 
priority  in  the  event  of  conflict,  but  there 
are  exceptions  to  this  rule  (Govern- 
ments, 1992).  The  objectives  of  the  pro- 
posed NAFTA  are  to: 

1.  Eliminate  trade  barriers 

2.  Promote  fair  competition 

3.  Increase  investment 
opportunity 

4.  Provide  protection  for 
intellectual  property  rights 

5.  Establish  procedures  for 
implementing  and  applying 
the  Agreement 

6.  Resolving  disputes 

7.  Further  trilateral,  regional 
and  multilateral  cooperation 
(Governments,  1992). 

The  provisions  over  which  these  objec- 
tives apply  are  quite  broad  —  there  are 
25: 

1.  Rules  of  Origin 

2.  Customs  Administration 

3.  Trade  in  Goods 

4.  Textiles  and  Apparel 

5.  Automotive  Goods 

6.  Energy  and  Basic 
Petrochemicals 

7.  Agriculture 

8.  Sanitary  and  Phytosanitary 
Measure 

9.  Technical  Standards 

10.  Emergency  Action 

11.  Review  of  Anti  Dumping  and 
Countervailing  Duty  Matters 


12.  Government  Procurement 

13.  Cross  Border  Trade  in  Service 

14.  Land  Transportation 

15.  Telecommunications 

16.  Investment 

17.  Competition  Policy, 
Monopolies  and  State 
Enterprises 

18.  Financial  Services 

19.  Intellectual  Services 

20.  Temporary  Entry  of  Business 
Persons 

21.  Institutional  Arrangements 
and  Dispute  Settlement 
Procedures 

22.  Administration  of  Laws 

23.  Exceptions 

24.  Final  Provisions 

25.  Summary  of  Environmental 
Provisions  (Governments, 
1992) 

This  paper  concentrates  on  Provision  7, 
Agriculture,  specifically  the  proposals 
for  trade  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  pertaining  to  sugar. 

NAFTA  is  between  the  three  North 
American  countries  and  directly  in- 
volves their  federal  governments.  The 
intra-government  effects  of  NAFTA  are 
not  limited  to  the  national  levels  of  the 
respective  governments.  There  are  pro- 
visions regarding  the  application  of 
NAFTA  to  sub-federal  levels  of  govern- 
ment in  the  three  countries,  such  as 
state  governing  bodies  (Governments, 
1992).  A  direct  relation  to  this  could  be 
the  reaction  of  the  Louisiana  legislature 
concerning  policy  towards  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  in  the  event  NAFTA,  as 
proposed,  is  implemented.  On  this  note, 
attention  is  directed  to  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry. 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry 

There  is  presently  a  sound  sugar  in- 
dustry in  Louisiana  based  on  the  produc- 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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tion  of  sugarcane,  the  source-crop  of 
sugar.  Sugarcane  is  grown  on  over 
380,000  acres  of  land  in  this  state  and 
has  a  history  which  is  over  200  years 
old.  Louisiana  produces  about  twelve 
percent  of  the  total  sugar  produced  in 
the  United  States  (American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  1993).  Sugarcane  was  first 
grown  here  in  1751  by  Jesuit  priests, 
making  the  oldest  sugar  producing  area 
in  the  United  States  (ASCL,  1993).  Com- 
mercial granulation  of  sugar  was  first 
performed  in  1795  by  Etienne  de  Bore 
in  the  area  of  New  Orleans  now  known 
as  Audubon  Park  (ASCL,  1993).  The 
sugar  industry  in  this  state  has  grown 
since  its  inception,  due  in  large  part  to 
improvements  in: 

a.  plant  varieties 

b.  cultural  practices 

c.  pest  control 

d.  processing  techniques 
(ASCL,  1993). 
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Three  noted  exceptions  to  the  growth  of 
the  industry  were: 

The  Civil  War  —  sugar  plantations 
destroyed  by  Union  Troops 

1920' s  disease  epidemic  —  virus  in- 
fected the  plant  stock  and  caused 
widespread  crop  losses  throughout 
the  sugarcane  belt  in  Louisiana 

1989  freeze  —  there  was  an  unus- 
ually severe  freeze  in  late  Decem- 
ber of  this  year  which  destroyed 
the  root  stock  of  the  ratoon  sugar- 
cane crop  (ASCL,  1993) 

In  spite  of  setbacks,  the  industry  has 
always  managed  to  overcome  any 
obstacle,  largely  because  the  industry  is 
well  adapted  for  existence  in  Louisiana. 
Last  year,  1992,  saw  the  production  and 
harvest  of  the  197th  commercial  sugar- 
cane crop  in  Louisiana. 

Sugarcane  production  is  somewhat 
different  than  other  agronomic  crops 
produced  in  this  state.  It  is  not  planted 
with  a  seed,  rather,  it  is  vegetatively 
propagated.  The  method  of  planting  is 
adhered  to  primarily  because  of  the 
length  of  the  continuous  growing 
season.  Sugarcane  production  is  labor 
intensive,  requiring  abundant  manual 
labor  for  placement  of  seedstock  into  fur- 
rows in  a  seedbed.  There  are  also 
mechanical  methods  of  planting  sugar- 
cane, developed  in  recent  years. 

Not  like  any  other  agronomic  scaled 
farming  operation,  sugarcane  produc- 
tion requires  sizeable  capital  investment 
in  machinery  and  equipment.  There  are 
a  number  of  manufacturers  in  Louisiana 
that  operate  entirely  by  the  demand  for 
specialized  sugarcane  equipment. 
Sugarcane  is  considered  a  specialty  crop 
when  compared  to  other  food  crops  (rice, 
wheat,  corn,  soybeans). 

The  processing  of  sugarcane,  from 
(Continued  on  page  29) 
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which  sugar  is  derived,  is  performed  in 
a  multi-step  process.  Sugarcane  is 
harvested  then  transported  to  factories 
where  it  is  crushed  by  milling  units.  The 
juice  extracted  subsequently  flows 
through  several  processes  during  which 
it  is  converted  into  raw  (brown)  sugar. 
Two  by-products  of  processing  are 
blackstrap  molasses  and  bagasse.  These 
are  used  for  cattle  feed  and  food  sup- 
plements, and  building  material  pro- 
ducts, respectively.  The  raw  sugar  is 
usually  shipped  to  a  refinery  where  it  is 
further  processed  into  white  sugar. 
There  are  20  sugar  factories  and  fewer 
than  5  refineries  in  Louisiana. 

In  terms  of  acreage  and  units  (tons 
of  sugarcane  produced  and  pounds  of 
sugar  processed),  sugar  is  not  the  largest 
agricultural  industry  in  Louisiana,  but 
it  is  one  of  the  largest  in  dollar  volume 
and  economic  impact.  In  1992  the  value 


of  the  sugarcane  crop  was  $370  million 
of  which  60%  ($222  million)  was  paid 
directly  to  growers.  This  value  ranks 
sugarcane  as  the  second  largest  plant 
commodity  in  the  state  (ASCL,  1993). 
When  combined  with  value  of  ancillary 
service  industries,  the  dollar  value  of  the 
1992  crop  exceeds  $1  billion.  The 
significance  of  sugarcane  to  the  state  is 
probably  understated  in  1992,  since  last 
year  is  measured  by  a  crop  that  was 
severely  impeded  by  a  hurricane  that  oc- 
cured  late  in  the  growing  season. 

While  Louisiana  sugarcane  pro- 
ducers and  processors  are  participants 
in  a  competitive  market,  NAFTA,  as 
proposed,  poses  a  serious  threat  to  the 
continued  viability  of  this  well  estab- 
lished industry.  Having  described  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  we  will  now 
discuss  its  counterpart,  the  Mexican 
sugar  industry. 
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the  mood  of  a  significant  number  of 
lawmakers  has  changed. 

But  this  week,  the  Casino  Board 
awarded  the  license  to  the  Jazzville 
group  which  was  the  dark  horse  in  the 
race.  Jazzville  is  a  consortium  comprised 
of  mostly  local  people  and  Harrah's  of 
Las  Vegas.  Since  Hawaiian  developer 
Chris  Hemmeter  and  Caesar's  didn't  get 
the  license  the  mood  may  be  shifting 
back,  therefore  making  the  repeal  less 
likely  to  happen.  Another  twist, 
however,  is  that  Hemmeter  holds  the 
lease  to  the  Rivergate,  where  the  New 
Orleans  City  Council  has  determined 
the  casino  will  be  located.  He's  not  will- 
ing to  sell  the  lease;  Jazzville 's  not  will- 
ing to  sell  the  license. 

Stay  tuned  —  this  could  get  even 
better. 
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